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Rabbi’s Letter

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

MLK Weekend
and Tu B’Shvat, New Year of the Trees
At Mishkan Shalom, we have many
communal roots and branches.
This year, the annual weekend
commemorating Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s life and the celebration
of the holiday of Tu B’Shevat occur
together - a confluence that is always
a highlight in our calendar year.
For MLK Shabbat we will gather online for a Freedom Song Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday, Jan. 14. On Shabbat
morning, Saturday, Jan. 15, we will be highlighting the work of our newly
formed anti-racism working group, co-chaired by Sharon Weinman and
Shoshana Bricklin. I will be leading the service with Rabbi Yael and our
wonderful rabbinic intern, Sarah Brammer Shlay, who will continue to
lead at more services from now through the end of her internship in midMay prior to her ordination.
Sunday evening of MLK Weekend is our annual
Tu B’Shevat Seder, lead bythe ancient Jewish New
Year for the Trees. One of four historical “New
Year’s” in the Jewish calendar, the 15th of the
month of Shevat reminds us to honor the cycles of
nature and the living trees that we inter-breathe
with, and to reconnect with the earth we are
extensions of and have impact on. We look at the
Tree of Life as a guiding metaphor for relationship.
We will be building on last year’s creative and meaningful on-line Seder
with additional contributions from Elise Kraemer.
As part of our ongoing “Shmita year” there are initiatives headed by
Ellen Tichenor and Janet Garretson to lay the groundwork for where we
will go together in the coming years with the many transitions ahead,
including Rabbi Yael’s moving on to the next phase of her professional
life at the end of March. There will be numerous on-line and inperson opportunities to gather in the winter months - for important
organizational and program planning work, and for study and spiritual
practice together as well.
(continued on the next page)

Rabbi’s Letter

(continued from previous page)
“The very blessings of my sheltered life
weigh heavily on my mind... How can I sit
calmly in my study and formulate ideas
of self-fulfillment when people are driven
off their lands on which they have lived
for generations...Then again, if I were to
do nothing but yield to passive grief over
the fate of the suffering millions of human
begins, neither my lot nor theirs would be
in the least improved.”
– Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan
			
Diaries, Feb 7, 1940

While we may have lofty goals organizationally and
programmatically, there are a multitude of ongoing
and situational concerns that ask for compassionate
and committed acts of tikkun. One of the hallmarks
of Mishkan’s Organizing Principles is that Gemilut
Hasadim (acts of caring) is one of the ways we do
tikkun for each other and the greater community.
Being there for each other as we experience the
daily challenges and opportunities in our lives is at
the foundation of what it means to be a kehillah
kedosha - a sacred community. I have and will
continue to be there for and with you, along with
our Acts of Caring team, in the year ahead. We
swim in uncertain, shifting times that also contain
possibilities to flourish. Please never hesitate to
e-mail or call the office or my cell phone.

Looking within and beyond our walls, Mordecai
Kaplan argued that Jewish life must provide us
with recipes for justice in our actions in the world
if Judaism is to have any resonance in our times.
Kaplan also urged us to move beyond self-realization
and the ongoing renewal of the Jewish People to see
peaceful interdependence and Godly living as, what
we would term today, our global responsibility.

The overall health and well-being of our greater
ecosystem is both fragile and resilient. Paying
attention to the nurturing of the parts, while
attending to the whole – the world within as well
as the world-at-large – is one of the ecological
messages of this time of year, especially important
during our seasonal and pandemic related insularity.

We call our Torah “Eytz Hayyim” – the life-giving
tree. I look forward to celebrating together with
you in the winter months ahead. We will conclude
February with our annual Shoah Torah Shabbat,
where with Carol Towarnicky and Ron Goldwyn
we will remember the Eytz Hayyim of a Jewish
community whose names live on in our safe keeping.

Given the exhausting, constant navigation and
pivoting we have all had to do to maintain our
own well-ness and that of those around us, our
Jewish calender cycle invites us to claim these
months for doing what will support us. Though
it seems we are underground again, almost two
years into this global situation, we can resist
isolation and continue to find each other in the
smallest acts of kindness and the largest shared
actions for the good in our communities.

We will continue to seed and experience our own
unique Tree of Life that we are nurturing together
in our shared Mishkan. I am here for you and on the
journey with you into the fruit that will yet grow
from all the changes ahead.
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A Way In

by Rabbi Yael Levy

Dear Friends,
My heart is full as I ready myself to bring to a close my time as a Mishkan rabbi. Even as my departure
from Mishkan feels like a true call for me – it comes with sadness and loss. Mishkan has been both my
work and spiritual home for nearly 30 years.
One of my teachers suggested that I prepare for this transition by “gathering the graces.” Taking time
to look over the years and notice and name the blessings, discoveries, joys, moments of connection,
love and beauty.
I have begun making notes in a journal, marveling at the richness of this 28-year journey. So many moments to be grateful for, moving through the days, months and years of our lives -- celebrating, mourning, sharing the tender and turbulent times, growing and discovering together again and again.
I have been formed and fashioned by your love, trust and willingness to allow me into the vulnerable
moments of your lives. You have encouraged me to grow and become, to keep reaching deeper and
further. You have so graciously honored me by encouraging and receiving my offerings.
I hope for opportunities to “gather the graces” together. Please consider joining one of the small sharing circles and/or reach out to me to talk and connect. Anndee Hochman will also be collecting written memories, stories, hopes and blessings. March 12 will be my final Shabbat service and Rabbi Shawn
and I are preparing something special for that morning. And I am hopeful that that evening, we will
dance and celebrate together to the music of Kenny Ulansey and his band.
Here are the dates for the sharing circles. You can click here to sign up, or see the next page for more
details.
Sunday, January 23, 4:00 p.m .on Zoom,
Sunday, February 6, 4:00 p.m. covid safe in person at Mishkan
Wednesday, February 16, 7:00 p.m. Zoom
Sunday, February 20, 4:00 p.m. covid safe at Mishkan
Thursday March 3, 7:00 p.m. Zoom.
I am grateful beyond words to have served this community. I look forward to “gathering the graces”
together.
With great appreciation and love,
Rabbi Yael

Chabad Website illustration
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Remembrances and Sharing with Rabbi Yael
Dear Mishkan Members and Friends,

please e-mail it to Anndee, aehoch@aol.com, by
March 12. There will also be cards available at the
gathering that evening, if you’d like to write notes
then.

As you know, Rabbi Yael is leaving her position at
Mishkan in March after 28 years of inspired and
devoted service. The community will mark her
transition with a special Shabbat morning service on
March 12 and a party (music and dancing along with
ritual!) that night.

We look forward to marking this juncture--both in
Rabbi Yael’s life and in the ongoing story of Mishkan
Shalom--in multiple ways, with all the emotions
that accompany transition. Feel free to contact any
of us on the committee if you have questions or
thoughts.

We are also hosting five sharing circles—
opportunities to voice memories, stories, gratitude
and blessings with and for Rabbi Yael in a more
intimate and reflective setting. These will be
facilitated gatherings of no more than 12 people,
with Rabbi Yael in attendance; they’ll be held on
various dates in January, February and March
(two in-person at Mishkan; three on Zoom). You
may sign up to attend one of the gatherings using
the SIGN UP GENIUS form here and linked on
Mishkan’s website.

With appreciation and anticipation for
opportunities to honor with full hearts and
kavod Rabbi Yael’s 28 years with us, and for the
warm and loving collaboration of our entire
Mishkan family,
Eric Brunner, Joyce Hanna, Anndee Hochman, Rivka
Jarosh and Abby Ruder
-- Anndee Hochman

We will also collect brief written remembrances,
appreciations and blessings for Rabbi Yael. Whether
or not you attend a sharing circle, if you’d like to
add a written comment (no more than 150 words),

Sign Up to Share in Person

Mishkan Shalom’s May 2022 Online Auction is taking virtual shape!
The
Auction Committee
presents...

The 4 Questions of Mishkan Auction Contribution:
1. Do you have something of value (vacation home stay, art,
jewelry, ritual objects, other goods & services, etc..) that you can
contribute to the auction?
2. How soon can you contact auction committee members Julia
Weekes (215) 768-9645 or Nancy Post (215) 438-2657 to donate?
3. Do you have an experience or adventure that you can donate?
4. How good will you feel when you contribute to the auction?
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President’s Letter

by Steve Jones

Dear Community:
I’m continually amazed by the love and work
that goes into making a Jewish community, and
by the way that this Mishkan community continually rises to the occasion.
We are in the last year of the Mishkan@30
campaign, and I clearly sense that members are
listening attentively to messages about the goals
of the campaign, and our progress, and are digging deep to make it a success. We are going
to meet our fundraising dollar target, and we
will in fact exceed it, allowing us to address our
long-term financial sustainability.
This fall the Mishkan leadership heard the call
from community members for more opportunities to be together in person, laid out the volunteer work needed to support that, and now
people are responding. Although no one can
predict how the constraints of the pandemic
will evolve in the coming months, we are ready
for more in-person togetherness thanks to
members’ willingness to step forward.
We are all aware of the deep impact that Rabbi
Yael’s departure in March will have on the community. Our beloved Think Tank, chaired by
past president Ellen Tichenor, has been hard at
work preparing advice to the Board concerning
rabbinic staffing, the future structuring the leadership of our school, and other staffing needs.
In addition to those organizational impacts
highlighted by Rabbi Yael’s

leaving, we will also be attending to the spiritual
and emotional ripples of this momentous shift.
Between January and March community members will have a chance to meet with Rabbi Yael
in small circles, as she says, “to share thoughts,
memories, hopes and farewells.”
In coming weeks we will acknowledge Tu
b’Shevat, the 15th of Shevat, including our
“traditional” seder that brings our focus to
both to inner spiritual worlds and the world of
nature. Let’s make the best of that opportunity,
whether it is through joining a formal program
or celebrating at home.
I urge you to keep an eye on our main communications medium, Ma Hadash, as it really does
live up to its title: this is where we learn what is
new, both in terms of ways to participate in the
life of the community (through prayer, meditation, learning, strategic planning, volunteering,
and more). And please don’t forget about the
part that each of us must play in supporting
the community financially. If you are up to
date in your dues and Mishkan@30 pledge for
5782, thank you! If you are a little behind on
that score, this would be a great time to get on
track.
I’ll look forward to seeing you soon, either in a
holy video square, or in person!
L’shalom,
Steve

Kol Shalom is published bi-monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson l Layout: Maralin Blistein
Distribution: Maria Paranzino
Contributors include:
Gail Bober, Lynn Edelman, Ron Goldwyn, Anndee Hochman, Steve Jones,
Eilen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Stephanie Shell,
Carol Towarnicky, Arielle Weiss and Shawn Zevit
Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com
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B’nai Mitzvah

by Anndee Hochman

Danny Green
February 15: Minha Service
Danny Green was worried about learning Hebrew
and chanting from the Torah. He ended up finding
gems in his parasha. Tetzaveh (Ex. 27:20-30:10), which
offers exhaustive detail about the creation of the
breastplates worn by priests, including four rows of
gemstones in a gold filigree setting: “You shall make a
breast piece of decision, worked into a design; make
it in the style of the ephod: make it of gold, of blue,
purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen.”

ful for at the beginning of
services. “I wasn’t exactly
thrilled [about having a
bar mitzvah]—I don’t like
learning languages—but I
was a little bit excited.”
Danny worked with tutor
Michelle Greenfield, and he
tries to devote ten minutes
a night to practicing his parasha and prayers.

For Danny, who loves to make digital animation,
those details conjured images, not words. He decided to create an animated video explaining how the
ancient Israelites made those breastplates. Though he
and his tutor also examined a portion that discussed
the ritual sacrifice of animals, Danny thought the section about the breastplates gave him more to work
with, visually speaking.

While he’s mildly interested in soccer and basketball,
art is his favorite class at Welsh Valley Middle School,
and animation is even more compelling; he essentially
taught himself, using a 13-minute video and an app
that allows him to duplicate a character or element
of the scene and then add to it, so he doesn’t have to
re-draw the same figures for each frame.

“Goldsmiths would melt gold. There were definitely
gems,” he says—according to the Torah, those included carnelian, turquoise, agate and jasper. “I can show
the person smelting stuff and gathering materials.” His
video will include seven scenes, each a minute or so
in length, some using shading and lighting techniques
to depict night times.. I like doing the research, and I
like animating everything,” Danny says.

“If you know what you’re doing, you can get characters to look really expressive, and it’s entertaining
to watch. You can get things you can’t get with live
action.”
Despite his initial trepidation, Danny has learned
enough to read from the Torah. “I want to say I like
learning Hebrew, but I’m probably going to forget it in
a year. I won’t forget [the experience of] reading from
the Torah and showing the animation.”

He’s been a member of Mishkan for several years; he
remembers learning his first Hebrew word—it might
have been “Shabbat”—and naming what he was grate-
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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD:
Mishkan Shalom celebrates 20 years in Roxborough
by Carol Towarnicky
January 6, 2022 marks the 20th anniversary of Mishkan Shalom’s sixmile march with its Torahs from rented space at Chestnut Hill United
Methodist Church—now known as Chestnut Hill United Church
-- to the renovated felt mill at 4101 Freeland Avenue, that would be
our permanent home.
As part of the anniversary observance, we are posting this link to an
18-minute video of the march, called “Moving Mishkan,” that was made by
Mishkan member Barry Dornfeld and former member Wendy Univer.
It’s a happy coincidence that the anniversary coincides with the conclusion
of our capital campaign, “Mishkan @30: Regeneration,” which recently
surpassed its $950,000 goal. The celebration will continue at the Shabbat
morning service on January 15, Martin Luther King weekend, led by Rabbi
Shawn and rabbinic intern Sarah Brammer Shlay, as we give thanks for a
home base for our community’s spiritual activism.
The celebration will continue at an in-person and online Shabbat Morning service led
by Rabbi Shawn on January 29.
*
The weather forecast for January 6, 2002 was dismal: The temperatures would be
rather mild for winter, but it was almost certain to rain – and rain hard -- at some
point during the day. Mishkan Shalom’s long-awaited traditional Torah procession to
its new synagogue building threatened to be a soggy slog.
So, along with their blue knit caps and clip boards, the parade marshals packed up
heavy lengths of plastic with which to cover the Torahs if, as predicted, it rained on
our parade.
Nothing was going to dampen the exhilaration of a moment nearly 14 years in the
making: after years of dreams, discussions, disappointments and delays, Mishkan
would finally have a place to call its own. The building might have a mortgage, an
overgrown jungle where a parking lot should be, furniture castoffs from restaurants
and law offices -- and no air-conditioning -- but it would be ours.
From its founding in 1988, Mishkan Shalom had lived in rented
space. It originally was housed in the classrooms and library of
Stratford Friends School in Havertown, where congregants had to
set up and take down folding chairs and rickety partitions as well
as clean the classrooms and bathrooms. B’nai mitzvah were held in
nearly every Quaker meetinghouse in the region as well as Unitarian
churches and other facilities. The congregation could not provide a
Jewish location to host speakers or events.
(continued)
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By 1995, Mishkan had
spread out over three
locations in Havertown,
an untenable situation. In
1996, the congregation
decamped to Chestnut
Hill, holding the religious
school classes at the
Crefeld School and
services at the church.

Along the way, they sang, chatted, laughed and
reflected on the complicated and often-difficult
path to that moment.
Over 10 years, Mishkan members had looked
at more than three dozen possible venues, and
in 1995 actually bought a property in Upper
Roxborough and drew up plans for renovations –
only to lose it when a zoning variance was reversed
on appeal (which turned out to be a blessing.)

Chestnut Hill United
Church was an unusually
sensitive host. Mishkan
prayerbooks were
kept at the end of
church pews (where
the congregants sometimes leafed through them).
The ark (that now rests in the chapel) stood in the
church sanctuary directly opposite the altar.

Even after the purchase of Freeland Avenue
warehouse in 1998, the renovation process was
subject to more than a few stops and starts. Hard
decisions had to be made about what to finish
and what to leave undone. At the same time,
several iterations of a Capital Campaign raised an
astonishing amount of money . . . and yet it was
clear it would not be enough.
Still, that overcast day was beyond jubilant, full of
faith, joy and most especially gratitude.

In advance of Mishkan’s arrival, a huge cross that
had hung from the church ceiling was removed
and the community had foregone a Christmas
tree in the sanctuary. (Every Shabbat morning,
Mishkan volunteers would arrive early to move the
baptismal font out of the center aisle and remove
a gold cross from the altar, then put everything
back after the service. But more than once, the
rabbis received phone calls on Sunday mornings
wondering where the cross had gotten to.)

As the procession crossed the Walnut Lane Bridge
onto Shurs Lane and into the upper parking lot,
few people seemed at all tired. The crowd stopped
at the door. Waiting in the sanctuary were clergy
from the 35 Christian churches of Roxborough
ready to welcome the neighborhood’s first
synagogue.
At the door, members Lance Laver and Walt
Crimm, architects who had designed the space,
held the Torahs, along with congregation President
Susan Schewel. Rabbi Brian spoke this prayer
through a bullhorn: “May we, our very lives, that
which we do, be a prayer to God, to the Source of
All. Bless us with abundant love, and with truth and
with us being able to witness redemption in the
world. And let us say, Amen.”

The clouds were heavy that morning as people
from both faith communities crowded into the
church on Germantown Avenue, taking up every
available space on pews and floor to hear the Rev.
Hal Taussig and Rev. Linda Noonan wish us well.
Founding Rabbi Brian Walt noted the uncommon
connection that had grown between the two
communities. And then it was time to open the
ark, chant the Sh’ma and take up the Torahs, carried
first by Rabbi Brian, Rabbi Yael Levy and Rabbi Erin
Hirsh, the director of the religious school, then
handed off to other members of the congregation.
As they walked, through Chestnut Hill and into
West Mount Airy, they were greeted by wellwishers, including the clergy and several members
of St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church.
Marchers stopped at the houses of Mishkan
members along the way to use restrooms and get
something warm to drink.

The crowd sang “Mah Tovu,” and the Torahs were
carried over the threshold . . . just as the rain
began. It had held off until we were safely home.
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Two Upcoming Don’t-Miss Programs from the Israel-Palestine Committee
by Irv Ackelsberg and Lance Laver
Mishkan’s newly energized Israel-Palestine Committee, chaired by Marcy Boroff, is pleased to announce two Sunday
programs you do not want to miss. Both will require some in-advance viewing or reading, so we wanted to get
you this notice well before the program dates.
Sunday, January 30, 2022, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. via Zoom: A facilitated discussion of two recent,
highly enlightening videos on the Occupation. The first video, presented at a recent conference of J-Street, is an
in-depth analysis by Israeli human rights attorney, Michael Sfard, on the de- facto annexation of the West Bank.
The second is a recent New York Times film showing what the occupation of the contested town of Hebron looks
like, combining film and video with testimony from Israelis describing their military service there. Each video is
approximately 22 minutes long. Participants will be provided links ahead of time and asked to view them before the
January 25 discussion.
Sunday, March 6, 2022, 4:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m. in person: A discussion of the extraordinary book,
Apeirogon, by Colum McCann. The title is named for a shape with a countably infinite number of sides and
describes the stories of two real people, Palestinian Bassam Aramin, and Israeli Rami Elhanan. Their daughters, Abir
(10) and Smadar (13), were both killed, Abir by an Israeli rubber bullet and Smadar by a Palestinian suicide bomber.
Using both fictional and nonfictional material through different times and spaces, McCann describes the fathers’
grief, developing friendship, and emotionally charged commitment to work together for peace (which they are
doing through Combatants for Peace). Because this book is long, please order it now and start reading. You won’t
regret it. We look forward to seeing you there. Stay tuned for more details in Ma Hadash.

Library Committee

by Adam Blistein

The Library Committee has chosen the memoir If All the Seas Were Ink by Ilana Kurshan as
our one book for 5782. In the book Kurshan describes her experience of engaging in daf
yomi, the practice of reading a Talmud passage each day, at a difficult time in her life.
We hope the congregation will enjoy this opportunity to learn more about Talmud since
Judaism’s religious practices are more based in Talmud than in Torah.
Also, we think readers will appreciate the way Kurshan connects Talmud passages to her
daily life. Finally, the fact that daf yomi takes a little over seven years to get through the
Talmud connects it to the Congregation’s shmita theme for this year.
Here’s a short YouTube video of Kurshan talking about the experiences that led her to
write the memoir:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmjCm7MFA7o
The book is available in both hardcover and paper. Stay tuned for information on
Committee programs based on this book.
For more information or to make suggestions write to library@mishkan.org.
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Tikkun Olam

by Gail Bober

Immigrant and Refugee Rights Committee Updates
Our group welcomes new members. If you are interested in
joining our list-serve, contact Gail Bober (gbober52@gmail.
com).

Members of the Immigrant and Refugee Rights Committee have
been active on several fronts these past few months.
First, we circulated a support letter for the Driving
PA Forward campaign to pass state legislation so all
Pennsylvanians, regardless of immigration status, can apply for a
PA Driver’s License or ID. (See RALLY HIGHLIGHTS below.)

RALLY HIGHIGHTS:
Driver’s Licenses for All in Harrisburg

Second,
Mishkan
has agreed to be a
congregational sponsor
for Afghans who need
to apply for family
members at risk in
Afghanistan.
Several
individuals
members
have also agreed to be sponsors. The program is needed for
those Afghans trapped in Afghanistan, such as human rights
advocates, educators, individuals with family members in the U.S.,
and spouses and children of evacuees. Those left behind have
been targeted by the Taliban or terrorist groups. Advocacy is
needed for Congress to require the national Security Council,
the Department of State and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services to take more action. For more information, about this
issue CLICK HERE.

On Dec. 14, more than 100
people from all over the
state traveled to Harrisburg
to rally, march, and lobby
for the passage of HB 279,
the bill which would allow all Pennsylvanians, regardless of
immigration status, the right to obtain a driver’s license. Among
the participating organizations: New Sanctuary Movement (NSM),
Movement of Immigrant Leaders in PA (MILPA), HIAS-PA, ACLU,
Young Farmers Coalition, Immigrant Rights Action Doylestown,
Thomas Merton Center, The Labor Council for Latin American
Advancement (LCLAA), Make the Road PA.
After an outside rally on the Capitol steps, small groups visited
state representatives, some to thank them for their support
and ask them to organize their colleagues and others to ask for
their support and explain the rationale for passing HB 279 and
encourage support for the bill. Information about the bill was
distributed in the various offices visited. Following the lobbying of
our representatives, the group marched, chanted, and sang as they
walked to the Messiah Lutheran Church for a debrief on how the
lobby visits went, and to connect and energize to continue the
fight next year. The coalition is getting ready to mobilize clergy in
January to kick off the new year of action.

Third, as part of a regional effort by Jews for ImmigrantRefugee Justice, spearheaded by Germantown Jewish
Center, Gail Bober is taking the lead in organizing a meeting
with U.S. Rep.Madeleine Dean to press for justice at the border,
funding for the refugee program, and the Afghan Adjustment Act
which would allow evacuees a fast pathway to a “green card”
and other issues. Of particular concern are Haitians being turned
away and deported to Haiti, as that country is in shambles. For
information about mass expulsions of Haitians at the border,
CLICK HERE.

You can read more about Mishkan’s Immigrant and
Refugee Rights Committee by CLICKING HERE.
Questions? Suggestions? Please contact Gail Bober, gbober52@gmail.
com. Interested in joining a special list-serve for this committee to get
up-to-date information? Contact Seth Horwitz at reachseth@gmail.com
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Stephanie Shell, Ariel Weiss and Susan Schewel

A REMINDER:
Snail mail cards are always
welcomed by all those who are
healing, and mourning. If you
think of it, do it!

Mazel Tov

We send a hearty mazel tov to Doron Henkin and
Lolo Victor Hall who welcomed their granddaughter
Eleanor Henkin, born to son Dan and daughter-inlaw Kaitlyn; and to Rabbis Simcha and Shawn who
welcomed their newest granddaughter, Nava Mia,
born to Simcha’s eldest daughter Morgan and her
husband Mat.

Please notify us if you want a name added to,
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and
prayers of healing…” list.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring via
email?

Condolences

We send condolences to Madeline Boskovitz on
the death of her brother Pierre; to Andy Stone on
the death of his mother-in-law Evelyn Bishop, and
to Rabbi Shawn on the death of his mother Sheila.
May Pierre’s, Evelyn’s and Sheila’s memories be for a
blessing and may Madeline, Andy, Rabbi Shawn and
their loved ones be comforted among all who mourn.

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan members.
It is our communication central for sharing life cycle
events and community needs for help. If you are not
receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam,
or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts
of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact). If
you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts
of Caring. Please contact the office for clarification.

Love, Support and Prayers for Healing

This month we send our ongoing love, support,
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Lily
Weston, Peggy Jacobs, Karen Singer, Yosaif August,
Steve Newman, Wendy Erslev, Madeline Boskovitz,
Cindy Perkiss, Lilith Rose, John Palmer, Deenah Loeb,
Raphael (Ray) Kaplan, Robin Berenholz, Robin Leidner
and Natalie Gorvine.

Acts of Caring

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community
learn about significant events in the lives of our
members. In this way, we can reach out to one
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us
simply email actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

We also send ongoing love, support, and prayers
for healing to those Mishkan members in need
of healing but who seek to remain private:

HINENI--HERE I AM
If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org
and we will reach out. Hineni offers concrete support
to members in need of short term help, including
meals, visits, transportation, etc. If you would like
some help, but do not wish a public solicitation,
please contact the rabbis, or actsofcaring@mishkan.
org and we will speak with you privately and seek
to arrange help. Our Hineni coordinators are Lisa
Mervis and Chris Taranta.

We are keeping Carol Soffa Baldridge (sister of
Mark Soffa), Stan Konow (father of Andrea Konow),
Brian Ruder (brother of Abby Ruder), Michael Boe
(brother-in-law of Mindy Dorfman), Alvin Saltzman
(father of Alyse Saltzman Flowers), Carol Dombroski
(mother of Brian Dombroski), Debra Singer (sister
of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz),
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie
& Harold Gorvine), Edgar Galson (father of Wendy
Galson and father-in-law of Susan Windle), Don
Levinson (brother of Eilen Levinson), Evelyn Haas
(mother of Mark Haas), Jack Tarash (father of Rabbi
Ariel Tarash) and Julie Post (sister of Nancy Post) in
our prayers as well. May they all experience a refuah
sheleimah (full healing).

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a

marvelous way to connect our community! Please
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like
to be posted to our email address:
actsofcaring@mishkan.org.
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