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Toward Strength and Commitment: 
Deepening our Engagement and Growing Together

By Rabbi Shawn Zevit 

This year is 5777 in the Jewish calendar. The Hebrew letters, which are also 
numbers, represent strength (Ohz-Ayin-Zayin) and forward movement (Zuz). 
This combination of strength and movement 
calls us to engage with our deepest values and 
communal principles. We can step forward 
together with a fierce commitment to radically 
transform our lives, our communities and world. 
Throughout the Days of Awe, and the year 
ahead, we will explore and act on our mission 
and vision as an inclusive Jewish, spiritually activist, caring, and committed 
community. 

Immediately as the year begins, we join our 50 fellow member 
congregations of POWER and commit to register at least 180 voters 
toward the overall goal of 12,500 new voter registrations. Our 
congregation, city and larger society will be shaped for years to come 
beyond this one election. Our Jewish values, and our own Mishkan 
Shalom statement of principles, compel us to rise above cynicism or 
apathy and get involved. We will do so in the weeks ahead!

As we enter 5777, our new president, Ellen Tichenor, is already making her 
skill, compassion and energized engagement felt as she helped shepherd us 
through the shifting terrain of securing our new resident CB Community 
School. Our tireless team of Marc Jacobs, Ilene Burak, Bob Kaufman, 
David Piver and Ellen helped us to secure, find space for and, with VP 
Barry Dornfeld, Lance Laver and the Building/Aesthetics Committee, 
adapt our premises for the Bridge Way School, CB School, City Light 
Church, event rentals and our own needs. Past president David Piver is 
staying passionately involved in our spiritual life and will partner with 
our new development chair Jean Brody to direct our fundraising efforts.  
We recognize and appreciate continuing and new Board members and 
committee chairs, new and returning members, and an amazing staff. 

I want to especially offer unending gratitude to our office manager, and 
new grandmother Maria, who along with Mr. Charles and Brian, has stood 
at the epicenter of the swirling changes around us. Rivka, Rabbi Yael, Gari, 
our congregational school families and our Library committee, have had to 
adjust and even relocate, and at the same time help lead our adapting to 
this exciting future. Sharon Parker and a host of volunteer members have 
done some heavy lifting in the heat of the summer as well.  Any change 
can mean loss and dislocation. It is important to remember amid the 
enthusiasm for future sustainability. Yet, we are hopeful as we realize our 
collective potential and live our values and Jewish ideals.

(continued on page 16)

We lo ok for ward
to gre et ing  the

 New Year  to gether! 

Remember that this is a 
good time to bring friends 
and family to Mishkan as 
tickets are not required. 

Contributions enable us to 
welcome everyone during 
the holidays.

Visit w w w.mishkan.org for 
more information.

http://powerinterfaith.org/
http://www.rac.org/voting-elections-jewish-values
https://mishkan.org/sites/default/files/attachments/mishkan-statementofprinciples-n3.pdf
https://mishkan.org/sites/default/files/attachments/mishkan-statementofprinciples-n3.pdf
http://www.cbcommunityschools.org
http://www.cbcommunityschools.org
http://www.mishkan.org


Library Committee:  A Special Invitation

By Sharon Rhode

The Library Committee is pleased to announce our 
12th annual One Book Mishkan selection, Mel Scult’s 
The Radical American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan. 
We hope you’ll join us in reading and discussing this 
powerful work throughout the year. Watch for dates 
and details for our Book Discussion, Movie Night 
and Panel Discussion, when we hope to have Dr. 
Scult join us.

Mordecai M. Kaplan founded the Jewish 
Reconstructionist movement. In rejecting 
fundamental Jewish beliefs such as the concept of 
the ‘chosen people,’ he became the only rabbi to 
be excommunicated by the Orthodox rabbinical 
establishment in America. While deeply valuing 
Jewish community and remaining a committed 
Zionist, he saw a Judaism of disconnection and his 
primary concern became the spiritual fulfillment of 
the individual.

Dr. Mel Scult, Professor Emeritus of Judaic Studies 
at Brooklyn College, is the noted historian of 
Reconstructionist Judaism and leading biographer 
of Rabbi Kaplan, having known him for forty years. 
Scult studied Kaplan’s 27-volume diary and describes 
the development of Kaplan’s thought in conversation 
with a host of great thinkers – Jewish and others – 
most important to Kaplan.

Why This Book, This Year? Dr. Lillian Sigal, Library 
Committee Chair, explains: “The Radical American 
Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan is a particularly 
relevant and significant choice because it carries 
forward the Reconstructionist Movement’s 
conference this past spring to reassess our founding 
philosopher’s ideas and how they can continue to 
shape our values and goals as we adapt them to new 
questions of Jewish identity. As we read and discuss 
Mel Scult’s book, we will explore the radical roots 
of our movement in the twentieth century and 
seek answers to the challenges of the twentieth-
first century, by weighing the balance between 
particularism and universalism and rationalism and 
mysticism, and by addressing our own spiritual 

yearnings and those of many unaffiliated young 
Jews, who, according to 
recent Pew studies, are 
increasingly rejecting 
organized religion.”

One reader writes:  
“Scult’s book is a rarity 
among works tracing 
the history of religious 
thought: thorough and 
scholarly for those who 
are more knowledgeable 
about Kaplan, and yet 
deeply personal and 
completely accessible to the novice. For anyone 
looking to combine intellectual rigor with serious 
spiritual seeking…this book opens doors and 
hearts much as Kaplan’s work did for previous 
generations.”
Available in Kindle and other e-formats and at all 
libraries, including ours. We hope you’ll read with us 
this year!

Teshuvah for Books: 
Turning and Returning

As we prepare our hearts and souls for the work of 
teshuvah, let us prepare our homes, bookshelves and 
bedside tables for new reading, by gathering all the 
wonderful works you’ve checked out of our Library 
and RETURN THEM!! Place them in the blue plastic 
return bin under the table just inside the Library 
door and we’ll get them back on the shelves for 
others to enjoy. Then, of course, go right ahead and 
check out some more!

If you’re a reader, booklover, lover of libraries 
or want to deepen your knowledge of Jewish 
subject matter, the Library Committee could be 
a great fit for you. We’d love to have you join us! 
Learn more about the Library Committee and 
upcoming One Book Mishkan programs by visiting 
our Library page at: www.mishkan.org or write 
library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library!
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Please Join Us in Reading Our 5777 One-Book-Mishkan Selection: 
The Radical American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan,  by Mel Scult

http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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Ron Short, a wise mentor to me, liked to say, “It’s 
not what you do: it’s what you do next.”  What 
he means is that even if there is a healthy way to 
meet change, it’s usually not our default stance, and 
not always our first, second, or even tenth choice. 
Every morning I try to remember to sing “Modeh 
Ani,” grateful to the Mystery for restoring my soul 
to meet a new day. For me it’s another chance to 
get better at fulfilling my highest intentions and 
opening to newness.  And it reaffirms the things 
that don’t waiver: the continuity of our warm, 
yearning spirit and our values-in-action that bring 
me through all the changes.  This openness, faith and 
active participation are what I aspire to bring to 
my role as President and what I hope we will build 
more of together as a congregation in this new era. 

Mishkan the building is becoming Mishkan the 
village.  It takes a lot to support a village.  So far 
we are spending nearly $60,000 in necessary 
alterations, repair and maintenance to ready 
and maintain our building for tenants.  It is an 
investment in our future, an act of faith in the 
growing generosity of our members and in 
Mishkan’s durability; we are paying it forward.  Many 
of you have already sent in dues and made pledges.  
A number of you who are able have increased 
pledges by 15%, and more have made significant 
increases.  We have been blessed with combination 
of loans and gifts from several congregants, making 
it possible to air condition the entire second floor 
and the one first floor office that didn’t have it, all 
by the end of August.  If you haven’t sent in your 
pledges, at whatever rate you can, or you can 
pay early for the year, please do it now.  Though 
expenses this first year are high, we hope to be 
able to bring a more balanced budget back to the 
community by December.

Mishkan the place is becoming a village, which is 
what it takes to keep our congregation thriving 
in our building. May we open our arms to these 
changes, bring the spirit and enduring values of our 
congregation to meet them, and become something 
new in the process.

With you,
   Ellen   

In Like a Lion

Dear Friends,

How do we respond to change? Do we oppose or 
support it on principle? Get behind it and push it 
forward? Are we fundamentally scared of it, or do 
we welcome it with enthusiasm and curiosity?

These are not idle questions for us at Mishkan.  No 
lazy, hazy days of summer here in this last quarter 
of 5776. Many of you know that the CB School, our 
new tenant, has moved into most of the second 
floor, and that The Bridge Way School, a continuing 
tenant, occupies a newly configured suite of 
classrooms and offices at the Freeland Ave. end of 
the floor. City Lights, our vibrant church tenant, has 
now moved two of its Sunday morning childcare 
groups to the Kehillah Room (by day the CB 
School’s lunchroom) and Chapel.  Staff offices are 
entirely on the first floor and all staff but R. Shawn 
are now sharing offices.  Kehillah room furniture 
now graces the first floor lobby and the educational 
resource room is outside R. Shawn’s office.  CB, 
Bridge Way, and our own religious school all are 
set to begin early to mid-September. Combined, 
150 students and their teachers will be sharing 
the building every week, as well as 35 additional 
children from City Lights on Sundays.  

Our rabbis, staff and many congregants have 
been both creating and responding to these 
structural changes in the building every day, not 
only new walls, moved classrooms and offices, 
including enormous amounts of furniture and 
supplies, but also new people in all the old 
places.  Much of what has been familiar to us 
for years has been altered and re-allocated just 
within the last couple of months.  

So that’s a picture of what the changes will 
look like as we enter our synagogue.  But 
there is another, deeper change, internal to us 
as individuals and as a congregation: how we 
ourselves change in response to all that’s shifting 
around us.  It’s this second order change – how 
we respond to what’s happened already -- that 
can transform us into something new.  

by Ellen TichenorPresident’s Letter
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beauty.  This gives us the courage to seek and offer 
forgiveness and it gives us the strength to continue 
to change and grow.

The world needs our presence and action; let’s 
support and encourage each other to be bold, brave, 
strong and loving.

We have a long runway into the New Year.  There 
will be many opportunities to prepare together. May 
we all walk into 5777 with generosity, awareness and 
trust.  May we be a blessing to our community and 
the world.

Shalom, 
     Rabbi Yael

We hope you consider joining us for the A Way In 
Preparing for Elul Mindfulness Retreat on September 
16 -18 at the Kirkridge Retreat Center in Bangor, 
PA. Through sitting and walking meditation, guided 
reflections, yoga and Shabbat services under the 
open sky surrounded by trees, we will bow to the 
year that has been and ready our hearts and souls 
to walk into 5777. The retreat takes place during 
the full moon of Elul, so we will be guided by this 
extraordinary light. Click here for a brochure and 
registration form.

For more information contact Rabbi Yael 215-508-
0226 Ext 2, or ravyael@mishkan.org.

Dear Friends,

I hope all is well and the summer offered some 
opportunities for relaxation and renewal. It is with 
great joy that I step toward our new year together. 
I look forward to sharing the holy days with all of 
you and opening together to what 5777 will bring.

September finds us in the beginning of the Hebrew 
month of Elul—the month of preparation for the 
New Year.  It is customary during Elul to get ready 
for the new year by looking deeply at our lives and 
acknowledging where we have fallen short—where 
we have gone astray—by facing the moments 
when we have not lived from our highest selves. It 
is less customary to prepare for the New Year by 
acknowledging the ways in which we have lived well 
-- celebrating the relationships we have nurtured—
the healthy choices we have made, the moments we 
have cared well for ourselves and for others. 

I urge us, as we look over the past year, to spend 
some time not just searching out our misdeeds 
and mistakes but also acknowledging the beauty, 
the good, the delights we have brought forth and 
celebrating the ways in which we have created 
understanding, healing and love.  This practice is not 
an ego indulgence; it is a way to create a strong and 
willing foundation upon which to place the building 
blocks of a new year. The mind so easily goes to 
pointing out our faults and shortcomings—part of 
the practice of Elul is to train our minds to notice 
our goodness, to acknowledge our abilities and our 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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https://mishkan.org/prepare-for-the-new-year-at-a-mindfulness-country-retreat-sept-16-18
https://mishkan.org/prepare-for-the-new-year-at-a-mindfulness-country-retreat-sept-16-18
https://mishkan.org/sites/default/files/a_way_in_elul_retreat_5776.pdf
mailto:ravyael%40mishkan.org.?subject=
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com


Three Saturday/Shabbat School Days:  
In addition to accommodating to our new tenants, 
we have also changed our schedule slightly.  We will 
still be meeting on Wednesdays from 6:15 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m. and on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. - noon. But this 
year we will be meeting on three Saturdays as well: 
December 10, January 14 and February 11. 
We will be integrating Shabbat into those days.  We 
will spend a little time with the adult community in 
services and we will also do thematic learning that 
day.  Just to be clear: there will be NO Sunday 
school on those weekends. 

Sundays: Finally, I will be teaching the Gimel Class  
(3rd graders) on Wednesday, but they will be with 
Julia and the Dalet Class on Sundays.  On Sundays 
I will be able to observe teachers, gather parents 
together for learning,  and be able to talk with 
anyone who would like to.

Sunday, Sept. 18: Come for breakfast on  our 
first day back! After a short meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
and a visit to your children’s classes, please join me 
as we discuss the learning that will be taking place 
this year, and I will listen to your ideas of what you 
want for your children. 

Have a great rest of the summer and I will see you 
on September 18,, or,  for 7th graders, September 21. 
Please call me with any questions.

    Rivka
    Congregational School Principle

Dear All,

It is almost time for our Congregational School to 
begin. There have been many changes from last year 
to this year:

Our building has new tenants:  We have a new 
tenant at Mishkan Shalom called the CB School. It is 
a high school that works with children who are in 
foster homes. The model of kindness with structure 
that they use is based on an Israeli model that was 
developed when so many newly orphaned young 
Jews came to Israel after World War II. The people 
in charge of the school then and the people renting 
at Mishkan understand that special treatment needs 
to happen to help the children learn and prosper in 
their best way. 

The rental income from our three tenants will 
help our synagogue to prosper.  We will be air- 
conditioned on the second floor!

Changes in the building: The CB School has 
moved into the second floor, which it will share with 
the Bridge Way School, our other tenant, during the 
week. On Sundays, the Church (our 3rd renter) will 
be moving its childcare groups to the Kehilla Room 
and Chapel. We will continue to use 2nd-floor 
classrooms for Congregational School, but our 
lounge, my office, space for assemblies and even 
our concession stand will now be on the first 
(ground) floor.  We will be integrating our school 
library with the adult library on the third floor. 

Parking: I want to remind everyone that although 
we park anywhere we want on Wednesdays, we can
only park in the lower lot on Sundays, or on the street.  

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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Find the complete schedule 

of 5777 Yamim Noraim Services  

   on Page  16.

Join Another Village Shabbat! 
Friday, September 23

Spend Shabbat dinner with community in 
members' homes. To sign up go to:

 SIGN-UP GENIUS
or contact Marcy at   

marcy.boroff@gmail.com

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054ea4a729abfd0-village1
mailto:marcy.boroff%40gmail.com?subject=
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Spiritual Direction: A Monthly Open Circle                     Starts  Sept. 10, 11/12 and 12/10;  9:00-9:55 am 
Jewish Spiritual Direction is a process of exploring our connection with what we experience as sacred. Please come promptly at 
9:00 a.m. so we may begin together.  Led by Meredith Barber & Rabbi Shawn Zevit. The Spiritual Direction Circle will continue 
to meet monthly through winter and spring, 2017.                                  No charge for this class
 

Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature through a Jewish Lens                                    Saturday, Sept. 17, 12:30-2:30 pm
Led by Steve Jones.  “Walk the Talk” is a series of guided outdoor experiences in which participants learn about “reading” 
the natural landscape as a text. Participants walk for about an hour and a half in the nearby Wissahickon forest, learn about 
ecological relationships among forest creatures, make blessings, and study short Jewish texts.

On this fall walk we will consider what Jewish teaching has to say about the conservation and appreciation of natural places, 
and consider whether experiences in nature can be helpful in self-examination in preparation for the upcoming Days of Awe.

All ages are welcome to meet at Mishkan Shalom after services at 12:30, then carpool to a starting point for the walk in the 
nearby woods. Participants should wear sturdy shoes and sensible clothes for the outdoors.

$5/session (members and non-members). We will not collect money on Shabbat.  
 Register and pay in advance via the website

Healing Circle                                                                                 Tuesday, Sept. 20, 10/18, 11/15, 12/20; 7:15-8:45 pm
Join us for a monthly healing circle at Mishkan Shalom -- a call for Refuah Sheleima, complete healing -- led by Rabbi Phyllis 
Berman and Andrea Madden. With chant, contemplation, silence and sharing, we come together for a peaceful respite to hear 
and be heard in our own, or our loved ones’, struggles with pain of body, of heart, of mind or of spirit.

We meet on the third Tuesday evening of each month, 7:15 - 8:45 p.m. in Rabbi Shawn’s office on the first floor. Join us to create 
together a community of support.                          No charge for this class

                                   Starts Friday, Sept. 23, 12:30-2:00 pm
Finding the Voice Within: Where Creativity and Spirituality Meet                                10/21, 11/18, 12/16; continues thru 2017
Creativity is a direct pathway to the Divine. Led by psychologist Dr. Meredith Barber and music therapist Julie Lipson, this 
monthly group combines music with spiritual direction and uses improvised words and melodies to connect to ourselves and 
our journeys. Let your creativity guide you to experience your path from a new angle. The group will be meeting at Meredith 
Barber’s home for the time being. interested participants can contact Meredith at 610-405-4903 or meredith.barber@verizon.
net for location.                                                   $20-$45 Sliding Scale (members & non-members)

Shofar Master Class    September 7, 7:00-8:30 pm
Get into the swing of Elul and prepare for the Yamim Noraim with a “Shofar Master Class.”  Discover the mysteries of the Shofar 
and how to become a holy vessel for divine service -- a true ba’al tekiya (shofar-blower). We will learn how to correctly blow 
each type of blast, as well as study the corresponding kavanot,  midrashim, and spiritual preparation.  
Taught by Rabbi Meryl Crean.                          No charge for this class  

CLASSES

Lifelong Learning: 5777
Fall Course Offerings, Fall, 2016-2017

At Mishkan Shalom, we believe in learning for life. Below you’ll find a varied, robust range of classes, workshops 
and experiences to help you—no matter your age or prior experience with Judaism—grow and learn. 

You can register and pay online for any class on the Lifelong Learning page on our website, www.mishkan.org, 
or you can mail your registration and a check to:  Mishkan Shalom, 4101 Freeland Ave., Phila., PA 19128

Please visit our website for detailed information about our classes, location, teachers and more.

If you have a suggestion for a class you’d like to take, or teach, contact Jennifer Coburn, Lifelong Learning 
Committee chair, at jennifer.coburn@gmail.com.

mailto:jennifer.coburn%40gmail.com?subject=
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                                                     Starts Wednesday, Oct. 26, 7:00-8:30 pm           
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30, 12/ 7, 12/21; 1/4, 1/11, 1/18 

Aleph Isn’t Enough: Hebrew Level Two       2nd semester begins 1/25/2017
You learned the aleph-bet, but can’t understand the words of the prayers? Then the Hebrew 2 class is for you - to infuse the 
symbols with their meaning. This is the work of “Aleph Isn’t Enough.”  The textbook opens the door to our spiritual heritage 
by expanding our vocabulary and introducing the structure of the language, all while deepening our understanding of parts 
of our liturgy and tradition. Rabbi Meryl Crean will guide the participants to be able to daven (pray) meaningfully with the 
congregation and explore and deepen their own relationship with Jewish avodah (worship/service).

$180 members/$216 non-members

SoulCollage® with a Jewish Spin -- Reaping the Harvest         Sunday, Oct. 30, 1:00-4:00 pm
Join us on October 30th, in this season when our hearts are most open, and let the cards we make reveal to us who and where 
we are in this new year.  Intuitively chosen visual images can be both pithy and surprising, and a nonverbal creative way to 
consolidate and reflect what we have learned through all the High Holidays.  Not to mention that card making is fun and 
relaxing!  If you can use scissors and glue stick you can do it.  No art experience necessary - just receptivity, trust in the process, 
and a spirit of adventure.                                             $40 includes all supplies     
                

                Starts Saturday, Nov. 19, 12/17; 4:30-6:00 pm
Pause & Refresh Your Soul:  An Exploration of Shabbat Unplugging                    More dates in 2017
Monthly reflection, study and song that blend Shabbat afternoon tradition and reflection with text study, contemplation, 
prayer and spiritual practice, all connected to this year’s theme of engaging with Jewish living and moving towards greater 
consciousness in the four worlds of Jewish mystical understanding - physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual.

$10 members/$15 non-members. We will not collect money on Shabbat
Please register and pay in advance via the website

               Starts Sunday, Nov. 20, 10:00 am-Noon
Engaging Judaism:  A Mindful and Meaningful Approach to Jewish Living             12/11, 1/08/17, 1/22, 2/5, 2/19, 3/5, 3/19
Over 8 sessions, we will study some of the foundational aspects to living a dynamic and conscious Jewish spiritual life. 
Combining creative contemporary Reconstructionist perspectives with Jewish tradition, we will study and explore through 
text, discussion, practice and creative expression: Shabbat, Prayer, Jewish Mysticism and the search for God-connection, 
kashrut, the Jewish year and lifecycle, text and tradition, and more!  Led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit, Rabbi Yael Levy and Julie Benioff
       $80 members/$120 non-members

One Book Mishkan:                     1st program: Sunday, 12/11, 3:00-5:00 pm
The Radical American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan, by Dr. Mel Scult                                      Panel Discussion with the Author
This year we explore this powerful work on the founder of the Jewish Reconstructionist movement, whose concern for the 
spiritual fulfillment of the individual grew as he observed the expanding disconnect to Judaism around him. We’ll use this work 
to build on our recent discussions about the concept of “Jewish Peoplehood”  and questions of Jewish identity in the modern 
world. How do we adapt Kaplan’s ideas to the diversity in thought and belief in contemporary Judaism? Dr. Mel Scult, noted 
historian and Kaplan’s leading biographer, mined Kaplan’s 27-volume diary to describe the development of Kaplan’s thought in 
conversations with a host of great thinkers.  Learn more at www.mishkan.org or write to library@mishkan.org.

SAVE THE DATE!           Sunday, December 4,  Noon - 6:00 pm   
Mishkan Shalom is participating in Center City Kehillah’s program “LimmudPhilly”-- an all-
volunteer Jewish learning festival that explores Jewish learning and culture in a vibrant, 
multi-perspective environment. Find out about the organization and the festival, at 
centercityjews.org/limmudphilly/ 

Check our website, Facebook page, or Ma Hadash, our members’ weekly email, for 
details to follow.                

Mishkan Shalom is a Reconstructionist congregation in which a diverse community 
of progressive Jews finds a home.  Our Statement of Principles commits 

the community to integrate Prayer, Study and Acts of Caring — 
and to work with other people of faith to repair the world in justice and peace.
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We will keep track of 
all new registrations 
and then remind new 
registrants to vote 
when it counts - that’s 
on November 8.  Mark 
Haas is doing the data 
entry.  Training will be 
provided. 

If you want to volunteer on the voter 
registration drive, contact overall coordinator 
Margaret Lenzi.

Education
Full and Fair Funding is what every school district in 
PA deserves.  We are on our way, but there is still a 
long road ahead.   Many Mishkan folks participated 
in the “Children Demand Educational Justice” rally 
in Harrisburg on June 28. Shortly thereafter, the 
PA Legislature did pass a $200 million increase in 
education funding.  POWER was also instrumental in 
getting the Basic Education Formula passed in June, 
which takes into account factors such as poverty, 
English as a second language, and tax base. 

On September 13, 2016, the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court will hear the Fair Funding Lawsuit in 
Philadelphia.  The lawsuit, William Penn School District 
vs. PA Dept. of Education, seeks to remedy decades of 
inequitable education funding resulting in thousands of 
children lacking the necessary resources to succeed. 
More information about where to meet will be 
coming. Please come and show your support on 
September 13 for our public school children.

Economic Dignity
At the well-attended Poverty Summit on May 19, the 
central message offered was that Philadelphia has 
the highest poverty rate of any of the top ten cities 
by population, and that that travesty can no longer be 
tolerated. More than 1 in 4 Philadelphians live below 
the poverty line ($24,000 for a family of 4).  Of these 
households, half are in deep poverty, which is defined as a 
household earning less than $12,000 a year.  The Poverty 

By Margaret Lenzi

As we move into the Fall 2016 and a new Jewish 
year, the election is on everyone’s mind.  Although 
nonpartisan, POWER wants to ensure that everyone 
is registered to vote so that hopefully the right 
leaders will emerge for our country.  Thus, POWER is 
engaged in a massive voter registration drive and that 
means that each congregation has its part to play.  At 
the same time, POWER has been and will continue to 
work on the issues that are necessary to transform 
our society: Education, Economic Dignity, and Racial 
Justice.  The Mishkan POWER team needs your help 
– read on and see how you can plug in to work that 
speaks to your passion for tikkun olam.

Mishkan’s Voter 
Engagement Campaign
180 New Voter Registrations by the deadline 
October 11, 2016!  That’s Mishkan’s goal for the Fall 
registration drive.   Our big push will be between 
Labor Day and October 11. We can do it and here’s 
how:

Internal Registration—
Coordinator Susan Windle

We want to make sure each Mishkan member is 
registered to vote.  Although we think this is not 
a major problem, people do move, change names, 
etc. and need to update their registrations. We will 
contact you by email.  You can register online by going 
to votespa.com OR you can pick up a registration 
form at Mishkan or at a Rosh Hashanah service, fill it 
out, and we will file it for you. 

External Registration —
Coordinators Julie Currie, Lance Laver, 
Rivka Jarosh

The Mishkan Team will be doing registration in and 
around the Roxborough/Manayunk/ Northwest Philly 
area at local supermarkets, community centers like 
North Light Community Center, colleges.   The exact 
schedule will be posted and updated on the Mishkan 
POWER website and in the weekly MaHadash.

Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower & Rebuild —
Moving into Fall, 2016

mailto:mlenzi%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:susan@susanwindle.com
http://www.votespa.com/en-us
mailto:curriej3@comcast.net
mailto:llaver4@comcast.net
mailto:rivka@mishkan.org
https://mishkan.org/power-philadelphians-organized-to-witness-empower-rebuild
https://mishkan.org/power-philadelphians-organized-to-witness-empower-rebuild
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POWER LOCAL GREEN JOBS campaign is working 
with EQAT and other partners to get PECO to 
establish a solar energy jobs program in North 
Philadelphia as a way to address climate change 
and create jobs in an underserved area of our city.  
POWER is part of a Solar Stakeholders’ group that 
will be negotiating with PECO to get real results.

Racial Justice
The need for racial Justice cuts across all societal 
issues and its increasing absence recently has had 
deadly and disproportionate impacts. This team has 
been gathering individual member’s experiences with 
the criminal justice system while trying to discern 
how best to address and confront abusive police 
practices and criminal justice issues in the Greater 
Philadelphia.  Longer term working groups on white 
privilege and how to heal the racial divide are also 
ongoing. 

As you can see, much is going on and much needs to 
be done.   Please join us.  Contact us if you want 
to volunteer, have questions, or want more 
information.

Best wishes from the Mishkan POWER Team

Summit presented its “Black Work Matters” Report and 
developed a ten plank platform to address high poverty 
rate and called for reinvestment in Philadelphia.

As an extension of the Poverty Summit, POWER is in the 
streets supporting airport workers in their struggles for a 
livable wage and the right to unionize. In July, ten POWER 
clergy members took part in a sit in at the Philadelphia 
airport, received citations, and were instrumental in 
getting the employer, American Airlines, to agree to 
meet with SEIU 32BJ. 

POWER is also standing with the Philadelphia 
stadium part-time workers in their continued fight 
to achieve equitable employment opportunities for 
Black workers, with Aramark, a company where 
97% of the highest paid jobs are occupied by White 
employees, while 92% of the lowest paid jobs are 
occupied by Black employees.

Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower & Rebuild —
Moving into Fall, 2016

POWER members fil l the stairway at the June 28 
Education Justice Rally in Harr isburg.

Julie Currie, Rivka Jarosh, Lance Laver
Margaret Lenzi, Steve Newman, 
Stan Shapiro,  Susan Windle, Lisagail Zeitlin,
Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Rabbi Shawn leads the gathering in song at the 
June 28th Education Justice Rally in Harr isburg.

mailto:mlenzi%40comcast.net?subject=
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=bKntGb9fr0ozkeKsP%2B5Gj3MCXAZIwupF
mailto:curriej3@comcast.net
mailto:rivka@mishkan.org
mailto:llaver4@comcast.net
mailto:mlenzi@comcast.net
mailto:stevenewman1970@gmail.com
mailto:shapsj@comcast.net
mailto:susan@susanwindle.com
mailto:lisagailsmiles@gmail.com
mailto:Rabbishawn@mishkan.org
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The New Sanctuary Movement: Mishkan in Solidarity with Philadelphia 
Immigrants--Background and Recent Work

By Michael Ramberg

If you have been disturbed by the 
vicious anti-immigrant rhetoric coming 
from Donald Trump’s campaign and are 
looking for ways to stand in solidarity 
with immigrants in Philadelphia, it’s my 
pleasure to share with you that our 
congregation is a founding member 
of the New Sanctuary Movement 
of Philadelphia, a vibrant multi-faith, 
multicultural organization working 
on multiple levels to make sure that 
leaders like Trump do not have the 
last word on how our country treats 
immigrants.

I hope you will take advantage of either or both of the following opportunities at Mishkan to learn about NSM’s 
work and how to be involved:

• Saturday morning, October 8, service for Shabbat Shuvah, 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday morning, October 16, 10:00 a.m.
• 

A little background: Almost 30 years ago the founders of Mishkan Shalom were galvanized in part by a 
commitment to support the original Sanctuary Movement, taking radical action in solidarity with vulnerable 
immigrants. Continuing in that tradition Mishkan was a founding member and the first synagogue in the New 
Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia (NSM). Our time in NSM has included contributing to passing policies 
making Philadelphia a national leader in justice for immigrants and accompanying a family facing the deportation 
of one parent—our support helped the family to win its case and remain together in the US.
The present moment: President Obama has deported more people than any other president, the Supreme Court 
recently failed to uphold an initiative which would have provided relief to as many as 4-5 million undocumented 
immigrants, and Trump and people who think like him have further elevated the threats against immigrants. In 
this climate, NSM is fighting to protect the gains we have made and to push the positive agenda set by NSM’s 
immigrant members. We are currently pursuing 2 campaigns:

 y Access to drivers’ licenses for undocumented immigrants
 y Ending the Philadelphia Police Department’s discriminatory practice of towing the cars of 

undocumented immigrants stopped by PPD officers

If you’d like to learn more about how you can be involved in this exciting, important tikkun olam work, please 
come to one of the programs at Mishkan listed above.

Members of NSM’s 19 member congregations assemble every other month to build relationships and work 
together on our campaigns. This incredibly diverse gathering is always dynamic, fun and inspiring.  Our next 
assembly in Sunday, October 9, 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., in the Parish Hall of St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 1719 
Morris Street, Philadelphia.

If you’d like to attend the assembly, or want to learn more about any aspect of NSM, please contact me at 
mvramberg@yahoo.com or call me at 215-432-4667. 

Pedro Romero and his family, with Mishkan members who accompanied 
them to cour t, and Judi Bernstein-Baker, who won Pedro's case .

http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/campaigns/against-ice-holds/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/campaigns/against-ice-holds/
https://mishkan.org/immigration-working-group
https://mishkan.org/immigration-working-group
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/supreme-court-blocks-dapa-immigrant-leaders-respond/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/supreme-court-blocks-dapa-immigrant-leaders-respond/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/supreme-court-blocks-dapa-immigrant-leaders-respond/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/philly-stands-strong-against-dhs-pressure/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/campaigns/drivers-licenses-for-all/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/wpstage/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Live-Stop-Report-Final-Draft.pdf
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/wpstage/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Live-Stop-Report-Final-Draft.pdf
mailto:mvramberg%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Interfaith Peace Walk Dates and Peace & Social Justice Events
By Lance Laver

To Peace Walk participants:  I hope everyone is having a good, restful summer and staying cool.  Please register and vote 
in the upcoming election. PA registration deadline: October 11, 2016.  

PLEASE HOLD THE FOLLOWING TWO PEACE  WALK DATES:  

Next Peace Walk Planning Meeting
Wednesday, September 21, at 6:30 p.m. at Al Aqsa Islamic Center, 1501 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia
All are invited to attend.

Peace Walk 2017
Sunday, April 30, 2017, 2:00  p.m. - 5:00 pm, 
Once again we are walking in the West Oak Lane section of Philadelphia.  Details to follow in the coming months.

CALENDAR of INTERFAITH, PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE EVENTS 

FREE TOURS OF THE NEW PHILADELPHIA MORMON TEMPLE 
NOW THROUGH SEPT.  9, 2016  — 1739 Vine Street, Philadelphia. 19103

The public is invited to tour the newly completed Philadelphia Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
the first Mormon temple in Pennsylvania.  To reserve free tickets to open house events, go to: 
http://www.mormontemples.org/eng/temple/philadelphia-pennsylvania.  See also a philly.com article on the 
Mormons’ history in Philadelphia (updated 8/14/16):  http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/20160814_Temple_is_
latest_chapter_in_book_of_Mormons_here.html.  

AN INTERFAITH PEACE DIALOGUE: 
WELCOMING EACH OTHER ACROSS DIVERSE CULTURES & FAITHS
SUNDAY, SEPT. 18, 2:00 p.m. — 4:00 pm
PHILADELPHIA ETHICAL SOCIETY,  1906 S. Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 19103

Part of Peace Day Philly 2016 — www.peacedayphilly.org.  People of all faiths and practices welcome to share 
efforts to nurture peace in yourself, your relationships and the world.  Co-hosts: Philadelphia. Ethical Society, Dialogue 
Institute, Interfaith Walk for Peace & Reconciliation, and Peace Day Philly.  Free to the public.  Please RSVP at: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/an-interfaith-peace-dialogue-welcoming-each-other-across-diverse-cultures-faiths-
tickets-26604197872.

OUT OF CORDOBA FILM SHOWING
SUNDAY, SEPT. 25, 2:00 p.m. —4:00 pm—ST. PETER’S CHURCH, 654 N. Easton Rd Glenside, 19038

With filmmaker Jacob Bender.  To celebrate UN World Day of Peace.  Sponsored by St. Peter’s Church and the 
Cheltenham Area Multi-faith Council (CAMC). Free and open to the public. For more information: 
www.outofcordoba.com.

ISLAMIC HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATION
SEPT.  30—OCT. 31—MASJIDULLAH, 7401 Limekiln Pike, Philadelphia 19141

Five weekends of public programs commemorating Islamic heritage, history, arts and culture during October, “a critical 
period, one month of non-profit organizations: Masjidullah-Center for Human Excellence, Cultural Development 
Committee, and Images of the Motherland-Interactive Theatre.  

Link to full schedule and information: www.islamicheritagemonth.strikingly.com.  For questions, comments and 
additional information, contact Baba Ahmad Kenya at imagesofthemotherland@yahoo.com or call (267) 235-7310.  
For sponsorship, contact Maria Adilah Hameen at letuspointyou@gmail.com or call (267) 713-8663.

http://www.mormontemples.org/eng/temple/philadelphia-pennsylvania
http://philly.com/
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/20160814_Temple_is_latest_chapter_in_book_of_Mormons_here.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/20160814_Temple_is_latest_chapter_in_book_of_Mormons_here.html
http://www.peacedayphilly.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-interfaith-peace-dialogue-welcoming-each-other-across-diverse-cultures-faiths-tickets-26604197872
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-interfaith-peace-dialogue-welcoming-each-other-across-diverse-cultures-faiths-tickets-26604197872
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-interfaith-peace-dialogue-welcoming-each-other-across-diverse-cultures-faiths-tickets-26604197872
http://www.outofcordoba.com/
http://www.islamicheritagemonth.strikingly.com
mailto:imagesofthemotherland%40yahoo.com?subject=
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really had to just 
think about it more, 
knead it in my mind 
until it was more 
workable.”

For his tikkun olam 
project, Owen 
would have liked to 
work with Habitat 
for Humanity, but 
the organization 
requires volunteers 
to be at least 16. 
Instead, he’s been 
helping to cook and serve meals at the Life Center 
of Eastern Delaware County, a shelter in Upper 
Darby. “We usually cook vegetables—a broccoli 
casserole or creamed, breaded corn—and serve it in 
a line. It’s sad and happy at the same time. You see so 
many people in poverty, but you get to help them.”
Owen took his volunteering a step further by 
collecting toiletries for shelter residents to use when 
they shower. 
 
In his scant spare time, Owen plays tennis and does 
Parkour, a non-combative martial art  similar to 
obstacle-course training. His reading tastes have 
shifted lately, from fantasy novels to a series on 
modern-day racism and Girl in the Blue Coat, a novel 
about a girl in Nazi Germany who disappears from 
the safe house where she’s being sheltered.

And as he enters 8th grade at Bala Cynwyd Middle 
School, Owen is conscious of being on the cusp 
of change. “Part of that is about finishing middle 
school. In high school, everything starts cracking 
down. There’s more that’s offered, and more that’s 
mandatory. So it feels like a turning point, but not 
necessarily because of the Bar Mitzvah.

Owen Spencer
September 10 (Minha)

There are things you can learn through books 
or video. But some phenomena just have to be 
witnessed first-hand and close-up—like watching a 
zebrafish embryo go through mitosis.

That’s just one thing Owen learned this summer 
when he took part in a two-week science camp. 
He also peered a crab eggs under a microscope, 
played Pokemon Go in Cape Cod and thought about 
punishment and compassion as he began to write his 
d’var Torah.

Owen’s parasha is Ki Tetze (Deut. 21:10-25:19), a 
section that outlines some extreme consequences 
for lawbreaking: stoning, flogging, impalement on a 
stake. It includes what Owen calls “miscellaneous 
rules,” such as putting guardrails on one’s roof so no 
one will fall off. 

“There’s also lots of compassion,” in the parasha, he 
notes. “There are quite a few examples that show 
different ways you can help people. I can definitely 
see how that relates [to modern ideas]. At my 
school, the golden rule was: Treat everyone like you 
want to be treated. That’s timeless.”

Owen started Hebrew School in second grade; 
he remembers working with classmates on a giant 
comic book depicting a Torah story. But becoming 
Bar Mitzvah felt like a hazy prospect. When reality 
dawned—in the form of 15-20 lines of Hebrew to 
learn—Owen felt a little daunted.

“I saw it more like homework than a project. I was 
not really excited about it. I basically decided on 
trying to memorize them. I can do my third aliyah 
off the top of my head right now.” It helped, as he 
examined the parasha more closely, to see that basic 
trop families were repeated frequently, and that line 
four held the exact same melody as line one.

Writing his d’var Torah also called for close reading. 
“I did a lot of brainstorming with Rabbi Shawn. I 

by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
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Mishkan Shalom invites you to Yamim Noraim services - 5777 
“Turning/teshuvah, prayer/tefi lah and acts of justice/tzedakah  

have the power to change our l ives 

SATURDAY		
September	24	
7:30		p.m.		–	9:00	p.m.	
9:00	p.m	–	10:30	p.m.	
	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

SELICHOT (FORGIVENESS) 
• 7:30	p.m.	–	transFORMation	workshop	with	Ori	Alon	
9	p.m.	–	Service	of	Healing	and	Forgiveness	with	Rabbi	Shawn	and	Rabbi	Yael	

SUNDAY	
October	2	
6:00	p.m.		
*	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

Erev Rosh HaShanah  
• 6:00	p.m.	–	Evening	service		

MONDAY	
October	3	
	9	a.m.	–	1	p.m.	
*	at	Haverford	School	

Rosh HaShanah f irst day  
• 9:00	a.m.	–	10:30	a.m.–	Shacharit	(morning)	service		
• 10:30	a.m.	–	1	p.m.:	Torah	service,	sermon,	shofar	and	musaf	
• 1:00	p.m.	–	Potluck	lunch	–	no	nuts	please!	
• 3:30	p.m.	–	Tashlich	in	Valley	Green	across	from	the	Valley	Green	Inn	
	

TUESDAY	
October	4	
9	a.m.	–	1		p.m.	
*	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

Rosh HaShanah second day  
• 9	a.m.	–	1	p.m.:	A	Way	In	Mindfulness	/Mishkan	Shalom	Service	

	
SATURDAY		
October	8	
9	a.m.	–	1	p.m.	

*	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

Shabbat  Shuvah: The Shabbat of Return 
• 9:00	a.m.	–	10:00	a.m.–	Teshuvah	study	with	Rabbi	Shawn	Zevit		
• 10:00	a.m.	–	1	p.m.	-			FORGIVENESS,	ATONEMENT	and	SOCIAL	JUSTICE	with	

Rabbi	Shawn	and	guest	speakers.	

TUESDAY		
October	11	
5:30	p.m.		
*	at	Haverford	School	

Kol Nidre: Yom Kippur Eve 
• 5:30	p.m.	Community	gathers	to	write	cards	for	Al	Chet	(the	past	year’s	
misdeeds)	and	place	objects	on	the	memorial	altar	

• 6:00	p.m.	Kol	Nidre	Service	
	

WEDNESDAY	
October	12	
9	a.m.	–	7	p.m.	
*	at	Haverford	School	

Yom Kippur Services 
• 9:00	a.m.	–	11:15	a.m.–	service	using	Kol	Haneshamah	Machzor	with	Rabbi	Shawn	

Zevit,	Kohenet	Shoshana	Bricklin	and	other	Mishkan	leaders.	
• 9:00	a.m.	–	11:15	a.m.–	A	Way	In	Mindfulness	service	with	Rabbis	Yael	Levy,	

Margot	Stein	and	Myriam	Klotz	
• 11:15	a.m.	–	1:45	p.m.	–	Torah	service,	sermon,	discussion,	haftarah,	Musaf	
• 1:45	p.m.	–	2:45	p.m.	–	Avodah	service	led	by	Wendy	Galson	&	Susan	Windle	
• 3:00-4:00	pm	–	Learning	And	Discussion	Sessions	
• 4:15	p.m.	–	5:00	p.m.		–	Yizkor					
• 5:00	p.m.	–	6:00	p.m.			Mincha/Afternoon	service	
• 6:00	p.m.	–	7:00	p.m.		–	Neilah/Closing	service	and	Break	Fast	
• Potluck	“Break-the-Fast”	meal	follows	service	
	

 
Children’s Services 

Rosh	Hashanah	First	Day		
&	Yom	Kippur	

• 9:30	a.m.	–	10:15	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(0-5	year	olds)		
• 10:30	a.m.		–	11:30	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(5-8	year	olds)		
• 11:30	a.m.		–	12:30	p.m.	–	Children’s	services	(9-12	year	olds)	

Rosh	Hashanah	Second	Day	 • 10:00	a.m.		–	11:30	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(5-12	year	olds)		
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(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), 
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), 
Eva Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and mother-
in-law of Susan Windle), Julie Post and Joseph Post 
(sister and father of Nancy Post) and Loretta 
Solomon, Judy Jasper Leicht and Vera Good (friends 
of Eilen Levinson) in our prayers as well. May they all 
experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).
Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list. 

******

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM
If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org 
and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete support 
to members in need of short term help, including 
meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please don’t hesitate 
to ask.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
emails?
Acts of Caring emails now go out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs for 
help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring emails, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact the 
office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Welcome Back/
A Brief Intro to this Column
Acts of Caring appears in Kol Shalom every month, 
offering congratulations, condolences, and healing 
prayers and wishes.  We include all of those of which 
we are aware, but we cannot list your news unless 
you contact us directly (see end of the column for 
details).  We do not connect to Facebook or other 
social media, so please, keep us in the loop! 

Mazel Tov
We extend a joyous mazel tov to Owen Spencer and 
his family on Owen’s becoming a bar mitzvah.

Condolences
We extend condolences to Rod MacNeil on the 
death of his husband Bill Grey and to the Mishkan 
community on the loss of our beloved congregant. 

We also send condolences to several Mishkan 
members who lost family this summer: to  Jean Brody 
and her family on the death of her father, Donald 
Brody; and to Becky Johnson and Larry Weisberg on 
the death of Becky’s mother, Gay Johnson.  We also 
note the death of long time member Edith Finkelstein, 
who in recent years had been too ill to attend 
Mishkan but whom many may remember.  

May Rod, Jean, Becky, Larry, and the Finkelstein 
families be comforted among all who mourn, and may 
Bill’s, Donald’s, Gay’s, and Edith’s memories be for a 
blessing.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members  
Erica Eisenberg,  Jane Lipton,  Adam Tuttle, Claire 
Needleman, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark 
Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and 
Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), 
Debra Singer (sister of Karen Singer), Patrick 
Windle (brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz 
(father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 

G’milut Hasadim / Acts of Caring

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits

Joseph Silverman-9/18-Elul 15
 Father of Helene S. Feldman 

May August-9/19-Elul 16
 Mother of Yosaif August 

Elmer Blistein-9/20-Elul 17
 Father of Adam Blistein 

Gertrude Galson Greenberg-9/22-Elul 19
 Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Else Goldschneider-9/23-Elul 20
 Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Lualle Barbarash-9/24-Elul 21
 Mother of Ellie Barbarash

Samuel Levin-9/24-Elul 21
 Grandfather of Barrie Levin 
 
Frances McCullen-9/25-Elul 22
 Father of Mark McCullen 

Janet Spigel Linic-9/25-Elul 22
 Sister of Rosalind Spigel 

Lucille Kleppel-9/29-Elul 26
 Mother of Judy Kleppel 

Arthur Deikman-9/30-Elul 27
 Father of Susan Deikman  

Helen Finn Ruder-9/30-Elul 27
 Mother of Abby Ruder 

Milton Auerbach-9/1-Av 28
 Grandfather of Lisa Auerbach 

Ezra Katz Love-9/2-Av 29
 Son of Sarah Rebecca Katz & David Love 

John Charnow-9/4-Elul 1
 Father of Susan Richards 

Audrey Nattans Katz-9/5-Elul 2
 Grandmother of Sarah Rebecca Katz 

Annabelle Wallach-9/6-Elul 3
 Mother of Lawrence Wallach 

Judy Littman-9/8-Elul 5
 Sister of Susan Kershman 

Ben Schwartzman-9/8-Elul 5
 Father of Mitch Schwartzman 

Stanley Mervis-9/15-Elul 12
 Father of Lisa Steve Mervis 

Charles Solomon Berman-9/16-Elul 13
 Father of Phyllis Berman  

Minnie Selinger-9/16-Elul 13
 Mother of Warren Selinger 

Manny Goldfisher-9/17-Elul 14
 Uncle of Ellie Barbarash

Samuel Belasco-9/18-Elul 15
 Grandfather of Andrea Belasco 

Jeffrey David Samuelsson-9/18-Elul 15
 Son of Eilen Levinson 
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 p.m.

Friday, Sept, 2 — 7:30 p.m. - Rosh Hodesh Elul and 
Kabbalat Shabbat Re’eh, in the Mishkan Chapel

Saturday, Sept. 3 – Rosh Hodesh Elul – Re’eh – 9:30 
a.m. – Torah Study;  10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Service

Friday, Sept. 9 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabalat Shabbat Service, 
with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, Sept. 10 – Shoftim – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In 
Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael; 5:00 p.m. – Minha 

Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Owen Spencer will be called 
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.

Saturday, Sept. 17 – Ki-Tetze – 10:00 a.m. –  Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn; 10 a.m. — Program with 
Julie Benioff

Friday, Sept. 23— Village Shabbat Dinners at 5 
locations. Visit www.mishkan.org 

Saturday, Sept. 24 – Ki-Tavoh – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn;  7:30 p.m. – Pre-Selihot 
Workshop;  9:00 pm–Selichot Service

and more often than not, my falling short of the 
person I long to be in this precious one life. If I have 
unintentionally hurt or missed the mark with any of 
you, please let me know in kindness so we may move 
into this next year with a more open heart together. 
If we can strengthen our own connections to each 
other as I begin the first year of my new five-year 
covenant to serve our community, please let me 
know better ways to do so or ways you can better 
support each other in conscious Jewish community.

Let us move forward in strength and deeper 
engagement together. This is going to be a remarkable 
year. Elul tov v’Shanah Tovah U’Mitukah--wishing all of 
us and our precious world rebirth and renewal in the 
year ahead. 

We are poised to move to a new phase in the life 
of our community. Founding members can join 
the new generation of members to engage more 
actively in our mission and vision.  Please read Ma 
Hadash weekly and visit our website often to stay 
informed. Our Shabbat school pilot project begins 
in December for three monthly Shabbat immersion 
experiences. Thanks to Rabbi Erin Hirsh and Gratz 
College, we are getting some additional support 
for our Teen programming. With new member Julie 
Meyer’s leadership we are looking to reboot our 
Green Team and sustainability efforts as part of 
the HAZON seal of Sustainability initiative, and on 
Wednesday, September 14, at 7:00 p.m., our spiritual 
life team will offer a chance to learn and get behind 
the scenes of our Shabbat services for all interested. 

This is the year to raise the bar of involvement and 
take greater ownership of what the covenant of 
belonging means as a stakeholder in Mishkan Shalom. 
Thank you to those who began to move towards 
greater strength and commitment in volunteer time 
and financial contributions beginning with our annual 
community meeting last June. Thank you all - we now 
have a new phase of the journey to travel together.

On Shabbat weekend of September 9-10 we can 
show up with and for each other, to lean into a 
renewed commitment and connections in a full 
weekend of dynamic learning, prayer and sustenance 
as we celebrate Owen Spencer’s Bar Mitzvah. Rabbi 
Yael, Julie and I will all be on hand.

As I take these words in myself, I assess my own 
leadership of service, my partnering, parenting and 
friendships. I see my contributions and growth, 
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