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Elu v’Elu: The Power of “And”

Can We Expand Our Perspectives and 
Take Action in the Year Ahead?

By Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Reaching out and reaching in are two integral sides to the 
same dynamic of building sacred community. I am committed 
to building a welcoming and spiritually activist community 
that seeks to grow not only in our membership and financial 
abundance in the face of national synagogue trends, but in our 
collaboration, compassionate connections, and ability to love 
each other without judgment.  We will act for transformation, 
sustainability and tikkun of our world. What are we opening 
our arms, hearts and tent wide to, if not these and other 
meaningful Jewish and human values?

During the High Holy Days (Yamim Noraim) with Rabbi 
Yael and our wonderful clergy and lay leadership team, we 
will introduce a new theme for the year. We will explore 
living into and embracing life’s complexities and build on 
the tradition of our Sages who teach: “Elu v’elu divrei 
Elohim Hayyim- these AND these are the ways 
of the Source of All Life. The ability to hold multiple 
perspectives and realities, to balance diverse views and to 
respect both majority and minority opinions, has been a core 
value and compassionate perspective of our historic tradition. 

It is a gateway to mutual understanding, our own healing and 
the well-being and sustainability of our planet. Much of this 
builds on the SHMITA year just ending and moves us forward 
in relation to our own communal evolution and needs of the 
local and global community. 

This stands in contrast to the in/out, with us/against us 
polarities of much of the religious, political and cultural   
discourse that dominates our world today, including our own 
Jewish and broader community. Religion, race, privilege, 
responsibility, blessing, challenge, gender constructs and 
     (continued next page)

The ability to hold multiple perspectives and 
realities [and] to balance diverse views…has 
been a core value…of our history and tradition.

Our High Holy Day tent
is open to all.

No tickets are required, but contributions are 
gratefully accepted.  Please visit 

www.mishkan.org for more information
and to register.

Shanah Tovah U’Mitukah -  
Blessings for a Sweet New Year



On Shabbat morning, September 12, we will remember 
Ron Fischman on the first anniversary of his violent 
death and unveil a Yarhrzeit plaque in his memory. We 
will chant the verses from Dvarim, Deuteronomy 30:11-
14, which underscore our focus in the year to come (my 
translation):

The direction I am offering you

Is not too confusing or complex

Nor is it beyond your reach.

It is not in the heavens… neither is it beyond the sea.

It is accessible in your own words and heart.

As I take these words in myself, I assess my own 
leadership of service at Mishkan and in the world, 
my partnering, parenting and friendships. I see my 
contributions and growth, and more often than not my 
falling short of the person I long to be in this precious 
one life. If I have unintentionally hurt or missed the mark 
with any of you, please let me know in kindness so we 
may move into this next year with a more open heart 
together. Let us go forward in the truth of the “AND” of 
possibility together. This is going to be a remarkable year 
for our community. Elul tov v’Shanah Tovah U’Mitukah-
-wishing all of us and our precious world rebirth and 
renewal in the year ahead.

 (continued from previous page)
identities, continuum of ability needs and capacities, 
particular, universal - these AND more offer us 
opportunities to grow, change and connect with 
ourselves each other and the world. 

Mordecai Kaplan wrote on September 11, 1943 
(Diaries, Vol. 12e):  “All life and action express 
themselves in the particular and take on 
meaning when that particular is subsumed 
under some universal principle. The 
particular without the universal is blind. 
The universal without the particular is 
empty.”

As we look ahead to this year, with new and 
continuing Board members and committee chairs, 
new and returning members, an amazing staff, 
including the addition of one of our own beloved 
teachers/members Julia Weekes to help coordinate 
Teen activities, and -- thanks to an RRC grant -- 
doubling the time of our rabbinic intern Julie Benioff, 
we are poised to move to a new phase in the life 
of our community. Founding members can join the 
new generation of members to fulfill our mission and 
vision. Please look at the wide-array of educational 
and programmatic offerings coming this year and get 
involved in volunteering and/or participating. This is 
the year to raise the bar of involvement.

(continued from Pg. 1)  Rabbi’s Letter
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part of! Without a spiritual community, one can still 
engage in acts of kindness, study and activities for 
repair of the world. True enough. And quite essential 
to go deep on one’s own into these critical aspects 
of living an ethical, engaged, meaningful life. While 
essential on one’s own, it is incomplete without a 
community or familiar souls and families to be in 
spiritual relationship with on life’s journey. We need 
the solidarity and strength of joining together to 
stand for what is right and good and enduring. 

As contemporary Jews, however, we have come to 
this path, this lineage, these rich traditions; we are 
the holders and the custodians and the evolvers of 
this ancient spiritual lineage. It is ours to nurture 
and to be nurtured by, to pass our lineage to the 
next generation enriched and in better condition. 
This spiritual lineage evolves us as individuals from 
generation to generation- l’dor vador- in the human 
aspiration towards inhabiting the earth peacefully, 
sustainably and with the enduring awe that is 
possible for each of us.   

So, why do I belong to a synagogue at all and to 
Mishkan Shalom in particular? For all these reasons, 
yes, and so many more. The best answer, perhaps, 
cannot be put into words, but requires that we stop 
and pray together. In this stopping during the Days of 
Awe, let us look gently and kindly into each others’ 
eyes and speak and listen to our gratitude and need 
for each other. Let us study Torah together! Let 
us bring acts of loving kindness to each other! Let 
us join together in Tikkun Olam, as keepers and 
evolvers and enhancers of the ancient Jewish lineage. 
A spiritual lineage reaching back through Abraham 
and Sarah through the very rock of Sinai, deep into 
the generous, generative, mystery-rich spirit of the 
earth, which is the very Creator of life in all its 
abundant forms.

With Love -

David

Days of Awe Upon Us
I look forward to seeing you during these coming 
Days of Awe! On behalf of the Board, I hope that 
you will help Mishkan Shalom by inviting friends to 
attend our services as one of our primary goals for 
the year is to grow MIshkan’s membership, and thus 
increase the strength and richness of our community. 
Together we can accomplish this imperative - we 
cannot rely solely on others to accomplish this work 
of the Reconstruction of our lineage, to strengthen 
it and enhance it and pass it on as an even stronger 
more vital source of knowledge and Tikkun Olam. 
And if helping to grow our membership is not your 
calling, please consider making a generous donation 
to support the growth and fiscal vitality of Mishkan 
Shalom. All of this is holy.

The Days of Awe are soon opening for us again! 
Sensing this annual return of days steeped in deep 
ritual, reflection, and the healing opportunity of 
returning to the home of our souls… This time 
before the Days of Awe refocuses the interrelated 
questions of, ”Who needs a spiritual community?” 
and “Why do I belong to a synagogue at all, and 
Mishkan Shalom in particular?” In fact, I think about 
these two questions all year since stepping into the 
position of president. I ask the questions regularly at 
Board meetings, in conversations with members and 
potential members and with other Jews. In fact, I’ve 
been asking the question of “Who needs a spiritual 
community?” pretty much all of my life.  For me 
it has been a question imbedded in so many texts 
and stories; so often bad things happen when the 
spiritual community is weak, good things happen 
when the spiritual community is strong. The truly 
“spiritual” community is harmonious, functional and 
intact.

Mishkan is a largely harmonious, functional and intact 
spiritual community rooted in acts of kindness, study 
and Torah, and repair of the world- Tikkun Olam. 
These are all relational experiences. The more we 
live these, the stronger we weave ourselves and each 
other into a spiritual community--a living container, 
incubator and transmitter of the evolving values of 
our lineage. That’s a pretty powerful reality to be 

by David PiverPresident’s Letter
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love of our hearts.  In this way, the Torah says, you 
will lay a firm foundation for your teshuvah, for your 
returning to what is most essential and true. So as 
we enter this time together and take an accounting 
of our lives may we also celebrate the relationships 
we have nurtured, the life-affirming choices we have 
made, the moments we have cared well for ourselves 
and have given of ourselves for the benefit of others. 
 
May we feel our connection to the earth and each 
other and may these connections inspire our love 
and our actions. 
 
I am so grateful to be walking into the New Year 
with Rabbi Shawn and with all of you.  I so celebrate 
our sacred community.  We are blessed beyond 
measure to have each other.  Let us open our hands 
and hearts and invite others to join us.  Let us open 
possibilities for connection and love.

We stand at the threshold of a new beginning.  May 
we walk together with generosity, with awareness 
and trust.  May we be a blessing to our community 
and the world.

Shalom, Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends,

It is with such joy and excitement that I approach 
this New Year together.
I am so grateful for our community, for the love, 
passion, vision, hope and understanding we inspire in 
each other. And I look forward to seeing you as we 
move toward the Yamim Noraim together.

As we come out of these summer months that have 
held great beauty and blessing as well as horrific 
violence and fear I pray for the capacity to do real 
teshuvah –to examine the ways I have failed to live 
with love and compassion, to confront the hatred 
and anger that is buried in my own heart and to 
acknowledge the times I choose to turn away rather 
than to turn toward and make an offering of my 
open heart and open hands.

I appreciate that, during this time of preparation for 
the New Year, we are called not only to acknowledge 
our shortcomings but to also to acknowledge the 
ways in which we have lived well. The Torah portions 
that invite us into this time urge us to reflect on the 
blessings in our lives, the offerings we have made, and 
to see and raise up the work of our hands and the 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness

Why Pomegranates: New-ish
Symbol for the High Holidays

Although the pomegranate is an ancient symbol 
steeped in tradition, it has re-emerged in 
contemporary culture, not only because of its beauty 
and rich history, but because the pomegranate is 
quite desirable for its healthy, antioxidant qualities. 

The word pomegranate, “rimon” in Hebrew, is 
derived from the Latin words “pomum” (apple) and 
“granatus” (seeded). Grown in the Mediterranean 
region for several thousand years, this remarkable 
fruit is rich in symbolism and there are specific 
references to the pomegranate in the Bible.
Exodus 28:33-34 states that images of pomegranates 
be woven into the hem of the me’il (“robe of 
ephod”), a robe worn by the Hebrew High Priest. 
Pomegranates can also be found in the Bible in 1 

Kings 7:13-22, where the fruit 
is depicted on the capitals of 
the two pillars which stood 
in front of the temple King 
Solomon built in Jerusalem. 
King Solomon is said to 
have designed his crown 
based on the “crown” of the 
pomegranate. The significance 
of the Jewish pomegranate is 
further exemplified by its appearance on ancient 
coins of Judea, one of only a few images that appear 
as a holy symbol.
Jewish tradition teaches that the pomegranate is a 
symbol of righteousness because it is said to have 
613 seeds, which corresponds with the 613 mitzvot, 
or commandments, of the Torah. For this reason and 
others, it is customary to eat pomegranates on Rosh 
Hashanah. 
	 	 (continued	on	page	12)
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In another exciting piece of news, we welcome back 
a returning faculty member,  Ann Ellen Dickter, also 
known as Chana. Here is some of her bio: Chana 
(known as Ann Ellen outside of the Jewish education 
world) is thrilled to return to the Mishkan Shalom 
Congregational School, having previously taught here 
for 10 years. She is a founding member of Mishkan 
Shalom, and her two sons had their B’nai Mitzvah 
at Mishkan. She has worked in Jewish education 
for many years, as both a teacher and education 
director, both in K-7 supplemental schools and at 
the high school level. She looks forward to sharing 
her knowledge and passions with our students. 
Chana believes that every child can find a personal 
connection to our Jewish tradition, history, practice 
or culture, and it is the teacher’s job to guide each 
student towards his/her connection point. Chana, 
who holds a Master’s Degree in Communication 
Disorders, spent many years as a clinical audiologist, 
hearing therapist, health care administrator and early 
intervention specialist.

As always, we will continue with our six-week 
learning units called Hoogs. We would love a 
synagogue member to teach a hoog. It is only from 
7:15 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday. Play people, 
singers, artists--we would love for you to teach a 
Jewish themed 6-week learning unit. In the past, we 
have had filmmakers helping students create films, an 
artist doing mosaics with the students and several 
parents who have directed plays. Call me if you are 
interested. 

If anyone has not registered for Mishkan, this is a 
great time to do that. It is hard for me to know 
how many teachers I need if there are only three 
families registered for school. Join now and you will 
be counted!

Have a great rest of the summer and come to 
services and to see us on Wednesday and Sunday at 
this active, alive, fun, project oriented Congregational 
school. Bring your unconnected friends too. I think 
we offer a nice place for all children to think and act 
Jewishly in our world. 

Rivka

Dear All,

What a great time was had this summer! In July, we 
had about 40 people enjoy our family service and fun 
time.  Gabby Kaplan Mayer had art activities, I read a 
story and Rabbi Shawn lead us in songs. Mostly though, 
people, old and young, talked, ate and enjoyed each 
other. In August, we did it again with lots of activities 
for kids led by our Gabby. I was able to talk to people 
about the coming school year.

So another great year is about to begin and we 
have a few new ideas. The whole synagogue is 
taking on the theme of “Elu v’Elu” and so will our 
school. During assemblies, there will be ideas, plays 
and songs that support answering the question, 
“what is it like to live as a Jewish person in America 
today?” As always, the members of our synagogue 
and school students will provide the answers. We 
will let everyone know when those assemblies are 
so that all interested can join us. We will also have 
the theme of “Jews around the World,” where we 
will look at how similar to each other are Jews in 
different places. How do they pray, eat and talk? The 
students should find that very interesting. For every 
learning unit, the students will have projects and a 
way to show their projects to everyone else in the 
school.

We will start most of our school (3rd through 
7th graders) the day after Rosh Hashanah on 
Wednesday, September 16, at 6:15 p.m..  Our first 
day of Sunday school will be September 20, at 9:30 
a.m. Come hear a short introduction to the year 
right at the beginning. We will also give time for you 
to talk to the new teacher(s) of your child(ren). 

The same day, September 20, will be our exciting 
Flea Market. Come and bring things to the flea 
market.  Help Sharon Gornstein and Lisa Moss 
take care of the Mishkan booths.  Email them at 
fleamarket@mishkan.org to let them know if you 
have anything to give, or if you can help with doing 
some of the many jobs to get this event ready. The 
flea market profits all will go to the synagogue and 
school. 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School

mailto:fleamarket%40mishkan.org?subject=
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We also said shalom for now to long-time members 
Steve Elwell and Kate Judge, and Michael and Leslie 
Leff, whose lives are taking them to other cities, 
even as they retain connection to Philadelphia 
and to Mishkan Shalom. We have also welcomed a 
half-dozen new member households even before 
the High Holy Days and have multiple inquiring 
prospective members calling weekly as well as 
planning on coming to join us at High Holy Days.

Our board and executive committees continued 
their work during the summer, and we are blessed by 
Susan Richards stepping forward as our new Lifelong 
Learning Chair, succeeding Anndee Hochman, who 
has done so much for our community and will 
continue on as a committee member this year.  
These are only some of the highlights of the summer 
of 2015-- now part of memory as we move forward 
together into the year ahead!

The Long Days of Summer- Highlights 
from a Bustling Summer of Mishkan 
Shalom Activities

By Rabbi Shawn Zevit

The summer of 2015 may have been a little quieter 
in the Mishkan Shalom office, and yes there were 
vacations- but it was also a dynamic summer 
of connection. Over one hundred current and 
prospective members attended Shabbat services 
the weekend of July 24-25, at our potluck dinner 
that followed and our packed hillside Shabbat-
Under-The-Stars with surprise guest musicians, 
the Shabbat morning public baby naming of new 
members Billie and Rachel’s newborn son Jack/
Yaakov the next day.  All Shabbat morning services 
were coordinated with care by our own Rivka 
Jarosh, led by Rabbi Yael and me, or one of our lay 
or clergy member leaders (Rabbi Phyllis Berman and 
Rabbi Arthur Waskow,  Alan and Lisa Tuttle, Eugene 
Fleischman-Sotirescu, Kohenet Shoshana Bricklin), 
were well attended with enthusiasm. 

We had a wonderful new initiative, a “week of 
welcoming” August 15-22, including the family 
program organized by Gabby Kaplan-Mayer with 
Rivka Jarosh’s help, We had a Friday night Rosh 
Hodesh Kabbalat Shabbat led by Wendy Galson, 
Susan Windle, and Kohenet Shoshana Bricklin, 
summer school open house,  A Way In Elul retreat 
with Rabbi Yael and reports in from some of our 
members powerful summer experiences that 
connect with our own Mishkan mission.

There were moments that brought us together, 
baby-namings, conversions, weddings and there 
were difficult losses as well. In response to deaths 
that touched many of us personally and in a shared 
exploration of how we respond to trauma thanks to 
Barbara Breitman as we commemorated Tisha B’Av 
in partnership with the Germantown Jewish Centre. 

We also stood and continue to stand with our 
AME Church brothers and sisters, and through our 
membership in POWER and other racial justice 
initiatives in the face of relentless violence against 
and deaths of people of color in our country.  
Lisagail Zeitlin captained our Mishkan Shalom 
presence at the end of June in Harrisburg as part of 
our collective fight for a fully funded fair education 
formula in our state. 

Todah	Rabah...
I want to say bruchim	ha’baim/welcome to our 
first-time or returning past-members, and a 
special thanks to the more than fifty households 
who sent in their membership early and those 
of you who gave additional contributions. Our 
robust summer services, programs and lifecycle 
events has meant greater connectivity and shared 
experience than many prior summers for those of 
you who participated.

I am grateful for the blessing of serving as your 
lead rabbi with Rabbi Yael, Rivka, Gari, Maria, 
Gabby, Mr. Charles, Brian, Julie, and a truly 
inspiring board of outgoing (Sharon Gornstein, 
Lynne Iser, Andy Soloway, Steve Perkiss, John 
Schapiro), ongoing (David Piver, Ellen Tichenor, 
Doron Henkin, Barry Dornfeld, Alan Tuttle, Karen 
Meshkov) and new board members (Marc Jacobs, 
Janelle McCoy, Ilene Burak, Rosalind Spigal), as well 
as a wide-range of lay leaders (i.e. YOU!). 

Thanks to our President David Piver and a Board 
supported engagement initiative being coordinated 
by Gari Weilbacher, board members Ellen 
Tichenor and Barry Dornfeld. Karen Meshkov, 
Matt Pillischer and Gabby Kaplan-Mayer have been 
helping us reach out to the greater community 
in advance of High Holy Days through intensified 
social media and video efforts.  Make sure to visit 
our Facebook page and subscribe to our Twitter 
account. 

- Rabbi Shawn

https://mishkan.org/our-tent-is-open-wide
https://mishkan.org/story/shabbat
https://mishkan.org/story/shabbat
https://mishkan.org/committee/rosh-chodesh-monthly-service
https://mishkan.org/committee/rosh-chodesh-monthly-service
https://mishkan.org/power-philadelphians-organized-to-witness-empower-rebuild
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City-wide Judaism and Sustainability 
program, of which Mishkan is a co-
sponsor.  Sunday, October 18, at Or Ami 1:00 
p.m. - 5 p.m.  The SHMITA year may be over, but 
sustainability continues!

SoulCollage® With a Jewish Spin:  an 
intuitive, imaginative, creative process taught by 
Susan Richards, Sunday, November 1, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 
p.m.  No art experience necessary. 

Pause and Refresh Your Soul:  Monthly 
Shabbat afternoon reflection, study and song, at 
the Zevit household with Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi 
Simcha. We’ll continue mixing Shabbat afternoon 
spiritual practice with a new series of Talmud Study 
from the Babylonian tractate “Berahot”: Blessings, 
which looks at the foundation of prayer and 
individual and communal spiritual life, This study is 
also connected to this year’s theme of The Power of 
“And”:  Expanding Perspective and Action. The ability 
to hold multiple perspectives and realities as part of 
a sacred whole is a gateway to understanding and 
healing, more offer opportunities to grow, change 
and connect with ourselves, each other and the 
world.  Saturdays, November 7 and December 5, 
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (Also February, March, May, and 
June; we’ll let you know further details later!)

Weekly Torah Study:  Saturday mornings, 9:00 
a.m. –  9:55 a.m. in the Library, 3rd floor.  Mishkan is 
blessed with a variety of Torah Study leaders, starting 
with Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael.  Eugene Fleishman 
Sotirescu leads Torah and Mussar on the first 
Shabbat of the month.  Other leaders include Rabbi 
Arthur Waskow, Rabbi Simcha Zevit, and Kohenet 
Shoshana Bricklin.  Torah study is interactive, lively, 
and thought provoking.  

Stay tuned!  There is more to come!  Details, 
instructor bios, additions, updates, and registration 
info will be on the website after September 1 www.
mishkan.org/,  thanks to Steve Vlam, our webpage 
mavin.  There will also be more detailed information 
in your Ma Hadash emails!

Lifelong Learning

by Susan Richards

It’s a New Year, filled with new beginnings and an 
exciting Fall term of classes at Mishkan Shalom.  The 
Lifelong Learning/Adult Education committee 
is extremely grateful to Anndee Hochman for 
her dedicated and inspired years of service as 
chairperson.  Fortunately, she will be remaining 
on the committee as chairperson emeritus.  As 
the newbie chair I look forward to my own adult 
education, learning from Anndee and the other 
members of the committee as we build on and 
continue successful offerings from the past and 
explore new possibilities as well.

Here is a taste, a forshpeis as they say:

Special Yamim Noraim / Days of Awe 
study with Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael, Saturday 
September 12, 9 :00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., Library, 3rd 
floor.

Hakheyl: The Final Assembly of SHMITA 
year and Sukkot. Collaboration with 
Germantown Jewish Center (GJC), P’nai Or and 
other local congregations, hosted by GJC. Study, 
celebration and reflection with ecological focus 
of this every-seven year event capping the official 
SHMITA year that has just passed. Sunday October 
4, 1:00 p.m.

One Book Mishkan:  Our 5776 book is 
Waveland by Simone Zelitch, a story which takes us 
into the heat and heartbreak of Freedom Summer, 
as young Beth Fine enters with good intentions and 
grows in unexpected ways.  The book discussion will 
be October 18, 4:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 

On December 13, 4:00 p.m., the last night of 
Hanukah, there will be a panel in the Heschel-
King Room, including the author herself, facilitated 
by Harold Gorvine.   Many thanks to the Library 
Committee for continuing this Mishkan tradition for 
the 11th year!
Walk the Talk:  Knowing Nature Through 
a Jewish Lens.  Once again Steve Jones will 
tune our eyes and ears to learning Torah from the 
plants and animals of the Wissahickon.  A Shabbat 
afternoon around Sukkot, cars leaving from Mishkan.

http://www.mishkan.org/
http://www.mishkan.org/


8

Author Rosellen Brown writes: “…Zelitch has 
caught the complexity, the satisfactions, and the 
contradictions of those urgent times…. Brave 
actions have consequences and this moving novel 
does honor to those who bore them.

Simone Zelitch is the author 
of three previous novels, including 
Louisa, which The New York 
Times called “A wonderfully 
bittersweet work” and for which 
she received the Goldberg Prize 
in Emerging Jewish Fiction. She’s 
been honored with an NEA grant in Fiction and 
residences at the Edward Albee Barn and Yaddo. 
She established a Creative Writing program at 
Community College of Philadelphia and coordinates 
their new degree in English. Her novel, Judenstaat, is 
due next summer.



If you’re a reader, booklover, lover of 
libraries or want to deepen your knowledge of 
Jewish subject matter, the Library Committee could 
be a great fit for you. Learn more by visiting our 
Library page at: www.mishkan.org or write library@
mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

Back to Shul: Back to One Book 
Mishkan

Waveland, by Simone Zelitch
Book Discussion: Sunday, October 18, 
4:00 p.m.

As we embark upon this 
New Year, we hope you’ll join 
us in reading Waveland, our 
5776 One Book Mishkan 
selection. In the months 
ahead, we’ll explore its 
varied themes in our 11th 
annual program series, 
beginning with our Book 
Discussion in mid-October.

“Freedom Summer,” 
1964, finds our well-
intentioned protagonist, Beth Fine, joining volunteers 
from the north staffing Freedom Schools and 
working to register voters in Mississippi. Sequential 
mishaps -- such as participating in a wade-in to 
desegregate a public pool and almost drowning -- 
cause her to describe herself to her daughter, years 
later, as “the girl who did everything wrong.” Brave, 
committed, not afraid to question authority, Beth still 
finds herself an outsider in the Movement and learns 
there are limits to the best intentions. Over time, 
new questions on the nature of authority and justice 
bring deepened commitment and new understanding. 

by Sharon RhodeLibrary 

http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:library%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:library%40mishkan.org?subject=
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Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM 
Please see the full description of Hineni on page 
11 in this Kol Shalom.  To contact Hineni, email 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  

Are you receiving Acts of Caring via 
email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

Acts of Caring – more specifically Hineni 
– needs help.  If you are interested in helping 
sustain our community with a job that requires 
no meetings and brings great rewards, we would 
like one more person to help with Hineni.  
Requirements: The ability to phone members who 
Acts of Caring has identified as possibly in need of 
help; identify ways Mishkan can be of help, and use 
Volunteer Spot (easy) to allow members to sign 
up.  Hineni coordinators (currently Sharon Sigal 
and Lisa Mervis) work closely with Acts of Caring 
listserv coordinators (Gene Bishop and Stephanie 
Shell) to communicate needs. We could use one 
more person to give current coordinators flexibility 
around their own vacation and work schedules.  
This is one of Mishkan’s most rewarding volunteer 
opportunities – if you are the right person, please 
email actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  

Mazel Tov
We send a hearty mazel tov to Rod McNeil and Bill 
Grey on their recent nuptials; and to Ilana Reisner 
and Susan Stehman on their recent marriage.  Also 
to Erika Aaron and Marc Fliegelman, who welcomed 
their newest grandchild Eli Daniel Fliegelman; and to 
Rachel and Billy Linstead Goldsmith, who welcomed 
their son, Jack Linstead Goldsmith.

Condolences
We extend condolences to Marc Fliegelman on 
the death of his mother Ruth Fliegelman, and to 
Marc Goodman on the death of his father, Harry 
Goodman.  May both Marcs and their families be 
comforted among all the mourners of Zion and all 
humanity and may the memories of Ruth and Harry 
be for a blessing. We also extend condolences to 
Karly Whitaker and her family on the death of her 
husband Steve Kanner, former Mishkan members 
who recently relocated to Cleveland but remain in 
our hearts.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members   Claire 
Needleman, Wendy Horwitz,, Jay Tarler, Bill Grey, 
Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark Goodman, 
Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz, Denise Kulp, and 
Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), 
Debra Singer and Marcus Singer(sister and father 
of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie 
& Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-
law of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie 
Post (sister of Nancy Post) and Judy Jasper Leicht 
(friend of Eileen Levinson) in our prayers as well. May 
they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:Actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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There may be something helpful that we have 
not thought of yet.  If so, do not be afraid to ask. 
Unfortunately we are unable to meet long term 
needs but we will try and help to identify resources 
if possible.

How does this happen?  If you could benefit from 
Hineni help, or you know someone who could, 
send an email to actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  A 
Hineni coordinator will call and help you identify 
services. An Acts of Caring email will be sent to the 
community with a link to a website to volunteer- or, 
if the needs are few, a way to contact you.

If you are in need of help, but prefer confidentiality, 
we can try to honor your request.  You can contact 
the Rabbis directly, who will contact us.  

The actsofcaring email address is monitored by 
Rabbis Shawn and Yael, Gene Bishop, Stephanie Shell, 
(list serve coordinators), and Lisa Mervis and Sharon 
Sigal (Hineni coordinators).

What Is Hineni?

by Stephanie Shell and Gene Bishop 

Hineni (Hebrew for “I am here” and pronounced 
hee-NAY-nee) is a voluntary Mishkan Shalom 
member support network offering short-term 
concrete help to our members. We think of this 
support in the broadest possible way, and encourage 
the community to help us in this endeavor. If you or 
a family member have had an accident, illness, or any 
life transition requiring a bit of extra help we may be 
able to assist you.

 Examples of Hineni services include, but are not 
limited to:

�� Providing meals while you or a family 
member recuperates from illness or after 
bringing home a new baby.

�� New parent babysitting –relief to have some 
couple time or just to have some down time.

�� Rides to doctor appointments or elsewhere 
during periods of recuperation/illness.

�� Assistance with errands (grocery store, etc., 
weeding, picking up children from activities) 
during periods of recuperation/illness.

�� Coordination of visits in home or hospital 
during periods of recuperation/illness.

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
 Gene Bishop, Rivka Jarosh, Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, 

Maria Paranzino, David Piver, Sharon Rhode,
 Susan Richards, Stephanie Shell and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month to
levinsone@yahoo.com
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Emma Belasco-9/21-Tishrei 8
 Grandmother of Andrea Belasco 

Sam Kaufman-9/21-Tishrei 8
 Father of Robert Kaufman 

Henry Galson-9/22-Tishrei 9
 Grandfather of Wendy Galson 

Henry Maschler-9/23-Tishrei 10
 Father of Rina Maschler 

Jean Somers-9/23-Tishrei 10
 Mother of Larry Somers Chiqui 

Harvey Stone-9/23-Tishrei 10
 Father of Andrew Stone 

Morris Kleiner-9/24-Tishrei 11
 Father of David Kleiner 

Alan Masters-9/24-Tishrei 11
 Father of Steve Masters 

Arlene Bellinger-9/27-Tishrei 14
 Mother of Dan Auerbach 

Mark Rybnick-9/29-Tishrei 16
 Cousin of Ellie Barbarash 

Bea Horwitz-9/30-Tishrei 17
 Mother of Seth Horwitz 

Elmer Blistein-9/1-Elul 17
 Father of Adam Blistein 

Gertrude Galson Greenberg-9/3-Elul 19
 Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Else Goldschneider-9/4-Elul 20
 Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Lualle Barbarash-9/5-Elul 21
 Mother of Ellie Barbarash

Samuel Levin-9/5-Elul 21
 Grandfather of Barrie Levin 

Frances McCullen-9/6-Elul 22
 Father of Mark McCullen 

Janet Spigel Linic-9/6-Elul 22
 Sister of Rosalind Spigel 

Lucille Kleppel-9/10-Elul 26
 Mother of Judy Kleppel

Arthur Deikman-9/11-Elul 27
 Father of Susan Deikman 

Helen Finn Ruder-9/11-Elul 27
 Mother of Abby Ruder 

Sara Laver-9/15-Tishrei 2
 Mother of Lance Laver

Yahrzeits
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Saturday, September 19 – Vayelech – 9:00 
a.m. – Torah Study; 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Shuvah 
Service, led by Rabbi Shawn

Tuesday, September 22 – 6:15 p.m. – Erev 
Yom Kippur Service at Haverford

Wednesday, September 23 – 9:00 a.m. – 
Yom Kippur Services at Haverford

Saturday, September 26 – Haazinu - 9:00 
a.m. – Torah Study; 10:00 a.m. – A Way In 
Mindfulness Service, led by Rabbi Yael

Sunday, September 27 - 5:00 p.m. - Erev 
Sukkot	potluck at the home of Christ Jacobs and 
Nancy Post

Monday, September 28 – 10:00 a.m. – 
Sukkot Service, led by Rabbis Shawn and Yael

Saturday, September 4 – Ki Tavo – 9:30 a.m. 
– Torah Study; 10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Service, led 
by Ellen Weaver; 9:00 p.m. – Slihot Service, led by 
Rabbis Shawn and Yael

Saturday, September 12 – Nitzavim – 9:00 
a.m. – Tot Shabbat, with Rivka; Yamim Noraim/
Days of Awe Study, with Rabbis Shawn and Yael; 
10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, led by 
Rabbis Shawn and Yael

Sunday, September 13 – 7:00 p.m. – Erev 
Rosh Hashanah Service at Mishkan

Monday, September 14 – 9:00 a.m. – Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Haverford

Tuesday, September 15 – 9:00 a.m. – Rosh 
Hashanah Service at Mishkan

Friday, September 18 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

T’filot 

Pomegranates

	 	 (continued	from	page	4)
Moreover, the pomegranate represents fruitfulness, 
knowledge, learning, and wisdom.

Interestingly, many Jewish scholars believe that 
the pomegranate was the “forbidden fruit” of the 
Garden of Eden. Furthermore, the pomegranate 
is listed in the Bible as one of the seven species 
(shivat haminim) of fruits and grains that are special 
products of the Land of Israel.

The pomegranate tree we use as a symbol this year 
was a design from a silk batik that is the work of 
Meline Saftalyan, an New York artist. She graciously 
let us use it with her permission.

	-	Maralin	Blistein


