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Gathering Under the 
Sukkah of Sacred Community

For everything there is a season, 
and a time for all things in the world.
Kohelet/Ecclesiastes 3:1 (traditionally read during Sukkot)

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

It was such a blessing to share 
the Yamim Noraim (Days of 
Awe) again with all of you, and 
with Rabbi Yael, Rabbi Myriam, 
Claire Brunhild and our amazing 
volunteer team to reach new 
levels of meaning and inspiration. 
This month, with joy and 
commitment, we gather for the 
many celebrations of Sukkot. 
We welcome the wonderful diversity of new and prospective members 
exploring their spiritual and identity journeys with us.

I pray something has stirred in your soul, your awareness, your longing 
for the world that can be; what will spur you into action in the year 
ahead? I encourage you to get involved in Mishkan Shalom in new ways.  We 
ask every member household to volunteer in our community. We want 
to define membership as more than an exchange of financial resources, 
though we must also be generous and committed with our resources as 
many of you have been, to be sustainable in the long run. 

Our journey together has only begun. To stay truly creative and alive on 
the spiritually activist path is to keep re-finding, redefining and refining 
our Mishkan, our home, on different insights, new and old relationships, 
and the Divine constancy of change. As Rabbi Art Green writes in Seek 
My Face- Speak My Name, (pp.140-1)
  
 “We Jews (SZ: and partners and seekers) who are still in the process of 
reclaiming (or exploring) our Judaism and returning to tradition in one way or 
another often think we do so as a result of our own individual odysseys, life 
experiences, and struggles that seem to us entirely private and idiosyncratic. 
But as we identify again with Judaism, we begin to find ourselves living richly 
in the context of the Jewish people, past, present, and future…. Somewhere in 
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Letter from the Rabbi
the course of living in community, we come to see that 
the journey is not an isolated one anymore.”
   
So many people that I spoke with over the Yamim 
Noraim/High Holy Days expressed a shared longing 
for a communal model where the journey of the 
individual could join with others in prayer, mutual 
support and societal transformation. Our theme 
this year:  Ayin -Hayyim, Eyes on Life, speaks to this 
aspiration and commitment and is a life-long learning 
class Rabbi Yael and I will be offering this November. 
To take a page from Rabbis Staub and Alpert’s, 
Exploring Judaism (Reconstructionist Press, NY, 
2000):
 
“When Kaplan (the innovator of a Reconstructionist 
Approach to Jewish Life) defined Judaism as the religion 
of ethical nationhood, he sought to express our conviction 
that the Jewish civilization is a means to greater ends-
the fulfillment of the individual, the responsibility of 
individuals to treat others as reflections of the Divine 
image, and the responsibility of each community to seek 
global justice and peace amongst all communities. We 
need to do more than emphasize Jewish survival; we 
must also make Jewish civilization function in the service 
of these transcendent ends.” 
   
The Festival of Sukkot invites us into a relationship 
with both time and space. We move into Sukkot, 
where we gather in vulnerability and celebration 
in an open-dwelling place- porous to the elements 
and welcoming to each other at the final harvest 
of the year. Through ushpizin, the tradition of 
welcoming in the spiritual presence of ancestors 
along with our family, friends and community, we 
reach across time connected with the rhythms 
of the earth and seasons and locate ourselves in 
space, albeit a temporary dwelling that reminds us 
of the impermanence and the preciousness of each 
moment and place. 

Dr. Yonatan Mirvis, International Director of the 
Melton School in Jerusalem writes about the 
immersion in ideas and relationship to time and 
space at this time of year, “Sukkot is a unique festival 
in that it “falls” on us with almost no preparation. Yom 
Kippur is the “Shabbat Shabbaton”, the day in which 
time is most sanctified. On Sukkot, we are directed to 
live in a temporary dwelling (dirat arai) and make an 
evaluation of our use of space.  In living in this sukkah 

and engaging in hospitality in an area, which is far less 
secure and probably far smaller, we suddenly find a very 
different relationship to our utilization of space.  Every 
conversation can be heard from the outside and the 
“roof ” is not hermetically closed from neighbors above. 
For seven days when we move from our permanent 
home into the sukkah we must be very careful about 
what we say, how we say it and how we behave within 
the confines of “home”.  There are no secrets in the 
sukkah.  This life adjustment becomes a paradigm for 
how we use space and how we should conduct ourselves 
in space….” 

Shemini Atzeret is the last stop on the Festival route, 
where we are quiet and reflect on everything the 
holy days have brought to our attention - our 
relationships, community and the planet. We rejoice 
in our heritage at Simhat Torah, both in the particular 
of Jewish life and Torah itself, and in the universal 
truths and diversity of life around us. 

Our individual and collective journeys through this 
past month invite and even compel us to explore 
what can be born anew as individuals and especially 
as a dwelling place of wholeness, engagement and 
justice, a true Mishkan Shalom. We leap off the 
springboard of the hagim into the world of our own 
families, friendships, workplaces, neighborhoods and 
communities. Our hands and hearts need to work 
on environmental and racial justice, Islamophobia 
and anti-Semitism, immigration, Israel and Palestine, 
social and economic hardship- and the very 
democratic nature of our society.  The

                       (continued on page 16)
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Presented on 
First Day of Rosh Hashanah 
  
On behalf of the Board, I’m thrilled to welcome you 
to the High Holy Day services of Mishkan Shalom.  I 
look around and--thank G-d we’re here! Last year I 
told you something about my journey away from the 
Judaism I grew up with, into social justice, and at last 
to the activist Judaism that created and still animates 
Mishkan Shalom.  I spoke of exciting changes at 
Mishkan we could all look forward to in the new 
year, now the past year.  I don’t know about you, but 
I look at 5777 and think “What WAS that??”  

And what would we have done without Mishkan?  
I’m so grateful for having this spiritual well to dip 
into as we find our way and to guide our actions 
through the outrage and heartbreak of this broken 
America. 

We are blessed with rabbinic leadership – Rabbi 
Shawn and Rabbi Yael – who teach us by deed 
as well as by word, whose songs and prayers 
acknowledge us and challenge us, whose fervent 
commitments encourage and support our own.  Our 
rabbis have chosen as a theme for this year:  Einaiyin 
Chayyin, Eyes on Life. Choose life, support that 
which is life-giving. Find the “yesses!” in your lives 
and grow them. 

I believe that we bring more light into the world 
by serving others, by sharing in their burdens and 
supporting them through acts of caring and acts 
for justice. But entering this year, I have to take 
care of my body and I want to say “yes” to what it’s 
telling me.  Next month I’ll be getting new knees. As 
much as I want to be confronting racism, marching 
with POWER, witnessing against the Occupation, 
protecting health care and preventing deportations, I 
won’t be much good to others until I care for myself. 
I need to give to my own heart and body the same 
nourishment I believe the world needs, making my 
bones strong so they can carry me to the marches 
and dances and whatever comes in 5778.

Mishkan, too, needs strong bones. We, gathered here 
today, are a larger expression of the synagogue and 
village that makes its home in a renovated old mill in 
Manayunk. Many of us go beyond Mishkan’s walls to 
do our work for justice in the wider world. Yet that 
building on Freeland Avenue is our mooring, our safe 

harbor, where we come for inspiration, courage and 
replenishment. Once a year, in this assembly, we swell 
to a fuller size. We’re here today because our Mishkan 
is there, on its mooring in Manayunk. The Mishkan 
spirit that grows there rides the current outward. 
And so we are here; and so we get to make waves.
This is Mishkan’s 30th Rosh Hashanah service. Though 
that’s not long in the eyes of the world, we really are 
maturing. Many who have grown up as children of 
Mishkan are having children. And the more mature 
we become, the more important our structure 
becomes to our vitality and agency in the world. This 
year, we are embarking on a campaign to strengthen 
and nourish the structure of Mishkan.  After months 
of laying the groundwork, the Board has approved 
a 5-year, $950,000 sustainability campaign to make 
our home strong and vibrant well into the next 
generation. 

Just as I am not alone in taking care of my structure, 
we are not alone in tending to Mishkan’s. Our 
campaign is being shepherded by a dynamic trio 
I’d like to introduce to you: Irv Acklesburg, Keely 
Newman, and David Piver. We could not have a 
better leadership team.  If you know them, you 
know the essential gifts and profound love for 
Mishkan they bring to this mission. We are blessed, 
too, with the creative skills of Gari Weilbacher, our 
wonderful campaign consultant. These are only 
some of the people you will see and hear a lot 
more from throughout the year. I hope you’ll seek 
them out with your questions, your ideas, your early 
donations. We also have a dedicated and talented 
campaign committee and several working groups 
that all together will be launching the campaign in 
December. 

We all know there’s been a lot of mean-spirited talk 
in this country about a wall. But not all walls are bad. 
Walls can create safe spaces that offer Sanctuary. 
Our campaign will literally strengthen Mishkan’s 
walls, the better to welcome and shelter immigrants, 
to teach our children, to pray and organize. More 
people, single folks and all kinds of families, older 
folks and non-Jewish folks are drawn to Mishkan and 
joining our community We want to become even

(continued on page 7)

by Ellen TichenorLetter from the President
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by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
Dear Friends,

I am writing this a few days before Rosh Hashanah 
knowing that you will be reading it sometime after 
Yom Kippur. I hope that this time has inspired us to 
renew our commitment to step into the fullness of 
life with eyes lifted and hearts open.

And I pray that as we move through the rest of the 
Tishrei holidays and then back in regular time, we will 
allow ourselves to move a little more slowly, to take 
time to pause so we can care well for our own souls 
and be present for each other and for whatever this 
year will ask of us.  With this in mind, I share the 
following story:

A group of students and their teachers were 
traveling together to visit a great rabbi in a distant 
village.  To get to this village the students and 
teachers had to travel for many days over a high 
mountain pass. 

After 7 days of arduous walking the students awoke 
early in the morning to begin the final leg of their 
journey.  They were anxious to get started and were 
surprise to discover their teachers sitting drinking 
tea and reading from one of the books they had 
been carrying.                                                                                                      

The students, respectfully as they could, approached 
their teachers and asked them what time they would 
begin walking that day.  The teachers looked at the 
students and said, “Oh, we’re not going today.  Sit, 
look around, study a little. Perhaps we will begin 
again tomorrow.”                                                                      

The next day it was the same. The students woke up 
early, eager to make it over the mountain pass into 
the village of the great rav.  Their teachers again sat 
drinking tea and reading and told the students, “No, 
we are not going today, sit, maybe tomorrow.”

After a few more days of this the students grew 
inpatient and one of the bolder of them approached 
the teachers and said,  “What is going on?  We are 
trying to get to the village.  The weather is fine.  We 
know where we want to go. We can even see part of 
the trail from here.  Why aren’t we on our way?”

One of the teachers looked up and said, “We have 
been traveling very fast.  We have been carrying a 
great deal and now, we are waiting. We are waiting 
for our souls to catch up to our bodies.”

We are waiting for our souls to catch up to our 
bodies…

Even when we are paying close attention, life moves 
so fast.  And now we begin another year.  Let’s walk 
slowly enough to pause in appreciation and gratitude 
and raise up and offer the gifts that are ours to 
share.

May the words of our mouths, the meditations of 
our hearts and the work of our hands bring blessing 
and benefit to all.

Shana tova,
With Much Love,
Rabbi Yael



• Cary and Perry Borish and Sonia, 4th grade, and 
Elijah, 6th grade. 

• Beth and Ray Goldstein-Huxen and Keva 
• Shayna Gross and Alfredo Castro and Ari
It's a pleasure to welcome them to our 
community.
 
October is also the month where we will begin 
our regular Friday night Tot Shabbat and have a 
Tot Group program for Sunday 
morning. 
     If you know people with 
children five or under, tell them 
that we are providing a free 30-
45 minute program about Jewish 
topics. 

• On Friday, October 13, 
starting at 5:45 p.m., we will gather together 
with the community.

• On Sunday, October 15, at 10:00 a.m., the Tot 
Group will meet together to sing and tell stories. 

I will have my puppet friends Moses and Miriam 
there to help me too. 
             
Finally, please mark you calendars now for our 
Mishkanathon, the school's only real fundraiser, 
which will take place on Sunday, October 29.
     Unlike a fundraising walk or run, our students 
will go into our own local Wissahickon woods, and 
remove invasive plants and plant local ones. We have 
been doing this for at least ten years every Fall and 
all synagogue members are 
invited to join us! It is a lot 
of fun, and the children raise 
money to fund their work. Last 
year, we bought the monitor in 
the first floor lobby so that our 
school could be more evident, 
since we no longer have access 
to bulletin boards. If you see 
fit to contribute toward these 
efforts, we, at the school, would appreciate it.

Have a wonderful October. Our new members came 
to us through word of mouth. If you know of families 
looking for a synagogue, send them our way!

Rivka            

Dear All, 

This year most of the holidays start on 
Wednesday evenings and we'll be taking 
advantage of that holiday luck! 
When you get this newsletter, Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur will have passed After building the Sukkah right 
afterYom Kippur, we’ll be ready for our:
• Sukkah party on the first night of Sukkot, 

Wednesday, October 4.  
• On Wednesday, October 

11, it is Simhat Torah. The 
school will celebrate 
with the rest of the 
community as we open up 
our Torah scroll to surround 
the room, and sing and dance for 
the all the Hakafot. Candied apples will be served. 

We'll then have a respite from the holidays--but 
not from learning! 
One of our goals is that students feel comfortable 
with learning Hebrew.  We are continuing to do 
active language learning 
with Hebrew through 
Movement. The teachers 
are working hard with the 
students to make sure that 
they read and understand 
important words 
connected to our Jewish 
practices and prayers. 

• Our Gimel Class (3rd grade) will also have the 
project of exploring their roots. 

• The Vav (6th grade) class will begin their Tikkun 
Olam project of connecting with the immigrant 
experience through seeing how immigrants are 
treated today.  

• The Sunday school class is starting their Mitzvah 
of the Month exploration.

We're delighted to welcome new families in 
our synagogue and school. Please introduce 
yourselves when you see the following families:

• Viktoriya and Ben Torchinsky Field and their fifth 
grade son, Izzy. 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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An Appreciation of Dr. Lillian Sigal, Founding Library Committee Chair

Lil Sigal has decided to step down as Chair of 
Mishkan Shalom’s Library Committee, and thanking 
her is my first job as her successor.  We’ve been in 
our building long enough (sixteen years this coming 
January) that many members of the Congregation 
may have trouble imagining us without a working 
library and without a Library Committee to manage 
that space and to organize thoughtful programs.  
But, that was, to a great extent, the reality from our 
founding in the late ‘80s until we moved to Freeland 
Avenue.  There was a collection of books, but they 
were largely uncategorized on shelves or in boxes 
in an astonishing variety of storage sites (from, for 
example, the Navy Yard to Chestnut Hill United 
Methodist Church).  There was even a modest fund 
for the library that Rabbi Brian Walt had raised, but 
little point in spending that money on publications 
that, for the most part, members couldn’t get at or 
on events that had no readily available space.

Once we arrived in the building in January 2002, 
however, Lil took charge.  She formed our group 
and led us as we set up the room, unpacked and 
organized materials, developed policies that would 
make the collection available to the widest possible 
audience, and became integrated into Mishkan’s 
governance.  Fortunately, the Interfaith Community 
Building Group, which Mishkan co-founded, had 
decided to make our new building its construction 
project that summer, and Lil worked with that group 
and with several Mishkan committees to design 
the sturdy shelving and obtain the furniture we 
now enjoy. She also led our substantial research 
into possible ways to catalog the collection and 
reached far beyond Mishkan to solicit advice on a 
classification system.  Once we settled on those 
systems, Lil did a great deal of the hands-on work of 
preparing books for members and nonmembers to 
borrow.

Setting up the room and the collection was, 
obviously, plenty of work all by itself, but from 
the start Lil stressed that we needed to organize 
programs to encourage Congregants to take 
advantage of the library’s resources and to come 
together to discuss important issues in Jewish life.  

We decided to choose a “one book” each year and 
to organize programs that would illuminate each 
one.  Lil brought her own substantial academic 
background and that of her late husband, Rabbi 
Phillip Sigal, to both the selection of each book 
and to the shaping of the relevant programs.  
Her knowledge of, and passion for, biblical study, 
interfaith dialogue, social justice, and spirituality were 
obviously well-suited to finding appropriate books 
for programs at Mishkan, but with her guidance, 
we went well beyond her particular interests.  I 
think that in just our first ten years our choices 
have managed to offer something for everyone, 
from biblical scholarship (Who Wrote the Bible?) to 
family businesses (Sweet and Low) and from Israel 
(The Lemon Tree) to immigration (Call it Sleep).  See 
the entire list here: https://mishkan.org/committee/
library-committee

Lil was always the first to read the book we selected, 
sometimes led the book discussion we would 
invariably schedule, and had many great ideas for 
programming.  We’re glad (and -- in my case, anyway 
-- relieved) that she’s willing to remain a member 
of the Committee even though she has stepped 
down as Chair.  Several years ago, the Congregation 
recognized her, appropriately, with one of our Yad 
l’Yad awards, but please thank her again for all she’s 
done for us the next time you see her.

Library Committee
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Letter from the President (continued from page 3)

more attractive so that we can reach the people 
who don’t yet know they need us, widen our circle 
of membership, and add to Mishkan’s long-term 
financial health. Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael agree 
that this campaign will ensure Mishkan’s presence for 
the next generation. 

So here we are now, peering into the year 5778 and 
wondering, “What will this one be?” We don’t know. 

But whatever it brings, I hope you will greet it with 
open hearts, increased courage, greater generosity 
and deeper commitment. Mishkan is counting on us 
to hold it together.  I say again: Mishkan needs every 
single one of us to HOLD it…together.

L’Shanah Tova U’mitukah, sweetness and peace and 
many “yesses” for us all --  

Exploring the Unexpected in Our One Book Mishkan:
 The First Love Story:   Adam, Eve, and Us

Look in next month’s Kol Shalom and in Ma Hadash 
for information on upcoming programs around 
this year’s one book, The First Love Story:  Adam, Eve, 
and Us, by Bruce Feiler.  Even though my name is 
in the title of this book, until I read it, I had not 
thought very hard about how often, and in how 
many different ways, the story of the first family 
shows up in our culture.  Feiler’s book is not 
just an examination of the biblical story, although 
he certainly provides that; it’s also a close look 
at how later generations have used the story, 
with a particular focus on what the story tells 
us about love and sex.  He looks at some people 
you’d expect him to look at (St. Augustine and 
John Milton), and some you might not (Charles 
Darwin and Mae West).  That breadth presents 
an interesting challenge to the Committee as we 
develop programming, but I think we’re up to it.

A Better Library…A Better World

I’d like to close with two requests about the 
library space itself.  First, please don’t leave book 

contributions in the library 
unless you have cleared 
the donation first with 
Committee member Eilen 
Levinson (levinsone@
yahoo.com).  It is, to be blunt, not 
our job to deal with books you no longer want 
although, as stated in last month’s Kol Shalom, we 
do have a good idea of how you can deal with 
them in a place that may be even more convenient 
to you than Mishkan’s building: https://www.
betterworldbooks.com/go/donate.

Second, we’re glad that the Congregation uses the 
library for classes and meetings because it makes 
members aware of the many things we offer.  Still, 
please remember that it is a library before and after 
your event, and leave the room looking like your 
public library when it opens in the morning.

Shalom,  
Adam Blistein
(blistein@comcast.net)

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/go/donate
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/go/donate
mailto:blistein@comcast.net
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Philadelphia. “I did not 
realize what they had 
to give up…When 
you’re in their shoes, a 
piece of bread 
is like gold. I feel like, 
as a nation, we have to 
focus more on what 
we can do to make 
their lives easier. Our 
president is doing the 
exact opposite; I want 
him to go to Syria and 
see what’s happening!”

For her tikkun olam 
project, Rosie wants to raise money for research on 
Alzheimer’s, which afflicted both her grandfathers 
and a number of family friends. She’ll also help Rabbi 
Yael lead services at a care center for seniors, some 
of whom have dementia. “My goal is just to brighten 
their day, or even that minute.”

When Bat Mitzvah practice gets tough, Rosie uses a 
reward system: 30 minutes on her parasha earns her 
a ten-minute break. “I’ve learned so much—not only 
about myself but about my work ethic,” she says. “In 
the beginning, I thought I had to get it right away. But 
that’s not how it is. Some days, I was practicing while 
bursting into tears. It’s so hard, and so draining, but 
so rewarding.”

And even though this fall means juggling that work 
along with daily field hockey practice, a school 
history project on her ancestors and participation 
in MacGuffin Theater & Film Co., Rosie is glad to be 
having a Bat Mitzvah.
 
     “I feel very connected to being Jewish. I really 
like that I’m having a Bat Mitzvah and what it stands 
for. It’s so important. I’m quite honored.  As a B’nai 
Mitzvah, you have to set a good example for the 
next people, even if it’s just the next person in my 
grade.”

Lila Rose (Rosie) Segel Taranta
October 28

Rosie is trying not to rant. But that’s difficult when 
the topic strays to President Trump’s immigration 
policy, or the Syrian refugee crisis, or the need 
for more research on Alzheimer’s disease, or the 
separate seating for female and male congregants in 
the synagogue where her Orthodox cousin became 
a Bar Mitzvah.

“I thought: Why aren’t we sitting as a family? My 
mom said, ‘You can be angry in the car, but right now 
you have to be quiet.’”

Rosie’s been part of Mishkan since before she can 
remember. First, there was Shabbat School—“sitting 
at those little tables, gluing and painting, passing 
around the candles and the scents.”

She was just seven when her oldest brother, Jacob, 
became a Bar Mitzvah; she didn’t understand the 
workload that preceded it, but she loved her dress 
and the luncheon at an Indian restaurant and the 
blessing she wrote and delivered during the service. 
By the time Jonah had his turn a few years later, 
she thought: “That was big. That’s going to be me 
someday.”

An app called Pocket Torah helped Rosie master trop; 
her love of music, and long experience at Mishkan, 
made the prayers come fairly easily. And her Torah 
portion, Lech-Lecha (Gen. 12:1-17:27) resonated with 
current debates about immigration.

“My parasha is about Avram taking Lot and Sarai 
to Canaan, as God commands him. It’s about his 
journey…The thing I’m focusing on is immigration 
and migration. I would say [Avram] has it a bit easier 
than what immigrants have to go through now…
Some people in Syria or Afghanistan leave behind 
family; they leave their city. Some aren’t even allowed 
to come into this country anymore.”

During a history class at Friends Select last year, 
Rosie and her classmates met recent immigrants to 

by Anndee HochmanB'nai Mitzvah
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You know how wonderful it is
enjoy Shabbat Dinner in a Mishkan Shalom Member Household

VILLAGE SHABBAT, FRIDAY, OCT. 27
Go to  Signup Genius by Clicking Here! 

and find your table! 
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New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia:   General 
Assembly and Upcoming Events

Spread over us the shelter of Your peace—Ufros aleynu sukat shelomecha

If you have questions or would like to get involved, 
please contact Michael Ramberg: mvramberg@yahoo.com or 215.432.4667

By Rabbi Michael Ramberg

The New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia continues to expand and strengthen efforts to make Philadelphia a 
true sanctuary city, a critical step towards making the city a place of peace for all of its inhabitants.

Many Mishkan members have been adding their bodies, voices and spirit to this effort, turning out late on a Friday 
night for the Northwest Philly Sanctuary in the Streets vigil which included a Shabbat service, and rallying at City 
Hall on a Thursday afternoon to call for changes to Live Stop to bring an end to discriminatory towing and also 
to defend DACA.

Upcoming events:  

• Friday, October 27, 6:00 p.m. – Midnight - Sanctuary in the Streets citywide vigil, Center City (exact location 
TBD)—let’s get 10 Mishkan members here!

• Sunday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. - General assembly, NSM member congregation (exact location 
TBD)—looking for 2 Mishkan members to attend!

NSM updates:  

With the leadership of NSM organizer Cynthia Oka, who is Indonesian, NSM is making major progress reaching 
out to the Indonesian community and empowering it to express its needs to city leaders.

NSM has hired Jazmin Delgado as Accompaniment Coordinator, greatly increasing our capacity to support 
immigrants seeking support and witnesses for their encounters with the legal system (e.g., court and probation 
dates). If you sometimes have availability on weekdays, you can sign up to get more information at the bottom of 
this page.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054ea4a729abfd0-village6 / www.mishkan.org

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054ea4a729abfd0-village6
mailto:mvramberg%40yahoo.com%20?subject=
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/accompaniment/


Navigating the Prayerbook    Sundays, 10:30-Noon.  Sept 17, Oct 8, Oct 15
While each service is unique, all Jewish prayer services share a similar “plot.”  Mishkan member Elsie Stern will introduce the story 
line of Jewish prayer services and explore how the individual prayers fit into the common structure of every service.  If you’ve 
ever wondered what the shema has to do with the kaddish or what exactly those prayers are, this workshop is for you! Elsie is the 
Vice President for Academic Affairs at the RRC where she teaches Bible and Rabbinic Judaism. 
 9/17/17:  Yotzer Or and Ahavah Rabbah  (Creation and Divine Love)  One session: $10 members/$15 non-members
 10/8/17:  Shema and V’Ahavta      All 3 sessions: $25 members/$35 non-members
 10/15/17:  Geulah (Redemption) 
         

Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature through a Jewish Lens Saturday, Oct 14, 12:30-2:30pm  
Led by Steve Jones, “Walk the Talk” is a series of guided outdoor experiences where you’ll learn to “read” the natural landscape 
as a text. Walk about1-1/2 hours in the nearby Wissahickon forest, observe elements of the natural world, learn about ecological 
relationships, and consider short Jewish texts. Walking on the day that follows Simchat Torah, we will consider what Jewish 
teaching has to say about the conservation and appreciation of natural places. All ages welcome. Meet at Mishkan Shalom after 
services at 12:30, then carpool to a starting point in the nearby woods. Please wear sturdy shoes and sensible clothes for the 
outdoors.  $5/session (members & non-members). We will not collect money on Shabbat. 
   Please register and pay in advance via the website.

Spiritual Direction: A Monthly Open Circle                                                  Saturdays, 9:00-9:55 am.  Oct 14, Nov 11, Dec 9, Jan 13 
Jewish Spiritual Direction is a process of exploring our connection with what we experience as sacred. Please come promptly 
at 9:00 a.m. so we may begin together. Led by Meredith Barber. The Spiritual Direction Circle will continue to meet on the 2nd 
Shabbat of each month.  No charge for this class

 Saturday, Oct 21, 12:30-2:00 pm
Shabbat Lunch and Learn Brown Bag lunch discussion following Shabbat services 
“How does our personal relationship with food help us affirm our Jewish identity? Our ethical, ecological, and economic 
values?” Please join Lisa Joy and Alan Tuttle for a conversation about Kashrut (Jewish dietary law) from a Reconstructionist 
perspective as presented in A Guide to Jewish Practice, Vol. 1: Everyday Living, by David A. Teutsch. We will explore how 
traditional and contemporary practices of kashrut can offer us opportunities to bring holiness to the act of eating and to affirm 
our values.   No charge for this event

 Saturdays, 4:30 - 6:00 pm
Pause & Refresh Your Soul: An Exploration of Shabbat Unplugging Oct 21, Nov 18, Dec 16 (with more in 2018)
Led by Rabbis Shawn and Simcha Zevit at their home in Mt. Airy.  Monthly reflection, study and song that blend Shabbat 
afternoon tradition with text study, contemplation, prayer and spiritual practice, all connected to this year’s theme of keeping our 
eye on life – our committments, time and energy for a sustainable and just world. Throughout the year we will explore the Jewish 
approaches to middot (values, characteristics, virtues) focusing each session on different middot we might take on to live our lives 
more fully, consciously and in relation to the people and world we are part of. See http://reformjudaism.org/study-48-middot, 
http://www.phillymussar.org/middot.html  and http://www.torahaura.com/samples/44309.pdf           
 $10.00/session (members); $15.00 (non-members). We will not collect money on Shabbat.
  Please register and pay in advance via the website.

Lifelong Learning: 5778

At Mishkan Shalom, we believe in learning for life. Below 
you’ll find a varied, robust range of classes, workshops 
and experiences to help you—no matter your age or prior 
experience with Judaism—grow and learn.

You can register and pay online for any class listed, using the 
Lifelong Learning page on our website, www.mishkan.org, or 
you can mail your registration and a check. 

Please visit our website for
information about our classes, location,
 teachers and more.

If you have a suggestion for a class you’d 
like to take—or teach—contact Jennifer Coburn, our Lifelong 
Learning Committee chair, at  jennifer.coburn@gmail.com

Fall Course Offerings, 2017-2018

https://mishkan.org/store/donations/navigating-the-prayerbook
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/walk-the-talk-knowing-nature-through-a-jewish-lens
https://mishkan.org/committee/spiritual-direction
https://mishkan.org/committee/lifelong-learning
http://reformjudaism.org/study-48-middot
http://www.phillymussar.org/middot.html
http://www.torahaura.com/samples/44309.pdf
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/pause-and-refresh-your-soul-an-exploration-of-shabbat-unplugging
https://mishkan.org/
https://mishkan.org/
mailto:jennifer.coburn%40gmail.com?subject=


 

Soul Collage® with a Jewish Spin  Sunday, Oct 22, 1:00-4:00 pm,  Social Hall
Join us on October 22nd, in this season when our hearts are most open, and let the cards we make reveal to us who and where 
we are we in this new year. Intuitively chosen visual images can be both pithy and surprising, and a nonverbal creative way 
to consolidate and reflect what we have learned through all the High Holidays. Not to mention that card making is fun and 
relaxing! If you can use scissors and glue stick you can do it. No art experience necessary - just receptivity, trust in the process, 
and a spirit of adventure. Taught by Susan Richards.         $40/class (members and non-members; includes all supplies)
 Maximum 12 participants for this workshop

Let it Rise: Challah Baking     Thursday, Oct 26, 6:30-8:30 pm,  Mishkan Kitchen
Join seasoned challah-makers Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman to learn a generations-old family challah recipe; practice 
mixing, braiding and baking; and learn a bit of challah history and ritual. Come to the class with a large mixing bowl; return home 
with a freshly baked mini-challah and dough ready for an overnight refrigerator slow-rise so you can braid and bake a full-size 
loaf in time for Shabbat (Mishkan’s Village Kabbalat Shabbat is on the 27th!). You’ll also bring home a packet with the basic recipe, 
some variations (raisin challah! pesto challah!) and printed challah blessings. Participation essentials: Your own mixing bowl. To 
ensure enough ingredients work space and guides, YOU MUST pre-register.     $10 members/$15 non-members

  
Eyes On Life—An Exploration Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm.   Nov 1, 8, and 15 (more in 2018)
This New Year, 5778, calls us to lift our eyes, to see clearly and engage fully with the blessings and challenges of life. Together we 
will explore how Jewish tradition, insight and practices, and contemporary understandings can guide us on our journey.
 How do our teachings help us focus on what is most essential in our lives and live in alignment with the time we find 
   ourselves in?
 How can we be inspired to step in, embrace life’s gifts, and commit ourselves to being part of the healing and transformation?

Through text study, reflection, meditation, writing and discussion we will explore these themes.  And throughout our exploration 
we will support each other in articulating our visions and actualizing the call to live with Eyes on Life. This course will run 
throughout the year and be taught by Rabbis Yael and Shawn and as well as other guests.       $40 members/$60 non-members

Roll it Up: Rugelach-baking Wednesday, Dec 6, 6:00-8:00 pm,  Mishkan Kitchen
Celebrated in the Mishkan community for her cinnamon challah, Pat Quigley is branching out to teach another traditional 
delicacy--Rugelach. We’ll roll out, fill in and roll up these Eastern European pastries; mix a batch of our own dough to take home, 
roll out and bake; and review some rugelach lore and alternative recipes.  Bring a large mixing bowl and a wooden spoon to class; 
return home with freshly baked rugelach and dough to pop into your refrigerator until you’re ready to make your own in time 
for Hanukah. You’ll also receive several recipes, including a vegan alternative. Pre-registration and your own mixing bowl with 
wooden spoon are prerequisite!                            $10 members/$15 non-members

 
Shining a New Light on Love, Loss & Re-Emergence Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 pm.  Dec 7 and Dec 21
Led by Rabbi Tsurah August, these sessions are interactive, integrating Jewish traditions, texts, and rituals with the arts: drawing, 
writing, and music, and are open to anyone interested in exploring end of life issues.
  Session 1, Dec 7: Saying Good-bye. We explore different ways of having meaningful interactions with our beloveds who 
are living their final weeks and days, and ideas we might want to incorporate into our own final days.
  Session 2, Dec 21: Re-Emergence. Many of us think Grief and Mourning are synonymous. However, Grief is the amalgam 
of a myriad of feelings–emotional, physical, spiritual–that we experience upon a significant loss. Mourning is the assortment of 
ways we use to move through loss and grief to wholeness. We’ll explore a variety of mourning practices from Judaism and other 
spiritual traditions as well as “out of the box” creative techniques to embrace life again.
   You may register for 1 or both sessions. Each session is $18 members/$36 non-members

13th Annual One Book Mishkan: The First Love Story: Adam, Eve, and Us by Bruce Feiler
If the story of Adam & Eve is about romantic love, and not of sin;  if one of the most well-known stories of all time is actually 
about introducing the idea of love into the world; what might this signify about the Bible, in general, or about modern religious 
practice? Join us for a revelatory journey across four continents and 4,000 years with master storyteller Bruce Feiler as our guide.

Watch Kol Shalom, Ma Hadash and www.mishkan.org for 5778’s One Book Mishkan programs.
Questions? Suggestions? Write library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

Mishkan Shalom is a Reconstructionist congregation in which a diverse community of progressive Jews 
finds a home. Mishkan’s Statement of Principles commits the community to integrate Prayer, Study and 

Acts of Caring — and to work with other people of faith to repair the world in justice and peace.

https://mishkan.org/store/donations/soul-collage-with-a-jewish-spin-reaping-the-harvest
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/let-it-rise-challah-baking
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/eyes-on-life-an-exploration
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/roll-it-up-rugelach-baking
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/shining-a-new-light-on-love-loss-re-emergence
http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:library%40mishkan.org?subject=
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5778  - Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur Services 
at Mishkan Shalom 

 
“Turning/teshuvah ,  prayer/tefi lah  and acts of justice/tzedakah   

have the power to change our l ives 

 
 

FRIDAY	
September	29	
6:00	p.m.	
*	at	Haverford	School	

Kol Nidre :  Yom Kippur  Eve 
• 6:00	p.m.	Community	gathers	to	write	cards	for	Al	Chet	(the	past	
year’s	misdeeds)	and	place	objects	on	the	memorial	altar	

• 6:30	p.m.	Kol	Nidre	Service	
	

SATURDAY	
September	30	
9	a.m.	–	7:30	p.m.	
*	at	Haverford	School	

Yom Kippur  Services 
• 9:00	a.m.	–	11:15	a.m.–	service	using	Kol	Haneshamah	Machzor	with	
Rabbi	Shawn	Zevit,	Kohenet	Shoshana	Bricklin	and	other	Mishkan	
leaders.	

• 9:00	a.m.	–	11:15	a.m.–	A	Way	In	Mindfulness	service	with	Rabbis	
Yael	Levy	and	Myriam	Klotz	

• 11:15	a.m.	–	1:45	p.m.	–	Torah	service,	sermon,	discussion,	haftarah,	
Musaf	

• 2:00	p.m.	–	3:00	p.m.	–	Avodah	service	led	by	Wendy	Galson	&	
Susan	Windle	

• 3:15-4:15	pm	–	Learning	And	Discussion	Sessions	
• 4:30	p.m.	–	5:15	p.m.		–	Yizkor					
• 5:15	p.m.	–	6:15	p.m.			Mincha/Afternoon	service	
• 6:15	p.m.	–	7:30	p.m.		–	Neilah/Closing	service	and	Break	Fast	
• Potluck	“Break-the-Fast”	meal	follows	service	
	

	
FREE	CHILDCARE	

For	children	2	½		-	12	years	old.	will	be	offered	on	Yom	Kippur,	9/30,	Sat,	from	9	am	–		
2	pm	in	the	Haverford	School	dining	room	-	No	reservations	required.	

	
	

Children’s Services 
 

	
Yom	Kippur	

Saturday,	September	30	
	

	
• 9:30	a.m.	–	10:15	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(0-5	year	olds)		
• 10:30	a.m.		–	11:30	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(5-8	year	olds)		
• 11:30	a.m.		–	12:30	p.m.	–	Children’s	services	(9-12	year	olds)	
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5778 - Sukkot  & Simchat Torah/Shemini Atzeret
at Mishkan Shalom

For further details about these events, check our our website and calendar, at http://www. mishkan.org

Raise the Sukkah! Tuesday, October 3 – daytime  
  To help, contact Maria – maria@mishkan.org

Decorate the Sukkah & Sukkah Party! – Wednesday, October 4, 6:15 p.m. 
  Decorate the Mishkan Sukkah with our congregational school

Sukkot Morning Service, Thursday, October 5, 10 a.m.- noon
  Sukkot Morning service led by Rabbi Yael and Rabbi Shawn.

Friday October 6 –  5:45 p.m.
  Celebrations! Sensory sensitive Sukkah party.

Shabbat and Sukkot, Saturday, October 7, – 10:00 a.m.
Shabbat Sukkot Service with Rabbi Yael’s A Way In Mindfulness Service and Hallel with Rabbi Shawn, 
Followed by Lunch

Annual Post-Jacobs Sukkot Extravaganza/Open House! – Saturday, October 7, 5:00 p.m. 
  At the home of Chris Jacobs and Nancy Post 

Sukkot Potluck for new and prospective members! Sunday, October 8, 5:00 p.m
   At the home of Rabbi Simcha and Rabbi Shawn

Simchat Torah – Wednesday, October 11, 6:30 p.m.
Come celebrate as we dance, sing and unroll the entire Torah with the Mishkan community’s musicians.  
We will honor all we have learned through the preceding holidays and on our life-long journey.  We will 
read the last section of the Torah and begin again as we each connect with the message the Torah has 
for each of us.  Bring a line from your own Bar or Bat Mitzvah to share in the celebration!

Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah – Thursday, October 12 - 10:00 a.m
Shacharit/morning service in partnership with Dorshei Derekh Reconstructionist Minyan at Germantown 
Jewish Centre, 400 West Ellet St, Philadelphia. Led by Rabbi Shawn and Dorshei Derekh leaders.

http://www.mishkan.org
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Windle), Julie Post and Joseph Post (sister and father 
of Nancy Post), and Judy Jasper Leicht and Anthony 
McDowell (friends of Eilen Levinson) in our prayers 
as well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah 
(full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Are you receiving
Acts of Caring via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Acts of Caring
Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy.  To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  

HINENI--HERE I AM
If you could use a little help because of illness, 
or joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan 
member too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@
mishkan.org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers 
concrete support to members in need of short 
term help, including meals, visits, transportation, 
etc.  If you would like some help, but do not wish 
a public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.  Our Hineni 
coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.  

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

by Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
We are brimming over with mazel tovs this month!  
We welcome Clementine Sequoia Cohen Catlin into 
the Mishkan community and send a mazel tov to her 
parents, Galeet Cohen and Erika Catlin and to her 
big sister Edie.  We extend a hearty mazel tov to 
Rosie Segel Taranta and her family as she becomes 
a Bat Mitzvah.  We offer another hearty mazel tov to 
Libby Harman on her marriage to Sharon Couslon 
Downes;  to Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro 
on their son Ben’s marriage to Neerja Joshi and to 
Linsey Will and Bill Burdick on their daughter Alexis’s 
marriage to Max Gilbane.  Best wishes to all.

Condolences
We send condolences to the family of Cy Swartz on 
his death, to Meredith Barber on the death of her 
mother, Ruth Barber; to Sarah Katz on the death of 
her father, Richard Katz; and to Debbie Lipschutz 
on the death of her stepmother, Betty Lipschutz. 
May Meredith, Sarah, Debbie and their families be 
comforted among all who mourn, and may Cy’s, 
Ruth’s, Richard’s, and Betty’s memories be for a 
blessing.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members Arthur 
Waskow, Erica Eisenberg, Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, 
Claire Needleman, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, 
Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, 
Robin Leidner, and Nathan Horwitz.

We are keeping Carol Dombroski (mother of Brian 
Dombroski), Sarah Rivka bat Elizabeth (mother 
of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Natalie Caplin (mother 
of Wendy Caplin), Sheila Hyatt (sister of Maralin 
Blistein), Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana 
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), 
Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra 
Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle 
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father 
of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), 
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), 
Edgar and Eva Galson (father and mother of Wendy 
Galson and father-in-law and mother-in-law of Susan 

G’milut Hasadim / Acts of Caring

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits
Lewis Fowler-10/18-Tishrei 28
 Father of Terry Fowler 

Rita McCullen-10/18-Tishrei 28
 Mother of Mark McCullen 

Jonah Meadows Adels-10/18-Tishrei 28
 Son of Stacey Meadows 

Adolph Wolfsohn-10/18-Tishrei 28
 Father of David Wolfsohn 

Rhoda Jonas-10/19-Tishrei 29
 Mother of Edward Jonas 

Ferrer Levinson-10/19-Tishrei 29
 Father of Eilen Levinson 

Gerri Levinson-10/19-Tishrei 29
 Mother of Eilen Levinson 

Madelyn Shure-10/22-Heshvan 2
 Mother of Jane Shure 

Irving Shapiro-10/23-Heshvan 3
 Father of Paula Wallach 

Joseph Leidner-10/24-Heshvan 4
 Father of Robin Leidner 

Esther Reisner-10/25-Heshvan 5
 Mother of Ilana Reisner 

David Casher-10/26-Heshvan 6
 Father of Andrea Casher 

Abraham Goldman-10/31-Heshvan 11
  Father of Susan Amsterdam

Italo Taranta-10/31-Heshvan 11
 Father of Chris Taranta 

Morris Kleiner-10/1-Tishrei 11
 Fatherof David Kleiner 

Alan Masters-10/1-Tishrei 11
 Father of Steve Masters 

Martin Brenman-10/2-Tishrei 12
 Father of Joe Brenman 

Arlene Bellinger-10/4-Tishrei 14
 Mother of Daniel Auerbach 

Eva Mayro-10/5-Tishrei 15
 Mother of Leslie Mayro 

Bea Horwitz-10/7-Tishrei 17
 Mother of Seth Horwitz 

Rita Gorvine-10/8-Tishrei 18
 Mother of Harold Gorvine 

Jeannette Mathey-10/11-Tishrei 21
 Close Friend of Leslie Hurtig & Thomas Ginsberg 

Keith Scearce-10/12-Tishrei 22
 Father of Marie Scearce 

Becky Hoffmann-10/14-Tishrei 24
 Friend of Joyce Hanna 

Marlene Meskin-10/14-Tishrei 24
 Sister of Larry Wallach 

Jeanne-10/14-Tishrei 24
 Mother of Judy Mock 

Wallace Morris-10/15-Tishrei 25
 Father–in-Law of Richard Heiberger 

Ruth Silver-10/15-Tishrei 25
 Mother of Joel Silver 

Leonard Elwell-10/16-Tishrei 26
 Father of Stephen Elwell 
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T’filot
Please join us each Saturday for Torah Study from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.

Saturday, October 6 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbis Yael and Shawn

Thursday, October 12 – 10:00 a.m. – Shmeni Atzeret Service at Dorshei Derech, with Rabbi Shawn 
and Germantown Jewish Center

Friday, October 13 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, and the Alef, Bet and 
Gan Classes

Saturday, October 14 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Thursday, October 19 - 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh Heshvan Celebration

Friday, October 20 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Intern
Claire Brunhild

Saturday, October 21 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, Intern Claire Brunhild, 
Dalet and Hay Classes

Friday, October 27 – 7:00 p.m. – Village Shabbat

Saturday, October 28 -10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Yael. Rosie Segel Taranta will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah. 

Letter from the Rabbi
(continued from page 2)

re-evaluating, re-imagining and renewing foci of 
the High Holy Days and of the joyful celebration 
and open-tent of Sukkot connect us to our inner 
and outer world and are foundational to our 
commitments in the year ahead. 

I look forward to walking this path with you in the 
year ahead. I encourage you to invite others to 
walk with us as well in this New Year. Please feel 
free to reach out to me so we can continue this 
conversation in person.  Here's to a wonderful 
month of Jewish celebrations and spiritually 
strengthening ourselves, each other and our 
communities together.
   
Hag Sameah!   


