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There are so many delightful things about Fall including crisp days, the High Holy Days, school starting, 
leaves changing colors and many new people exploring our community and new and returning members 
coming home to Mishkan Shalom. 

As a member of the Membership Committee, I am the go-to person for those who are interested in 
learning more about Mishkan Shalom and being one of the many people to welcome our newest members.

We are doing our best to welcome New Members in 
multiple ways and what better way than a gigantic 
welcome as part of the first digital Kol Shalom!

We are so happy that you have decided to join our 
community.  We are a dynamic, diverse, progressive 
and inclusive Jewish community.  We are all ages and 
come from many different neighborhoods; some of us 
grew up Jewish, while others did not. The diversity of 
our families and the core values drew us together, yet 
we all had our own journeys that led us to Mishkan 
Shalom.  We are excited to meet all of you, share our 
stories and learn from each other.

We hope you get a chance to experience and engage 
with our outstanding Hebrew school, array of adult 
education opportunities, soulful and inspiring Shabbat 
services, dynamic teen program, our Celebrations! 
program for children with special needs,  A Way In: 
Center for Jewish Mindfulness and our community 
of Tikkun Olam (social justice) activists, programs and 
more.

We know that joining a new community can be 
overwhelming at times, so we have scheduled some 
events to welcome you.

Please join us on Wednesday, October 8, as we 
celebrate Sukkot with Erev Sukkot Services, followed by 
an Open House in our Sukkah. Services are at 
7:15 p.m. and the Open House is at 8:00 p.m.

On Wednesday, October 22, at 7:30 
p.m., please join us for a New Member 
Orientation. This evening will give you the 
opportunity to learn everything about Mishkan Shalom 
but were afraid to ask, connect with the rabbis and 
other new and longtime members.

Finally, we want to invite you to a New Member 
Shabbat on Saturday, November 1, at 10:00 
a.m.  At our New Member Shabbat, we will continue 
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Rabbi’s Letter

(continued on page 9)   

immersion in ideas and relationship to time and 
space at this time of year, “Sukkot is a unique festival 
in that it "falls" on us with almost no preparation. Yom 
Kippur is the "Shabbat Shabbaton", the day in which 
time is most sanctified. On Sukkot we are directed to 
live in a temporary dwelling (dirat arai) and make an 
evaluation of our use of space.  In living in this sukkah 
and engaging in hospitality in an area, which by definition 
is far less secure and probably far smaller, we suddenly 
find a very different relationship to our utilization of 
space.  Every conversation can be heard from the 
outside and the “roof ” is not hermetically closed from 
neighbors above. For seven days when we move from 
our permanent home into the sukkah we have to be 
very careful about what we say, how we say it and how 
we behave within the confines of "home".  There are 
no secrets in the sukkah.  This life adjustment becomes 
a paradigm for how we use space and how we should 
conduct ourselves in space.  It is important that this 
reevaluation carries itself over back into the home to 
ensure that we utilize our space in a suitable way and 
we relate to one another in a befitting manner.” 
  
The Festival of Sukkot invites us into a relationship 
with both time and space. Through ushpizin, the 
tradition of welcoming in the spiritual presence 
of ancestors along with our family, friends and 
community, we reach across time connected with 
the rhythms of the earth and seasons and locate 
ourselves together in space, albeit a temporary 
dwelling that reminds us of impermanence and the 
preciousness of each moment and place. However 
powerful the silos of activity may be, it is with a 
strong relational-field and network that we can 
catalyze greater change and have impact in the areas 
of spiritual life and social justice. 
      
We can leap off the springboard of the hagim 
into the world of our own neighborhoods and 
communities, which need our hands and hearts 
to work on environmental, social and economic 
hardship. These issues are central to the current 
voter engagement campaign we are involved in 
as a member of POWER and our push for a fair 
funding formula for all Pennsylvanians.  The re-
evaluating, re-imagining and renewing foci of Yom 
Kippur and of the joyful celebration and open-tent 

A New Year Begins, Reflection, 
Return, and Ingathering, 5775/2014

For everything there is a season 
And a time for all things in the world

(Kohelet/Ecclesiastes 3:1, traditionally read during 
Sukkot)

It was such a blessing to share the Yamim Noraim 
(Days of Awe) again with all of you and ready 
ourselves for Sukkot this month. Last year at this 
time, the way forward for us as a community was 
to strive for a balance of clear leadership with 
collaboration, communication and engagement. 
This is still necessary of course, and the enthusiasm 
to do so that I have experienced, unlocked by our 
collective hard work last year is very palpable. This 
accomplishment has been added to by those of you 
who have been with Mishkan Shalom in the past and 
have returned, and the many new members who 
have come aboard these last few months. 

As our President David Piver outlines in his article, 
there are goals we are striving to achieve in the 
year ahead. We have also demonstrated that we 
can continue to serve the different needs of our 
individuals, household and constituent group 
members, while committing to and living into the 
larger collective principles we developed twenty-
five years ago and that are evolving today. Many of 
you who are new to our community are here for 
just these reasons. Our strategic conversations of 
last year and the long-term planning we are now 
undertaking
     
I pray something has stirred for you during the 
Holy Days and the harvesting of Sukkot, that 
will spur you to action in the year ahead, and I 
encourage you to get involved in Mishkan Shalom 
in new ways (see http://mishkan.org/get-involved).  We 
established a Brit Mishkan last year as part of every 
member household volunteers contribution to our 
community as we want to define membership as 
more than an exchange of financial resources. There 
needs to be a commitment of time and space as well.

Dr. Yonatan Mirvis, International Director of the 
Melton School in Jerusalem writes about the 

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

 http://mishkan.org/get-involved
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at Mishkan is astonishing already, but,with increased 
participation by our membership, grows substantially 
in the year upon us.

As we prepare for the Days of Awe, we have an 
opportunity to step forward more deeply into the 
soul-nourishing life of the community. Time to look 
inward and count the blessings of the past year 
in our own lives, our families and at Mishkan and 
beyond. Our blessings at Mishkan include Rabbi 
Shawn and his exceptional leadership and loving-
kindness. The synergy of Rabbi Yael and Rabbi Shawn 
working so inspirationally together and with our 
dedicated, skilled and committed staff--Rivka and the 
other teachers. They have accomplished a school 
year with robust enrollment and programming 
growth. We are blessed with two rabbinic interns 
leading additional programming activities at Mishkan. 
Gari has led marketing and communication activities 
integral to the turn-around and continued increase 
in membership growth and program enrichment. 

Mishkan has a beautiful new mosaic mural made by 
the children and a generous donation of inspiration, 
time and other resources by Joe Brenman. The 
memorial yahrzeit tile installation inspired and 
prime-moved by Lance Laver and the Aesthetics 
Committee grows in number of tiles and as a 
presence of our ancestors in the temple. We have 
repaired two of our torahs in dire need of such 
TLC. We have a cooling system in the third floor 
that will allow increased use and benefits to the 
community. The Mishkan Board is remarkable as are 
the Board/Rabbi and Board/Staff relationships! The 
love, productivity, delight, and integrity of your board 
is to be deeply celebrated. Thank a Board and staff 
member, or two, for their generous service as an 
integral part in the vibrancy we all enjoy at Mishkan. 
There are so many other accomplishments and 
changes and opportunities for feeding each other’s 
soul at Mishkan. 
 

I hope that this will be the year that you step in a 
little deeper to help with and benefit by the three 
goals I have named. Mishkan has known many great 
years and yet, as I see it, the best years for each of us 
in our Mishkan lie ahead.

With gratitude and avodah- David

The Year Upon Us

The year upon us promises to be a most amazing 
one in the history of Mishkan Shalom! We are 
ending a year of so many achievements stronger 
and more vibrant than in many years past. We are 
entering a year with the engine running strong and 
clear purpose as a progressive, inclusive, soulful and 
enjoyable community able to make a very positive 
difference in each other’s lives, the community and 
beyond. I remain enthusiastic and energized by 
this opportunity to be of continuing service in this 
community of exceptional souls.

My enthusiasm coalesces into three main 
interrelated goals, for the community to emerge 
at the end of this year more vibrant and more 
nourishing than we already are right now:

1) Grow the community from last year’s membership 
of about 203 households to a membership of at least 
225 households. At that size we have the economy 
of scale to continue our economic vitality, wages of 
our current staff and hire some additional crucial 
staff and assure that our financial strength increases 
as an institution. Getting to 225 households requires 
we all take part in the life of our community and 
introduce potential new members into the goodness 
of Mishkan Shalom. 

2) Increase engagement in the life of the community 
by more current members--Join a committee; attend 
Shabbat and Torah study; attend adult education 
events; bring a friend to any and all of these!  Is this 
not precisely why we need a synagogue in our lives-
-a loving, kind and authentic community, each adding 
to and benefiting from the abundance and prosperity 
consciousness that calls fourth engagement from 
more members of the community into participation 
in the life of the community and the soul 
nourishment and out-of-isolation social contact that 
comes from participation?

3) Increase the adult education, art and cultural 
events and social action events at Mishkan, invite 
new membership growth, allow us to make a 
difference in Tikkun Olam and grow as individuals 
and soul-nourishing groups within the community. 
The richness that we experience in a variety of ways 

by David PiverPresident’s Letter
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when I am able to rise and meet whatever arises 
with openness, compassion and strength. 

Where is my brother?  

This question demands that I confront the ways 
in which I turn away, the ways in which I avert my 
gaze from the pain and suffering in our world. To 
wonder what it is I can do to bring healing.  It asks 
me to remember my covenant with all life and to act 
accordingly. 

Where have you come from and where are 
you going?  
With this question I reflect on what I have learned 
this past year and how my experiences are moving 
me forward.  I notice what I am holding onto that 
needs letting go.  And I ask myself, am I moving 
forward with awareness with a sense of direction 
and purpose. 

The essential part of this practice is to lay these 
questions on our hearts and notice whatever arises 
with non-judgmental awareness.  We don’t ask these 
questions to berate ourselves for what we haven’t 
done or for how we have fallen short.  We ask them 
so we can be more awake to our lives and make 
wiser decisions.  We ask them so we can live in ways 
that brings blessing to ourselves and each other.  
Asking these questions with compassion is the key 
to moving forward. 

May this New Year, 5775, open our eyes to the 
beauty of creation and inspire us to act for the 
benefit of all.  I look forward to our continued 
journey together.

Much love and blessing for the New Year.

Shalom, 
Rabbi Yael 

Dear Friends,

Our tradition teaches that as we enter into each 
New Year three questions call out from the core of 
creation.  They reverberate from the ancient mystery 
and land upon our hearts.

The first question blew through the Garden of Eden, 
it was posed to Adam and Hava as they stood on the 
precipice of knowledge and experience: 

Where are you? 
(Genesis 3:9)

The second question echoes from the fields where 
Cain stood alone: 

Where is your brother? 
(Genesis 4:9) 

The third question comes to us through the desert 
sands and Hagar’s flight into the wilderness: 

Where have you come from 
and where are you going?
(Genesis 16:8)

These three questions, rising from our mythology 
are meant to stir, awaken and direct our soul. 
My practice is to sit with these questions as we 
come out of the holidays and begin the journey into 
the New Year.
 
I place the question on my heart and notice what 
arises:

Where are you?  

This question calls me to notice where and when 
I hide in shame or fear confusion, and where and 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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Wissahickon, weeding and planting on October 26. 
Help us along by pledging toward a student who will 
do the good deeds.  Join us at Hermit Lane for the 
fun work of weeding and planting on October 26.

We are encouraging families to participate in all 
the Tikkun Olam activities that we do here. Many 
students have come to the homeless shelter we 
sponsor for our once-a-month dinner we provide 
for 200 people at the shelter at 63rd and Market 
Streets. Many of our adults do also. We are building 
toward participating in the Climate March along with 
others in the synagogue. There will be families on the 
bus to go to New York.

Finally, we are joining the synagogue with their work 
with POWER. Come on Yom Kippur and hear our 
student, Noah Bradley, as he discusses his advocacy 
work for the Philadelphia School District Fair 
Funding formula. 

We are one institution. The students will be leading 
services this year, doing fundraisers, participating in 
Tikkun Olam and working with the Site Committee. 
We welcome all the adults in the community who do 
not have young children to join us in our activities 
and give financial support for our efforts. Help make 
this year a united community.

I want to wish everyone a wonderful, healthy and 
joyful New Year.

B’shalom,
Rivka

The school began smoothly. Most returning families 
are used to what we do. We want to welcome the 
Dolgoshevs with Nathaniel, the Koplov/Tonkins 
with Sam and Max, the Erdakos/Roizman family with 
Sofia and the Johnsons with Crosby and Ella.  More 
families may soon join because we have had quite a 
few visitors to see what we do. 
 

Every year the synagogue and the school become 
more of one institution. This year there will be more 
synagogue wide participation in activities that have 
traditionally been only school events. I will let you 
know about a few now:

We are going to go as a group to the Museum of 
American Jewish History on October 19. We are 
carpooling over there after Hebrew school that 
Sunday to see the Chasing Dreams exhibit about Jews 
and African Americans in Baseball. The students go 
free, but adults will be $11. Please consider joining 
our group for that exhibit. It would be fun for 
students to hear adults talk about baseball and for 
adults to see students excited about baseball. 

This year, our Mishkanathon fundraiser will be 
somewhat different. We will be asking our students 
to do good deeds in their neighborhoods and 
school and then get parents to sign off that their 
children did what they said they were going to do. 
People will get pledges from family and friends for an 
hourly contribution and the student who does the 
most Tikkun Olam will also win our Mishkanathon 
contest we have. We will close with our work in the 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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good,’ but at the 
end of the last 
one, it says, ‘And 
it was very good.’ 
I’ve been thinking 
about [questions 
such as] ‘why did 
God create?’ and, 
in the end, what 
made it ‘very 
good’? What did it 
mean to be created 
in God’s image?”

While pondering those questions, Sammi 
also engaged in some hands-on tikkun olam. 
She cares about so many different aspects of 
creation—animals, people without resources, 
the environment—that she decided to do three 
projects. She’s raising money for a greyhound shelter 
in Philadelphia, where she also volunteered by 
walking dogs; she’s gathering items for Cradles to 
Crayons, an organization that donates clothes and 
school supplies to children in poor families. She also 
plans to make posters to hang in Philadelphia and 
Memphis locations reminding people about what can 
and can’t be recycled. 

While her family hasn’t yet chosen a synagogue 
in Memphis, Sammi knows she wants to belong 
somewhere like Mishkan: “Not too big, so there’s a 
sense of community. Where people say hello to each 
other and you can have a connection with the rabbi.

“There was this two-month gap when we were 
moving and couldn’t really focus on my bat mitzvah. 
Now it seems so close, and I worry that I’m not 
ready, but if I look back, I can see how far I’ve come. 
It’s been fun to see my progress.”

Sammi Weiss
October 11 (Minha)

At first, Sammi Weiss wasn’t sure what she was 
doing at Mishkan Shalom. 

“I started in third grade, and I remember I was kind 
of confused. I didn’t really know what I was there for, 
though it was fun to go [to Hebrew School] and see 
friends. Then I started to realize that I would have 
a bat mitzvah. I wanted a day to see my family and 
celebrate me, and I thought it would be fun to go to 
everybody else’s bar and bat mitzvahs.”

What Sammi didn’t know then was that she would 
complete her bat mitzvah preparation by Skype. This 
summer, her family moved to Memphis; they’ll return 
in October to celebrate with the community that 
swiftly became home to Sammi and her younger 
brother, Max.

Sammi began tutoring—the conventional way, face 
to face—about a year ago. She figured she’d have her 
Torah portion memorized in a month. “But then I 
realized it was a long process. I could read Hebrew, 
but slowly. It’s been coming at a good pace, though. I 
try to practice at least 20 minutes a week.”

Before leaving Philadelphia, Sammi also met with 
Rabbi Shawn to discuss her parasha, Bereshit (Gen. 
1:1-6:8). “It’s an interesting parasha, because it leads 
up to all the other parashiyot. The origin is everything. 
It’s the creation of the sun and moon and people and 
trees and animals and all of that.”

Even though the creation story was familiar, Sammi 
found surprises in the text. “There are things hiding 
in it. At the end of each aliyah, it says, ‘And it was 

by Anndee Hochman B’nai Mitzvah
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Through preparing 
for his bar mitzvah, 
Jonah has been able 
to merge some of his 
interests: creating his 
d’var Torah drew on 
his love for writing 
(especially when he 
can explore his own 
ideas without the 
pressure of a school 
deadline), and his 
tikkun olam project 
dovetails with 

periodic service days at his school, Friends Select.

“I’ve volunteered with MANNA, helping deliver 
food to people who can’t get out of their houses. 
Originally it was just for people with AIDS, but now 
it’s for all kinds of diseases. It’s a lot of fun making 
and packaging the food,” he said. Even breading 
dozens of pieces of fish was enjoyable when he 
shared the task with friends. 

Jonah values small communities where kids and 
adults can form real bonds. “You get to know each 
other and your teachers really well,” he said about 
Mishkan’s Hebrew School. “You get to express 
yourself and say your opinions.” 

With his year of bar mitzvah preparation nearly at 
its close, Jonah is reflective about what he’s gleaned 
from the process. “I’ve learned a lot of Hebrew, a lot 
of trop and prayers. I’ve learned a lot about the Big 
Bang and creation myths. That was really cool. But 
I’ve also learned stuff about myself—that it’s easier 
for me to learn things step by step. 

“I really am looking forward to my d’var Torah—and, 
hopefully, to having the confidence my brother had 
and having people think how great a job I did.” 

Jonah Segel Taranta
October 18

In the beginning, there were arts and crafts projects, 
energetic Hebrew School teachers and, naturally, a 
few Sundays when he didn’t really want to get up 
early.

In the middle was his brother Jacob’s bar mitzvah, 
a moment when the reality of his own imminent 
ceremony took hold. 

And now, just weeks before he will chant the first 
verses of the Torah, Jonah Taranta is thinking about 
how much he’s learned.

“At Jacob’s bar mitzvah, I remember thinking: How 
will I do this? In some ways, I still feel like that. But in 
other ways, it all makes sense. I’m older now.”

Jonah was happy to land Bereshit (Gen. 1:1-6:8) as his 
parasha and surprised to find other elements of the 
story—the rivalry of Cain and Abel, for instance, and 
a detailed record of Adam’s descendants, complete 
with impressive life spans of up to 962 years—along 
with the familiar day-by-day record of creation.

He contrasted that with other creation myths and 
with the scientific story of how the universe came 
to be. “My dad and I read God and the Big Bang: 
Discovering Harmony between Science & Spirituality, 
[by Daniel C. Matt]. We focused on the concept of 
beginning.

“One idea of mine is that the Kabbalists believed 
in both God and the Big Bang. I don’t think all of 
[Genesis] is true. If God made creation, then one 
of his days would be a lot longer than one of ours. 
There are millions of different kinds of animals; to 
think of each one in a day would be unfeasible.” 
Maybe a God-day, Jonah suggests, is equivalent to 300 
of ours.

by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
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“I’m working with 
cats and dogs so 
they don’t die 
and so they won’t 
be homeless,” he 
explained. “I work 
at a warehouse. 
I play with the 
cats and deliver 
the food.” The 
organization is 
Sam’s Hope, which 
provides food and 
financial assistance 
to people who would otherwise have to surrender 
their pets. 

Raffi has helped package bulk pet food into smaller 
portions; he has gone on deliveries, connecting with 
both the animals and their owners. The non-profit’s 
founder, Marianne Iaquinto, was so impressed with 
Raffi’s help that she made business cards naming him 
as “Junior Project Director.” 

Raffi attends Paoli’s Vanguard School, a K-12 school 
for kids with special needs. Outside of school, he 
plays basketball and video games, takes Tiger next 
door to visit the neighbors’ dogs and rides horses at 
Thorncroft, a therapeutic riding center in Malvern. 
“I get to be in horse shows. It’s pretty cool. I don’t 
always win, but I just try harder and think about next 
time.”
   
Bar mitzvah preparation has drummed home the 
same lesson: “Just keep doing it again and again 
until you get it all right.” Raffi’s excited about the 
occasion. “It means I’m getting to be a teenager. 
You get to grow up more and talk about a job and 
college.” Unlike many students, he’s quietly confident 
about the day.

“I think I’ll do really well,” he said. “And Rabbi 
Shawn’s going to let me call out the page numbers.”

Raffi Stein-Klotz
October 18 (Minha)

The first melody congregants will hear at Raffi Stein-
Klotz’s bar mitzvah will be a tune that comes from 
the heart. Literally.

During Raffi’s birth at Capitol Health Medical Center 
near Trenton, Rabbi Shawn—a longtime friend of the 
family and Raffi’s godfather—was playing his guitar, 
making up a tune with the baby’s amplified heartbeat 
as a percussion line. He later recorded it as “The 
Angel Song” on a CD.

 “Amazing…the godfather who helped bring him 
into the world with music can help bring him into 
his coming of age,” said Margot Stein, one of Raffi’s 
moms. And that song is just one emblem of her son’s 
“Torah of relationship,” said his other mom, Myriam 
Klotz.

When Raffi talks about his bar mitzvah, he talks 
about people—Michelle Greenfield, his tutor; Rabbi 
Zev Baram, the mentor who taught him to wrap the 
tefillin that some family friends brought him from 
Israel; the other family friend who is painting a silk 
tallis with a Noah’s Ark theme.

Margot’s parents will continue their tradition of 
giving each grandchild a yad that represents some 
part of Jewish history. And her mother is making him 
a needlepoint tallis bag.

“Raffi has a way of humanizing interaction,” Myriam 
said. “He draws people out of their seriousness.”

When talking about his bar mitzvah preparation, the 
word Raffi uses most often is “fun.” Learning trop and 
prayers was “easy,” he said, once he and his tutor 
created a schedule and made the learning more of 
a game. “I like wrapping the tefillin and saying the 
b’racha.” A lifelong animal-lover—he has a shih tzu 
named Tiger and would like to have cats if his moms 
weren’t allergic—he’s also excited about the animal 
theme echoed in his parasha, Noah (Gen. 6:9-11:32), 
and his tikkun olam project.

by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
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Understanding, Nonviolence and Reconciliation 
located on his family’s land near Beit Ummar, a 
village near Hebron in the West Bank.

This informative and moving event is presented 
by Encounter Programs and is co-sponsored 
by Mishkan Shalom, Philadelphia Interfaith 
Walk for Peace and Reconciliation, The Shalom 
Center, Christian-Jewish Allies and the Multifaith 
Department of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College.

For more information, contact Ellen Tichenor 
ellentichenor@gmail.com 

An Evening with Ali Abu Awwad,
Palestinian Nonviolent 
Peace Activist
Thursday, October 9, 7:30 p.m.

You are invited to hear Ali Abu Awwad, an 
internationally-known leader for reconciliation, 
who is the founder of Al Tariq (The Way) that 
teaches nonviolent resistance to Palestinians.  
A speaker for the esteemed Parents Circle 
– Families Forum (a grassroots organization 
of bereaved Palestinians and Israelis), Mr. Abu 
Awwad is also the co-creator of Roots/Judur/
Shorashim: the Palestinian-Israeli Initiative for 

Tikkun Olam

Rabbi’s Letter

of Sukkot connecting us to the environment we are 
expressions of are foundational to our commitment 
to the global SHMITA year we have engaged with. 

Our individual and collective journeys through this 
past month invite and even compel us to explore 
what can be born anew as individuals and especially 
as a dwelling place of wholeness, engagement and 
justice, a true Mishkan Shalom. For those of us on 
Mishkan Shalom’s two buses (thank you Susan and 
Joey!) that joined up with over 100,000 people taking 
a stand for a global response to climate change, we 

experienced our values in action in life-changing 
ways. I look forward to walking this path with you 
and those you invite to join you in the New Year 
ahead. Please feel free to reach out to meet with 
me one on one so we can continue this dialogue in 
person, as well as in our communal gatherings, study 
and celebrations,

   
B'Vrachah V'shalom
And Hag Sameach to all of you,
   Rabbi Shawn Israel Zevit 

(continued from page 2)

our tradition of honoring new members with a 
special Aliyah (call to the Torah). Our New Member 
Shabbat coincides with a few other happenings, 
including a Citywide Interfaith Shabbat and a Family 
Program for the Vav Class (6th grade).

In addition, attending services, events, an adult 
education class or joining a committee is a great way 
to connect with others in the community.

Welcome! / B’ruchim Habaim (continued from page 1)

Please contact our rabbis and office staff 
(215.508.0226) any time or visit our website 
often – www.mishkan.org.   Also, find information 
on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
MishkanCommunications

In our November Kol Shalom we will meet our new 
members.

http://www.mishkan.org
https://www.facebook.com/MishkanCommunications
https://www.facebook.com/MishkanCommunications


10

And just as we won thousands of commitments 
from infrequent voters to vote for a living wage, we 
are aiming to do the same for FFFF.  We know this 
strategy works:  In the precincts where POWER 
teams spoke with voters, turnout was 33% as opposed 
to 19% voters.   We also know this will be a long 
and difficult struggle:  There is no specific piece of 
legislation to vote on, as with the Living Wage, and 
we will have to win the support of the governor 
and legislators across Pennsylvania.   But we are 
committed to this fight—it’s one that we can’t afford 
to lose. 

So Mishkan and the schoolchildren of Pennsylvania 
need your help.  We need you to pledge to vote and 
to fill out cards we’ll be sending after the election to 
the victors letting them know that education funding 
is one of your top priorities.  We need you to reach 
out to these infrequent voters by phoning them and 
knocking on their doors.  We’ll be phoning from 6:15 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 10/1; Tuesday 10/7; 
Tuesday 10/14; Wednesday, 10/22; and Wednesday, 
10/29.  We’ll be knocking on doors 2:00 p.m. - 4:30 
p.m. on the following Sundays:  10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 
and 11/2.  Yes, we know how full your schedules are, 
and we are still asking for some of your precious time.  
What better way to spend a few hours as we thirst 
for the renewal of the New Year, for a return to our 
better selves, and for a more just world through tikkun 
olam.  It’s also a way to strengthen your bonds with 
your fellow Mishkaners as we work side by side.  It’s 
fulfilling and fun.   

If you’re interested in volunteering or have questions 
or concerns, please contact Margaret Lenzi (mlenzi@
comcast.net), Lisagail Zeitlin (lisagail@lisagailsmiles.
com), or Steve Newman (stevenewman@verizon.net).  
Rabbi Shawn is also deeply involved with POWER 
(rabbishawn@mishkan.org) and would be happy to talk 
with you. 
 

Prophetic Purpose: 
Helping Our Schools through 
POWER’s Voter Engagement 
Campaign

By Steve Newman, Local Organizing Committee, 
POWER at Mishkan Shalom

Mishkan, POWER, and the children of Pennsylvania 
need you in our work to establish a Full, Fair Funding 
Formula (FFFF) for Pennsylvania’s public schools.  
Fresh off a victory in passing a living wage ordinance 
for thousands of workers on city contracts, POWER 
(Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower, 
and Rebuild), an interfaith coalition of more than 40 
churches, synagogues, and mosques, is now focusing 
its efforts on a state-wide education campaign.  

Every day we read another story about the 
deprivations endured by public school kids and 
employees throughout Pennsylvania due to a lack 
of adequate funds:  ever-swelling class sizes; fewer 
counselors, school nurses and other essential 
support staff; shuttered libraries; no supplies; no 
music, art, or physical education;  crumbling buildings; 
those teachers not laid off stretched to the breaking 
point; and students getting the unmistakable message 
that the powerful in our state can’t be bothered with 
the likes of them.  

The situation may seem hopeless, but it’s not; and 
one thing that would go a considerable way to 
restore hope is restoring a FFFF.  To its shame, 
Pennsylvania is one of only three states lacking this 
commonsensical and equitable formula that would 
help to ensure that students in poorer districts, 
whether urban or rural, would not be punished for 
the ‘crime’ of being poor.   

Tikkun Olam

mailto:mlenzi@comcast.net
mailto:mlenzi@comcast.net
mailto:lisagail@lisagailsmiles
mailto:stevenewman@verizon.net
mailto:rabbishawn@mishkan.org
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Library

describe Henna House as:  “An evocative and stirring 
novel about a young woman living in the fascinating 
and rarely portrayed community of Yemenite Jews 
of the mid-twentieth century. Henna House is an 
intimate family portrait and a panorama of history. 
From the traditions of the Yemenite Jews, to the far-
ranging devastation of the Holocaust, to the birth 
of the State of Israel, Eve offers an unforgettable 
coming-of-age story and a textured chronicle of a 
fascinating period in the twentieth century.”

Nomi Eve is the author of The Family Orchard, which 
was a Book-of the-Month Club main selection and 
nominated for a National Jewish Book Award. She 
has an MFA in fiction writing and lives in Philadelphia 
with her family.

As you can see, sometimes great minds think too 
much alike…both book discussions are on the 
same day! However, anyone choosing to attend the 
OBOJC event will be excused from attending our 
One Book Mishkan Book Discussion – as long as you 
get back to us with a full report!

Join The Library Committee: 
Read, Learn, Laugh!
That’s right…lots of good stories and plenty of 
laughter accompany our planning process, as we 
develop each year’s program series. If you’re looking 

One Book Mishkan’s 10th Annual 
Selection:
A Guide for the Perplexed, by Dara Horn
"...learned...heartfelt...elegant...(a) page turner….”

Book Discussion: 
Sunday, November 8

2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Dara Horn’s latest novel is an intricately woven 
tapestry of characters and themes ranging from 
the biblical story of Joseph to Maimonides; from 
Solomon Schechter's 1896 discovery of the Cairo 
Geniza to a software prodigy and her application that 
records everything its users do. Historical locales 
and modern-day Egypt are the settings for themes 
of sisters and brothers, jealousy, abduction, medieval 
philosophy, destiny and free will and the interplay 
between technology and memory. Noted author 
Geraldine Brooks writes that this work is: "Intricate 
and suspenseful...full of jaw dropping revelations and 
breathtaking reversals. An elegant and brainy page-
turner from a master story-teller.”

There’s plenty of time to read this wonderful novel and 
join us for our always-lively Book Discussion. Natalie 
Gorvine facilitates; refreshments will be served. So, 
get a hold of your copy -- now in paperback and 
all formats -- and join us in mid-November. Our 
Mishkan Library has two circulating copies...please 
return those copies within three weeks of check-out 
so someone else can enjoy them.

One Book, One Jewish Community’s 
8th Annual Selection:

Henna House, by Nomi Eve

“…a rich, spirited, and sensuous tale of love, loss, 
betrayal, forgiveness, and the dyes that adorn the 
skin and pierce the heart.”

Kick-off Event & Book Signing:
Sunday, November 16, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Once again, we’re delighted to join other synagogues 
and Jewish organizations across the region in Jewish 
Learning Venture’s exceptional literary program. They

by Sharon Rhode          
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another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--Here I Am
 

If you have life circumstances that would be helped 
by short-term support and/or help with concrete 
tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal 
at actsofcaring@mishkan.org or please phone Sharon 
at 610.574.1705 or 610.649.0274.
We will reach out to the community and coordinate 
help with needs such as transportation to doctor 
appointments, meals, errands, as well as visits. 

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life-cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).

Got Nachas? 

Sharing your good news is a marvelous way to 
connect our community! Please don’t be shy - send 
all lifecycle events you would like to be posted 
to our email address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 
Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
by Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazal Tov

We extend a hearty mazal tov to Sammi Weiss, Jonah 
Taranta, and Raffi Stein-Klotz, and their families on 
becoming b’nai mitvzah.  

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members   Robin 
Berenholz , Bernice Bricklin, Jean Brody/Louis 
Schwartz, Wendy Caplin, Mark Goodman, Jane 
Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz , Denise Kulp, Robin 
Leidner, Faith Leibman, and Aryeh Stein Azen.

We are keeping Evelyn Bishop, mother of Gene 
Bishop, Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana 
v'Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Arnold 
Schein (father of Susan Schein), Sarah Bradley 
(mother of David Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of 
Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie 
& Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-
law of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), and 
Julie Post (sister of Nancy Post) in our prayers as 
well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 

Library  (continued from previous page)

for a way to connect to a great Mishkan team, come 
check us out…we'd love to have you join us! We 
meet monthly, virtually in bad weather; we meet 
Sunday mornings in the Library, although occasionally 
we’ll meet on a weekday evening or in our homes to 
accommodate members’ schedules. But we always 
learn, regale each other with wonderful stories and 
leave excited about our plans for upcoming programs.

To learn more, or for answers to any questions, 
write us at library@mishkan.org or contact Lillian 
Sigal, Committee Chair, at lilsigal@verizon.net. 

If you have books to donate to the 
Mishkan Library, please contact Eileen 
Levinson at levinsone@yahoo.com.  See you in 
the Library!

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
mailto:lilsigal@verizon.net.  
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Emma Belasco-10/2-Tishrei 8
 Grandmother of Andrea Belasco 

Sam Kaufman-10/2-Tishrei 8
 Father of Robert Kaufman 

Henry Galson-10/3-Tishrei 9
 Grandfather of Wendy Galson 

Joy Kapusta-10/3-Tishrei 9
 Mother of Heidi Kapusta 

Henry Maschler-10/4-Tishrei 10
 Father of Rina Maschler 

Jean Somers-10/4-Tishrei 10
 Mother of Larry Somers 

Harvey Stone-10/4-Tishrei 10
 Father of Andy Stone 

Morris Kleiner-10/5-Tishrei 11
 Father of David Kleiner 

Alan Masters-10/5-Tishrei 11
 Father of Steve Masters

Arlene Bellinger-10/8-Tishrei 14
 Mother of Dan Auerbach 

Henry Williams-10/9-Tishrei 15
 Grandfather of Wilbur R.C. Bryant II

Mark Rybnick-10/10-Tishrei 16
 Cousin of Ellie Barbarash

Bea Horwitz-10/11-Tishrei 17
 Mother of Seth Horwitz 

Rita Gorvine-10/12-Tishrei 18
 Mother of Harold Gorvine 

Jeannette Mathey-10/15-Tishrei 21
 Close Friend of Leslie Hurtig & Thomas Ginsberg 

Keith Scearce-10/16-Tishrei 22
 Father of Marie Scearce 

Jeanne Abeles-10/18-Tishrei 24
 Mother of Judy Mock 

Becky Hoffmann-10/18-Tishrei 24
 Friend of Joyce Hanna 

Marlene Meskin-10/18-Tishrei 24
 Sister of Lawrence & Paula Wallach

Wallace Morris-10/19-Tishrei 25
 Father-in-Law of Richard M Heiberger 

Ruth Silver-10/19-Tishrei 25
 Mother of Joel Silver 

Leonard Elwell-10/20-Tishrei 26
 Father of Stephen Elwell 

Rita McCullen-10/22-Tishrei 28
 Mother of Mark McCullen 

Adolph Wolfsohn-10/22-Tishrei 28
 Father of David Wolfsohn 

Ferrer Levinson-10/23-Tishrei 29
 Father of Eileen Levinson 

Gerri Levinson-10/23-Tishrei 29
 Mother of Eileen Levinson 

Ben Shapiro-10/25-Heshvan 1
 Father of Stan Shapiro 

Madelyn Shure-10/26-Heshvan 2
 Mother of Jane Shure 

Irving Shapiro-10/27-Heshvan 3
 Father of Paula Wallach 

Joseph Leidner-10/28-Heshvan 4
 Father of Robin Leidner 

Esther Reisner-10/29-Heshvan 5
 Mother of Ilana Reisner 

David Casher-10/30-Heshvan 6
 Father of Andrea Casher 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

Friday, October 3, 5:45 p.m. – Community 
gathers to write cards for Al Het. – 6:15 p.m. – 
Erev Yom Kippur Service at Haverford School

Saturday, October 4, 9:00 a.m. – Yom Kippur 
Service at Haverford School

Wednesday, October 8, 7:45 p.m. – Erev 
Sukkot Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Thursday, October 9, 10:00 a.m. – Sukkot 
Service with Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael

Saturday, October 11, 9:00 a.m. – Tot 
Shabbat; 10:00 a.m. - A Way In Service, with Rabbi 
Yael; Celebrations! - 10:30 a.m. - Family Service; 
4:00 p.m. – Sammi Weiss will be called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah.

T’filot
Wednesday, October 15, 6:45 p.m. – Simhat 
Torah community-wide celebration

Thursday, October 16, 10:00 a.m. – Shemini 
Atzeret Service with Dorshei Derekh at GJC

Friday, October 17, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Julie Benioff

Saturday, October 18, 10:00 a.m. – Bereshit 
– Jonah Taranta will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah, with Rabbi Yael; 5:00 p.m. – Raffi Stein 
Klotz will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah, 
with Rabbi Shawn.

Friday, October 24, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Rosh Hodesh Heshvon Service

Saturday, October 25, 9:00 a.m. – Noah – Tot 
Shabbat; 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Service, with 
Rabbi Yael

5775 B’nai Mitzvah Fund
Wendy Horwitz
Andrea Konow and Janet Garretson

Yahrzeit Memorial
Meryl Crean
Mark Haas
David Piver

Yizkor Book
Erika Aaron and Marc Fliegelman
Barbara Breitman
Rachel Brown
Jennifer Coburn
Jeffrey Dekro and Muffin Friedman
Helene Feldman
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman
Faye Miller and Barbara Danbin
Susan Richards and Sharon Parker
Lillian Sigal

Contributions


