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potential. Holiness, lovingkindness, meaning and 
purpose can manifest through the approach and 
content of our caring for each other, our activist 
stance of justice for all, our commitment to life-
long learning across all ages, our prayerful, ritual and 
cultural practices. This Process makes for “salvation,” 
in Kaplan’s terms, as we move towards an agreed-
upon outcome that ideally brings us into greater 
self-realization. Our mission has not been to build a 
Judaism where “anything goes,” but one in which so 
much is possible. 

In the world of 21st century Reconstructionism, 
“truth” is certainly in flux. For example, as the book 
Exploring Judaism by Rebecca Alpert and Jacob Staub 
suggests, we are more questioning of the authority 
of the sciences than Kaplan was, even as we contend 
with staggering new scientific and technological 
advances. We are more questioning than Kaplan of 
the values of American society, and we feel ourselves 
being shaped by a multiplicity of identities and 
civilizations beyond the “living in two civilizations” 
credo. In light of the Holocaust and the never-
ending eruption of brutal wars around the world, we 
question more vigorously than Kaplan the human 
capability of achieving peace and “salvation” through 
politics, education and technology. The hunger for 
meaning and purpose in our increasingly globalized 
world and Hubble-enhanced universe has moved us 
beyond the discussion of Kaplan’s day about theism 
and atheism to a discussion about how to live more 
Godly and religiously authentic lives in a culture that 
champions individualism and personal happiness 
over communal commitment and peoplehood. Our 
embrace of egalitarianism since the founding of our 
movement has meant not only inclusion of women’s 
voices and feminist concerns, but a need for Jewish 
men, as well as those for whom gender constructs 
are limiting or not defining, to find a meaningful role 
in contemporary congregations, and a striving to 
support GLBTQ Jews, interfaith families, non-Jews 
committed to Reconstructionist communities and 
Jews of multicultural heritage.

As we move more deeply into the second 
century of a multi-streamed contemporary 
approach to Jewish Life, intellectual rigor, 

Heshvan has been traditionally called mar 
Heshvan--a bitter month because of the absence 
of celebrations, holidays and reflections. For our 
ancestors, pre-Hanukkah and Purim, there was no 
guarantee, only a deep hope, that we would see each 
other in Jerusalem (having flourished after the rains--
if they came) six months later for Pesah. 

However, we live in a different world than our 
ancestors. In many ways, I see Heshvan as a breathing 
space--a month to let all that has transpired 
integrate into our very beings. Certainly there is 
never a dull moment here at Mishkan Shalom and 
there will be much happening in November. Yet, it is a 
different intensity in the year cycle.

Into this space I offer you some thoughts about the 
very foundations of Mishkan Shalom (as part of the 
Reconstructionist Movement, now in its sixtieth 
year) shaped by the passionate writings of Rabbi 
Mordecai Kaplan.

For all of the diversity of personality and practice 
within our 100-plus affiliates in North America 
and Europe, Mordecai Kaplan’s core ideas of 
religious naturalism, egalitarianism, democratic 
decision-making, and an empowered rabbinate 
and membership have produced dynamic and 
creative communities. These communities share 
many important characteristics: gender equality, 
shared leadership, a welcoming atmosphere, lifelong 
educational practices, liturgical and ritual creativity, 
a serious embrace of tradition, a commitment to 
tikkun olam, and a conscious search for meaningful, 
sustainable lives as Jews and as human beings on the 
planet. 

Our community continues to grow; we have more 
children in our school than last year and nearly 
twenty households who have joined us or are on 
their way since the summer. Some of you (new 
or long-time members) may not be well versed in 
Kaplanian thought or Reconstructionist principles, 
even as you are proud and active participants in our 
community. 

Kaplan spoke of God as the Process that 
makes for the fulfillment of our human 

by Rabbi Shawn ZevitRabbi’s Letter
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(continued next page)

http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org/exploring-judaism-a-reconstructionist-approach/
http://www.mishkan.org/calendar
http://www.jewishrecon.org/reconstructionist-judaism
http://www.jewishrecon.org/reconstructionist-judaism
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Our sacred community helps guide us in 
remembering we were created to live in relationship.  
We were created to weave a web of connection, 
to weave a web of love. As a community may we 
continue to reach out to each other and to be 
present for each other as we pass through sorrows 
and joys, mourning and celebrations.  And may we 
reach out to others to join our sacred community, 
inviting them to become companions on the journey.  
And may we continue to inspire each other to bring 
forth our gifts, to live our passions and values and 
in doing so bring healing and love to each other and 
the world. 

I am so grateful and honored to be on this journey 
with you and look forward to all we will bring forth 
together in this New Year.

Blessings of love
   and shalom, 
         Rabbi Yael)

Friends, 

Blessings to all, as we step into the fullness of 5776.

May we be guided by teachings that unfold as the 
Torah and we begin again. The mystical story of 
creation teaches: Before creation there was only 
One.  One—pure, simple, whole.  And there arose 
in the One a desire for relationship and from that 
desire water, sky, land, fish, birds and we took form.  
And here we are, created to live into relationship.

And the One calls to each of us—to all of us, 
Ayeka—Where are you? Come close, no need 
to hide. And at times we do hide, we get scared 
and turn away.  We allow ourselves to be ruled 
by impatience, to be shaped by harsh judgments, 
to become unconcerned about the lives of each 
other. Even with the best intentions, even with the 
commitment to love, it is still so easy to go astray. 
But always there is the possibility of turning.  Turning 
toward alert, attentive, kindness. Turning toward a 
curiosity and interest that opens us to our reverent 
relationship with each other and all the earth, again 
and again and again. 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In

(continued from previous page)Rabbi’s Letter

emotional honesty and spiritual creativity will enable 
us to continue to evolve with a deep relationship 
to our Jewish tradition, to our congregational and 
movement’s foundational ideas, and to global issues 
of environmental, political, economic and spiritual 
sustainability.

Here’s to a month of remarkable moments ahead for 
all of us -- when we exercise our precious right to 
vote on November 3, celebrate together at our gala 
auction and fundraiser November 14, rejoice at the 
wonderful b’nai mitzvah simhot of our children, gather 
at the POWER assembly on November 19, and offer 
gratitude for life and sustenance at month’s end on 
Thanksgiving -- and all the moments in-between.

A Thanksgiving Prayer:

Hakol MiKol Kol
The All in the All in the All
Within, around, beyond
No-thing, Know-ing
Unfolding, Life-Force
Longing of all worlds
Creation expressing as us
Construct we have created
In our longing for meaning, purpose
Life that is - this Isness
Thank you for this time
And for the opportunity to share in the abundance
Of connection, caring and sustenance as we each are 
blessed by.
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evenings. To give you an idea of the variety in these 
Hoogim, I would like to describe the sessions for this 
first period of time. We have one teacher teaching 
Torah trop to students. Trop is the system of musical 
symbols that Torah readers use as a guide when they 
study to read the Torah. One little mark may have 
several notes that it stands for.  This elective can be 
for anyone who wants to read Torah.  Another Hoog 
is about current events, which we call Jewz in the 
Newz. In its first session, the students had a lively 
discussion about Syria and the bombing over there. 
There is a hoog where the students are creating a 
Mishkan student newspaper. I will send a copy to the 
newsletter next month to show you how it looks. 
Finally, we have a hoog where the teacher has taken 
the Buddhist circle of the Mandala and made the 
symbols to be included in it Jewish. 

Next session will include one led by our Rabbi Yael 
Levy, and adults are invited. She will be teaching 
meditation to students and interested adults. The 
Hoog meets from 7:15 -8:00 pm on Wednesdays 

Congregational School
Dear all,

The holidays are past and we have started our 
regular learning. On November 1,  we will be doing 
our Tikkun Olam/fundraising activity of weeding 
and planting in important places. We call this activity 
our Mishkanathon. We are going to the Wissahickon 
woods with our older students to weed and 
plant. We are guided through this process by the 
Wissahickon Restoration Volunteers. Our own Steve 
Jones is a member and is our link to the day.  Our 
younger students stay on our property but work 
with our Site Stewards to plant and weed on our 
site.  It is a wonderful day for all to be outside doing 
good work. It is also a fundraiser for us. If you wish, 
you can sponsor a student by donating money in 
honor of the student. Let me know that you want to 
sponsor someone and I will give you the name of a 
student. 

We have also started our electives, which we call 
Hoogim.  These electives are short term learning 
units that we have for 4th – 7th graders on Wednesday 

Above: In the Sukkah outside the social hall

Right: In our amphitheatre outside the school.
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MISHKANATHON 2015!

Join us in the woods!  Join us outside!
Join us to raise money for the 
Mishkan Shalom Congregational School

Sunday, November 1
9:30 am - 12:00 pm - Rain or Shine! 

***   Overall fundraising goal:  $2,500  *** 
***   Every student is asked to raise a minimum of $36   ***

 
The highest fundraiser receives:
a $50 gift-card of his/her choosing!
And if we meet our fundraising goal:
the whole school will have an ice-cream party!!

For  more information, to volunteer, or to sponsor a child! 
Please contact: Anna Forrester, at annaveforrester@gmail.com

by Rivka Jarosh

starting November 4- December 16, skipping 
November 25 for Thanksgiving. Please let me know if 
you want to join.  It is free for members and $45 for 
nonmembers.

The Education Committee has met this year and 
has taken on some big issues such as: how to make 
services more accessible to families with little 
children; how do we make our school a more 
positive experience for children with learning 
challenges.  We will meet in task forces to look at 
these issues. 

We have several new families this year! We will 
feature some of our families in upcoming letters. We 
have more students this year than last and there is a 
nice energy in our school. 

This month the Tots and the Gan,  Alef and Bet 
children will have dinner together on November 13. 

For those of you who participated in the Flea 
Market, I would like to thank you sincerely. Sharon 
Gornstein and Lisa Moss led this process and on 
the day of the Flea Market there were several 
people out there to help.  There was a variety of 
things offered and people who bought came away 
with good deals.  Anyone who might help next year 
should contact me. 

Have a great Thanksgiving. I hope you enjoy the 
pictures of our students.

B’shalom!
Rivka

mailto:annaveforrester@gmail.com
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DON’T MISS      
 A Very Special Afternoon:

 
One Book Mishkan’s

Waveland Panel Discussion
Sunday, December 13

4:00 pm-6:00 pm

Highlights Include:

Special 
Race Relations Photo Exhibit

Opens 3:30 p.m.

Panel Discussion with:
Author Simone Zelitch, and Mishkan 

members and other participants in 1964’s 
Freedom Summer!

Discussion Moderator 
Dr. Harold Gorvine

Our afternon concludes with a 
Hanukkah candle-lighting 

and a rededication to our community’s 
work for racial justice. 

Led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Refreshments will be served. 
Suggested donation $10.00

by Sharon Rhode

November is 
Jewish Library Month

Celebrate by Visiting Mishkan’s 
Library!

We’re so proud of our beautiful library and the 
depth and vibrancy of our collection. Sadly, some 
synagogue libraries have closed or become dusty 
collections of old books holding little relevance for 
most readers. But Mishkan Shalom’s Library routinely 
adds new titles of interest to our community and 
posts reviews to help you learn more about recent 
acquisitions.

New to our Library? We’re on the third floor across 
from the Chapel. Everything you need to check out 
and return books and multi-media materials can be 
found just inside the entrance. Instructions for using 
our self-circulation system are on the bulletin board 
and the deposit box for book cards is right below on 
the circulation table. The big blue book return bin is 
right underneath.

So, what better way to celebrate Jewish Library 
Month than by acquainting (or re-acquainting) 
yourself with our wonderful library? If the building’s 
open, so is the Library. A popular spot for meetings 
and classes, there are still many hours each day when 
our library can provide a quiet haven for reading, 
browsing, working, writing or just contemplating. 
Come and explore…and make visiting our library a 
regular part of your visits to Mishkan!



Learn more about the Library and One 
Book Mishkan at: www.mishkan.org or write 
library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

Library 

http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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Led by psychologist Dr. Meredith Barber and music 
therapist Julie Lipson, this group uses improvised 
words and melodies to connect to ourselves and 
our journeys.  No musical experience or talent 
necessary.

SoulCollage® With a Jewish Spin
An intuitive, imaginative, creative process taught 
by Susan Richards, Sunday, November 1, 1:00 
p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  No art experience necessary.

Mindfulness is Not What You Think! 
An Intergenerational Class for Older Kids & 
Their Grown-Ups. Wednesdays, November 4, 
11,18 and December 2, 9,16, 7:15 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
An innovative way for kids and their parents 
to learn a variety of ways to feel more relaxed, 
present and grateful and less stressed and anxious. 
Open to mindfulness beginners as well as those with 
experience.

Philly Jewish Food Festival 
Co-sponsored by Mishkan Shalom. Sunday, 
November 15, all day, at Kenneseth Israel, 8339 
Old York Road.  
Looking at our daily sustenance through the lens 
of Jewish ethics and dietary laws, as well as the 
environmental, health, social and ethical implications 
of our choices.  Rabbi Shawn will be one of the 
presenters.

Torah Study
Saturday mornings 9 :00 a.m. - 9:50 a.m. in the 
library, ongoing.  
Read, discuss, question and explore the week’s Torah 
portion in sessions led by Mishkan rabbis, members, 
and friends of the community.

Details, instructor bios, updates, and registration 
information are on the website at www.mishkan.org. 
You can also find reminders of upcoming dates in 
your Ma Hadash emails.

We want to hear from you! The Lifelong Learning 
Committee always has an ear to the ground in 
terms of classes or events our community might be 
interested in. Or perhaps you have an idea for a class 
you want to offer that would intrigue and stretch 
us-- whether using our minds, our bodies, or our 
creativity.  For example, I heard interest in a Yiddish 
class expressed, with a question about who might 
be brought in to teach it.  My first thought was that 
there is probably someone in our own community 
who is well qualified to teach it!  Let me know your 
interests--whether a class you want to take or one 
you want to offer!  susanrichardsartist@gmail.com
 
Now it’s really Fall - leaves are gloriously turning and 
there’s that crisp nip in the air that some of us love 
so much. Our Fall Semester classes and events at 
Mishkan bring a rich and varied harvest to choose 
from:

Pause and Refresh Your Soul:  An 
Exploration of Shabbat-Unplugging 
Saturdays, November 7 and December 4, 
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., led by Rabbis Shawn and 
Simcha.
A mix of Shabbat spiritual practice with a new series 
of Talmud study looking at the foundation of prayer 
and individual/communal spiritual life, connected to 
this year’s theme of “The Power of ‘And’: Expanding 
Perspective and Action.”

Spiritual Direction:  
A Monthly Open Circle
Saturdays, November 7 and December 5, 9:00 
a.m. - 9:55 a.m., led by Andrea Madden, Meredith 
Barber, and Rabbi Shawn. 
Jewish spiritual direction is a process of exploring 
our connection with what we experience as sacred. 

Finding the Voice Within:  Where 
Creativity and Spirituality Meet
Fridays, November 20 and December 18, 12:30 
p.m. - 2:00 p.m. (and ongoing monthly)

by Susan RichardsLifelong Learning

http://www.mishkan.org/
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Yes, Mah Jongg is alive and well at Mishkan Shalom.  
Back in 2012, members  Susan Schewel 
and Libby Harman had a vision of bringing Mah Jongg 
to  Mishkan.  They took a class and played
regularly at another synagogue, where  there were at 
least 40 people playing every week!  
 
Since then, Mah Jongg has been  played at Mishkan 
regularly; right now it’s the first 3 Thursdays
of the month.  However, with more interest, it is 
likely to extend to EVERY THURSDAY
NIGHT. 

So why would anyone want to learn to play Mah 
Jongg?  It’s a fascinating game  based on luck and skill. 
While many people remember their grandmoth-
ers and  mothers playing—and even were taught 
by them—most players have come to the  game as 
“newbies”. 

Mah Jongg at Mishkan!

Almost everyone exclaims about the beautiful tiles 
and the  notorious “clicking” sound they make as 
they are discarded during a round.  The game does 
take some concentration and determination; 
however, the more  often one plays, the easier (and 
more fun!) the game becomes!  

Consider taking a class and joining us!  If you al-
ready know the basics and want to  play, contact 
either Libby or Susan (see info below).  And if it’s 
been a long  time since you played, they’ll help
you catch up.  The next 5-6 week classes will start in 
late April.

More questions? Contact:
Libby Harman: libbyharman@verizon.net  
Susan Schewel: susanschewel@gmail.com  

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, Libby Harmon,  Anndee Hochman, Rivka Jarosh,

 Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Sharon Rhode, 
Susan Richards, Stephanie Shell and Shawn Zevit

Email articles by the 15th of each month to
levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:libbyharman@verizon.net
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Those insights about relationship may surface again 
in Sarah’s tikkkun olam project; she’s working with 
the counselor at Independence Charter School to  
set up a mentoring program that will pair 7th grad-
ers with younger students. “I’m hoping the younger 
students, especially the ones who don’t have much 
support at home, will have a person they can come 
to. For the older students, I want them to have a 
feeling of leadership, but also give the younger stu-
dent a turn.”

At school, Sarah’s excited about this year’s “Take 
Flight” program, which brings students to either 
Nicaragua or Ecuador for cultural exchange and 
service projects. At Mishkan, she’s eager to lead a 
service while wearing a tallis purchased on a trip to 
Israel two years ago. In the shop, Sarah was looking 
at a white tallis with purple writing when the sales-
woman asked her name, then pointed it out—along 
with the names of the other three matriarchs—on a 
corner of the fabric.

“I’m looking forward to reading my parasha, getting 
my tallis, saying the blessing and knowing that I’m not 
just a kid who comes to services; I’m an adult in the 
congregation, with more responsibility and so many 
more opportunities now.

(more on next page)

Sarah Cohen
November 7

Sarah’s early memories of Hebrew School weave 
sweetness and connection.

At Germantown Jewish Centre, where she began, 
students put honey on their fingers to trace letters 
of the alef-bet, then licked off the stickiness. And at 
Mishkan, one of her first friends turned out to be 
from a family that had known Sarah’s own family 
since the girls were two.

“I’ve been going to B’nai Mitzvah; it’s been a big part 
of my life,” she says. And though becoming a Bat Mitz-
vah was a given in her family, not a choice, “if I did 
have to choose, I’d want to have one…it’s exciting to 
finally be able to stand up for an aliyah at services.”

Still, she had some trepidation: “Hebrew has not 
been the easiest for me, so I was nervous about 
learning my parasha.” It helped to spread out the 
entire text of Haye Sarah (Gen. 23:1-25:18) notice 
the different trop families, then record and practice 
each one separately.

Two different passages caught Sarah’s attention. One 
was a section noting that Yitzhak “loved” Rivka, a 
contrast to the courtship norms of the day. “Most of 
the time in the Torah, marriages were about money 
and keeping money in the family.”

Another section made her think about reconciliation. 
“When Avraham dies, Ishmael comes back. Sarah, 
his mother, favored Yitzhak, so I was surprised that 
Ishmael comes back and is able to forgive. Even if he 
did hold a grudge toward his brother, he didn’t try to 
hurt him.

“To forgive someone, you have to respect him. And 
the other person has to understand it’s about both 
of you. We’re all human, we all mess up and there’s 
always room to try again.”

by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
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crowded hallways 
of Springfield 
Township Middle 
School. “There 
are a lot more 
people—and we 
do a lot more 
learning,” she says. 
Favorite classes 
include Spanish 
and language 
arts, where she’s 
currently studying 
absurd fiction.

In her spare time, Mayana reads, sings, draws and 
plays guitar. But her most exuberant obsession is the
television serial “Once Upon a Time,” which inspires 
her own fan fiction. “It’s an amazing show. All the 
female characters are really strong; they’re always 
saving the day, not the guys. It puts a whole other 
spin on fairy tales. And one of the main themes is 
hope.”

Mayana’s the kind of person who doesn’t get 
nervous until the very last minute—at least, that’s 
what happened right before her graduation speech 
at Miquon—and she’s looking forward to leading 
the prayers she’s been practicing for months. In 
the meantime, she’s learned a few things about her 
congregation, and about herself.

“Mishkan is a lot less about Hebrew than it is about 
community,” she says. “It’s not that hard to learn 
trop, but it’s hard to remember to practice and be 
motivated to do it. I’ve learned that some things are 
harder than you think they’re going to be. They take 
longer, and you really need to commit.”

Mayana Ashley-Carner
November 14

Her first memories of Mishkan are spotty and 
impressionistic: a roomful of adults and toddlers 
gathered for Tot Shabbat; a tiny Torah; collages and 
art projects when she was in Gan, Aleph and Bet.

A Bat Mitzvah glimmered on the far horizon, back 
then. It wasn’t until sixth grade that Mayana began 
thinking about it seriously, and with mixed emotions. 
“It’s exciting to become a teenager and be consid-
ered an adult in the Jewish community, but it’s a little 
scary to have to lead a whole service,” she says.

Her parasha, Toledot (Gen. 25:19-28:9), about Jacob 
and Esau’s jostle for their father’s blessing, seemed 
“weird” at first. “There were a lot of words I didn’t 
know,” Mayana recalls. “Then it started to become 
familiar and less weird.” One of the words that 
remained intriguing was “starving,” used to describe 
one of the two rivalrous brothers.

“There’s a scene where Esau is really hungry and 
Jacob makes him trade his birthright for a bowl of 
soup. I’m going to talk a lot about the word ‘starving.’ 
What does it mean? Do people abuse it? What are 
you starving for?”

Those questions lead directly to Mayana’s tikkun 
olam project: volunteering to feed homeless adults 
and families at the Life Center of Eastern Delaware 
County, a shelter with which Mishkan has a long-
standing relationship. Her first time there, she made 
and served lasagna. “I care a lot about people getting 
food; it’s something I think about a lot,” she says.

Mayana graduated from The Miquon School in 
June and switched this fall to the larger, more 

B’nai Mitzvah
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(continued from previous page)

Tessie Katz
November 21 (minha)

Tessie is no stranger to commitment, or to the stage. 
She’s been playing piano for ten years and violin for 
nine; she practices several hours a day and has per-
formed with the orchestra at The Baldwin School. 

“I’m proud of all the concerts I’ve performed in. And 
doing well in school, even though I have a really busy 
schedule.” This year, Bat Mitzvah practice became an 
addition to that busy-ness.

“Mainly, the reason I started Hebrew School was to 
prepare for a Bat Mitzvah.” Compared to her previ-
ous year of Hebrew School at Germantown Jew-
ish Center, Mishkan classes were more populous, 
relaxed and fun. In January, she began to work with a 
tutor on prayers and her Torah portion, color-coding 
the different trop families in parashat Vayishlah (Gen. 
32:4-36:43).

“It’s about Jacob’s dream. He wrestles with an angel. 
The angel’s name is Israel. Then he goes to his 
brother, and they reunite. At first, I thought the Torah 
was pretty illogical. A lot of it didn’t make sense. It 
called the same place by two different names.”

One of those oddities in the text caught Tessie’s 
attention. “There’s a part when Jacob and Esau are 
reuniting, where there are dots on one word” that 
make the meaning ambiguous. “It says [in the transla-
tion], ‘he kissed him,’ but some people think it means 
he actually bit him.

“I like the kissing version better.”

For her tikkun olam project, Tessie is sharing one of 
her own passions; she’s teaching instrumental mu-
sic—sight-reading and improvisation—to a 15-year-
old cello player who has autism. In her scant free 
time, she loves to read teen fiction and fantasy and 
try her hand at representational drawing. She plays 
tennis and squash at school.

While her family observes Shabbat at home with 
challah and prayers, and joins relatives and friends 

for Passover Seders, Tessie looks forward to being 
seen as a Jewish adult in the wider world of Mishkan.

 “I’ve learned what it means to become a Bat Mitz-
vah, about joining the community.” That means both 
the tangible—having a nametag—and the intangible 
gift of having friends and family share her accom-
plishment as she leads a service.

Most of the B’nai Mitzvah she’s attended thus far 
have been outside of Mishkan, and the contrasts 
have prompted some interesting family conversation. 
“It’s fun, seeing the look on my mom’s face when I 
tell her about other Bat Mitzvahs I went to and how 
fancy they were.”

Both she and her sister Amanda came to High Holi-
day services, and since then the family has incorpo-
rated Rabbi Shawn’s talk on “vav consciousness”—
sometimes humorously—into their daily life. “My 
mom recently told my sister, ‘Amanda, I like your 
stuffed sheep AND please get her out of my face!” 
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“Dear Ally” Support Initiative

by Phoenix Schneider

I am excited to share with you the launch of Dear 
Ally, a new anonymous online support initiative of 
JFCS! This important resource is available to every-
one, but was developed primarily to support Jewish 
LGBTQ individuals, parents and family members, 
professionals, and anyone else in need of support 
or with questions surrounding sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and gender expression. 

The anonymity of the program makes it very ac-
cessible for folks and communities who are not yet 
ready to talk to someone in person or on the phone. 
Anyone can click on the Dear Ally icon found 
at https://jfcsphilly.org/main-home-page/dear-ally/ and 
submit a letter that will be responded to by a 
trained professional. Folks can also search a database 
of letters addressing a range of topics pertaining 
to sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, and 
LGBTQ communities. With that, I invite you to share 
this resource with your constituents and the diverse 
communities that you serve. I’ve attached the icon 
that you can feel free to share on your website’s 
resource page. 

Here is a brief description of Dear Ally that you 
can use when sharing:

Dear Ally, a program of JFCS of Greater Philadel-
phia, is an anonymous online question and answer 

forum for Jewish lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer and questioning (LGBTQ) youth, parents and 
family members of LGBTQ individuals, profession-
als, and anyone else in need of support or with ques-
tions surrounding sexual orientation, gender identity, 
and gender expression. We can learn from others’ 
questions. Submit your letter anonymously and a 
response will be sent privately as well as posted on 
the Dear Ally page without identifiable information 
for others who may be in need of support. 

In addition, we have free postcard holders with 
Dear Ally postcards that we are offering to you, 
our partners, to display in an office or resource/
community space at your agency, school, synagogue 
or other institution. Please reply to order one.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
ask.

Thanks for being an awesome partner and friend of 
JFCS of Greater Philadelphia!

Phoenix Schneider
Director, LGBTQ Initiative
Jewish Family and Children’s Service
of Greater Philadelphia
2100 Arch Street, 5th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103
267.256.2257
pschneider@jfcsphilly.org
www.jfcsphilly.org

https://jfcsphilly.org/main-home-page/dear-ally/
mailto:pschneider@jfcsphilly.org
http://www.jfcsphilly.org/
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Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom commu-
nity learn about significant events in the lives of 
our members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM
The Acts of Caring team is still looking for a vol-
unteer to help with Hineni.  The job description in 
brief – speak with Mishkan members who might be 
in need of food, rides, etc. and set up a Volunteer 
Spot web page to facilitate sign up.  No meetings!  
Are you the right person for this job?  If yes, email 
actsofcaring@Mishkan.org.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring via 
email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan mem-
bers. It is our communication central for sharing life 
cycle events and community needs for help.  If you 
are not receiving Acts of Caring, please check your 
spam, or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder 
(Acts of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).  
If you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or 
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts 
of Caring.  Please contact the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a marvel-
ous way to connect our community! Please don’t be 
shy - send all lifecycle events you would like to be 
posted to our email address actsofcaring@mishkan.
org. 

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
Mazel tov to Sarah Cohen, Mayana Ashley Carner, 
Tessie Katz and their families as they celebrate 
becoming B’nai Mitzvah. Also mazel tov to Robin 
Berenholz and Mark McCullen on the engagement 
of their son Jared and to Carol Towarnicky and Ron 
Goldwyn on the marriage of their daughter Mara 
Goldwyn to Max Gassmann.

Condolences
We extend condolences Stan Shapiro and family on 
the death of his brother Marvin; to Mark Haas and 
family on the death of his brother-in-law Andrew 
Johnson; to Lisa Tuttle on the death of her close 
friend Sharon Youcha, and to Mindy Maslin and family 
on the death of her cousin Jack Lipp.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members   Sam Mer-
vis, Susan Richards,  Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, 
Wendy Horwitz, Bill Grey, Robin Berenholz, Bernice 
Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay 
Kravitz, Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Ze-
vit), Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra 
Singer and Marcus Singer(sister and father of Karen 
Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan Windle), Sal 
Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Ber-
man-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold 
Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe 
Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and 
mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie Post (sister of 
Nancy Post), and Judy Jasper Leicht (friend of Eileen 
Levinson) in our prayers as well. May they all experi-
ence a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Acts of Caring/G’milut Hasadim

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits 

14

Rebecca (Rae) Bernstein-11/14-Kislev 2
 Mother of Judith Bernstein-Baker 

Ann Silvi-11/15-Kislev 3
 Wife of Jack Reuben 

Walter Weiss-11/15-Kislev 3
 Father of Ariel Weiss 

Marguerite Morris-11/17-Kislev 5
 Mother of Richard M. Heiberger 

Celestine Goldwyn-11/18-Kislev 6
 Mother of Ron Goldwyn 

Allen Stein-11/18-Kislev 6
 Father of Margot Stein 

Sidney Gornstein-11/19-Kislev 7
 Father of Sharon Gornstein 

Dora Maligson-11/21-Kislev 9
 Great Grandmother of Wendy Galson

Murray Young-11/21-Kislev 9
 Father of Mitchell Young 

Bernard Silver-11/23-Kislev 11
 Father of Joel Silver 

Arthur Caplin-11/25-Kislev 13
 Father of Wendy Caplin 

Florence Jacobs-11/29-Kislev 17
 Mother of Christopher Jacobs 

Roslyn Hofer Lieberman-11/30-Kislev 18
 Mother of Dee Dee Lopez

Morton Bober-11/3-Heshvan 21
 Father of Gail Bober 

Jacob Goldberg-11/5-Heshvan 23
 Grandfather of Cindy Rosenthal 

Sadie Goldberg-11/5-Heshvan 23
 Grandmother of Cindy Rosenthal 

Samuel Breitman-11/7-Heshvan 25
 Father of Barbara Breitman 

Morton Perkiss-11/7-Heshvan 25
 Father of Steve Perkiss 

Daniel Quigley-11/7-Heshvan 25
 Father of Patricia Quigley

Beatrice Brown Berman-11/8-Heshvan 26
 Mother of Rabbi Phyllis Berman 

Pauline Fisher-11/8-Heshvan 26
 Mother of Lillian Sigal 

Max Shapiro-11/8-Heshvan 26
 Father of Howard Shapiro 

Min Kraff-11/10-Heshvan 28
 Mother of Sue Ellen Liebman 

Larry Schlossberg-11/10-Heshvan 28
 Father of Dina Schlossberg

Daniel Asher Berman-11/11-Heshvan 29
 Brother of Phyllis Berman 

Robert Lipshutz-11/11-Heshvan 29
 Father of Debbie Lipshutz 

Maurice Acker-11/13-Kislev 1
 Father of David Acker 
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Friday, November 20 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, November 21 – Vayetzei – 9:00 
a.m. – Tot Shabbat, with Rivka; Celebrations! – 
10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with 
Rabbi Yael. 5:00 p.m. – Tessie Katz will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Saturday, November 28 – Vayishlah – 
10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with 
Rabbi Yael

Saturday, November 7 – Hayei-Sarah – 
9:00 a.m. – Tot Shabbat, with Rivka;  10:00 a.m. – 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Sarah Cohen will 
be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Thursday, November 12 – 7:00 p.m. - Rosh 
Hodesh Kislev Celebration

Friday, November 13 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, November 14 – Toledot – 10:00 
a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Mayana 
Ashley Carner will be called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah.

T’filot


