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Wonder of wonder, miracle of miracles, 
we have had a bunch of younger folks join-

ing! We all know this is the demographic least likely 
to formally join a congregation, and one of the 
most desired groups for the life of a congregation. 
We are thrilled to have become attractive to these 
vibrant new member households.

There are lots of ways our new members reflect 
our current membership. Folks come from 
surrounding neighborhoods and from as “far“ as 
Penn Valley. Folks have lots of differently configured 
families, with single members, interfaith families, 
members with kids and without, agnostics and 
Jews by choice. Members come from a range of 
Jewish and non-Jewish backgrounds, but with quite 
a few folks from Orthodox and Conservadox 

families. And while we have added to our cadre of 
lawyers, social workers, educators, and health and 
Jewish professionals, we also have been joined by 
a Museum Educator, Chief Medical Officer, and the 
Executive Director of the Chamber Orchestra, 
whom you might have noticed as the operatic 
chanter of Kol Nidre at the High Holidays.

Our new members joined for many of the same 
reasons that brought all of us to Mishkan Shalom, 
from “falling in love with the amazing Hebrew 
school,” “love of the focus on social justice and 
progressive Judaism” and Mishkan Shalom’s 
“welcoming spirit and ideology.” Several new 
members also reported Rabbi Shawn’s service 
leadership and sermon at last year’s High Holidays 
as a pivotal moment in their decision to join.  As an 
additional note, many members who renewed last 
year after several years’ absence also reported that 
the service and the synergy between Rabbis Shawn 
and Yael as the deciding factors.

Details aside, let’s welcome our new members old-
school style.

One: Join us on Saturday Morning of Novem-
ber 1 for a New Member Shabbat.

Two: Tell us you want to be a New Member 
Buddy. Remember Buddies? Contact us to let us know 
you would like to be matched with a new member 
household so you can invite them for a Shabbat dinner, 
join them at a service, or find your own personal way to 
help them feel linked and welcomed to our community. 
If you are interested, please contact our Prospects and 
New Member Contact Coordinator Marcy Boroff at 
marcy.boroff@gmail.com  with a little data about your 
household so we can make a good match.
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Rabbi’s Letter

(continued on page 13)   

even in relation to an imbalanced relationship with 
the precious planet we are grown from.
 
I talked about the meaning of the SHMITA year on 
Rosh HaShanah, and Rabbi Arthur Waskow is teach-
ing an inspiring course on this subject through our 
Life-long learning program, but SHMITA conscious-
ness asks us to go beyond our story of reconnecting 
with ourselves and others to reconnecting with life 
as it may be, not only as we historically have come to 
view our stories.  
 
This exploration about narrative and life story feels 
especially poignant right now in the wake of many 
losses in our community, in particular the violent 
death of Ron Fischman. Ron’s almost Job-like en-
counter with the vicissitudes of life seemed over-
whelming at times, yet in my conversations with him 
he was constantly striving to reshape the narrative 
he ascribed to his life, the story he held about him-
self and others- and find the Spark, the opening to 
something more that “just what is” or “life deals you 
a deck” mentality.
 
The “story of our lives” is different from what our 
lives are and can be. As Reconstructionists, we refuse 
to justify or to explain the suffering of the innocent 
as punishment or as a test from God. We reject the 
idea that every misfortune is a just punishment for 
some past misdeed.
 
At the same time, like our ancestors, or even our 
parents and grandparents, we come face-to-face 
with the deepest mysteries of life. Things happen in 
this world that do not make sense and shatter our 
hearts and ideas of what must be so. 
 
Yet we do not accept that life is simply a series of 
unrelated events, a series of accidents in which we 
play no part or exert no influence. We are meaning 
makers- the manifested sparks of a Major Meaning 
Making Process, that impels us to instinctively seek 
out connections, shuffle memories, rewrite our life 
scripts, and make a renewed story over and over 
again out of the ashes and the mulch of the old one. 
This imperative, if you will, to make meaning and 

 After the Holy Days- Life!

Rosh Hashanah takes us through the awakening to 
see who we are, to take responsibility, and learn to 
act by principles, make amends, and commit to more 
awakened life. And then there is what happens to us - 
what we cannot control, the changes that befall us. On 
Yom Kippur we are humble to the truth that, much as 
we may try, at least in some realms we are vulnerable, 
powerless, and dependent at the will and mercy of the 
Course of the Universe. 

We move into Sukkot where we gather in vulnerabil-
ity and celebration in an open-dwelling place- porous 
to the elements and welcoming to each other at the 
final harvest of the year. Shemini Atzeret is the last 
stop on the Festival route where we quiet and reflect 
on all the holy days have brought to our attention, our 
relationships, community and the planet. We rejoice in 
our heritage at Simhat Torah, both in the particular 
of Jewish life and Torah itself, and also in the Universal 
truths and diversity of life around us.

Then comes Heshvan.  Traditionally called mar 
Heshvan- a bitter month because of the absence of 
celebrations, holidays and reflections. For our ances-
tors, pre-Hanukkah and Purim, there was no guar-
antee, only a deep hope, we would see each other 
in Jerusalem having flourished after the rains- if they 
came- six months later for Pesach/Passover. 

However, we live in a different world than our ances-
tors. In many ways, I see Heshvan as a breathing 
space- a month to let all that has transpired inte-
grate into our very beings. Certainly there is never a 
dull moment here at Mishkan Shalom and there will 
be much happening in November. Yet, it is a different 
intensity in the year cycle, even if our lifecycle and 
world events do not have proscribed dates in most 
cases. 

As I spoke of in Yom Kippur and during Sukkot at 
times, life occurs differently to and for each of us 
and we often construct our interpretations of those 
events as if our narrative is REALITY itself. This hap-
pens individually, interpersonally and on a cultural 
level as we see in the never ending Israeli and Pales-
tinian experience, in Syria, in our own country and 

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit
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increased engagement with POWER, an inter-
faith based community group which helped end 
arresting of immigrants in Philadelphia
• Establishing the Sustainable Mishkan 
Committee to decrease Mishkan’s carbon 
footprint and implementing Shmita year 
sustainability into a wide range of activities in the 
Synagogue.
• Mishkan has a beautiful new mosaic mural 
made by the children and Joe Brenneman. 
• The Memorial Yahrzeit Tile installation, 
inspired and prime-moved by Lance Laver and 
the Aesthetics Committee. 
• Through two very generous donations, we 
have repaired our Torah.  

I have three main goals for the coming year. I remain 
enthusiastic and energized by this opportunity to be 
of continuing service to our exceptional community: 

1) Increase engagement in the life of the community 
by more members. Join a committee; attend Shabbat 
and Torah study; attend adult education; bring a 
friend to any and all of these!  Is it not precisely why 
we need a synagogue in our lives--to create, enhance 
and sustain a loving, kind and authentic community?

2) Increase adult education, art, cultural, and social 
action events of Mishkan that further enrich our 
lives, that allow us to make a difference in Tikkun 
Olam. The richness that we experience at Mishkan 
is astonishing already. This year, with increased 
participation by our membership and new members, 
this will grow substantially.

3) I am confident that our community will grow 
from last years membership of 203 households to 
a membership of at least 225 households. Please 
bring new prospective members to experience our 
unique community! At that size Mishkan will reach 
the economy of scale to 1) increase our economic 
vitality, 2) increase the wages of our staff and hire 
additional crucial staff and 3) assure our financial 
strength and capacity to impact the community as an 
institution. 

The Year We Enter Into

What a wonderful blessing that we were able to 
be together safely, in freedom, for a time of prayer, 
gratitude and reflection; A time for learning, social-
izing and connecting, both inwardly and outwardly, 
individually and together in the sacred journey we 
share--Reconstructing Jewish practices that resonate 
with authenticity and relevance. 

We, here now, are the living, thinking and feeling 
holders of our sacred Jewish lineage. How will we 
Reconstruct it at Mishkan Shalom, and leave our 
piece of it as a force for personal and social transfor-
mation, a force for healing one another and our rela-
tionship with the sacred living planet, in better shape 
than we received this sacred lineage from those who 
came before us?

The year upon us promises to be one of the best for 
Mishkan! We, together in this sacred journey of Life, 
are leaving a year of many achievements. We enter 
a year with the engine running strong, with clear 
purposes as a progressive, inclusive, soulful, authentic, 
enjoyable community making positive differences in 
each others lives, the community and beyond. Some 
of the past year’s highlights include:

• Installation of Rabbi Shawn Israel Zevit, who 
brought a torrent of wisdom, loving kindness, 
managerial talents and so much more into our 
community
• A renewed and expanded engagement with 
Rabbi Yael Levy, nationally recognized leader 
of a more mindful, meditative approach to 
Jewish prayer and care of the soul. We are also 
celebrating year 20 with Rabbi Yael!!
• Reinvigorating Shabbat services that are 
authentic, participatory [fun?!] and nourishing to 
the soul--Come see for yourself!
• Hiring two RRC student Rebbe’s 
• Refinancing the Mishkan Shalom Mortgage, 
saving $40,000/year
• 50 new households in 5774 growing again 
to beyond 200 households, and vastly improving 
our finances.
• Expanding Tikkun Olam activities including 

by David PiverPresident’s Letter

(continued on page 11 ) 
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May we find the capacity to give our time to 
what we most love and value and 
may we notice (with kindness and 

compassion) when we make ourselves so 
busy we don’t have time for what we know 

is important. 

May we be patient with ourselves
 and each other.  

And may we find ways to deepen our 
commitment to Shabbat, remembering this is 
a treasure of our tradition that guides us in 

caring for ourselves, our community and our 
planet.  

May we continue to be present for each 
other as we pass through sorrows and 

joys, mourning and celebrations.  May we 
appreciate each other’s gifts and call forth 

each other’s goodness.

In so much appreciation for the roads we have 
traveled and looking forward to being together to 
meet what this New Year will bring.

Much love and blessing.
Shalom, 
Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends, 

Blessings to all, as we step into the fullness of 5775.  
May we be guided by teachings that this New Year 
brings forth.

May we hear 5775’s call to release 
ourselves from the burdens that we have 
been carrying on our hearts and souls.  

May we find release and relief from physical, 
emotional and psychic habits that are not 

healthy or sustaining.   

May we find ways to release and transform 
thought patterns that keep us from engaging 

fully in life. 

May we be able to let go of these burdens 
so the energy that they demand can be used 
instead for creativity, connection and love.

May we realign ourselves with the 
preciousness of time, making a commitment 
to pause, to stop, each day, each week.  To 
pause so we can appreciate' the beauty, 

notice the wonders and be present to what 
life is offering and asking of us. 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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prayer singing is fun and fits with what they have 
learned. But the Torah discussions are often beyond 
them. Our Rabbinic Intern, Julie Benioff, will come 
and take the children out of the services during 
the Torah section of the service. She will do age 
appropriate activities about the Torah portion with 
the children. This should make all the morning more 
relevant to our children. November 1 and December 
13 will be our next two Family Service days. 

We work to integrate our learnings through our 
sharing at our twice a month assemblies. Each 
month, the whole school gathers once a month to 
learn, sing, pray and share together ideas they have 
learned. Once a month we divide into two groups 
by age to pray together and sing together and learn 
together.  At every assembly, a class takes a lead in 
something that they have done. The younger children 
may show work that they have finished. The older 
ones demonstrate projects they have worked on and 
take leadership of prayers they have learned. Every-
one is invited to come at 11:30 a.m. on November 9 
to see one of these assemblies.

Finally we integrate learning into doing for our 
Tikkun Olam projects. Our afterschool group that 
meets one Sunday a month will be gathering gently 
used winter coats to give to people who need them. 
Please think of joining this effort by leaving the coats 
on the front desk of my office on the second floor.

This is a month of Thanksgiving. Please know that I 
am always grateful to be part of this wonderful com-
munity of school and synagogue.

Have a wonderful month,
Rivka Jarosh, 
Education Director

Dear All,

The fall holidays are over. We decorated and sat in 
the Sukkah. We sang and danced at Simhat Torah. 
Now we settle down to teach our curriculum 
without interruption. Teaching and doing is part of 
our approach to education.

Our faculty is a well-educated, concerned group 
of teachers. When we get together for meetings, 
substantive issues are discussed. At one meeting we 
talked about how we approached God. We shared 
personally about how we feel and we talked about 
how we teach on the subject.  We have discovered 
that many of our community feel uncomfortable 
with the idea of God in the traditional sense but feel 
better about using other words like Spirit of the Uni-
verse, the Mystery and other terms that describe the 
feelings of a power within that moves them.  We all 
have decided to look at our approaches to teaching 
such spiritual ideas and see how to most effectively 
raise it to our students.  We are also thinking about 
ways to approach spiritual ideas with the non-god 
believers.  Discussions will continue. Any feedback 
the reader would like to give to our approaches 
to this topic would be gratefully received by me at 
rivka@mishkan.org.

We continue to integrate our students into the re-
ligious life of the synagogue community.  Every class 
this year will be expected to come to two services 
to lead prayers. This puts our prayer learning into a 
context that makes sense. It will also be a great way 
for our students to meet other adults within the 
community. We are hoping that more families will 
feel like they are part of the bigger synagogue com-
munity by coming more regularly. 

In addition, we have added Family Services to one 
service a month. For our younger students, the 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School

mailto:rivka@mishkan.org


6

He’s still trying 
to make sense of 
other aspects of 
the parasha—for 
instance, why 
Abraham, so bent 
on bartering with 
God over the fate 
of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, doesn’t 
argue when God 
demands that he 
sacrifice Isaac, or 
when Sarah wants 

Hagar and Ishmael exiled. That made Bruno wonder 
about Abraham’s true character: “Who is this guy? 
I’m trying to make sense of him being so loyal.”

In addition to puzzling over his parasha, Bruno is 
sharing his love of music through his tikkun olam 
project: to play piano in various nursing homes and 
senior centers in the area. “I had done that once 
before, and people really liked it,” he says. For older 
audiences, he chooses a classical repertoire, along 
with popular pieces like “Edelweiss” and “What a 
Wonderful World.” Such concerts do not make him 
nervous. “I’m afraid of auditions, with one person sit-
ting there, judging me, but if there’s a whole group of 
people I don’t know, I’m fine.”

He’s looking forward to the service that will mark 
his coming-of-age as a member of Mishkan, a place 
he describes as “a Reconstructionist synagogue that 
allows all people from all walks of life to join and 
pray.”
   
“I don’t feel like I’m going to become an adult,” he 
says. “But I’ll have access to more things.  And I’ll get 
that cool nametag.” 

Bruno Fleischman Mayro
November 8

For Bruno, anything happening more than a year 
ahead seemed like the far distant future. So he didn’t 
think much about his bar mitzvah. Instead, Hebrew 
School was about dramatizing Biblical stories, asking 
real questions, having parties and eating pizza.

Though he’d attended Perelman Jewish Day School 
through third grade, Bruno forgot most of the He-
brew he’d learned there. “By sixth grade [at Mish-
kan], I was at the same level as everyone else. We 
didn’t speak much Hebrew, anyway; we talked about 
more relevant things.” 

The idea of a bar mitzvah became more tangible 
after attending his cousin’s service, though the high-
light of that event, for Bruno, was the video-game 
truck that arrived afterward. About a year ago, he 
began tutoring, bringing both his musical skills and 
his easygoing attitude to the task of learning to chant 
parasha Vayera (Gen. 18:1-22:24). 

“Trop is pretty hard but within my reach,” he says. 
“And if I get one trop wrong, no one’s even going to 
notice.” Still, he paid close enough attention to no-
tice something interesting about his Torah portion, 
which includes the birth of Isaac and the banishment 
of Hagar and Ishmael to the wilderness.

“There are two lines with the same trop,” he says. 
“One is about Isaac being born and Sarah laugh-
ing, and the other one is Sarah saying to Hagar that 
she needs to leave because Ishmael is treating Isaac 
badly.” The words used—“laughing” and “mocking”—
sound similar and share a root. “I thought there was 
a fine line [between laughter and teasing],” Bruno 
says. “Laughter can be used in different ways.”

by Anndee Hochman B’nai Mitzvah
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in the school. One 
day, a shortage of 
noontime aides 
meant students 
couldn’t have 
recess on the roof, 
which is Master-
man’s play yard.

Noah and his dad 
lobbied legislators 
in Harrisburg, and 
Noah wrote a let-
ter to the editor, 

published in a Harrisburg newspaper, urging lawmak-
ers to pass the $2-per-pack cigarette tax to help 
fund Philly schools. The tax eventually passed, but 
Noah was stunned by the vitriolic online comments 
his letter drew: some writers demonized public 
school parents, others criticized teachers and one, 
signed “Bored to Tearz,” questioned whether Noah’s 
letter was really written by a 7th-grader.

Despite the bare-bones budget, he loves Master-
man, a much bigger and more diverse pond than his 
25-student class at Greene Street Friends. He enjoys 
social studies and English, plays baseball and basket-
ball, and serves on student council.

Noah describes Mishkan as “a very cozy place, where 
you know people are going to say hi to you.” With 
just weeks left before he steps up to the bimah, he’s 
more curious than nervous. “I’m just imagining…
what it’s going to be like to actually have it.” He 
says these months of bar mitzvah preparation have 
changed him.

“I’ve learned that it’s hard to read Hebrew. It takes 
a lot of work to prepare for something this big. It 
makes me appreciate other people’s bar and bat 
mitzvahs—how much work it takes.

Noah Bradley
November 15 (minha) 

When Noah first learned the story of Jacob and 
Esau and their bitter brotherly rivalry, he thought 
he’d give the trick a try at home. At dinner, when his 
older brother Jacob asked him to pass a dish, Noah 
replied, “Sure. If you give me a million dollars.”

It didn’t work.

Now, Noah is pondering the brothers’ dynamic again 
as he prepares to become a bar mitzvah  and chant 
parashat Toledot (Gen. 25:19-28:9)—the same por-
tion his mother chanted at her own bat mitzvah.
 
“I identified with Jacob as the younger brother,” 
he says. “Everyone assumes Esau has everything, 
and then Jacob steals it from him.” He was struck 
by a lesser-known part of the parasha—“the part 
when Esau comes back, crying, wondering where his 
blessing is. There’s the line [to his father, Isaac], ‘Have 
you but one blessing for me?’ and Isaac thinks of a 
blessing.”

Noah’s been a Mishkan regular since kindergar-
ten; he remembers making Sh’ma pillowcases and 
constructing mini-sukkot out of marshmallows and 
pretzel sticks.

When he watched his brother prepare for his bar 
mitzvah two years ago, he thought the party-planning 
seemed like fun, but “the fact that you had to read 
Torah—that looked hard.” He took it line by line, 
and his musical background—he plays piano—helped 
him memorize the different trop phrases.

Meanwhile, Noah’s tikkun olam project plunged him 
into political advocacy. As a 7th-grader at Master-
man, he felt the pinch of district-wide budget cuts: a 
nurse on duty only part-time; reduced custodial staff 
resulting in frequent visitations of roaches and mice 

by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
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 In addition to our personal reasons for holding this 
belief, there are three primary reasons we hold in 
common:

1. We are all the children of immigrants and are 
alive today because of this country’s former policy 
of welcoming immigrants, as it says on the Statue 
of Liberty’s tablets, “Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” As 
American citizens, our teshuvah is to renew our 
commitment to this value, particularly because our 
nation’s foreign and economic policies have played 
such a large role in creating the need to immigrate. 
At present, due to the failure of Congress and Presi-
dent Obama to take action, we feel the only way to 
truly welcome immigrants is to draw attention to 
our unjust laws by offering sanctuary to those at risk 
of deportation.

2. We are heirs to the Jewish tradition, which makes 
showing kindness to the stranger the most fre-
quently repeated commandment in the entire Torah 
(the first five books of the Bible) and which forbids 
returning a runaway slave to the slave’s master (Dt. 
23:16). As Jews, our teshuvah is to renew our com-
mitment to the value of honoring strangers and 
showing them hospitality and refusing to force them 
to return to lives of danger and oppression. At pres-
ent, this requires offering sanctuary to immigrants 
facing deportation, who will otherwise suffer the 
severing of their family and community ties and be 
returned to homes where their lives, not to mention 
their livelihoods, are gravely threatened.
3. We are members of Mishkan Shalom, “Sanctuary of 
Peace,” which includes among its founders many who 
took part in the Sanctuary movement of Central 

As the New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia 
and immigrants’ rights organizations in a dozen cities 
nationwide announced that member congregations 
will defy the law by offering physical sanctuary to 
immigrants with final deportation orders, members 
of Mishkan Shalom signed the statement below to 
express our support for this bold move. It remains 
to be seen how exactly our community will sup-
port this effort. If you’d like to add your name to 
the statement or get more information, please 
contact Michael Ramberg, mvramberg@yahoo.com, 
215.432.4667.

STATEMENT OF 
MISHKAN MEMBERS IN SUPPORT 

OF SANCTUARY

(Please note—this is not the official position of 
Mishkan Shalom)

 
This evening at sundown we will mark the beginning 
of a new year in the Jewish calendar. In our tradition, 
what makes the new year truly new and what cre-
ates the possibility that it will be good, in the moral 
sense of that word, is our teshuvah, the renewal of 
our commitment to our most deeply held sacred 
values, the values which enable us to aspire to the 
claim that humans are created in the divine image, 
which we recall in particular on Rosh Hashanah, 
which is considered the anniversary of the creation 
of the world.

For us as individuals and members of Mishkan 
Shalom Synagogue, true teshuvah this year includes 
offering sanctuary to immigrants who have been 
ordered deported by our utterly broken and 
intolerably cruel immigration system.

Tikkun Olam

(continued next page) 

NSM Member Congregations Will Offer Physical Sanctuary.
How will Mishkan contribute?
By Michael Ramberg

mailto:mvramberg@yahoo.com


Future plans for the 
NEW JIM CROW 
STUDY/ACTION Group 
By Libby Harmon

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 23
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

JONDHI HARRELL, the Director of THE CENTER 
for RETURNING CITIZENS (TCRC) will be our 
featured speaker.  He will discuss the challenges 
that returning citizens face when they leave the 
prison system along with ways we can support this 
important work.

BEGINNING IN JANUARY, WE WILL 
MEET ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE 
MONTH, starting JANUARY 4.
Mark your calendars now so you can participate as 
much as possible.

After every meeting the planning team will meet for 
45 minutes to discuss/plan the next meeting; 
WE WELCOME OTHERS TO TAKE A MORE 
ACTIVE ROLE IN KEEPING THIS GROUP GOING.  

Since we do not have funding, we ask that everyone 
who is able, to make a financial donation each 
meeting; suggested donation is $5-$10.  (We will 
pass a basket each meeting.) This money is used 
to pay an honorarium to speakers and to make a 
donation for using the space at Mishkan.
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(continued from previous page)

American asylum seekers of the 1980s. According 
to our Statement of Principles, “We are committed 
to an ethic of mutual care and interdependence that 
overwhelms boundaries of class and geography.” As a 
founding congregation of the New Sanctuary Move-
ment (NSM) of Philadelphia, Mishkan has played an 
active role in the successful campaign to end ICE 
holds and accompanied a family facing deportation 
through their successful fight to stay together in this 
country. Once again, Mishkan will consider offering 
support and refuge to fellow human beings in need 
of safety in this country. As members of Mishkan 
Shalom, we believe that the practice of offering 
sanctuary to immigrants facing deportation would 
be the perfect fulfillment of our name, our principles 
and our involvement in NSM. As part of this sacred 
Mishkan community, our teshuvah means we will 
urge our fellow members to take action in support 
of sanctuary, as our congregation discerns its next 
steps in the forthcoming weeks.

L’shanah tovah / To a good new year!

Signed:

Irv Ackelsberg, Judi Bernstein-Baker, Gene Bishop, 
Joe Brenman, Shoshana Bricklin, Ron Fischman, 
Wendy Galson, Elissa Goldberg, Natalie Gorvine, 
Peter Handler, Lynne Iser, Steve Jones, Rhoda 
Kanevsky, Lance Laver, Brenda Lazin, Margaret 
Lenzi, Mordecai Liebling, Andrea Madden, Ali 
Michael, Arnold Murphy-Kendall, Vicki Murphy-
Kendall, Steve Perkiss, Michael Ramberg, Ilana 
Reisner, Stan Shapiro, Ellen Tichenor, Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit

 

Tikkun Olam
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Library
questions as well. I hope that 
many of you will be able to 
join us for a thought-provok-
ing, lively afternoon.” Now 
out in paperback and all 
formats, our Mishkan Library 
has two circulating copies...
please return them within 
three weeks of check-out 
so someone else can enjoy 
them!

May not finish the book in 
time? That’s OK! People have regularly enjoyed these 
discussions even if they haven’t been able to read the 
whole book. Also, Adam Blistein has provided us with 
a series of YouTube links relevant to issues raised in 
the novel. 

One Book, One Jewish Community:
Henna House, by Nomi Eve: 

Kick-off Event & Book Signing
Sunday, November 16
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Join others throughout the region 
as we read this stirring novel of 
a young woman and the rarely 
portrayed community of mid-
twentieth century Yemenite Jews: 
“…a rich, spirited, and sensuous 

tale of love, loss, betrayal, forgiveness, and the dyes 
that adorn the skin and pierce the heart.

Your Cooperation, Please! 
(and Thank you!)
As meetings and classes get into high gear, help 
us keep the Library in good order by removing all 
papers, etc. when you leave. Have books/media to 
donate? Our shelves are overflowing, so be sure to 
confirm we can use your item by contacting Eileen 
Levinson: levinsone@yahoo.com

by Sharon Rhode          

One Book Mishkan 
Kicks-Off 10th Season

Book Discussion: 
Guide for the Perplexed 

by Dara Horn

Sunday, November 9
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

“Intricate and suspenseful...full of jaw-dropping 
revelations and breathtaking reversals.

An elegant and brainy page-turner from a master 
storyteller.” -- Geraldine Brooks

We hope you’ll join us to discuss this fine novel. 
Natalie Gorvine will facilitate our discussion, and 
sends the following topics to consider in anticipation 
of our gathering:

	How the three major story lines within the 
novel are connected and interwoven

	The value of a Genizah
	The potential (for good and/or ill) of the 

kind of Genizah software Josie develops and 
similar technological possibilities 

	The ways in which the stories draw on the 
biblical story of Joseph

	 Sibling relationships in the stories within the 
novel

	How anything in the book might relate to 
Mishkan’s consideration of the Shmita year: 
e.g., what do we (as individuals, as families, 
as Jews, as members of other groups) keep, 
what do we discard, and how and why

	The importance of faith, reason and intelli-
gence to the characters in the novel

	How any of the above themes particularly 
relate to your own life

	Anything that surprises/disturbs/delights you 
or gives you new insights as you read

Natalie writes: “Depending on the interests of those 
in attendance, we certainly may not ‘cover’ all of the 
above. By all means, bring your own reflections and 

mailto:levinsone%40aol.com?subject=mailto%3A//levinsone%40aol.com
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Library
You-Tube Links Relevant to our 
Book Discussion of
A Guide for the Perplexed
Prepared by Adam Blistein

A Guide for the Perplexed is mainly a novel about a 
pair of sisters.  The younger sister is a brilliant com-
puter scientist, and the older, a much less successful 
administrator in the software company created by 
her sister and her sister’s husband. The younger sister 
has created a software program that she calls Geniza, 
the name of rooms in synagogues where worn-out 
Hebrew-language books and papers on religious topics 
(and often a surprising amount of other printed mate-
rial) are stored. The program is a phenomenally sophis-
ticated database that keeps track of all the information 
about an individual’s life.

Dara Horn weaves into the story of the sisters both 
the discovery of the material in the famous Cairo 
Geniza by Solomon Schechter in the 1890s and some 
incidents in the life of Maimonides in Egypt in the late 
12th Century CE. The Cairo Geniza material included 
letters by Maimonides, and he also wrote a book called 
A Guide for the Perplexed. The YouTube videos listed 
below provide some of the background to the histori-
cal sections of the book.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nu9rutSawBw
Dara Horn talks about her book at Politics and Prose, 
a bookstore in Washington, DC.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shHlMp6VbsA
Adina Hoffman and Peter Cole, authors of Sacred 
Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo 
Geniza, describe their book briefly (about 5 min-
utes). The Mishkan Library owns a copy of Sacred 
Trash.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65FO1In4PCk
Hoffman and Cole discuss their book at greater 
length (1 hour, 20 minutes) at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QfX6DhmIqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAKbsNNSooM
Lectures by Rabbi Mordechai Becher on the Geniza 
and on Maimonides. Each video is about an hour 
long. The slides Rabbi Becher shows in the first video 
aren’t easy to see, but the audio is good, and he’s an 
engaging lecturer.

The Library Committee would 
love to have you join us!

Looking for a way to get involved? We have a fine 
series shaping-up for our 10th One Book Mishkan 
and keep our collection in good shape for the use 
and enjoyment of the community. Write to us at 
library@mishkan.org to learn more or call Lillian 
Sigal, Chair, at (610) 642.2376. See you in the Library!

 We each have opportunities to step forward a little 
more deeply into the soul-nourishing life of the 
Mishkan. Let this be the year you step in and help.

Please consider making a generous, sustaining 
contribution to Mishkan this year! Mishkan has 
known many great years and yet, as I see it, the best 
years still lie ahead.

May it be a year of sweetness, health and abundant 
goodness. Shanah Tovah!  Much Love Always

 - David 

President’s Letter (continued from page 3)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nu9rutSawBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shHlMp6VbsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65FO1In4PCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QfX6DhmIqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAKbsNNSooM
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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(continued on next page)

On October 9, a hundred and thirty-five people 
gathered in Mishkan’s Sanctuary to hear Ali Abu 
Awwad tell his remarkable story and share his 
vision for peace in the Middle East.  

Awwad’s mother joined the PLO before he was 
born, so Ali, who is now 42 years old, was raised 
in a political household in the atmosphere of 
Israeli-Occupied Palestine. “If you live in such an 
environment, no matter Israeli or Palestinian, you 
don’t need a particular curriculum to learn to 
hate,” he said.  He participated in the first Intifada, 
was arrested and sentenced to 10 years in prison, 
then released after 4 when the Oslo Accords 
were signed.  

He left prison in full support of Oslo with a 
mission to help manage Palestinian security forces 
as Palestinian transitioned from revolution to 
citizenship. In this role, he arrested many young 
Palestinians “who did the same thing I did a 
year before.”  His people were trying to prove 
themselves worthy to the world, but gradually 
they became ashamed of the corruption in the 
PLO and with cooperating with the Occupation. 
Ali resigned his position. “I cannot support 
violence.  But I cannot be a traitor to my nation.”

During the second Intifada, as Ali was crossing 
a road between villages, a settler shooting at 
Palestinians from his car shot him in the knee.  
He sought adequate medical treatment in Saudi 

Arabia.  While there, 
news came that his 
beloved older brother 
Youssef had been killed 
by an IDF soldier at a 
checkpoint near their 
village.  The enormous 
grief and anger he 
experienced was “as 
big as a planet,” but he 
realized that no revenge 
could ever make up the 
loss of what had been 
taken from him.   He 

withdrew from politics and devoted himself to his 
brothers’ two children.  During that dark time, 
“There is no revenge,” he said, “but there is no 
peace.”

One day, in 2002, Israelis from the Bereaved 
Families Forum telephoned Ali’s mother for 
permission to visit, and it changed his life.  The 
only face of the Jewish nation he had ever known 
had been the Occupation. “Israelis were always 
in Palestine and they were not welcome,” he 
said. Here were Israelis who respectfully asked 
permission before coming.  They were parents 
who had lost children to the conflict and 
wanted to meet with Palestinian parents and 
family members who survived similar losses. He 
saw an Israeli person cry for the first time in 
his life.

Palestinian Peacemaker Asks:  Can’t You Be Pro-Solution?
By Ellen Tichenor
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(continued from previous page)

“It took Israel 30 years to show me their tears.  
If these people, who paid the highest price, can 
show their pain, then who can’t?”  They wanted 
not to deny their grief, but to use their shared 
pain to put an end to conditions that lead to 
such unbearable losses.  

Ali and his family joined the Bereaved 
Families Forum, partnering with Israelis and 
other Palestinians to spread their message 
of reconciliation and non-violence. The best 
revenge for his brother’s death, he says, is to 
reconcile with the enemy.  “The men who killed 
my brother wanted to bury my humanity along 
with my brother.  I don’t want to lose everything 
by losing my humanity and using my anger in a 
violent way.”  

Ali says he is “tired of the game of guilt and 
competition over suffering. Everybody is 
suffering.”  When he spoke to the House of 
Lords in London, they were literally divided into 
a Pro-Israel group and a Pro-Palestinian group 
and wouldn’t sit together.  “Can’t you be pro-
Solution?” he asked.  

His solutions are simple and courageous.  

Ali has met with members of Al Aqsa Martyr’s Bri-
gade in Jenin, with leaders of the Likkud Party, with 
Orthodox rabbis.  Eleven months ago, he approached 
settlers in Gush Etzion about establishing a Palestin-
ian Non-Violent Center.  In 

the midst of the Gaza war this summer, in joint 
observance of the 17th Day of Tammuz and the 18th 
Day of Ramadan, Palestinians and Israelis fasted 
together at a public crossroad, then broke bread 
with each other, many for the first time, at Awwad’s 
center, a small farm in the very heart of the Etzion 
bloc.  

“We cannot scare each other,” he says, because 
“people cannot see each other as human beings 
when they are afraid.  If you want to be right, it’s 
very easy. But to be honest, and to learn, it’s very 
difficult.”  His life is committed to honest dialogue 
and its power to turn enemies into human beings.

“We have to be ready for the price of peace.  Both 
sides have to give up something because the price of 
peace is much cheaper than the price of war.”

Rabbi’s Letter (continued from page 2)

to live but to do so with an open heart 
and a sense of your own limitations and 
that maybe the other person has some 
misgivings about you, too. And a sense 
that we really do need each other and 
need to love each other and act on that 
love…”

 Wishing you an inspiring Heshvan 
and a joyful Thanksgiving in the month ahead! 
I also look forward to reporting back to you 
about Simcha and my trip to Israel Novem-
ber 25-December 8!

B’Vrachah, Rabbi Shawn Zevit

(continued from page 2)
seek connections, is a sacred impulse that leads us 
from a life of despair to one of hope and wholeness- 
a life all people long for.  In the words of our own 
member, Steve Newman:  

In one of my favorite stories, Donald 
Barthelme’s “The School,” the class is 
afflicted by an absurd string of deaths-
-pets, parents, kids. And the anguished 
students ask the teacher, “Is death that 
which gives meaning to life?” And the 
teacher says “[N]o, life is that which 
gives meaning to life.” 
 But also that it is not enough merely 
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For All Teens: 
Havdalah Café and Open Mic
Saturday, November 9, 6:30 p.m.
By Jake Adler

In 8th to 12th grade? Got a hidden talent that you’d 
like to share with your peers in a relaxed envi-
ronment? Noar Hadash (Mishkan’s teen social 
group) will be having our first program of the year, 
a Havdalah Cafe and open mic, on Saturday, No-
vember 8, from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Our program 
will begin with Havdalah and continue with perfor-
mances, readings, and more from some of Mishkan’s 
most talented teens (including you)! Snacks will be 
provided.

Membership in the teen group is not required to at-
tend this program. If you’re interested in performing, 
or have further questions, please contact Mishkan’s 
Teen Program Coordinator,  Jake Adler, at jake@
mishkan.org.

An idea for the Shmita Year – 
Using Less Ink and Toner
By Jim Feldman

Here’s an easy way I have found to save money 
and use less ink or toner – go to www.ecofont.
com and download Ecofont ($24.95 for a lifetime 
license).  This software allows you to use up to 50% 
less printer ink or toner.  The website explains the 
product in this way:

Ecofont software saves ink and 
toner by leaving small holes in the 
letters. These holes are never visible 
on screen and on paper our brains 
ignore them. Besides saving on ink, 
Ecofont software saves paper by 
printing without unnecessary images, 
or by printing only a small selec-
tion from a long email conversation 
(richtext). With the extra savings op-
tions the total savings can increase 
up 50%.

The quality of the print is fine, but not quite as dark 
as with a regular font.  I don’t use it for documents 
that need a more professional look – but have saved 
a lot of ink using it to print drafts and documents for 
personal use. 

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor:  Eileen Levinson
Layout:  Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include: 
Jake Adler, Gene Bishop, Adam Blistein, Marcy Boroff, Jim Feldman, 

Libby Harman, Anndee Hochman, Rivka Jarosh, Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, 
Maria Paranzino, David Piver, Michael Ramberg, Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell, 

Karen Smith, Ellen Tichenor and Shawn Zevit

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:jake%40mishkan.org?subject=mailto%3A//jake%40mishkan.org
mailto:jake%40mishkan.org?subject=mailto%3A//jake%40mishkan.org
http://www.ecofont.com
http://www.ecofont.com
http://www.ecofont.com/en/help/ecofont/faq/0030.html
http://www.ecofont.com/en/help/ecofont/faq/0030.html
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Rose Rogul-11/6-Heshvan 13
 Mother of Jeff Gelles 

Margaret Forrester-11/7-Heshvan 14
 Sister of Anna Forrester 

Mary Morris Heiberger-11/8-Heshvan 15
 Wife of Richard Heiberger

Leo Michael Elison-11/10-Heshvan 17
 Father of Zea Piver 

Joan Scearce-11/11-Heshvan 18
 Mother of Marie Scearce 

Morton Bober-11/14-Heshvan 21
 Father of Gail Bober 

Jacob Goldberg-11/16-Heshvan 23
 Grandfather of Cindy Rosenthal 

Sadie Goldberg-11/16-Heshvan 23
 Grandmother of Cindy Rosenthal

Samuel Breitman-11/18-Heshvan 25
 Father of Barbara Breitman

Celestine Goldwyn-11/18-Heshvan 25
 Mother of Ron Goldwyn 

Morton Perkiss-11/18-Heshvan 25
 Father of Steve Perkiss

Daniel Quigley-11/18-Heshvan 25
 Father of Patricia Quigley

Beatrice Brown Berman-11/19-Heshvan 26
 Mother of Phyllis Berman 

Pauline Fisher-11/19-Heshvan 26
 Mother of Lillian Sigal 

Max Shapiro-11/19-Heshvan 26
 Father of Howard Shapiro

Min Kraff-11/21-Heshvan 28
 Mother of Sue Ellen Liebman 

Larry Schlossberg-11/21-Heshvan 28
 Father of Dina Schlossberg 

Daniel Asher Berman-11/22-Heshvan 29
 Brother of Phyllis Berman 

Robert Lipshutz-11/22-Heshvan 29
 Father of Debbie Lipshutz 

Maurice Acker-11/23-Kislev 1
 Father of David Acker 

Rebecca (Rae) Bernstein-11/24-Kislev 2
 Mother of Judith Bernstein-Baker

Walter Weiss-11/25-Kislev 3
 Father of Ariel Weiss 

Marguerite Morris-11/27-Kislev 5
 Mother of Richard M. Heiberger 

Allen Stein-11/28-Kislev 6
 Father of Margot Stein

Sidney Gornstein-11/29-Kislev 7
 Father of Sharon Gornstein

Minnie Elwell-11/30-Kislev 8
 Mother of Stephen Elwell 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim

Mazel Tov

We extend a hearty mazel tov to Bruno Fleischman 
Mayro and Noah Bradley and their families on be-
coming b’nai mitvzah.  We send mazel tov to Stacey 
Meadows and Christoph Spath, and Peter Adels and 
Steven Winokur on the marriage of Sam Meadows 
Adels to Claire Briguglio. We welcome new member 
Jane Syzmanski and share in the joy of her birth with 
her parents, Sara Campbell-Szymanski and Frank 
Szymanski and grandparents, Cynthia Cline Campbell 
and John Campbell.

Condolences

We extend condolences to Steve Masters on the 
death of his mother, Benita Masters; to David Wald-
streicher on the death of his father, Joel Waldstreich-
er; to Mindy Fernandez-Sheinbaum on the death 
of her father Morris Sheinbaum; to Barrie Levin on 
the death of her wife,  Pat Lynn; and to Rosalind 
Spigel on the death of her father, Herman Spigel.  As 
a community we mourn together the loss of Ron 
Fischman.  May Steve, David, Mindy, Barrie, Rosalind 
and their families and the family of Ron Fischman 
be comforted among all the mourners of Zion and 
all humanity and may the memories of Benita, Joel, 
Morris, Pat, Herman and Ron be for a blessing.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members   Robin Ber-
enholz , Bernice Bricklin, Jean Brody/Louis Schwartz, 
Wendy Caplin, Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue 
Jacobs, Jay Kravitz , Denise Kulp, Robin Leidner, and 
Aryeh Stein Azen.

We are keeping Evelyn Bishop, mother of Gene 
Bishop, Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana 
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit),  Arnold 
Schein (father of Susan Schein), Sarah Bradley 

(mother of David Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of 
Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie 
& Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-
law of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), and Julie 
Post (sister of Nancy Post in our prayers as well. May 
they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
.learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM
 
If you have life circumstances that would be helped 
by short-term support and/or help with concrete 
tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal 
at ActsofCaring@Mishkan.org or please phone 
Sharon at 610.574.1705 or 610. 649. 0274. We 
will reach out to the community and coordinate 
help with needs such as transportation to doctor 
appointments, meals, errands, as well as visits. 

Got Nachas? 

Sharing your good news is a marvelous way to 
connect our community! Please don’t be shy - send 
all lifecycle events you would like to be posted 
to our email address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 
Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=mailto%3A//actsofcaring%40mishkan.org
mailto:ActsofCaring@Mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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“On Call” Shiva Volunteers 
Needed:

 The Acts of Caring Committee is seeking Mish-
kan members willing to be called when a family 
needs help with a shiva – primarily with set up 
and clean up; possibly serving as a point person 
for the family if they are getting calls about food 
needs, or feel overwhelmed.  

As this is a new outreach effort on our part, we 
will work with volunteers regarding the range of 
needs and our availability to provide them.  We 
recognize that shiva minyanim are widely geo-
graphically distributed and cannot be predicted 
far in advance.  If you are willing to be on an 
“on call” list and help our community with this 
important service, email Sharon Sigal at Sharon@
sharonsigal.com or Lisa Mervis, at lwm655@aol.
com, Hineni coordinators.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).

G'milut Hasadim Contributions

Life Cycle Fund
Marilyn Ackelsberg – IMO Ron and Benita Masters
Gene Bishop & Andy Stone – IMO Ron Fischman
Marcy Boroff & Maria Veneziano - IMO Ron Fischman
Lois Bruckner & Debbie Lipshutz - IMO Ron Fischman
Dan Filler - IMO Ron Fischman
Rebecca Jarosh & Craig Cohen - IMO Ron Fischman
David Piver - IMO Ron Fischman
Michael Ramberg & Allie Michael - IMO Ron Fischman
Abby Ruder & Ellen Tichenor - IMO Ron Fischman
Mitch Weiss & Kim Nichols – IHO Samantha’s 
Bat Mitzvah
Shawn & Simcha Zevit - IMO Ron Fischman

Mishkan-A-Thon
Andrew Soloway & Erica Eisenberg

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Andrea Madden & Larry Needleman – IHO Maria
Mitch Weiss & Kim Nichols

Sanctifying The Sanctuary
Abby Ruder & Ellen Tichenor

School 
Mitch Weiss & Kim Nichols

Yahrzeit Memorial
David Piver
Chiqui & Larry Somers

Yizkor Book
Andrea Belasco & Brock Roben
Ilana Reisner & Susxan Stehman
Chiqui & Larry Somers
Alan & Lisa Tuttle

mailto:Sharon@sharonsigal.com
mailto:Sharon@sharonsigal.com
mailto:lwm655@aol.com
mailto:lwm655@aol.com
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

Saturday, November 1, 10:00 a.m. – Lech 
Lecha – New Member Shabbat Service, with Rabbi 
Shawn.

Friday, November 7, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn.

Saturday, November 8 – Vayera – 9:00 a.m. – 
Tot Shabbat Service, with Rivka;  10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Bruno Fleischman Mayro 
will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.

Saturday, November 15, 10:00 a.m. – Hayai 
Sarah – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn; 
5:00 p.m. – Noah Bradley will be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah, with Rabbi Shawn.

Friday, November 21, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service.

Saturday, November 22 - Toledot – 9:00 a.m. 
– Tot Shabbat; 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Service, with 
Rabbi Yael.

Saturday, November 29, 10:00 a.m. – Vayetzei 
– A Way In Service, with Rabbi Yael.


