
Rabbi's Letter

Yeridah B’shveil Aliyah: Descending to Rise
by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

We begin the month of 
May traversing the Jewish 
months of Iyar and Sivan. The 
beginning of Sivan and the 
last days of May herald in 
Shavuot, which originated as 
an agricultural festival. It 
celebrates the bringing of the 
Bilkurim- the first fruits- and 
the first harvest in ancient and 
contemporary Israel.

In later centuries, when we 
were disconnected or exiled from lands where we had farmed, we 
transformed this idea and began to view the Torah as the first fruit-
spiritualizing the seven weeks of counting the Omer. Our sages claimed 
Shavuot as a time of revelation and receiving of Torah- and exploring Torah 
as our understanding of our truth evolved and evolves, can guide our lives.
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Rabbi Shawn with POWER, sitting in for justice at 
Center City Philadelphia Starbucks, April 16.

Explanation

You ask me why I talk so much about race
A song with one note
A book with one chapter
I remember the story of the preacher with one sermon
“Pastor, don’t you have another lesson?”
“I got plenty. I’ll give you the next one when you 
learn this one.”
I have other songs. I sing them all the time.
But they stick in my throat at the sight of a dead child
The sound of a slur
The cut of an eye.
I have other lessons.
I’ll give you the next one when you learn this one.
                                                                   April 20, 2018
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In Jewish mystical tradition, one of the 
understandings of how the soul grows and how 
true revelation or awakening can happen is through 
“Yerida b’sh’vil Aliyah” or “going down to rise.” 
This requires descending into the depths and the 
shadowy truth of life to ascend with well-rooted 
and actualized self-awareness. “When a person is 
destined to reach a higher level than their present, 
it is necessary for them to undergo a descent first.” 
(The Lubavitcher Rebbe)

On Thursday, April 12, two African-American men 
were filmed being arrested in a largely white area 
Center City Starbucks, after a manager called 911 
because they had not purchased anything and asked 
to use the bathroom within minutes of arriving. 
The descent into blatant racism in broad view, and 
the international uproar and collective response 
came quickly. A group of clergy leaders and staff of 
POWER, the faith-based justice organization we 
are members of, gathered to mount an interfaith, 
multi-racial response. We literally descended upon 
the store where the arrest had taken place and 
sat down. As we say, we were able to raise our 
voices high in a way that elevated our concerns and 
demands to Starbucks on a national level and our 
Mayor and Police Commissioner on a local level.

As I was quoted in a subsequent issue of the 
Cleveland Jewish news: “…this is an issue about our 
country at large, and some of the white supremacy 
and systemic racism built into the founding of 
the country... The incident itself was certainly 
egregious… and is a demonstration of some of the 
systemic issues that many people of color face in our 
country every day.”

Time will tell whether our current activism will 
become the weight on the arc of history that bends 
it further towards racial and economic justice. At the 
same time it is important here in our own Mishkan 
to have the courage and commitment to dive deep 
and explore the intersection of white privilege, 
socio-economics or class, and unconscious biases 
require our attention. This includes the commitment 
to greater consciousness in order to rise to the 
“higher level.”

What does it mean for those of us who are Jewish, 
or partnered with Jews, and are white to be allies? 
What is the experience like for those of us who 
identify as Jewish or are partnered with Jews and 
are not white or identify as bi-racial, multiracial or 
identify in other ways at Mishkan? What have we 
done well to create a welcoming community and 

(continued on page 16) 

Rabbi Ari Ascherman, Israeli human rights activist, will speak 
at Mishkan on Monday, May 7, 7:00 p.m.

Rabbi Arik Ascherman will be coming to Mishkan on 
the evening of Monday, May 7, starting at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Heschel-King Room.  Rabbi Ascherman is an 
American-born Israeli human rights activist, who 
co-founded and led Rabbis for Human Rights for 21 
years, and last year founded Torat Tzedek (Torah of 
Justice), a new Israeli human rights organization.  

Rabbi Ascherman will talk about the challenging, 
first-hand work he and his team are doing on the 
ground in Israel/Palestine.  You can see some of his 
recent writing in The Times of Israel (http://blogs.
timesofisrael.com/author/arik-ascherman/) and 
the Jerusalem Post (http://www.jpost.com/Author/
Arik-Ascherman).

Please join us (and feel free to invite others) for a 
thought- and soul-provoking discussion about a part 
of our world important to all of us.

Rabbi's Letter (continued from previous page)

https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Starbucks-Contrite-in-Meetings-With-Philadelphia-Officials-as-Outrage-Persists-Over-Arrest-of-Black-Men-at-Cafe-479915693.html
http://www.powerinterfaith.org
https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/national_news/former-shaker-heights-rabbi-on-front-line-of-starbucks-protest/article_55db0f28-43dd-11e8-87c1-cf274946e429.html
https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/national_news/former-shaker-heights-rabbi-on-front-line-of-starbucks-protest/article_55db0f28-43dd-11e8-87c1-cf274946e429.html
https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/being-jewish-and-owning-privilege/?utm_source=Leadership+Brief+Monthly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=680070cfb8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7ede530241-680070cfb8-60736425
https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/being-jewish-and-owning-privilege/?utm_source=Leadership+Brief+Monthly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=680070cfb8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7ede530241-680070cfb8-60736425
https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/being-jewish-and-owning-privilege/?utm_source=Leadership+Brief+Monthly+Newsletter&utm_campaign=680070cfb8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7ede530241-680070cfb8-60736425
http://congregationsinai.org/?sermons=running-downwind-my-jewish-waking-up-to-white-privilege
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/author/arik-ascherman/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/author/arik-ascherman/
http://www.jpost.com/Author/Arik-Ascherman
http://www.jpost.com/Author/Arik-Ascherman
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Dear Friends,

In the midst of the blossoming spring and long, light filled days, we step into the holy time of Shavuot.

Our sacred mythology relates that on this day our ancestors stood at Mt Sinai and experienced the Infinite 
Presence.  The mountain was aflame, thunder and lightening filled the sky, a shofar sounded deep within the earth. 
Then absolute silence filled all creation.

And standing there in that silence our ancestors heard ten utterances, ten utterances that filled their souls, 
fashioned their spirits and directed their hearts:

1. I am, I was, I will be.  I am the unfolding of all that is. I am constant transformation calling you forward to 
be.

2. You cannot arrest me in motion.  You cannot grasp or hold onto time.  Do not strive for certainty.  Do 
not seek permanence. 

3. Do not use a Divine name to make false promises.  Do not use sacred teachings to lift up a destructive 
path.

4. Rest, Stop, Pause. Be.  Honor creation.  Declare your freedom. Rest and allow others to rest as well.

5. Honor your parents. Honor your ancestors.  Honor those upon whose shoulders you stand.

6. Do not murder.

7. Do not betray.

8. Do not steal.

9. Do not use the power of words to hurt or destroy.

10. Feel the fullness of your life.  Don’t be led astray by comparing yourself to others. Don’t get lost in 
desiring what others have.  Be content, be fulfilled with what your life brings.       
          – Exodus 20:1-14

May this season reveal to us the presence of the 
Divine within all.  And may we be strengthened in our 
commitment to act with integrity, compassion and 
determination for the well being of all creation. 

Shalom,
Rabbi Yael

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In
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weekly visits to 
families housed 
by the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, 
doing art projects 
with children aged 
two to ten. “I didn’t 
know what to expect. 
Would [the kids] 
look different? Would 
they act different? But 
I learned how similar 
I am to them.”

The hardest part of 
bat mitzvah preparation, Zoë says, has been picking 
her way through the Torah verses. “It’s hard for me 
to focus on it. I want to ask, ‘Why am I dong this? 
Why am I reading Hebrew?’ I want to do something 
that means something, that shows who I am.”

She’s opted to use the Reconstructionist version of 
prayers including the aliyah blessing, which replaces 
the traditional “chosen from among all people” with 
language that emphasizes Jews’ closeness to God 
through “avodah,” a word that means work, worship 
and service. “I think everyone is equal,” Zoë explains. 
“I don’t think we’re a higher stance than everybody 
else.”

At Cedarbrook Middle School, Zoë loves social 
studies—“learning about different cultures and 
seeing how alike and different we are.” Outside of 
school, she can be found dangling upside-down at 
the Philadelphia School of Circus Arts, where she 
practices trapeze, silks and sling. She describes aerial 
work as “like yoga, but more extreme. You’re still in 
pain, but it’s relaxing. It feels good physically, but also 
mentally.”
She’s looking forward to sharing her d’var Torah, 
honoring family members, teachers and friends, 
including her “Philadelphia grandmother,” Carol 
Towarnicky, throughout her service…and being 
pelted with candy at the end.

The best part of preparing for her Bat Mitzvah has 
been the chance to ask more questions. “Every time 
that happens,” she says, “I learn something new about 
myself and what I believe.”

Zoë Sherman
May 5 (Minha)

For Zoë, becoming a Bat Mitzvah wasn’t a choice. 
But she would have chosen it anyway. 
  
“I knew in pre-school that I was going to have 
one,” she says. “I’ve been going to Jewish day camp 
for eight years, and my mom [Erin Hirsh, former 
Mishkan education director] is a rabbi. I’ve grown up 
with a whole lot of Jewishness.”

Zoë attended JQuest, a Hebrew School run jointly 
by Conservative congregations Beth Sholom and 
Adath Jeshurun and Reform Congregation Keneseth 
Israel, where her Bat Mitzvah will take place. She 
remembers challenging religious schoolteachers 
when their ideas ran counter to her own logic.

“Like my mom, I’m a Reconstructionist,” Zoë says. “I 
would question what didn’t make sense to me. Like 
the burning bush: how was the bush doing that? I 
think of God as a self-conscience, so maybe Moses 
heard God in his heart. I still question people a lot. I 
look at things other ways, not always the traditional 
way.”

About nine months ago, Zoë began working with 
a village of mentors and teachers: Rabbis Jeff 
Eisenstat and Sarah Messinger will lead the service, 
while others are helping her learn prayers and her 
parasha, Bechukotai (Lev. 26:3-27:34).

“It’s about Moses going up to Mt. Sinai again; God 
tells him that every seven years all the Jews must 
not do anything to their plants, to let them grow and 
give the land a rest, and every 50 years, to let slaves 
go.”

 “I didn’t know that Jews had slaves. That was very 
confusing—that we were slave-owners after we 
went through Egypt.” Conversations with Messinger 
revolved around the “I/thou” and “I/it” relationships. 
“Having slaves is the ultimate ‘I/it’ relationship,” Zoë 
explains. “We focused on what we learned from [the 
parasha]—about treating people like people and not 
as objects.”

For her tikkun olam project, Zoë has been making 

by Anndee HochmanB'nai Mitzvah
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by Sharon RhodeLibrary
One Book Mishkan Welcomes A Stellar Panel of 
Scholars and Activists to Discuss 
The First Love Story: Adam, Eve and Us
Sunday, May 6, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
by Bruce Feiler

We hope you’ll join us as we conclude our 13th annual One Book Mishkan program series, 
with a fine panel of Mishkan members and friends, steeped in scholarship, religious thought 
and activism in both religious and political spheres.

In The First Love Story: Adam, Eve, and Us, author Bruce Feiler argues that the story of Adam & Eve is as much 
about romantic love as about sin, offering examples from art, literature, drama, religion and science. If one of the 
most well-known stories of all time is actually about introducing the idea of love into the world, what might this 
signify about the Bible or modern religious practice?

Our panelists will discuss how each approaches the interpretation of biblical stories and, specifically, their view of 
the role the Adam and Eve story in Genesis plays today. Do they believe the characters in the story represent us? 
Author Bruce Feiler emphasizes love, sensuality and family in his interpretation of this portion of Genesis; do our 
panelists agree with that emphasis? Are there similar themes in other origin stories?

A Q & A and open discussion will follow, over refreshments at our closing reception. Please join us,  even if you 
haven't read the book! We look forward to seeing you there.

About Our Panelists
Reverend Hal Taussig is a post-modern 
theologian. A Professor of 
New Testament and Early 
Christianity, he has taught 
at the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College since 
1992, and recently retired 
from the United Methodist 
pastorate and the Union 
Theological Seminary 
in New York, where he was Professor of New 
Testament. He is Co-chair of the Westar Institute’s 
national Christianity Seminar.

Among the most recent of his 14 published 
books are: A New New Testament: A Bible for the 
21st Century Combining Traditional and Newly 
Discovered Texts and A New Spiritual Home: 
Progressive Christianity at the Grass Roots.

Dr. Elsie Stern, Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College, currently focuses her scholarship on the 
transmission and reception of biblical texts in 

early Jewish settings. In addition to her academic 
teaching and research, she has taught 
widely in both formal and informal 
settings in the U.S. and abroad. She is 
particularly interested in the ways in 
which the Torah that is transmitted by 
rabbis and teachers, and received by 
Jewish audiences, is, and always has 
been, far more expansive and variegated than the 
written texts themselves.

She is the author of From Rebuke to Consolation: 
Bible, Exegesis and Ritual in the Literature of 
the Tisha b’Av Season and is, among others, a 
contributor to the Jewish Study Bible and the 
Women’s Torah Commentary. Most 
recently, she served as co-editor 
for the Dictionary of the Bible and 
Ancient Media.

Kohenet (Hebrew Priestess) 
Shoshana Bricklin is a lawyer, 
“political priestess” and creator of 
new Haftarah portions integrating Hebrew and 

(continued on page 12)



by David Calloway
(The author wishes to thank Anndee Hochman for her 
assistance with this article!)

This year Mishkan Shalom will again honor three long-
time members of the Mishkan Shalom community 
with the Yad L’Yad, an award given to recognize 
those whose contributions and service to Mishkan 
Shalom have helped to make our community stronger, 
more vibrant and a better place. While often these 
accomplishments and service fly beneath the radar, 
they are so important to our community. 

This year, we are pleased to recognize long-time, long-
serving members Gene Bishop, Doron Henkin, and 
Elissa Goldberg. Gene expresses her caring as half of 
the Acts of Caring Committee with Ariel Weiss, past 
Chair of the Membership Committee, and frequent 
contributor to Kol Shalom. Doron, as past Treasurer 
and long-time financial guru, has labored to make, and 

keep, Mishkan financially sustainable and economically 
fair. Elissa keeps Mishkan beautiful with the Site 
Stewards Committee, and enriches the Spiritual Life 
Council, which she used to co-chair. 

The award, Yad L’Yad (“hand-to-hand”), is named for 
the image of hands grasping hands that adorns our 
first ark. Long-time Mishkan member and ceramic 
tile artist Karen Singer created this original tilework, 
and her husband Peter Handler create the ark itself, 
which is now in our Chapel. Outside of the Chapel is 
a plaque listing the names of our past honorees.

The celebration will occur as part of our Friday night 
services on May 4 at 7:30 p.m., following a Community 
Potluck and Tot Group at 5:45 p.m.  Please join 
us in showing our appreciation for the invaluable 
contributions made to our community by Gene, 
Doron, and Elissa.

6

Join Us in Honoring 
Gene Bishop, Doron Henkin and Elissa Goldberg

at Mishkan Shalom's Yad L’Yad Awards
Friday, May 5, 7:30 p.m.

Gene Bishop 
A key word in Gene Bishop’s vocabulary is 
Community, showing up constantly in her 
conversation. A less-used word, but clear from 
her life and priorities, is Activism, demonstrated 
in her personal life, her work as an MD, and her 
commitment to Mishkan Shalom. Now retired, Gene 
campaigns on behalf of universal and single payer 
health care, and volunteers providing health care for 
undocumented persons.    

Gene was raised a traditional Reform Jew, on Long 
Island. “It was not a religious home. We probably 
planted trees in Israel, that sort of thing.” Although 
neither parent was particularly religious, her father 
set the tone for her eventual spiritual home at 
Mishkan: “He always said he just wanted to be a 
messenger of Tikkun Olam on earth.”
Gene has been with husband Andy since 1974. Andy, 

“the spiritual 
seeker in 
the family,” 
had said he 
would join any 
synagogue she 
could consider. 
Their friend 
Irv Ackelsberg 
invited the 
couple to a 
Yom Kippur service at Ridley Creek State Park. 
Rabbi Brian Walt spoke of the need to recognize 
the Palestinians, amid the problematic policies of the 
Israeli government. Knowing she “could never be part 
of a Jewish community that gave unequivocal support 
to the state of Israel,” Gene perked up. 

Gene was soon “happy to be part of a Jewish
community founded on Tikkun Olam,” with “the

(continued on next page)



 Gene  (continued from previous page) 

right combination of applying Jewish values to 
contemporary life, and participating in social action.” 

Of all the ways Gene has been active at Mishkan, 
she lists “two main official roles.” The first was as 
Chair of the Membership Committee with Brenda 
Lazin, and her present work with the Acts of Caring 
Committee. Gene says, “it’s been the perfect job for 
me—no committee meetings, no meetings at the 
synagogue, just getting to know people and building 
community.” 

For Gene, a key part of being in Mishkan has been 
building a community that would be there for her 
family when they need it. Although surprised to have 
Rabbi Brian ask her and Andy to give a fund-raising 
talk, she found words for “what I learned from Brian-
-how to build a community, and how to make things 
meaningful for people.” These lessons were also 
applied at her father’s unveiling. Her mother’s rabbi 
had left and the cantor was not available, so the 
couple led a small service at the unveiling without 
any clergy present. Rather than asking a rabbi that 
they did not know, Gene asked people in her 

community to speak at the service. Although initially 
reticent, they rose to the occasion and spoke. “It 
was so meaningful.” I learned that from Rabbi Brian.” 
Later, “It was very meaningful to…sit shiva for my 
father and Andy’s mother in our own community.” 

The commitment to community has helped Gene 
and Andy “stick with Mishkan through thick and 
thin—and there’s been some pretty thin.” While 
their participation has varied, after her open-heart 
surgery, she and Andy “didn’t have to cook or 
prepare a meal for a month….It’s very gratifying to 
be on both the giving and receiving end…we have to 
be there for each other.” 

Although retired, Gene is a founding and active 
member of Physicians for a National Health Program, 
promoting a Single Payer system. She volunteers in 
a number of ways including teaching Penn medical 
students and spending time at Puentes de Salud with 
undocumented persons. She’s also learning Spanish.
 
Daughter Sarah Sky Bishop-Stone, 36, was a 
Mishkan Bat Mitzvah in the pre-building days.  An 
independent curator, artist manager, and advocate, 
Sarah is also past Programming Director at Fringe 
Arts.
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Doron Henkin
Doron was born and raised in the DC area. His 
father was a reporter-turned Vietnam War-era 
Pentagon official. His mother fled Germany in 
1934, grew up in Palestine/Israel, and came to 
Washington to work in the Israeli Embassy. He and 
his two sisters grew up in a family of secular Jews, 
and neither he, his father, nor his Socialist-Zionist 
grandfather became Bar Mitzvah. 
 
Doron married Ina Shea in 1981. Twin boys Daniel 
and Gilead and daughter Hannah were all Mishkan 
b’nai mitzvot. Dan is an environmental engineer 
for the City of Philadelphia and Gil is a PhD 
candidate Biology and Physics at the University of 
Central London. Hannah, having graduated from 
the University of Michigan, co-captained the USA 
Women’s Ultimate Frisbee Team to victory in 
Australia, where Doron joined her to watch and 
cheer. 

In 1991 
Doron read 
a “bashert” 
(fortuitous) 
article in 
the Inquirer/
Daily News 
about a place 
in “borrowed 
space in a 
Friends school 
in Havertown, 
that didn’t 
require tickets for High Holy days.” He found in 
Mishkan “the same spiritual joy I felt from Christian 
shapenote music, a place that welcomed interfaith 
couples, supported the rights and well-being of all 
the people of the Middle East, and where Hebrew is 
used well and often.” Joining in 1992, the family dove 
into religious school, retreats, and events.

(continued on next page) 
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Elissa Goldberg
Asked how she feels about being honored, Elissa 
Goldberg replies, “I feel honored, and wonder if I 
even deserve this. I feel very humbled by this honor.”

Elissa finds her work with the Site Stewards 
Committee a “wonderful way to bring adults and 
kids together, to work outside and create beauty and 
meaning.The kids have fun and make memories. They 
enjoy seeing how the outdoors changes specifically 
because of their work.”  

For a few years, 
working with Rabbi 
Brian Walt, Elissa and 
Anndee were co-
chairs of the Spiritual 
Life Committee. Now 
called the Spiritual Life 
Council, she is again a 
member. 

Elissa gave a Yizkor talk in 2009 after her father died, 
and again in 2015, with Anndee, after Anndee’s father 

(continued on next page)

Doron  (continued from previous page) 

Coming from a family of non-attenders, Doron says, 
“It took Mishkan and Reconstructionism for us to 
learn that we were believers.” Guided by Rabbi 
Yael, Doron’s own Bar Mitzvah at age 41 included 
original music and country-line dancing. This led 
to the “great joy” of learning and finding “the 
incredible power in holding the yad and chanting 
from the thousands of year old scroll.” Doron 
credits Mishkan folks, especially past President Rod 
MacNeil, with helping him see, within and beyond 
the community, that love wins, with many ways to 
experience and express that love.

Doron worked with Mishkan leadership in the 
seemingly endless task of financing the new Freeland 
Avenue building, through several initial rewrites, and 
again a few years ago, each time greatly reducing 
the cost of carrying the building loans. He served 
as Treasurer with both Rabbi Linda Holtzman and 
Rabbi Shawn Zevit. He expanded his banking focus 
to include teaming with others on rentals, dues, 
building ownership, and more. Refinancing Mishkan’s 
bank debt saved around $40,000 a year, and building 
rental income rose greatly. 

Being “idealistic and a bit crazy” Doron’s team 
“created a dues structure more radically aligned 
with its original vision, a voluntary system of giving 
with community-wide consent and vision.” The 
financial improvements also helped Mishkan become 
“a stable and growing community of involved and 
engaged members.” Doron has enjoyed presenting 
the frequent fiscal updates and forecasts as 
transparently as possible, and recently saw a dream-
come-true: 100% occupancy and frequent rentals, 

balancing 
increased 
expenses and 
improvements. 
Doron credits 
Ellen Steiker, 
our current 
Treasurer, 
for sharing 
leadership in 
many of the fiscal improvements. 

Doron and husband Victor recently returned from 
their delayed honeymoon, an extended food-and-
travel festival in Europe. Doron calls Victor “deeply
spiritual, kind, funny and caring.” A chef specializing 
in desserts, after non-profit careers that included
20 years working in HIV-AIDS-impacted Asian 
communities, Victor reminds Doron “all the time 
that we have to live joyfully and openly in honor of 
all of our friends and colleagues who died.”  

Partners for more than 10 years, they were inspired 
to marry while rallying outside the Supreme Court 
during oral arguments on California’s Proposition 
8 case, and the landmark Edith Windsor case. Their 
photograph kissing on the Supreme Court steps 
went viral throughout Latin America and parts of 
Europe. They married in Maryland, an early adopter 
of same-sex marriage. 

About a year later, “thanks to the hard work of 
lawyers (shout outs to Mishkaners Abbe Fletman 
and Seth Kreimer) and judges, we were suddenly 
married at home as well,” in a ceremony mixing 
Philippine and Jewish traditions, along with a 
shapenote song and the priestly blessing.
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Elissa  (continued from previous page) 

and Elissa’s mother had died three weeks apart. 
Elissa wrote this in Kol Shalom: 

Ice turned to mud. Early, brave crocuses pushed 
their way through cold ground. Tree limbs fell during 
thunderstorms in Philadelphia. Tree limbs fell from 
the weight of spring snow in Denver. We buried 
Stan and Judy 23 days apart in two different cities. 
We cried and laughed and told stories. We plated 
cookies, washed coffee cups, readied the house for 
more visitors.

Warm summer months loosened our shoulders and 
relaxed our traveling schedules, but also 
revealed all of our brokenness. Stan was not 
grilling salmon at the shore, Judy no longer sitting 
at her loom or answering her phone. Anndee 
took to reciting the Kaddish on the back deck in 
the mornings.  My time is at night, right when I 
would have been talking with my mom about our 
respective days.  

Now, the rains have returned, and the air is cooler.  
We eat sweet challah with raisins that are buried, 
like memories, popping up at odd times.  I miss 
Stan’s gruff voice and the way he would show up at 
our house with four bags of groceries, not because 
we’d asked him, but because he saw these beautiful 
berries in the store and who doesn’t need another 
bottle of olive oil?  I miss my mom.  I miss talking 
with her, the way her voice would be parched in the 
evenings.  I miss her eyes and her soft hands.

Elissa and Anndee love the food/social aspects of 
Mishkan, having hosted a few Village Shabbats. “It’s 
a great way to spend time with people and get to 
know them. Plus, Mishkaners are really good cooks. 
That’s also fun. Elissa and Anndee “love to cook 
together.”  Their recent “Let it Rise: Challah Baking” 
classes, drew capacity crowds. 

Elissa grew up in Denver, went to college in 
Washington state, and lived in Portland for about 15 
years, where she met Anndee. They joined Mishkan 
Shalom while Elissa was in grad school at Bryn Mawr. 
Then, back on the west coast for a few years, they 
maintained their membership, returning to Philly in 
1999. They then threw themselves into Mishkan life.

Daughter Sasha is 17, a junior at Central, and a 
“great kid.” In 2002, “We had her in a backpack when 
we marched from Chestnut Hill United Methodist 
Church to the new building, and she danced with 
us when we got there.” Sasha was Bat Mitzvah at 
Mishkan in 2014.

Elissa is the Program Director of Drexel College 
of Medicine’s Office of Community Experience, and 
co-directs a course that focuses on non-biological 
factors that influence patients’ health including 
neighborhood, violence, poverty, education or lack 
of it. She sends medical students to community sites, 
including the CB Community School, a connection 
made through our shared space.  Of her work, she 
says, “It’s challenging, and meaningful.”  
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Weekend in the Woods

REGISTER NOW for our 
Wonderful Retreat Weekend: 
June 8, 9, 10

2018 Retreat at 2017 Prices! 
Private rooms going fast!
50% deposit due by May 11 
(refundable before May 19)
Final payments due by May 25
by Sharon Rhode

In just about six weeks, those who’ve learned 
Mishkan’s ‘best-kept secret’ will set aside their 
cares, throw a few things in their cars and head for 
our little corner of summer delight. Camp Havaya 
(same camp, new name), has all we need – comfy 
lodging, yummy meals, great facilities – with all 
the green and quiet you could ask for. Then, of 
course, as old friends (and new) gather, birdsong 
and the rustle of leaves are joined by sounds of 
contentment…laughter and singing, prayer and 
schmoozing, the splashing of water, the crackle of 
campfires.

Don’t miss out on this truly wonderful weekend 
in the lush and lovely Pocono Mountains. We’ll 
gather to celebrate Shabbat; play sports, take 
walks, go biking and hiking; do crafts in the open 
air – including old-favorites beading and tie-dye; 
swim in the new heated pool and small lake (with 
canoes, kayaks and paddle boats). Night-times 
light-up with campfires, a bar-b-que, the excellent 
Night Hike, the wide-open sky for star-gazing, the 
“Best Talent Show in the Whole Poconos” and the 
glow of Havdalah. Best of all, you get to enjoy any, 
all, little or none of the above…it’s completely up 
to you!

Everyone’s Welcome:
Members and Friends: Old-timers, First-
timers and the ‘Mishkan-Curious’
Our Weekend in the Woods welcomes all 
members of Mishkan Shalom, their family and 
friends, with a special welcome to folks who’d

like to get to know our community better. And 
there’s something for everyone, babies to seniors; 
singles, couples and families. If you’d like to come, 
but cost is an issue, please let us know…we 
want everybody to be able to participate. If you 
need a ride, let us know and we can help make 
arrangements.

Design Your Perfect Weekend
Prefer to share a cabin or have a private room in 
the lodge? Private or shared bath? Whole weekend 
or just an overnight? Roommate preference? Let 
us know what you want and we’ll do our level 
best to accommodate your preferences. Requests 
are filled on a first-come-first-served basis, so be 
sure to register ASAP! And remember, even if you 
pay online, your completed Registration Form is 
needed to secure your housing choice!

Reasonable and Flexible Pricing
Reasonably priced for everyone, there’s a price cap 
for a family of four for Mishkan members. You can 
choose the full- or partial-weekend option, with 
choice of lodging. Included are full meals with fresh 
fruit, healthy snacks, water and drinks always on-
hand, and a great range of programs and activities 
with all supplies provided. If cost is an issue, please 
contact Karen Singer (see brochure):  We want 
everyone to be able to participate!
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Find Everything You Need on our 
Weekend in the Woods Webpage
For complete details – including options for 
completing and submitting your Registration 
Form and payment – plus comments from past 
‘retreatniks’ and last year’s program schedule, 
just visit our website homepage (www.mishkan.
org) to link to our Weekend in the Woods page.

Got Questions? 
We’ve Got Answers!
Weekend in the Woods co-chairs Lisagail Zeitlin 
and Lisa Moss would be happy to talk to you 
or put you in touch with folks who love our 
Weekend in the Woods. Just email them at: 
weekendinthewoods@mishkan.org.

Summer’s coming and so is 

our amazing Weekend in the 

Woods! Can’t wait to 

see you in the Poconos! 

https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods-friday-june-8-sunday-june-10-2018
https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods-friday-june-8-sunday-june-10-2018
mailto:weekendinthewoods%40mishkan.org.%20?subject=
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Library (continued from page 5)

What shall we read next? 

It’s that time of year, once again, when 
we begin considering possibilities for 
our next One Book Mishkan selection. 
We invite your suggestions for books 
in any genre, of Jewish subject matter. 
Perhaps, as we enter our community’s 
30th year, together, there’s a title which 
would resonate with this moment in 
our history.


Have questions? Suggestions? We’d 
love to hear from you! Be in touch at: 
library@mishkan.org. 

English texts – from 
sources as diverse 
as Ezekiel, Shaul 
Tchernokovsky and 
Starhawk – with 
traditional chant, 
including the creation of 
original blessings for the 
Haftarah.

(continued on page 12) 
(continued from pg. 5)

Dr. Adam Blistein, 
Facilitator has 

degrees in classics from Haverford College and Yale 
University. Recently retired from a 35-year career in 
nonprofit academic organizations, he serves as Chair 
of Mishkan’s Library Committee.

Learn more about our panelists, our One 
Book, author Bruce Feiler and our Library: Visit our 
Library page at: https://mishkan.org/committee/
library-committee.

SPECIAL NOTE:  Of particular interest, Rev. Taussig 
will introduce several newly discovered documents 
from the second century C.E. that have fascinating 
drashim (commentaries) of Bereshit (Genesis) 
2-4. There are three different documents from the 
Nag Hamadi library that have received considerable 
attention in the last ten years. They suggest a genuine, 

and by-and-large mutual, love affair between Eve and 
Adam in the context of sexual violence against Eve 
by the “rulers” of the world (highly likely literary 
stand-ins for imperial Rome). Because this will be 
fairly new material for most, he will bring a one-page 
hand-out, along with a recent book on these drashim 
written by a former student of his.

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
mailto:library@mishkan.org
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee
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Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Acts of Caring

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  

HINENI--HERE I AM

If you could use a little help because of illness, 
or joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan 
member too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@
mishkan.org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers 
concrete support to members in need of short-
term help, including meals, visits, transportation, 
etc.  If you would like some help, but do not wish 
a public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.  Our Hineni 
coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.  

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell 

Mazel Tov

We offer a hearty mazel tov to Mic Lieberman-
Burak and Judah Weeks, who are both being 
confirmed this month.  

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Eilen 
Levinson, Ray Kaplan, Teya Sepinuck, Erica Eisenberg, 
Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Robin 
Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane 
Hinkle, Denise Kulp, Robin Leidner, Nathan Horwitz, 
Lior Feldman, and Natalie Gorvine.

We also send ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to all those Mishkan 
members in need of healing but who seek 
to remain private. 

We are keeping Carol Dombroski (mother of Brian 
Dombroski),  Natalie Caplin (mother of Wendy 
Caplin),  Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana 
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Sarah 
Rivka bat Elizabeth (mother of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), 
Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra 
Singer (sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle 
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of 
Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-
in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), Lorna 
Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), Edgar 
Galson (father of Wendy Galson and father-in-law 
and mother-in-law of Susan Windle),  and Julie Post 
and Joseph Post (sister and father of Nancy Post) 
and in our prayers as well. May they all experience a 
refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah Study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.

 
Friday, May 4 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service and Yad l’Yad Ceremony, with Rabbis Shawn and Yael

Saturday, May 5 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, May 12 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Monday, May 14 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh Sivan Celebration

Friday, May 18 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, May 19 – 10:00 p.m. – Shabbat Service, including Confirmation Class and Lodise/Lichtman Baby 
Naming, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire; 7:30 p.m. – Erev Shavuot with Pnai Or at Mishkan Shalom

Saturday, May 26 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Phyllis Berman and Claire

(continued from page 2)
where are our own unconscious biases still at play- 
even in the form of thinking we have done the work 
and are bias-free? What do we make of our evolving 
role in a majority white Christian society that did 
not see Jews as “white” until after the second 
world-war, and now fall into that category who are 
generally of Ashkenazi background or are white 
from other religious and cultural backgrounds?

Please reach out to me if you want to be actively 
part of the conversations as they unfold.

Here’s to this month ahead, and the revelations that 
are in store as we gather to honor our Yad l’Yad 
recipients, Friday, May 4th, and celebrate the Festival 
of Shavuot, Saturday, May 19 with P'nai Or here at 
Mishkan. May our courage and willingness to go 
down to meet our challenges and through the messy 
and precious process of life, rise to the possibilities 
of who we may yet become as a sacred community 
together, bear fruit and new Torah for us all. 

“We are not born free and equal, but we are born 
to become free and equal. It is the goal of all social 

Rabbi's Letter

endeavor to bring about equality in the inequality 
into which people are born. It is the goal of spiritual 
endeavor to make humanity free”.

– R. Mordecai M. Kaplan, 
Diary,  June 1915

https://www.amazon.com/Became-White-Folks-About-America/dp/081352590X
https://www.amazon.com/Became-White-Folks-About-America/dp/081352590X
https://mishkan.org/events/2018-05-04/kabbalat-shabbat-service-and-yad-l-yad-ceremony-wrabbi-shawn-and-rabbi-yael-honori
https://mishkan.org/events/2018-05-04/kabbalat-shabbat-service-and-yad-l-yad-ceremony-wrabbi-shawn-and-rabbi-yael-honori
https://mishkan.org/events/2018-05-19/erev-shavuot-with-pnai-or-at-mishkan-shalom
https://mishkan.org/events/2018-05-19/erev-shavuot-with-pnai-or-at-mishkan-shalom
https://mishkan.org/events/2018-05-19/erev-shavuot-with-pnai-or-at-mishkan-shalom

