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Invitation to the Ceremony: 

Join Us in Honoring Three Members of Our Community 
With Yad L’Yad Awards
Friday, May 12, 7:30 p.m.

Profiles by Anndee Hochman

This year Mishkan Shalom will again honor three long-time members 
of the Mishkan Shalom 
community with the Yad 
L’Yad, an award given to 
recognize those whose 
contributions and service 
to Mishkan Shalom have 
helped to make our community stronger, more vibrant and a better 
place. While often these accomplishments and service fly beneath the 
radar, they are so important to our community.  

This year, we are so pleased to recognize long-time, long-serving 
members Irv Ackelsberg, Sharon Parker and Nancy Post. 
Irv currently co-chairs our expanded fundraising and capital campaign 
committee; Sharon has been offering her support weekly in our office 
for years now and Nancy Post has had numerous leadership roles over 
the years and is currently involved with Makelat Micha’el- the Mishkan 
Shalom choir and our new Personnel Committee.

The award, Yad L’Yad (“hand-to-hand”), is named for the image created 
by long-time Mishkan member, and ceramic tile artist, Karen Singer 
of hands grasping hands, which adorns our first ark. The ark, with the 
original tilework, is now in our Chapel. Outside of the Chapel is a 
plaque listing the names of our past honorees.  

The celebration will occur as part of our Friday night services on 
May 12, beginning with a potluck at  5:45 p.m.  Please join us in 
showing our appreciation for the invaluable contributions made to 
our community by Irv, Sharon and Nancy.

Irv Ackelsberg

He didn’t plan to help start a synagogue. But during one indelible, 
sticky summer, Irv found himself among a group—Rabbi Brian Walt, 
some former members of Beth Israel in Media, some Mt. Airy and 
Germantown folks—hammering out a statement of principles for a 
place where spirit and activism could co-exist.

Irv was raised in a Conservative synagogue in North Jersey. Then he 
entered college, and “the world became much bigger than my little 
Jewish world in suburban New Jersey. I began to feel alienated a 
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by Rabbi Shawn ZevitLetter from the Rabbi

As Rabbi Emanuel Goldsmith, a student of Rabbi 
Mordechai Kaplan wrote in Reconstructionism 
Today, Spring 2002 Volume 9, Number 3: “For 
Reconstructionist Jews, the Torah is divine not in the sense 
that God dictated it to Moses, but in the sense that the 
Process by which our people discovered its laws, spun 
its narratives and authored its poetry is exactly what we 
mean by God. Even the ethical shortcomings of the Torah 
are a source of insight and instruction for us. In periods 
of religious introspection and exaltation, this spirit gives 
voice to those eternal ethical and spiritual insights in 
which we behold manifestations of a Power that is the 
ultimate source…”

Riding the wave of the seven weeks of counting the 
Omer, we will be “re-gathering around the foot of the 
mountain” again in collaboration with a number of 
our Reconstructionist and Northwest Philadelphia 
congregations at Germantown Jewish Center where 
we are celebrating Shavuot the evening of May 30.
As we open to whatever is revealed to us this 
month, remember that your particular voice and 
journey offers new insights to the Torah we have 
inherited. As Rabbi Lawrence Kushner writes in

(continued on page 16)

The Month of Revelation and 
Collective Self-Determination
and Release

By Rabbi Shawn Zevit

“The Torah was given in public, openly in a free place. For 
had the Torah been given in Eretz Yisrael, the Israelites 
could have said to the nations of the world, “You have no 
share in it.” But now that it was given in the wilderness 
publicly and openly in a place that is free for all, everyone 
who wishing to accept it could…Another reason: to avoid 
causing dissension among the tribes. Else one might have 
said, “In my territory the Torah was given…therefore the 
Torah was given in the desert, publicly and openly, in a 
place belonging to no one.” 

Mechilta de R. Ishmael (Ex. 19.2, 20.2)

“We are not born free and equal, but we are born 
to become free and equal. It is the goal of all social 
endeavor to bring about equality in the inequality into 
which people are born. It is the goal of spiritual endeavor 
to make humanity free”. 

R. Mordecai M. Kaplan, Diary, June 1915

We begin this Gregorian month traversing the 
Jewish months of Iyar and Sivan. The beginning 
of Sivan and the last days of May herald in 
Shavuot, which originated as an agricultural 
festival. It celebrates the beginning (the “first 
fruits”) of the wheat harvest in Israel, which 
continues throughout the summer and ends with 
Sukkot in the fall:

“On the day of the first fruits, your Feast of Shavuot, 
when you bring an offering of new grain to the Eternal, 
you shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall not work at 
your occupations” (Numbers 28). “Then you shall observe 
the Feast of Weeks for the Eternal your God, offering 
your freewill contribution according as the Eternal your 
God has blessed you. You shall rejoice before the Eternal 
your God” (Deuteronomy 16). 

In later centuries, when we were disconnected or 
driven from lands where we had farmed, and in 
times of exile, we transformed this idea and began 
to view the Torah itself as the Tree of Life and 
ongoingrevelation as first fruits and harvest.
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http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/shavuot-harvest-festival-torah
http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/shavuot-harvest-festival-torah
https://mishkan.org/shavuot-celebrate-our-feast-of-weeks
https://mishkan.org/shavuot-celebrate-our-feast-of-weeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iyar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sivan
https://mishkan.org/shavuot-celebrate-our-feast-of-weeks
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A Way In: Jewish Mindfulness by Rabbi Yael Levy

Dear Friends,

We are in the midst of the counting of the omer, the 49-day period that began on the second night of Passover and will 
culminate on Shavuot.

The practice during the omer is to stand each night and count the coming day with the intention of calling ourselves present 
to the moment and to the passage of time.  The mystics teach that each week and each day contain a specific spiritual quality, 
and as we focus on these qualities we bring healing to our minds, hearts and souls and to the souls of the world. 

As we continue to face and respond to the challenges presented by the president and his administration, spiritual practices 
can help sustain and guide us. Practices can help us stay connected to each other and to what we most love and value, and 
practices can give us the strength to act even as we don’t always see the results we long for.

Here is a guide for the spiritual qualities and practices for the second half of the omer. 

    Week 4 - The evening of May 2 through May 9 - Netzach: Vision, Eternity, Endurance
We call forth our capacity for vision and invite our imaginations to soar. 
We declare what we love and value and affirm that we “stand for”, rather than “we stand against.”
We remember that our actions have impact beyond what we can see or know.
We hear the call of our children’s, children’s, children’s and act for their benefit                                                                                                     
      to you the infinite one i lift my soul.  Psalm 25:1    

    Week 5 - The evening of May 9 through May 16 - Hod:  Gratitude, Presence
We sit in the present moment and give thanks.
We give thanks for the many, many gifts of life.  We give thanks for beauty, for abundance. We give thanks for 
   the messengers who take all forms and guide us on our journeys.
We take note of how gratitude feels in the body and how it expands our perspectives and lifts our spirits. 

            i give thanks with all my heart.    psalm 138:1 

    Week 6 - The evening of May 16 through May 23 - Yesod:  Foundation, Connection
We remember those who came before us, upon whose shoulders we stand.
We bring awareness to our connection to the earth, the animals and the cycles of the seasons.
We ask ourselves, what are the values, the ideals I seek to live by?
We offer our gifts for the benefit of all.

           may my prayers be rooted,  may they rise like incense,  may the offerings of my hands be received as a gift.        
                 psalm 141:2

    Week 7 - The evening of May 23 through May 30 - Malchut, Shechina:  Majesty, Divine Presence
Each of us, all of us are channels through which the Divine flows.
We are here to offer blessing.  We are here to be of service.
May we recognize the lights in ourselves and each other and may we shine these lights for the benefit of all.

           i lift my hands to do mitzvot, i lift my hands to love.  psalm 119:48

May the season of the omer bring us strength and courage.  May it help us see clearly and act wisely.  And may the words of 
our mouths, the love of our hearts and the work of our hands come together for healing, goodness, understanding, wellbeing 
and peace.

With love and blessing,
Rabbi Yael

For more on the 7 week -- 49 day mindfulness practice of counting the omer, including teachings and practices for each day 
go to the A Way In web page: https://www.awayin.org  

https://www.awayin.org
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by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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Dear All, 

As we finish off the school year, I think that we all 
can be proud of our school, faculty and students. 
We all had to adjust to changes in our space and 
we did so beautifully. Friendships grew when we 
banned student use of their cell phones and our 
teachers remained positive throughout the year. 
We welcomed new families and students who fully 
integrated themselves into our culture. 

We have a great staff! There were many days I would 
walk around and each class was humming with 
learning activities. I was very impressed with the 
depth of learning going on in our classrooms. Special 
notice goes to our newest teacher Jonathan, teacher 
in the Vav class. I really appreciate our teen aids 
and how they voluntarily come back to help in our 
school on Sunday mornings.

We hired Eliza Ruder to help discuss how we can 
integrate students with learning differences into 
our school. She read IEP’s and often advised me or 
teachers how to best help a child. 

We went on a trip to the Jewish Museum. I had 
practically every student and parent going. We were 
there too short a time, but students enjoyed learning 
in a new environment.

This year we introduced thematic Shabbat school. 
Despite the fact that many children have activities on 
Saturday we had 66- 80% attendance each Shabbat 
School day. Students told me how much they enjoyed 
the learning. We also were told that parents who 
stayed enjoyed having time at synagogue. The non-
school adults told me how much they loved having 
the students there also. These days were win-win all 
around. 

We had fun too! We had our usual skating party that 
was well attended and we had a day for bowling and 
we will finish the year with a picnic. These events 
brought families and friends together. 

We used our money from the Mishkanathon to buy 
a monitor for the school. It is already up and you 
will see what is happening in our school and in our 
synagogue home. We are especially proud of our 
school and we want other people to see it. 

Thanks to all who helped with the co-op or donated 
to help make things happen.  I especially appreciate 
my staff and all the parents who stepped up when 
I needed to be out for surgery. You all made the 
cancer healing better for me and helped the 
school.  I especially wanted to thank my Education 
Committee under the guidance of Keely Newman. 
They arranged for the Social Days, set up the 
Shabbat school snacks and generally helped out with 
many of the school events. 

I am especially excited to end the year with a bang! 
The Trolley Car Diner on Germantown Avenue is 
going to give us a portion of their sales during the 
week of May 8th to 12th. Think about going there for 
a meal. We will make a profit from any family that 
eats there during that week.  Look for the coupon 
elsewhere in Kol Shalom.  See you there!

There are plenty of things to do at Mishkan Shalom 
during the summer. Stay in touch through Ma Hadash 
and our website. 

Our last day is May 24. We will return in September 
with new ideas and ready for another good year.

Rivka             
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New Sanctuary Movement Potluck and Program
Friday, May 19, 5:45 p.m. at Mishkan Shalom

We Were Once Strangers:  
A Taste of Home, an Alliance with Immigrants

by Anndee Hochman

Join us on Friday, May 19, for a community potluck and program about Mishkan’s work 
with the New Sanctuary Movement, an interfaith group that works to end injustice against immigrants and 
promotes radical welcome for all. Hear from Mishkan members who have worked and trained with NSM; 
learn how to get involved in current campaigns to stop deportation raids and protect Philadelphia’s status as a 
sanctuary city.

This work has deep roots in Judaism (“…a sojourner you are not to maltreat, you are not to oppress him, for 
sojourners were you in the land of Egypt.”) and at Mishkan, where our original statement of principles included 
support for Sanctuary—a commitment that, 30 years ago, sometimes meant places of worship literally offering 
refuge to undocumented people from Central America.

The New Sanctuary Movement has a different focus; the immigrant-led organization works on policy (for 
instance, legislation that would allow undocumented people to obtain driver’s licenses), direct accompaniment 
of immigrants threatened with deportation and community organizing to build capacity and shift power 
imbalances. Mishkan has worked with the group for ten years. 

For the potluck, bring a dish (vegetarian/fish/dairy) with links to your own family’s 
immigrant roots: a recipe passed down from ancestors or a food typical of the country 
where they lived.

Potluck begins at 5:45 p.m. After dinner, Rivka will lead a program for tots; older kids, 
teens and adults are all welcome at the immigration discussion and service to follow. 

Contributions
March 16 to April 18

Heartbeat Concert
Sharon Barr
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano
Carole Boughter and Barry Dornfeld
Jean Brody
William Burdick and Lindsey Will
Jennifer Coburn
Craig Cohen and Rivka Jarosh
Jim Feldman and Sharon Sigal
Tamara Forstaler
Wendy Galson and Susan Windle
Mark Haas
Judy Kleppel
Nancy Fuchs Kreimer and Seth Kreimer
Lance and Mary Laver

Andrea Leerman
Margaret Lenzi and Stan Shapiro
Judy Lutz
David Piver
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor
Lawrence Weisberg
Amy Segel and Chris Taranta
Lisagail Zeitlin

Holocaust Memorial
Susan Richards and Sharon Parker

General Donations
Meredith Barber and Michael Schwager – 
     IHO Ryan Rossman
Jennifer Coburn – IHO Elissa and Anndee
Martha Fertman – IHO Gene Bishop’s Birthday
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In recent years, Irv has traveled to Mexico twice on 
retreats with A Way In. He loves the infusion of music 
brought by Rabbi Shawn and values the congregation’s 
integral role in POWER. And—an unexpected bonus—
Irv’s mother, Marilyn, became more active in Mishkan 
after Irv’s father died four years ago. They often attend 
Torah study and Shabbat services together.

“Mishkan is filled with all these very beautiful 
friendships. It’s a source of great joy to go in there; 
what’s happening is really vibrant.”

Sharon Parker

She was raised in the Bible Belt of West Virginia and 
was first exposed to Judaism through a colleague, a 
co-teacher in New 
Jersey. She tried out 
the Jewish Renewal 
movement but 
found she craved 
more structure. She 
sang in a synagogue 
choir. And finally, 
on the day of her 
58th birthday, she 
converted in front 
of a beit din in San 
Diego.

   When Sharon first stepped into the Mishkan 
sanctuary—during a house-hunting trip as she and 
her partner, Susan Richards, prepared to move from 
California to Philadelphia—it felt like home. “That 
sealed the deal: the high windows and the warm wood 
of the bimah, all the personal touches. It just seemed 
like a good place to belong.”

She also appreciated Mishkan’s inclusive, non-dogmatic 
approach. “I grew up in an environment where I got 
into trouble if I questioned the Sunday School teacher. 
It was refreshing to find something where it seems 
you’re mandated to question.”

In San Diego, she’d served on the Tikkun 
Olam Committee and, later, on the board of a 
Reconstructionist synagogue; here, she put her 
managerial skills to use: compiling Mishkan’s annual 
directory and the High Holiday yizkor booklet, and 
helping in the office with tenant logistics and other 
tasks. She helped advise a student who was doing her 
Bat Mitzvah project on marriage equality.

“I found a niche where I could be useful,” she says. 
Sharon also sang tenor in the choir for a few years.

(continued from page 1)
little bit from my Jewish 
identity.”

It was politics—U.S.-
fueled wars in Central 
America; the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon—that 
brought him back. He 
became involved with 
the Sanctuary Movement 
and New Jewish Agenda. 
“I started seeing the 
possibility of a way to be 
Jewish without abandoning my values in terms of what 
was going on in the world.”

“Then a number of us started talking about trying to 
create something—I don’t know if we were saying 
‘synagogue’ at that point, but a community where we 
could practice some form of Judaism. I remember the 
meeting when we actually came up with the name, 
Mishkan Shalom.”

In the beginning, Irv focused on the new congregational 
school, which all three of his sons would eventually 
attend. He chaired Mishkan’s nascent tikkun olam 
committee; he helped write a haggadah for a Seder 
for Human Rights in Central America. “I found myself 
writing prayers; that was a new thing for me….I was 
very interested in finding ways to connect with the 
spiritual realm through affirmations of justice and 
values.”

Later, Irv served as “Second Vice President”—that is, 
not the one designated to step into the lead role—and 
was part of the Search Committee to find a successor 
to founding rabbi Brian Walt. A public interest lawyer, 
he helped negotiate contracts between the board and 
rabbis and, along with many others, weathered the 
several-year lurch when Mishkan’s budget and future 
were tenuous. For him, that fraught time was a turning 
point.

“That period was actually quite inspiring,” Irv says. “I 
felt like, in some ways, that original summer [of forming 
Mishkan] was being recreated.

“When we created Mishkan…we all were of the mind 
that no place existed to be the kind of Jews we wanted 
to be. In order for that place to exist, we had to make 
it. The idea I could lose that was kind of scary. I was 
interested in Mishkan surviving. Lo and behold, we did.”

Our 2017 Yad L’Yad Volunteer Award Recipients

Sharon Parker

Irv Ackelsberg



From the start, the promise of relationships drew her 
in. “We moved into our home Labor Day weekend 
in 2010. We’d gone to summer services—those were 
more intimate—before that and had gradually come to 
know some people. Our first time going to High Holiday 
services, there were warm greetings, even from people 
we hadn’t met. People in the hallway, welcoming us.”

Though Sharon cherishes the continuity and structure 
of Mishkan’s services—a contrast to the “free-form” 
approach of Jewish Renewal—she also values the 
varied perspectives and styles brought by both rabbis 
and lay leaders. “Everybody is so learned; everybody 
gives it their own level of knowledge. I really like that.”

And while Sharon is still circumspect with some family 
members about her Judaism—“it was easier to come 
out as gay than to say I’d converted,” she says—she 
does talk with her more progressive relatives about 
Mishkan members’ wide-ranging activism. “It impresses 
me so much: how many people we have working on 
immigration and gun reform, marching and even getting 
arrested. I was born an activist. To be in a community of 
people who do that really resonates with me.”

“I tell people that Mishkan is a very welcoming, open 
and warm community, [people] involved in trying to 
make the world a better place.” 

Nancy Post

At a coffee hour for prospective members, back in 
1988, Nancy Post read through Mishkan’s statement of 
principles and responded with an emphatic yes.
She’d been raised “Conservadox” in Brooklyn—a child 
of non-observant parents who read and wrote Hebrew 
before she read and wrote English, one of the few girls 
who regularly attended Talmud Torah.

But now she was on the verge of marrying Chris 
Jacobs, who’d been raised Christian. “Knowing we were 
going to start a home, I wanted a more Jewish base.” 
Numerous neighbors on their block were Mishkan 
members. 

“I liked and felt a powerful resonance with the 
Reconstructionist approach,” Nancy recalls. “The male 
God-language was gone; the notion of God as divine 
energy fit more with my Chinese medicine background. 
It fit spiritually. It fit politically.”

Her first Mishkan “job” was to manage the purchasing 
for High Holidays. Instead of paying retail for items like 
paper cups, Nancy used Mishkan’s non-profit status to 
buy them at cost; she found a store in Brighton Beach 
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that sold yahrzeit candles for 30 cents each instead of 
the dollar Mishkan had been paying.

Her Mishkan resume includes four board positions: 
spiritual life, education, strategic planning and secretary. 
She spent ten years on the Reconstructionist National 
Board, ending as Regional President for the Middle 
States. She also chaired Mishkan’s Adult Education 
Committee, setting up Hebrew study, “Jewish, Alive and 
American” classes and “Your Parasha, Your Way,” aimed 

at adults who had never 
become Bar/bat Mitzvah.

Though Nancy did have a 
Bat Mitzvah at 13 (by then, 
her family had moved to 
Long Island and joined a 
Reform synagogue), she 
marked the occasion again 
just before she turned 50 
by chanting Behar (Lev.  
25:1-27:34), then taking 

that parasha’s counsel—it’s 
about the jubilee year—to heart with a several-month 
sabbatical to New Mexico.

Chairing Adult Education “was a mixture of tantalizing 
people with Jewish learning and helping people find 
reasons to stay in the community,” she says. “That’s the 
role I enjoyed the most. I was able to pull people in 
who I saw were on the fringes.”

Since leaving the Board, Nancy joined the choir, fulfilling 
a longtime desire to recapture the musicianship of her 
high school and college days. But she found herself 
calling again on her professional skills—she has a 
Ph.D. in organizational dynamics and has taught at the 
University of Pennsylvania—to lead the search for a 
new choir director when Liz 
Bolton stepped down.

Nancy’s been part of Mishkan long enough to 
experience the congregation’s struggles: muddled 
organizational processes, leadership burn-out, 
ideological and emotional rifts. Personal connections 
keep her anchored: the members who brought meals 
for two solid weeks when Chris was healing from 
surgery; the laundry she’s done for people she barely 
knows.
 
“It’s a community to grow up with…and you don’t 
want to live Jewishly alone. We’re a tribe. We’re better 
together than we are separately….I’m very aware that 
structured Judaism is on the decline. Those of us who 
are the core need to stay.”

Nancy Post



Gabrielle was stunned by some of the statistics 
on slavery, including the fact that one-fourth of all 
enslaved people today are children. “I did a speech 
at services a few months ago. Last Passover, I 
talked about it. I slyly drop it into conversations,” 
urging friends and family to support free-trade 
organizations and avoid buying chocolate or coffee 
that lacks a free-trade label.

Gabrielle used to be a fan of Hamilton—she’s seen 
the musical twice and managed to meet creator 
Lin-Manuel Miranda and other cast members by 
lingering at the stage door after the show—but “I 
over-listened to it.” Now she prefers the score from 
The Book of Mormon, when she’s not listening to emo 
bands or Disney tunes.

This year of study and preparation “has taught me a 
lot about work ethics—practicing my Torah portion. 
Just having this experience of all these people who I 
love, who are important parts of my life, in the same 
place. I think I’ll look back on it and feel positive. 
 
And though Gabrielle has had three “nervous 
dreams” of anticipation about her bat mitzvah, she’s 
also devised a strategy for calming herself. “Usually, 
I think about the existentiality of life, then it all just 
pales.”

Gabrielle Schwager
May 6

She listens to My Chemical Romance and the scores 
of Broadway musicals. She’d rather watch YouTube 
than go outside. She hated French, but loves Latin. 
And her take on parasha Ahare Mot-Kedoshim (Lev. 
16:1-20:27) is equally emphatic. 

“It’s all the rules that God gives the Israelites after 
they’ve been in the desert. A lot of it is a reiteration 
of the Ten Commandments, all the rules God 
expects the Israelites to obey. To be completely 
honest, a lot of these rules are stupid.”

Gabrielle cites chapter 19, line 11: “Do not lie, do 
not steal, do not deceive another. Everybody knows 
that! But something I did like was in line 15: Do not 
show partiality to the great or favoritism to the 
poor. It’s about how you have to treat everybody 
equally….you can’t show disdain for someone just 
because they’re rich.”

When she first began to work on her d’var Torah, 
“I thought: None of this makes sense, and I started 
crying. Then I realized I had to talk about what I 
really believed.”

Gabrielle, a Mishkan lifer—her parents were 
members before she was born—always knew she’d 
eventually become a Bat Mitzvah. “It seemed like 
something far in the future. Getting closer to it, I 
would feel excited but also nervous about getting in 
front of people.

Learning her parasha wasn’t difficult—“I read 
through, then chant it, then do it until it gets in my 
head and I can read it from the left side of the tikkun 
[without trop or vowels],” she explains—but it was 
the tikkun olam project that really seized her passion
. 
“It’s advocacy against modern-day slavery,” she says. 
“Educating people about the fact that slavery still 
exists and is prevalent in the world. It’s a lot of telling 
people: Don’t eat Hershey’s chocolate; it comes from 
slaves.”

B’nai Mitzvah
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lights [when leaving a room], but I didn’t know how 
important that was. Or covering pots while things cook.”

Research showed her that such gestures made a 
tangible mark on energy consumption. She started 
unplugging her phone charger when it wasn’t in use 
and shutting down her computer—not just putting it 
on “sleep”—at night. 

Recently, she noticed that the Chromebook 
computers at Springfield Township Middle School 
remain plugged in all night and over the weekend; 
Sophie plans to contact an administrator to see if 
that practice can be changed.

She’s been gratified by the response to her initial 
e-mail and periodic updates. “A lot of people have 
done different things, like getting solar panels. Some 
said they were going to plant trees. A lot of people 
were really excited about it.”

A year ago, at the start of her Bat Mitzvah 
preparation, anxiety upstaged excitement. “I felt 
nervous about memorizing everything—all the 
prayers and my Torah portion.” The first two aliyot 
came easily, but by the third and fourth, similar 
melody lines and phrases began to blur. It helped, 
Sophie says, to listen to the recording over and over.

She’s been to b’nai mitzvah at other synagogues and 
has come to appreciate Mishkan’s more laid-back, 
teen-centered approach. “At other places, the kids 
didn’t seem to have any say in what was going on. 
It was a really structured service; they didn’t have 
projects or a d’var Torah.”
   
And while she doesn’t consider 13 to be adulthood, 
her Bat Mitzvah does feel like the start of a fresh 
chapter. “You’re considered more grown-up in the 
Jewish community. You’re allowed to make more 
decisions for yourself. It is like a new part of
your life.

Sophie Ashley-Carner
May 13 (minha)  

Sophie remembers 
the day she realized, 
with a jolt, that the 
meat on her dinner 
plate used to be a 
live animal, that the 
orangey-pink filet of 
salmon was formerly 
swimming in some 
ocean.

She hasn’t eaten meat or fish since. And when she 
first read her parasha, Behar-Behukotai (Lev. 25:1-
27:34), the lines that struck her most had to do with 
ecology and conservation. “It’s about the jubilee, 
about God telling everyone about the land—when 
to plant things—and who you could keep as a slave 
and for how long.”

“I’m going to talk about how God was telling people 
to respect the land, that nothing is theirs.”

Her tikkun olam project grew from her anxiety about 
climate change—it was in the news and in the air, 
with balmy winter days and ever-hotter summers. 
“I was interested in global warming, and my mom 
thought it would be a good idea if we got everyone 
else involved.
   
So Sophie e-mailed 100 relatives, classmates and 
family friends, challenging them to take one or more 
actions to help stop or reverse climate change: 
eating less meat, planting trees, running the washing 
machine and dishwasher only when full.

“I found out what things make a difference, and then 
I told other people. I’d always said to turn off the 

by Anndee Hochman



Weekend in the Woods                   

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Don’t Delay…Sign-up Today for 

our Amazing Annual Retreat: 
June 9, 10 & 11

by Sharon Rhode

Don’t Miss Mishkan’s Really Remarkable 
Weekend in the Woods....For, lo, the winter is 
past, spring has sprung, and summer’s right around 
the corner! Are you ready to set aside your cares, 
throw a few things in the car and head for our 
little corner of summer delight? Camp JRF awaits 
us: Green as far as the eye can see, cool Pocono 
Mountain breezes rustling through the trees; 
laughter and singing; stillness and quiet…all in good 
measure, all as you choose.

Welcome Shabbat, greet old friends, 
gather companionably with fellow 
Mishkaners of every age and life-stage.  
No planning, no cooking, no cleaning (it’s camp!). 
Walk or talk? Pray or play? Stretch, swim, sing, crafts, 
puzzle, sports? Schmooze at Happy Hour, prep for 
Talent Show, glow in the lights of the campfire or 
Havdalah? Bike? Hike? Sleep? How ‘bout just hangin’ 
out…doing absolutely not much of anything at all? 
Bliss!

Open to Members and Friends: Old-
timers, First-timers and the ‘Mishkan-
Curious’ All Welcome! 

Our Weekend in the Woods welcomes all members 
of Mishkan Shalom, their family and friends, with a 
special welcome to folks who’d like to get to know 
our community better.

Design Your Perfect Weekend

What shall it be? Share a family cabin or your own 
room in the lodge? Private or shared bath? Come 
for the whole weekend or just for one overnight? 
Have a roomie preference? Want to carpool?

You get to ask for what you want and we’ll do our 
level best to accommodate your preferences. So, be 
sure to register ASAP and remember, even if you pay 
online, your completed Registration Form is needed 
to secure your housing choice!

Reasonable and Flexible Pricing

Our great get-away is remarkably inexpensive: The 
full-weekend price is just $160.00 adults; $100.00 
kids, with  a price cap for a family of four for 
Mishkan members. Private rooms in the lodge, with a 
choice of private or shared bathrooms, are available 
for just a little more. This covers two nights comfy 
accommodations; six full meals; fresh fruit, healthy 
snacks and drinks always available; and a great range 
of programs and activities with all supplies provided.

We’ve also got a partial-weekend option: A one-night 
stay, including three meals, with prices for grown-ups 
and kids. However, if cost is an issue, please contact 
Karen Singer (see brochure): We want everyone to 
be able to participate.

And the little ones? Free, of course. Spending time 
with your fellow Mishkaners in the fresh mountain 

air? Well, you know…that’s priceless!

Register With Deposit By May 12;
Final payments due May 28
Find Out Here How to Register!

Just visit our website homepage
 (www.mishkan.org) to link to our 
Weekend in the Woods page to access 
the Brochure and Registration Form, 
with full details. Just remember, even if 
you pay online, your housing requests can’t 
be filled until your Registration Form is 
received!

(continued next page)

10

http://www.mishkan.org


11

Mishkan Shalom Joins the Local Urban Resources Development Corp. 

Mishkan Shalom’s Board has confirmed 
our becoming a congregational member of 
the Philadelphia-based Urban Resources 
Development Corporation (URDC, http://www.
urbanresources.org/) a 501(c)3, whose mission 
is “to stabilize communities in Germantown, 
Mt. Airy, and northwest Philadelphia through home 
repair and rehabilitation.”  It is comprised of, and 
managed by, member churches (currently ten) 
from Northwest Phila. (see list below), and uses 
no public funding.  URDC typically sponsors four 
workdays/year (in Spring and Fall), with up to four 
different worksites (houses) per workday.  The 
intention of URDC is to build community as well 
as repair homes.  Participants are encouraged 
to interact with home residents, as well as 
participants from other congregations. 

Sponsorship:  Generally, a member congregation 
“sponsors” a workday, committing to bring 
5-10 members (or co-sponsors with another 
congregation, committing to bringing 10-15 
members collectively).  Additional labor is 
contributed by other member (and sometimes non-
member) congregations, and, often, residents of the 
house being worked on.  (Children are welcome, 
with supervision and parental sign-off.)  Skill level of 
participants is matched to the needs of the site, and 
an experienced URDC supervisor rotates among 
sites during a workday.  Given the number 
of congregations (currently 10) and number 
of workdays (about 4), a particular member’s 
sponsorship happens once every couple of years.
URDC is managed by a board officially consisting 
of two members per congregation.  The Board 

meets once every other month. Lance Laver and 
Steve Perkiss 
will be Mishkan’s 
representatives 
the first year.  As 
(now) an interfaith 
organization, 
URDC is sensitive 
to having some of 
its workdays on 
Sundays and Board 
meetings during 
the week, rather 
than on Saturdays.  
Although there is no 
financial obligation by 
member congregations, URDC requests a “target” 
contribution of $500/year, which Mishkan will 
consider as a donation next year.  

Work week this summer (July 3-7) 
with the Interfaith Community 
Building Group:  

Mishkan members will have an opportunity to 
participate in a work week this summer (July 3-7) 
that Mishkan will co-sponsor with the Interfaith 
Community Building Group (ICBG), founded 20 
years ago by Mishkan members and including 
participants from St. Vincent de Paul Church and 
other local congregations.  ICBG worked with 

(continued on page 13)

Weekend in the Woods:  June 9, 10 & 11         

(continued from previous page)

You can also see comments from past ‘retreatniks,’ and a sample schedule, 
on our web page. For online readers, just click here for direct access: https://
mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods.

Got questions? We’ve got answers! Co-chairs Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss 
would love to hear from you: mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com.

Summer’s coming and so is our amazing Weekend in the Woods! Can’t wait to 
see you there!

http://www.urbanresources.org/
http://www.urbanresources.org/
https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods
https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods
mailto:mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com


One Book Mishkan Caps-Off 
12th Year With Our Book Discussion:

The Radical American Judaism of 
Mordecai M. Kaplan, by Mel Scult
Sunday, May 7, 2:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Open to the Public. All Welcome.
 Lite refreshments will be served.
Facilitated by Dr. Lillian Sigal

Delightful scholar of Bible 
and Literature, Library 
Committee founder and 
Chair, Dr. Lillian Sigal, 
leads our One Book 
Mishkan discussion of this 
insightful and moving work 
on the founder of the 
Jewish Reconstructionist 
movement. One reader 
calls the book “a rarity,” 

describing it as: “Thorough and scholarly…and yet 
deeply personal and completely accessible…this 
book opens doors and hearts much as Kaplan’s work 
did for previous generations.”

We’ll explore the radical roots of our movement 
and the challenges we face today: How do we find 
the balance between particularism and universalism, 
between rationalism and mysticism? How do we 
fulfill our own spiritual yearnings and how do we 
understand the many unaffiliated young Jews, who, 
according to recent Pew studies, are increasingly 
rejecting organized religion?

Whether or not you’ve read the book, 
facilitator Lil Sigal encourages you to 
attend! Non-readers (and not-yet-readers) will 
learn much about Kaplan and Reconstructionism 
and may be inspired to read the book! For those 
just getting ready to start, we have two copies in the 
Library available to circulate.

Rejecting certain fundamental Jewish beliefs, such 
as the concept of the ‘chosen people’ -- while still 
deeply valuing Jewish community and remaining 

a committed Zionist -- Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan 
responded to the Judaism of disconnection he saw 
all around him by elevating the spiritual fulfillment 
of the individual to a central role in the new Jewish 
movement he founded, Reconstructionism.

Kaplan kept a diary which grew to 27 volumes. Close 
study of his writing, with the perspective of having 
known Kaplan for forty years, led Dr. Mel Scult 
to write Kaplan’s biography, edit and publish two 
volumes of his diary, and describe the development 
of Kaplan’s thought (in conversation with great 
thinkers) in this powerful work, The Radical 
American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan. Scult has 
come to be known as historian of Reconstructionism 
and became co-founder and vice-president of the 
Mordecai M. Kaplan Center for Jewish Peoplehood.

“…The prophet of Jewish peoplehood, was also the 
prophet of Jewish personhood.” Writes Mel Scult of 
Kaplan: “He sought to democratize, Americanize and 
individualize the Jewish tradition and through these 
efforts to strengthen the Jewish people.”

See Author Mel Scult’s December program at 
Mishkan Shalom, online, The Radical American 
Judaism of Mordecai Kaplan and It’s Meaning for 
Today, with Rabbi Shawn Zevit and colleague Dr. 
Harold Gorvine: https://vimeo.com/195406527

(continued on next page)
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Library Committee by Sharon Rhode
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After the Discussion
Plan to stay for “A Very Happy Hour” 
of singing and wonderful refreshments 

with Makhelat Micha’el: Mishkan 
Community Choir.  Eat, drink and 

enjoy our annual performance! Hors 
d’ouevres, wine, beer & soft drinks will 

be available 4:00 pm

https://vimeo.com/195406527
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(continued from previous page)

We’ll gather in the Chapel on the third floor for a 
lively and informative discussion. Join us!

Next Year’s One Book: 
What Shall We Read Together?

Our Library Committee is bursting with excellent 
ideas, but we’d love to hear what YOU think 
would make a great title for next year! We heartily 
welcome suggestions of specific works, general 
themes or even a new genre! So, cogitate and, then, 
communicate! We’re excited to hear your thoughts!

Library Bits ‘n Pieces

Thanks for taking advantage of ‘spring cleaning’ to 
ferret-out overdue Library books and return them! 
Stop in the Library and peruse a shelf you’ve never 
stopped at. What reading treasures await you? No 
general book donations, at this time, please, but do 
contact Eilen Levinson if you have something very 
special in mind to enhance our collection.

Learn more at: https://mishkan.org/committee/
library-committee2016-12-14T19:00:00-05:00. Send 
One Book suggestions or contact Eilen via library@
mishkan.org.  See you in the Library!

Library Committee 

Urban Resources Development 
Corporation (URDC)

(continued from page 11)

URDC last summer during a successful work week 

in Mt. Airy/Germantown.  Mishkan members and 

children under parental/adult supervision are invited 

to participate all week or for part of the week, which 

will culminate in a communal Shabbat dinner on 

Friday evening, July 7 (as is the custom of the ICBG 

at the end of each work week).  A donation of $50 

per person (to Mishkan Shalom) is requested for the 

work week to cover some building materials and 

food for the Shabbat dinner.  

Why Mishkan has joined URDC:  

• This is a highly tangible economic justice 
activity that has direct benefit to Mishkan’s 
“home base” of Northwest Philadelphia.  

• It can accommodate the entire community, 
including young people, notably b’nai mitzvah 
kids and the teen group.  

• It is another interfaith initiative that can 
help forge and strengthen connections with 
other faith communities in the area, and in 
conjunction with our Interfaith Community 
Building Group.

Current member churches:

•  First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
•  First United Methodist Church of Germantown
•  Germantown Mennonite Church
•  Janes Memorial United Methodist Church
•  Providence Baptist Church
•  Saint Vincent de Paul Roman Catholic Church 
•  New Bethel A.M.E. Church
•  Mt. Zion Baptist Church
•  Second Baptist Church of Germantown
•  Canaan Baptist Church

For more information and/or to sign up for this 
summer’s work week, please contact Lance 
Laver (llaver4@comcast.net).

mailto:library@mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list. 

HINENI--HERE I AM 

If you could use a little help because of illness, or 
joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member 
too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.
org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete 
support to members in need of short term help, 
including meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask.
If you would like some help, but do not wish a 
public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help. 

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?

Acts of Caring goes out to all Mishkan members. It 
is our communication central for sharing life cycle 
events and community needs for help.  If you are not 
receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam, 
or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts 
of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).  If 
you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or 
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts 
of Caring.  Please contact the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address: 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 

Mazel Tov

We extend a joyous mazel tov to Gabrielle Schwager, 
Sophia Ashley Carner and their families as they 
become B’nai Mitzvah this month.  We offer a hearty 
mazel tov to Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha on 
the arrival of their granddaughter, Samara Hayden 
Napchen, who was born on Thursday April 6th to 
Simcha’s eldest daughter Morgan and her husband 
Mat.

Condolences

We send condolences to Stephanie Shell on the 
death of her father William Shell, to Scott Barkan on 
the death of his grandmother, Lenora Barkin, and 
to Marilyn Ackelsberg on the death of her brother, 
Martin Kramer.  May Stephanie, Scott and Marilyn 
and their families be comforted among all who 
mourn, and may William’s, Lenora’s and Martin’s 
memories be for a blessing.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members  Rivka 
Jarosh, Erica Eisenberg, Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, 
Claire Needleman, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, 
Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, 
and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Sheila Hyatt (sister of Maralin 
Blistein), Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana 
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), 
Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra 
Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle 
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father 
of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), Lorna 
Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), Eva 
Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and mother-in-
law of Susan Windle), and Julie Post and Joseph Post 
(sister and father of Nancy Post), and Judy Jasper 
Leicht (friend of Eilen Levinson) in our prayers as 
well.  May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom 
community learn about significant events in the 
lives of our members. In this way, we can reach 
out to one another in times of grief, illness, and 
joy. To reach us simply email:
actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits
Norman Lazin-5/1-Iyar 5
 Father of Brenda Lazin 

Samuel Goldstein-5/2-Iyar 6
 Father of Bea Leopold

Reuben Wallach-5/3-Iyar 7
 Father of Lawrence Wallach

Ralph Halstuch-5/4-Iyar 8
   Father of Helene Halstuch

Eve Bober-Bakely-5/6-Iyar 10
 Daughter of Jeff Bakely & Gail Bober

Edgar Read-5/7-Iyar 11
 Father of Art Read 

Judy Goldberg-5/8-Iyar 12
 Mother of Elissa Goldberg

Helene Strasser-5/8-Iyar 12
 Great Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Mildred Stone-5/9-Iyar 13
 Mother of Andrew Stone 

Sidney Shore-5/11-Iyar 15
  Father of Neal Shore 

Norman Weinstein-5/12-Iyar 16
 Father of Ken Weinstein 

Joseph Cushner-5/14-Iyar 18 
Grandfather of Barrie Levin
 

Julian Mock-5/16-Iyar 20
 Father of Harry Mock 

Rose Cushner-5/21-Iyar 25
 Grandmother of Barrie Levin 

Janet Crimm-5/25-Iyar 29
 Mother of Walt Crimm 

Reuben Crimm-5/25-Iyar 29
 Father of Walt Crimm 

Allan Kelvin-5/25-Iyar 29
 Father of Lisa Tuttle 

Robert Garretson-5/26-Sivan 1
 Father of Janet Garretson  
 
Leah Kohen-5/28-Sivan 3
 Mother of Arnie Kohen 

Irene Horn-5/29-Sivan 4
 Mother of D’vorah Horn-Greenberg

Morton Weiss-5/29-Sivan 4
 Father of Jane Weiss

Eleanor Blatt-5/30-Sivan 5
 Sister of Lynne Iser 

Eugene Steiker-5/30-Sivan 5
 Father of Ellen Steiker 

Iva Weaver-5/30-Sivan 5
 Mother of Jacqueline Jonas

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson    l    Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

 Contributors include:
 Gene Bishop, Anndee Hochman, Rivka Jarosh, Lance Laver,  Eilen Levinson, 

Yael Levy,  Maria Paranzino,  Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell, and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com


T’filot
Please join us for study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

“God Was in This Place” p. 178:

“Each person has a Torah, unique to that person, his or her 
innermost teaching. Some people seem to know their ‘Torahs’ very 
early in life and speak and sing them in a myriad of ways. Others 
spend their whole lives stammering, shaping, and rehearsing them. 
Some are long, some are short. Some are intricate and poetic, 
others are only a few words and still others can only be spoken by 
gesture and example. But every Soul has a Torah. To hear another 
say Torah is a precious gift.”

Especially in the deeply challenging, sometimes distressing 
and often activating times we live in politically and 
environmentally, we need each other’s Torah and the values 
and teachings of our people and of Mishkan Shalom to grow 
and flourish. 

No one else will magically do the work needed alongside 
our small and dedicated staff and volunteer leadership to 
fulfill our mission and vision.  Whether you are a founding 
member or new to Mishkan Shalom, a frequent participant 
in services and programs or occasionally come by, we must 
be willing to own and lean into our sacred community this 
year more than ever. Contributing any amount of our time, 
treasure and talent, is as core to our work in tikkun olam and 
acts of caring (gemilut hasadim) and a sustainable future for 
us to build upon. 

It is not only the experience of Sinai and Revelation 
of the past that informs us- it is what we can bring 
about here and now, encouraging and agitating each 

Saturday, May 6, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Yael. Gabrielle Schwager will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Friday, May 12, 5:45 p.m. – Community Potluck, Kabbalat Shabbat Service and Yad l’Yad ceremony

Saturday, May 13, 10:00 a.m. - Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn; 5:00 p.m. – Sophia Ashley Carner
will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah, with Rabbi Yael.

Friday, May 19, 7:30 p.m. – Musical Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, May 20, 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Service, with Rabbi Yael

Thursday, May 25, 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh celebration

Saturday, May 27, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Julie Benioff

Tuesday, May 30, 8:00 p.m. – Erev Shavuot Service at Germantown Jewish Centre

other to be active participants in our larger society 
and building and sustaining the mishkan/sanctuary of 
our own relationships and community. Our tradition 
offers that we were all at Sinai together- past and 
future generations. I look forward to seeing you many 
times this month, and learning, organizing, praying and 
becoming the change we seek- together.
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Rabbi’s Letter (continued from page 1)

https://mishkan.org/committee/tikkun-olam
https://mishkan.org/committee/acts-of-caring-gmilut-hasadim

