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MULTI-CULTURAL 
CONCERT!

  SILENT AUCTION!
  FABULOUS FOOD & 

  BEVERAGES

Mishkan Shalom Synagogue 
4101 Freeland Ave., Philadelphia, PA

Please Join Us for Mishkan Shalom’s  2nd Annual Concer t Fundraiser

 Join us as we celebrate as an extended musical community 
with inspiring songs and stories of peace and justice.

CURRENT LIST OF PERFORMERS:
✴  Abdul Maalik Akbar of Masjidullah Mosque 
✴   SheWho  ✴  Jessi Roemer  ✴
✴  City Light Church Band  ✴
✴  Shabbat UnPlugged RePlugged  ✴
✴  Sharon Sigal & Jonathan Flowers  ✴
✴  Amir Yares from "Heartbeat"
✴  Makhelat Micha'el: 
      The Mishkan Community Choir    
✴  Mishkan Children's Choir  ✴
✴  Rabbi Shawn Zevit  ✴

TO PURCHASE
TICKETS:
To make this important 
fundraiser financially 
available to all, please go to 
www.mishkan.org
to view tiered pricing, 
purchase tickets on-line
or to download an order 
form to mail in!

SATURDAY, MAY 14
6:00 PM 
TICKETS FOR PRE-CONCERT
RECEPTION INCLUDE:

• Reserved Concert Seating
• Silent Auction
• Delicious Food 
• Beer & Wine
• Being with Friends!

7:30 PM
CONCERT TICKETS 
INCLUDE:

• General Admission Seating
• Silent Auction
• Delicious Food 
• Cash Bar
• Being with Friends!

Dear Friends and Mishkan Members,

What happens when you present a musical mashup 
of religions, Israeli/Palestinian and Feminist 
singers, choral groups and individuals giving voice 
to Mishkan Shalom’s principles and values? You 
have the 2nd Annual Sounds of Peace and Justice 
Concert.

Add a silent auction, a special reception prior to the 
concert, delicious food, flowing wine and you are 
guaranteed an evening of fun, friends and (impor-
tant) fundraising.

For Mishkan to be able to do the good social justice 
work we do, it is critical that this evening be a 
success.  We need to make sure our community is 
sustainable as we work with POWER, New Sanctu-
ary Movement and HIAS and shed light on mass 
incarceration and global climate change issues.

Our school, programming, staff and building are 
all in need of the funds we raise as a community.  
Mishkan needs you to commit, attend, bid, revel and 
sing with us on May 14th. 

* Click Here to Get Tickets
     (Special pricing for school families)
* Contact Julie Benioff to volunteer.
* Contact Gari Weilbacher with questions.

See you there!

Rabbi Shawn

Yad l’Yad Awards
Friday, May 20, at 7:30 p.m. 

Potluck at 5:45 p.m.

Join us at potluck and services when Mishkan members

Sharon Gornstein, Keely Newman &  Lisagail Zeitlin 

will be honored for their service to Mishkan Shalom!

Watch for their profiles in the June issue of Kol Shalom!

http://https://mishkan.org/sounds-of-peace-justice-triumphant-multicultural-musical-event-returns-saturday-may-14-dont-miss-it
mailto:jbenioff%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gari%40mishkan.org?subject=
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FROM EGYPT TO SINAI:
 

BECOMING A PEOPLE

We recently had the honor of hosting the opening 
Shabbat service for the Shabbaton ahead of the 
Wrestling With Jewish Peoplehood  at the National 

Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia, 
which examined the question of Jewish identity 
in light of shifting demographics that blur the 
boundaries between who is and who is not Jewish. 

The conference and most of the speakers both 
assumed and built their observations of premises 
that Mordecai Kaplan began offering in the 1920s 
through his death at 102 years of age in 1983. 
One of his core formulations, which we studied 
recently at our B’nai Mitzvah family program, 
was that Judaism is not only a religion, but the 
evolving religious civilization of the Jewish People. 
 
Mel Scult, a preeminent Kaplan scholar, discussed 
the concept of peoplehood, which was central to 
Kaplan’s analysis of Judaism. Mel wrote, in a summary: 
 
“The Kaplanian solution is a balance between 
peoplehood, Jewish solidarity, and sheleymut 
[wholeness, inner peace, and fulfillment]. Peoplehood 
and personhood. If we go too much to one side 
or the other it will mean disaster. Too much in 
one direction and peoplehood means chauvinism 
and tribalism. Too much in another direction and 
individualism means narcissism and self-indulgence.”

Yet, we need more than replications of 
Reconstructionism’s past formulations. It 
is through innovation that we stay true to Kaplan’s 
drive for authenticity and for a contemporary, 
relevant Judaism rooted in tradition and peoplehood. 
By studying Kaplan’s thought on the reconstruction 
of the Jewish people, as well as other past and 
present Reconstructionist perspectives, we can keep 
our innovation grounded in the principles that have 
helped us evolve and grow to this point. Using the 
term “Reconstructionist” to support a personal 
preference without study, values clarification and 
willingness to see the needs of the community as on 

a par with our individual needs is not the democracy 
Kaplan had in mind.

For all of the diversity of personality and practice 
within the Reconstructionist movement’s 
100-plus affiliates  Mordecai Kaplan’s core ideas 
of religious naturalism, egalitarianism, democratic 
decision-making, and an empowered rabbinate 
and membership have produced dynamic, creative 
communities. These communities share many 
important characteristics: gender equality, shared 
leadership, a welcoming atmosphere, lifelong 
educational practices, liturgical and ritual creativity, 
a serious embrace of tradition, a commitment to 
tikkun olam and mutual support, and a conscious 
search for meaningful, sustainable lives as Jews and as 
human beings on the planet.

Kaplan spoke of God as the Process that 
makes for the fulfillment of our human 
potential. When we enter into discussion of an 
important issue in our community, we are entering 
The Process — we are on sacred ground. Godliness 
can manifest through the approach and content 
of our decision-making. This Process makes for 
“salvation,” in Kaplan’s terms, as we move toward an 
agreed-upon outcome that ideally brings us and our 
communities into greater self-realization. We are, 
in short, striving for a Process that contains Godly 
values and yields an outcome that fulfills the mission 
of our community and the spiritual growth of the 
participants.

by Rabbi Shawn ZevitRabbi’s Letter

(continued on page 11)

https://kaplancenter.org/live-streams-and-demand-viewing?sid=663
http://www.rrc.edu/resources/mordecai-m-kaplan
http://www.jewishrecon.org/reconstructionist-judaism
http://www.amazon.com/Mel-Scult/e/B002E78CPW
http://jewishrecon.org/directory


Week 1: Hesed – 
Overflowing Love, Kindness, Generosity
We begin with love, and set an intention to cultivate a 
generous and expansive heart:

May I see the world with eyes of grace, love and   
compassion.
May I trust that each of us is doing the best we can
in each moment.

i place hesed before my eyes and walk in the truths that 
unfold.     psalm 26:3

Week 2: Gevurah – 
Strength, Judgment, Discernment
With awe we look toward the Mysterious Unfolding
of Life:

May I remember we are all complex, fragile and 
sacred beings.
With strength and humility I stand with all life 
before the One.

we are called to act with righteousness, grounded in deep 
faith.    psalm 119:138

Week 3: Tiferet – 
Beauty, Harmony, Balance, Truth
We breathe in the radiance that emanates from the 
heart of the world, and we pray for ourselves and each 
other:

may our hearts know happiness

may our souls know joy.
may our whole being dwell in trust.  psalm 16:9

Week 4: Netzach – 
Vision, Eternity, Endurance
We call forth our capacity for vision and invite our 
imaginations to flourish. 
We lift our eyes to see beyond where we have been and 
what we have known.

to you, eternal presence, i lift my soul.  psalm 25:1

Week 5: Hod – Gratitude, Presence
We sit in the present moment and give thanks:

I am grateful. I open my heart to whatever is.

i give thanks with all my heart.    psalm 138:1

Week 6: Yesod – Foundation, Connection
We align ourselves in our connections to each other and 
all the earth:

may my prayers be rooted,
may they rise like incense,
may the offerings of my hands be received as a gift.    
psalm 141:2

Week 7: Malchut, Shechina – 
Majesty, Divine Presence
We open to the sacred that flows through us and all the 
world:

i lift my hands to do mitzvot, i lift my hands to love.       
psalm 119:48

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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May the season of the omer guide us with its wisdom, inspiring the words of our mouths, the love of our hearts and the 
work of our hands to come together for healing, goodness, understanding, well-being and peace.

    With love and blessing,
    Rabbi Yael

For more on the 7 week -- 49 day mindfulness practice of counting the omer, including teachings and practices for each day 
go to the A Way In web page: https://mishkan.org/awi 

Dear Friends,

As we continue into the richness of spring we enter the time of the omer, the 49-day period that begins on the 
second night of Passover and culminates on Shavuot.  The practice during the omer is to stand each night and count the 
coming day with the intention of clearing our minds, hearts and sprits so we can live in reverent and wise relationship 
with the Mysterious Unfolding of All Life.

Every week and each day of the omer contains spiritual qualities that guide us – in cultivating discernment, awareness, 
openness, wisdom and love.

Here is a guide for focusing the attention for each of the seven weeks of the omer journey.

https://mishkan.org/awi
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by Rivka JaroshCongregational School

Dear All,

Another school year is over this month. The 
children have learned to read Hebrew better. Some 
of the children have learned to speak more Hebrew, 
though Hebrew through movement where Hebrew 
learning was combined with moving around the 
room. Classes studied customs of our holidays 
and Shabbat. Every class had the opportunity to 
lead prayers in a Friday night service or a Shabbat 
morning service twice during the year.  We sang 
holiday songs together. We did Tikkun Olam activities 
as part of our class learning. We sponsored electives 
of Gaga (Jewish Dodgeball), Yiddish, Bible playacting, 
Hebrew Calligraphy, Jewish funny stories and Torah 
trop. For the most part, children smiled and left 
happy after their sessions with us. 

We start this month with an ice cream party to pay 
for the Afikomen being found and the Mishkanathon 
meeting our goal of $1800. (We got more than 
that, $2000) May 1 and May 4 will be our ice cream 
days.  On May 1, our Gimel and Dalet class will also 
join our site stewards to work on the planting of 
new trees and other flowers to bring spring to our 
garden. 

We are also having a discussion about introducing 
some Shabbat school into our program.  
We concluded our year-long discussions May 
1st, with the parents of the children that are coming 
now, our education committee, spiritual life and 
the board this past year. The idea of occasionally 
combining school and Shabbat will allow students 
to come to services to practice what they have 
been learning. It also will allow everyone to 
experience that Shabbat and services are deeply 

connected to the educational and Jewish life of our 
children and their families. Our pilot program for 
next year that is the result of our many discussions 
and has received enthusiastic support from many of 
you who weighed in and our rabbis and faculty will 
take place once a month next December, January 
and February on second Saturdays of those months. 
Special programming will take place outside of the 
usual Sunday school format and there will be no 
Sunday school those three times. Details to follow. 
We look forward to more connections between 
the community of adults that go to services and the 
school families. .

We are going on a field trip! On May 15, We have 
made arrangements for classes to go to the Penn 
Museum to see the exhibit on Israel and Canaan. 
It will be great to move out of the synagogue to 
continue our learning about some other place. It 
is also a great way for people to get to know each 
other better. If you are interested, let me know. 
There is a cost of $11 per an adult for the docent 
tour. 

Our last day of school for the youngest children 
will be May 22.  We will honor them with our 
presentation to each child for something we noticed 
that was special this year. May 25 will be our last day 
for our Gimel through Zayin classes. We will perform  
our special ceremony for them and honor Lag 
B’Omer with games and s’mores. 

Our last month is full of good learning, good treats 
and a nice ceremony. What a nice way to end the 
year!
           Rivka
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Weekend in the Woods: 
There’s Still Time to Join Us June 3-5.  Register Today! 

See You  in  the Poconos! 

By Sharon Rhode

Mishkan Shalom’s amazing annual Weekend in the Woods is just a month away, 
but there’s still time to get in on “Mishkan’s Best-Kept Secret!” Don’t miss 
out on this truly wonderful weekend get-away in the lush and lovely Pocono 
Mountains!

Camp JRF has everything we need – comfy accommodations, yummy vegetarian 
food and gorgeous nature all around us. And our great Weekend in the Woods 
team has put together another great schedule, with all the returning favorite 
activities plus several new options, including adults-only programs. But the best 
part is spending time with each other in a totally relaxed way!

Everyone’s Welcome!
Our Weekend in the Woods is open to Mishkan members and friends and 
potential members. There really is something for everyone and, best of all,
you can do as much or as little as you choose. Read Lisagail Zeitlin’s comments, 
below, on why she loves the Weekend in the Woods so much!

If you’d like to come, but cost is an issue, please let us know. If you need a ride, please be in touch and we can help 
make arrangements. All contact information and full registration details are on the website. Just visit the homepage 
and follow the links:  www.mishkan.org.

Got Questions? We’ve Got Answers!
Weekend in the Woods co-chairs Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss would be happy to chat with you or put you in touch 
with folks who love our Weekend in the Woods. Just email them at:  weekendinthewoods@mishkan.org.

I have no kids. I love the Weekend in the Woods. Here’s why:
by Lisagail Zeitlin

I have gone to the Weekend in the Woods since I 
joined Mishkan Shalom. It’s one of my favorite Mishkan 
events.

First of all, I love being in the Poconos. I step out of 
my car and new, clean spring air fills my lungs. It’s 
instant relaxation. I shed the city (actually, I live in the 
suburbs), I walk through the grass, I lean against a tree, 
and I feel summer is coming. Later in the weekend, I 
sit in the sun and listen to the birds. It’s too early for 
bugs. I walk in the evening and hear the leaves on the 
trees. Just the peaceful setting is my first reason. 

Secondly, I get time to talk to people that I might have 
only greeted in passing when going to a service or to 
a meeting at Mishkan. During meals, we sit at tables of 
six or eight. In between, we sit outside, or by the lake, 
and just chat. That time of casual conversation is very 
valuable to me, with people who are new to me, or 

Mishkaners that I know. 

My third reason is actually about other people’s 
families. I watch parents and their kids interacting in a 
way that isn’t like time at home. A kid comes in from 
playing, and tells a parent all about it. Another parent 
and child are looking at tadpoles in the little pond by 
the dining hall. Or sitting together, talking. Or playing 
basketball. Or lighting candles for Shabbat. They’re not 
my kids, but I love that family, because I know they 
are raising the next generation of Mishkan Shalom. 
They could be on any vacation, and they came to the 
Weekend in the Woods with their synagogue. They 
combined that vacation time with a little Judaism. I 
love that, too.

Now, I’m co-chair of the Weekend in the Woods. We 
try to create an atmosphere that will nourish every 
kind of person. I hope you’ll join us this year. 

Download a form or register on the website HERE.

http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:weekendinthewoods%40mishkan.org?subject=
https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods-friday-june-3-sunday-june-5-2016
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Pause & Refresh Your Soul:  An Exploration of Shabbat Unplugging          June 25, 4:30-6 pm
                           -- Followed by series-ending pot-luck
Led by Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha at their home.  Monthly reflection, study and song that blend Shabbat practice with 
Talmud study. We will engage the text with reading, translations, contemplation, prayer and spiritual practice, all connected 
to this year’s theme of “The Power of And: Expanding Perspective and Action.”,
                            $9/session (members) $18/session (non-members)  
               Please register and pay in advance via the website

Finding the Voice Within: Where Creativity and Spirituality Meet                                                                          May 20, 12:30-2 pm
Led by Meredith Barber and Julie Lipson.  Life is overwhelming; finding moments to tune in to ourselves and each other can 
be a challenge. This spiritual direction group takes a musical approach. Participants will share what is on their hearts, then 
take part in group music-making. We will express, listen and gain insight as we create something new and beautiful. No 
musical experience required!                                $15-$36 sliding scale (members and non-members)

Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature through a Jewish Lens                                         Saturday, May 21, 12:30-2 pm
Led by Steve Jones.  This is a series of guided outdoor experiences in different seasons. Participants learn to “read” the 
natural landscape as a text by walking in the nearby Wissahickon forest. We discuss ecological relationships, make blessings 
and study Jewish texts. We also consider ways to make a walk in the woods part of a Shabbat practice. We’ll focus on the 
abundance of plants and birds in our forest, directing our attention to the natural sounds and their possible meanings.  Meet 
at Mishkan, then carpool to the woods.               $5/session (members and non-members)  
              Please register and pay in advance via the website

   

Soul Collage® with a Jewish Spin                                                Sunday, May 15, 1-4 pm in the Social Hall
Taught by Susan Richards.  SoulCollage® is an intuitive, imaginative, creative and fun process. If you can use scissors and a 
glue stick, you can do it! In February we will focus on the Dream Suit, making accessible messages from our deepest depths. 
In May, when we are counting the Omer, we will focus on the Companion Suit. Come and meet the animals who reside in 
the Kabbalistic power points in our bodies and learn what they may offer us! Teens and adults, previous SoulCollagers® and 
newcomers are welcome. No art experience necessary! Limited to 12 participants. Fee includes all supplies.
                                                           $36/class (members and non-members)

At Mishkan Shalom, we believe in learning for life. Below you’ll find a varied, robust range of classes, workshops 
and experiences to help you—no matter your age or prior experience with Judaism—grow and learn. 

You can register and pay online for any class listed, using the Adult Education page on Mishkan’s website, 
www.mishkan.org, or you can mail your registration and a check.  Please visit our website for detailed information 
about our classes, location, teachers and more.

If you have a suggestion for a class you’d like to take—or teach—contact Susan Richards, Lifelong Learning 
Committee chair susanrichardsartist@gmail.com

Learning for Life: Adult Education 5776
May - June,  2016

https://mishkan.org/store/donations/pause-and-refresh-your-soul-an-exploration-of-shabbat-unplugging
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/walk-the-talk-knowing-nature-through-a-jewish-lens
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
mailto:susanrichardsartist@gmail.com
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Leadership for Living: A Sacred Trust                                                                                             To Be Re-Scheduled
Taught by Rabbi Shawn and Mishkan board member Barry Dornfeld.  Leaders aren’t just born; they’re created through 
reflection, learning and practice. This course will explore ideas and values on leadership from Jewish and other faith traditions. 
It aspires to help participants develop leadership skills, take up new roles in faith-based and other institutions and build 
stronger communities in all aspects of their lives. The coursework will include readings, teachings and discussions (face-to-
face and virtual), application to real-world experiences and reflection. Open to Mishkan members, especially those interested 
in synagogue leadership and governance, and non-members, including those from other faith-based and community 
organizations.                                                                                                                    $36 members/$72 non-members

Counting the Omer with Yin Yoga and Visual Journaling                                                                          May 22, 1-4 pm, Social Hall
Led by Sharon Barr, Elise Luce Kraemer and Susan Richards.  Learn somatic and creative tools to connect more deeply with 
the sacred practice of counting the Omer, the 49-day period from the second day of Passover to Shavuot.  Both experienced 
yoga teachers, Sharon will teach on April 17th, and Elise will teach on May 22nd.  They will introduce a series of gentle poses 
representing the seven sefirot (attributes of God) that can be used each evening while counting the Omer. Susan, an artist and 
SoulCollage® facilitator, will introduce a method of visual journaling that each participant will personalize. You will create your 
very own visual journal page during each class.                                                                                  $18 members/$36 non-members 

Beginning Mah Jongg                                                                    May 2, 9, 16 and 23, 7-9 pm
Taught by Libby Harman and Susan Schewel. Do you have a mah jongg set, but don’t know how to play? Do you want to get 
in on the resurgence of this ancient game? Mah jongg involves skill, concentration and luck. Learn the rules of American mah 
jongg, along with winning strategies. A great class for new players and those needing a refresher; hands-on instruction as you 
play. Six people needed to run the class. Register through Mt. Airy Learning Tree,   http://mtairylearningtree.org  
                                                 $72 (members 
and non-members) 
  

Shavuot and Omer Study                   Saturday, May 21, 9-10 am
Taught by Rabbi Yael. Come to services an hour early and join us to explore the deep spiritual resonance of Shavuot through 
the Omer counting practice and the conclusion of the seven-week journey that began with Passover.  Rabbi Yael Levy’s 
approach to mindfulness is deeply rooted in Jewish tradition. It grows out of her deep personal commitment to spiritual 
practice and a passionate belief in its potential to change not only individuals but also the world. Rabbi Yael has been with 
Mishkan Shalom for 20 years and has developed the A Way In Jewish mindfulness program over the past seven years.     
                                                                                                                                  No fee for this class

Mishkan Shalom is a Reconstructionist congregation in which a diverse community 

of progressive Jews finds a home.  Mishkan’s Statement of Principles commits 

the community to integrate Prayer, Study and Acts of Caring — 

and to work with other people of faith to repair the world in justice and peace.

http://mtairylearningtree.org/
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B'nai Mitzvah
Georgia Condon
May 7 (Minha)

Each year at Yom Kippur, Georgia would sit for hours among Mishkan 
congregants, streams of Hebrew and English flowing around her. But last 
September, it all began to make sense.
   
“This year, I knew the prayers,” she says. “It was cool to know things. I feel 
like I’m more connected with Judaism.”

Georgia remembers her first day at Mishkan; she was a tearful 
kindergartener then, unsure if she wanted to enter this new environment. 
But Hebrew School turned out to be fun: making friends; creating projects 
like tin-foil menorahs and pillowcases with the Sh’ma inked on them; finding 
teachers who connected the dots and made Jewish learning fun.

And though she was nervous about chanting Hebrew—even in class, she tended to be quiet—she wanted to 
have a Bat Mitzvah. “I felt like it would be interesting to extend my Hebrew,” she says, and she felt inspired by 
watching her classmates take their turns at the bimah. “You see all these people…they get to go up there and 
read all the Hebrew. I thought: That’s going to be me.”

Even before she began learning the melody for various families of trop and highlighting those phrases in her 
parasha, she began thinking about the meaning of the verses from Kedoshim (Lev. 19:1-20:27), which include 
admonishments to leave fallen fruit for the poor and the stranger, to refrain from stealing or lying, and to “love 
your neighbor as yourself.”

To Georgia, it’s all about “being holy—it’s saying how you should share and that you shouldn’t judge people 
based on the way others see them. That you should treat everybody the same.”

If the significance came readily, the tune was a bit harder to grasp—until one week when Georgia set a goal of 
practicing for half an hour each night. “At the next session, I had half [the parasha] done.”

The theme of equity—as well as her lifelong love of painting, drawing and doodling—informed her tikkun olam 
project. Georgia gathered friends to create paintings that she’ll sell at the Chestnut Hill Garden Festival and 
perhaps at another venue; proceeds will go to Fresh Artists, which provides art supplies and programming to 
under-funded schools in Philadelphia.
 
At her own school, Greene Street Friends, where Georgia’s been a student since pre-K, she loves the diversity, 
the closeness and the varied methods of teaching. Spanish ranked low on her list of beloved subjects until a 
class trip to Costa Rica last year gave her real-world opportunities to practice. “Now it’s my favorite class,” she 
says. She also loves soccer, basketball, lacrosse and the novels of John Green.

“I’ve learned how to be more comfortable reading Hebrew,” she says, reflecting on the past year of study. 
“How to be patient. When I got frustrated or couldn’t read something, I learned to calm down and wait.”
On the day of her Bat Mitzvah, she’ll be eager to see friends and relatives—and to be seen, in turn. “I’m looking 
forward to being the person who’s up there, instead of the person looking at the person who’s up there…I 
feel like I understand more about Judaism. It’s less about me watching and observing, and more about me 
understanding.”
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Harry Moss Dorfman
May 21 (Minha)

Here are some of the things Harry loves:  Animals—
wild or domesticated. Dinosaurs and dragons. 
Building with Legos. Designing solar cars at 
Cedarbrook Middle School. And anything related to 
Hebrew School.

Harry’s parents, Mindy and Lisa, joined Mishkan 
before he was born. “He started going to Tot Shabbat 
and hanging out with Gabby in Gan before he was 
five,” Mindy says. “He’s developed these amazing 
relationships. He’ll choose Hebrew School over 
doing community or school things.”

Mindy and Lisa still cherish artifacts of their son’s 
earliest days at Mishkan: the decorated plastic 
Kiddush cup, the menorah and the matzo cover. “He 
really enjoyed the project-based learning,” Mindy 
says, along with several hoogim: yoga, Jewish humor 
and, most recently, gaga (literally “touch-touch” in 
Hebrew, a form of dodgeball).

While Lisa did have a Bat Mitzvah at age 13, Mindy 
did not, and she always hoped her son would 
celebrate that ritual, feeling nourished by the prayers, 
culture and understanding of Judaism’s place in 
the world. She hoped he would absorb Mishkan’s 
emphasis on social justice, the idea that “doing for 
others is an important part of growing up and being 
part of an adult community,” she says.

Harry’s Torah portion is Behar (Lev. 25:1-26:2), which 
concerns the shmita year and the jubilee—concepts 
that were familiar because they were Mishkan’s 
themes last year. After reading and discussing the 
parasha with Rabbi Shawn, Harry wondered, “What 
happens if you borrow something on the very last 
day of the year before the shmita year? Do you have 
to give it back? How does that feel?”

“He’s got some deep thoughts about it,” Mindy 
says. “He’s been able to think outside the box.” 
Because Harry’s Asperger’s syndrome makes it 
difficult for him to express those thoughts in 
writing, he’s worked on alternative ways of sharing 
what he understands, including a stop-action Lego 
movie about his parasha, which he’s making with 

the help of his 
tutor, Michelle 
Greenfield.

   “I think the 
most challenging 
piece has been 
the thought 
of getting up 
in front of 
everybody,” 
Mindy says. “He’s 
not a big public 
speaker.”

Like Harry 
himself, whose enthusiasms include knights, horses 
and monsters, his tikkun olam project was a bit 
unorthodox. He sampled a smorgasbord of social 
justice initiatives: he donated tzedakah funds to 
the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education; 
he volunteered at a food pantry; he assisted with 
games at Mishkan’s Purim carnival; he worked at a 
community harvest festival.

“He was most passionate about the animals,” 
Mindy says. In fact, he’d like to add to the family’s 
menagerie—currently a cat and two fish—by getting 
a turtle, a lizard or a snake. His parents’ response: 
“Sure, when you leave home, you’re welcome to get 
them.”

At school, Harry loves home ec, gym and English; 
it’s difficult, his parents say, to peel him away from a 
book. He talks about becoming a paleontologist.
“One of the neatest things for us has been seeing 
Harry grow and flex and realize that he can do the 
things that he’s sometimes a little nervous to do,” 
Mindy says. “For us, it’s been a real journey of pride.”

   On the day of his Bar Mitzvah, Harry will wear 
a tallis fashioned from pieces of three different 
tallitot, belonging to both grandfathers and one 
great-grandfather. It also includes a dragon design, 
which was Harry’s idea. “He’ll be wrapped in all that 
tradition,” says Mindy. “And it’s something he had a 
part in making.”

by Anndee Hochman
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One Book Mishkan’s Twelfth 
Annual Series:

What Shall We Read Together?

It’s hard to believe it’s that time of year again, 
and even harder to believe our One Book 
Mishkan program has been going strong 
for a dozen years (well, almost!). We’re 

always excited to 
embark on a new 
adventure combining 
literature, learning 
and community 
and we invite all 
Mishkan members 
to contribute 
suggestions.

What’s your idea for what we read next as a 
community? Feel free to send titles of specific 
books for consideration OR to send ideas of 
a topic for us to explore, even if you don’t 
have a specific title in mind. The book can be 
in any genre, as long as it’s specifically of Jewish 
interest/subject-matter.

Send your suggestions to Lillian Sigal, Library 
Committee Chair, at library@mishkan.org. We 
can’t wait to hear your ideas!

Thinking about Joining the 
Library Committee?

It’s a Great Time to Join 
a Great Team!

How about joining us for our May meeting 
as we begin to discuss next year’s One Book 
Mishkan selection? It’s a great way to get to 
know us and how we work, and get in on the 
ground floor of next year’s programming! All 
members are welcome to come check us out 
and see if our great committee is a good fit for 
your interests!


For meeting details, to discuss your interest 
in the committee, or to learn more about 
the Library and One Book Mishkan write us at: 
library@mishkan.org and visit our Library page at 
www.mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

Library by Sharon Rhode

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Gene Bishop, Anndee Hochman, Rivka Jarosh,
 Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, 

 Sharon Rhode, Susan Richards, Stephanie Shell and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:library@mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Rabbi’s Letter

(continued from page 2)

In the world of 21st century Reconstructionism, 
“truth” is certainly in flux. For example, as the new 
Exploring Judaism suggests, we are more questioning 
of the authority of the sciences than Kaplan was, 
even as we contend with staggering new scientific 
and technological advances. We are more questioning 
than Kaplan of the values of American society, and 
we feel ourselves being shaped by a multiplicity of 
identities and civilizations beyond the “living in two 
civilizations” credo. In light of the Holocaust and the 
never-ending eruption of brutal wars around the 
world, we question more vigorously than the human 
capability of achieving peace and “salvation” through 
politics, education and technology.
The hunger for meaning and purpose in our 
increasingly globalized world and NASA enhanced 
universe has moved us beyond the discussion in 
Kaplan’s time about theism and atheism. We know 
gravitate towards discussions about how to live 
more Godly and religiously authentic lives in a 
culture that champions individualism and personal 
happiness over communal commitment and 
peoplehood. 

Our embrace of egalitarianism since the founding 
of our movement has meant not only inclusion 
of women’s voices and feminist concerns, but a 
need for Jewish men to find a meaningful role in 
contemporary congregations, and a striving to 
support gay, bi-sexual, lesbian, trans-gendered Jews, 
interfaith/intermarried and inter-racial families. 
We also include those not Jews connected to 
Jewish communities, and Jews of multicultural 
heritage, among other groups. Even the nature of 
emerging paradigms for Jewish spiritual communities 
in the 21st century is unfolding as we wrestle with 
our current realities.

Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, a modern Orthodox rabbi and 
leading light of a pluralistic contemporary Judaism 
asked on a plenary panel about Jewish peoplehood 
today during the conference stated, “What is the 

overarching value and meaning and purpose that 
connect people- beyond the traditional ideas of 
being compelled by Divine covenant or cultural 
commitment. 

Rabbi Shaul Magid’s response included his 
observations about the generational passing 
currently underway. He stated that we must “live 
deeply embedded in one’s own experience knowing 
you cannot fully transfer your experience to the 
next generation. Millennial experience is very 
different and needs to be responded to differently- 
sensitivity to the nuances of changes and not 
assuming nostalgia or things are getting worse are 
compelling to next generations.”

Rabbi Deborah Waxman, the President of the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and the 
Jewish Reconstructionist Communities of which 
Mishkan Shalom is a member, offered that the 
Reconstructionist project of broadening inclusion 
and democratic egalitarian practice into Jewish life is 
one of the biggest intentions and implications for the 
future of the Jewish people. Jewish Peoplehood is not 
an end in itself rather a frame for higher values and 
action and being in the world.”

Rabbi Greenberg concluded, “Can you determine 
an affirmative distinctive inspiring Judaism that is 
not based in triumphalism- and if we are headed to 
become a World oriented religion then how do you 
affirm this? Let’s not be too protective of the past or 
only focused on the present let’s get back into the 
scrum together for the future’s sake.” 

Here’s to a future we are building together. Wrestling 
with Jewish peoplehood is in our hands, not 
someone else’s project. Informed, not determined by 
our heritage and tradition, we will forge the Judaism 
the upcoming generations inherit in the cauldron of 
today’s issues and needs. I welcome engaging with 
you in any of these thoughts and more. Let me know 
what you think!  Rabbishawn@mishkan.org 

http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org/exploring-judaism-a-reconstructionist-approach/
http://www.rabbisid.org/the-new-paradigm-spiritual-communities-initiative/
http://rabbiirvinggreenberg.com/
http://indiana.academia.edu/ShaulMagid
http://zeek.forward.com/articles/118426/
http://www.rrc.edu/administration/rabbi-deborah-waxman-phd
http://www.rrc.edu/
http://jewishrecon.org/
mailto:Rabbishawn@mishkan.org
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 Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim

Post and Joseph Post (sister and father of Nancy 
Post), and Judy Jasper Leicht, Vera Good and Loretta 
Solomon (friends of Eileen Levinson) in our prayers 
as well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah 
(full healing). 

May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

HINENI – Here I am
If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org 
and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete 
support to members in need of short term help, 
including meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask.

Are you receiving 
Acts of Caring via email?
Acts of Caring goes out to all Mishkan members. It 
is our communication central for sharing life cycle 
events and community needs for help.  If you are not 

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
We extend a hearty mazel tov to Georgia Condon 
and Harry Moss Dorfman and their families as they 
celebrate becoming B’nai Mitzvah.

Condolences
We extend loving condolences to: 

Mindy Maslin on the death of her mother, 
   Ruth Maslin
Evelyn Minick on the death of her husband, 
   Elliot Shelkrot
David Waldstreicher on the death of his mother.
Anna Forrester on the death of her father, 
   Macquorn Rankine Forrester
Ellen Weaver on the death of her father,
   Herbert J. Stein - Chaim Josef ben Beryl Moshe
   v’Golda
And Meryl Crean on the death of her father, 
   Harvey Crean

May Mindy, Evelyn, David, Anna, Ellen, Meryl and their 
families be comforted among all the mourners of 
Zion, and may their loved one’s memories be for a 
blessing.  

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members:
Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Bill Grey, 
Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Terry Fowler, Mark 
Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and 
Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v'Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit),  Devorah Michal bat Simcha v'David,(daughter 
of Rabbi Simcha Zevit), Sarah Bradley (mother 
of David Bradley), Debra Singer(sister of Karen 
Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan Windle), 
Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie 
Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & 
Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law 
of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie 

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom 
community learn about significant events 
in the lives of our members. In this way, 
we can reach out to one another in 
times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Florence Saul-5/2-Nisan 24
 Grandmother of Roberta Rossman 

Sidney Myers-5/4-Nisan 26
 Father of Phyllis Myers 

Ray Bradley-5/6-Nisan 28
 Father of David Bradley

Jean Jacobson-5/8-Nisan 30
 Grandmother of Steve Newman 

Nat Nisson-5/8-Nisan 30
 Uncle of Natalie Gorvine 

Bradd Levine-5/12-Iyar 4
 Partner of Bob Prischak 

Norman Lazin-5/13-Iyar 5
 Father of Brenda Lazin 

Samuel Goldstein-5/14-Iyar 6
 Father of Bea Leopold 

Reuben Wallach-5/15-Iyar 7
 Father of Lawrence Wallach 

Ralph Halstuch-5/16-Iyar 8
 Father of Helene Halstuch

Eve Bober-Bakely-5/18-Iyar 10
 Daughter of Jeff Bakely & Gail Bober 

Judy Goldberg-5/19-Iyar 11
 Elissa Goldberg 

Edgar Read-5/19-Iyar 11
 Father of Art Read 

Helene Strasser-5/20-Iyar 12
 Great Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Mildred Stone-5/21-Iyar 13
 Mother of Andrew Stone 

Sidney Shore-5/23-Iyar 15
 Father of Neal Shore 

Norman Weinstein-5/24-Iyar 16
 Father of Ken Weinstein 

Joseph Cushner-5/26-Iyar 18
 Grandfather of Barrie Levin 

Julian Mock-5/28-Iyar 20
 Father of Harry Mock 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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T’filot

Friday, May 20 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service and Yad l’Yad Ceremony, with Rabbis Shawn 
and Yael

Saturday, May 21 – Emor - 10:00 a.m. – A 
Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael, 
Celebrations! 5:30 p.m. – Minha Service, with 
Rabbi Shawn; Harry Moss Dorfman will be called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.

Saturday, May 28 – Behar – 10:00 a.m. – 
Shabbat Service, with Julie Benioff

Friday, May 6 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, May 7 – Aharei Mot – 9:00 a.m. 
– Tot Shabbat, Spiritual Direction Open Circle; 
10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, 
with Rabbi Yael; 5:00 p.m. – Minha Service, with 
Rabbi Shawn; Georgia Condon will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Tuesday, May 9 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh 
Iyar 2 Celebration

Saturday, May 14 – Kedoshim – 10:00 
a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn 
and participants from the Hebrew School; 
confirmation of Meah Garretson-Konow; 
11:00 a.m. - Family service led by Julie Benioff

Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

B’nai Mitzvah Fund
Susan Brooks and Brian McGuire
Andrew Soloway and Erica Eisenberg
Eve Weiss and John Spencer

General Donations
Jean Brody
Ilene Burak & Alexis Lieberman 
  – IHO Reading Torah
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall 
  – IHO of Rod MacNeil’s Birthday and Bill Grey
Rabbis Discretionary Fund

Jeff Gelles and Sharon Gornstein 
  – IHO David Piver’s years of service as President
Jeff Gelles and Sharon Gornstein 
  – IHO Abby and Ellen’s Wedding
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor 
  – IMO Bill Ruder, Ethel and Anna Pohl

Yahrzeit Memorial
Tsurah & Yosaif August
Doron Henkin & Victor Hall
Judy Lutz

Contributions


