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COUNTING OUR 
BLESSINGS

Students, mentors, family and 
friends honor Rabbi Yael’s 20 
years of service at Mishkan 
Shalom. More pics, page 10

Tenth Annual One Book Mishkan Program Series Concludes:
A Guide for the Perplexed, by Dara Horn

Arts Night Delights: An Evening of Performances 
Celebrating One Book Mishkan’s 10th Year 
Saturday, May 16, 7:30 p.m. 

Reception to follow.  Suggested donation $10.00

An evening of delights awaits us all as we gather for 
this latest installment of “Arts Night Delights,” now 
in its third year under the excellent direction of em-
pressaria Eileen Levinson. Members and friends of 
Mishkan Shalom will present a very special evening of 
music, art, poetry, and theatrical performances, built 
on themes from our One Book Mishkan, A Guide for 
the Perplexed, by Dara Horn.

We’re so pleased to welcome back performers Karen 
Meshkov, poet Susan Windle, Eileen Levinson and our 
own Rabbi Shawn Zevit. We’re extra pleased to wel-
come new performers Gerry and Estelle Alexander. 
Susan Richards will display a related art exhibit. And, 
once again, Makhelat Micha’el, our wonderful Mish-
kan Community Choir, joins us to add a joyful coda 
	 	 (continued	on	page	8)
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Rabbi’s Letter

 

to the Eternal, you shall observe a sacred occasion: 
you shall not work at your occupations” (Numbers 
28). “Then you shall observe the Feast of Weeks 
for the Eternal your God, offering your freewill 
contribution according as the Eternal your God has 
blessed you. You shall rejoice before the Eternal your 
God” (Deuteronomy 16).

In later centuries, in times of exile, we were 
disconnected or driven from lands where we had 
farmed. We began to view the Torah itself and 
revelation as the first fruit. Shavuot served as the 
annual downloading from the mainframe of Divine 
Truth to us wherever we were.

As Rabbi Emanuel Goldsmith, a student of Rabbi 
Mordechai Kaplan wrote in Reconstructionism Today, 
Spring 2002 Volume 9, Number 3: 

“For Reconstructionist Jews, the 
Torah is divine not in the sense that 
God dictated it to Moses, but in the 
sense that the Process by which our 
people discovered its laws, spun its 
narratives and authored its poetry is 
exactly what we mean by God. Even 
the ethical shortcomings of the Torah are 
a source of insight and instruction for us. 
In periods of religious introspection and 
exaltation, this spirit gives voice to those 
eternal ethical and spiritual insights in which 
we behold manifestations of a Power that is 
the ultimate source….”

As I look forward to “gathering around the foot of 
the mountain” again in collaboration with a fellow 
Reconstructionist and Northwest Philadelphia 
congregations at Germantown Jewish Center 
on Shavuot, I want to open to the Process and 
the Power that compels us to do justly and love 
compassionately in ways that have deepened and 
intensified this year..

Our wonderful celebration of Rabbi Yael’s twenty 
years at Mishkan was both an evening of honoring 
Rabbi Yael and her contributions to our community 
and the larger Jewish world, but also a reflection, 
celebration and forward looking moment for 

SHAVUOT AND THE MONTH 
OF REVELATION AND RELEASE

 
Click here for Shavuot Resources

“The Torah was given in public, openly in a free 
place. For had the Torah been given in Eretz Yisrael, 
the Israelites could have said to the nations of the 
world, “You have no share in it.” But now that it 
was given in the wilderness publicly and openly in 
a place that is free for all, everyone who wished to 
accept it could…Another reason: to avoid causing 
dissension among the tribes. Else one might have 
said, “In my territory the Torah was given.”…
therefore the Torah was given in the desert, publicly 
and openly, in a place belonging to no one.” 
Mechilta de R. Ishmael (Ex. 19.2, 20.2)

“We are not born free and equal, but we are born 
to become free and equal. It is the goal of all social 
endeavor to bring about equality in the inequality 
into which people are born. It is the goal of spiritual 
endeavor to make humanity free”. R. Mordecai M. 
Kaplan, Diary, June 1915

The beginning of May heralds in Shavuot, 
which originated as an agricultural 
festival. It celebrates the beginning (“first fruits”) 
of the wheat harvest in Israel that continues 
throughout the summer and ends with Sukkot in 
the Fall. “On the day of the first fruits, your Feast of 
Shavuot, when you bring an offering of new grain 

Mt. Sinai

https://mishkan.org/shavuot-resources
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support and information-sharing call the night of 
the recent riots in Baltimore. Our various religious 
perspectives and practices helped frame and contain 
the anger, frustration, hope and hopelessness, 
care and concern that will mobilize us into action. 
Philadelphia is not immune to the decades of racial 
inequality and economic disparity, in particular for 
our black brothers and sisters, and we do not need 
to wait for a revelation from Sinai to organize for 
change. Our deepening connections to various 
Muslim schools and mosques (Madjullah, Al Aqsa) in 
Philadelphia this past month is particularly important 
in light of the disparaging ads placed on SEPTA buses 
recently. I am proud of our POWER core team, New 
Jim Crow group and other tikkun olam efforts at 
Mishkan that keep us at the front and center of the 
many social, economic and ecological justice issues 
we confront. 

I want to stay mindful of the integrated approach 
to spirituality-activism-acts-of-caring, whether it is 
working with our b’nai mitzvah, organizing funds for 
meaningful purpose in our community, reveling in 
our annual retreat for all ages or gathering for our 
end of year community meeting, Wednesday, June 17.  
We will continue to develop and plan for next year 
and wrap up our meta-theme of SHMITA reflected 
in all aspects of our Mishkan this past year.

As we open to whatever is revealed to us this 
month, remember that your particular voice and 
journey offers new insights to the Torah we have 
inherited.  As Rabbi Lawrence Kushner writes in 
“God Was in This Place” p. 178:

“Each person has a Torah, unique to that person, his 
or her innermost teaching. Some people seem to 
know their Torahs very early in life and speak and 
sing them in a myriad of ways. Others spend their 
whole lives stammering, shaping, and rehearsing 
them. Some are long; some are short. Some are 
intricate and poetic, others are only a few words 
and still others can only be spoken by gesture and 
example. But every Soul has a Torah. To hear another, 
say “Torah is a precious gift.” Let us continue to 
share the Torah of our people and our lives together 
in ways that inspire us to live into wholeness. Keyn 
Yehi Ratzon - let it be!

what is yet to be revealed in our personal and 
congregational lives. This will not simply be “revealed 
to us” as we await guidance, we must participate in 
and support our community in multiple ways for us 
to have another twenty years together of meaningful 
Jewish spiritual life and activism. 

As Mordecai Kaplan states in one of the quotes 
above, we have to work for our freedom, for justice, 
for loving each other and engaging our neshamot, 
our souls in spiritual consciousness and action. 
Our new strategic direction that emerged from 18 
months of conversations affirms our statement of 
principles acts as a framework, but does not do the 
work for us.

As I meditate on how adequately to prepare my 
soul for this year’s Shavuot, my own need for a 
recommitment to daily spiritual practice (ranging 
from morning prayer or reading, getting outside 
once a day to be near our beautiful stream, quiet 
reflection, journaling, song, hitbodedut- talking 
aloud to God/Universe/Self and more) has become 
apparent. To do the “soul carrying,” the pastoral, 
administrative, managerial, program and service 
leadership as a rabbi cannot be sustainable in a 
vacuum. Our own daily practice, however defined, is 
a vital part of our own physical/emotional/spiritual 
balance.  As much as I feel blessed, what I offer 
as a spiritual leader—spiritual direction, prayerful 
services, teaching and so on—I know cannot remain 
centered and connected with myself/others/The 
One, without a daily dive below the surfact of busy 
activity.

Partnership with R. Yael, Julie Benioff, staff, incoming 
board and current and future committee chairs, 
all of our members as well as larger community is 
absolutely necessary. No one else will magically do 
the volunteer work needed alongside our small and 
remarkable staff to fulfill our mission and vision. 
Grounding in daily spiritual and well-being practice 
is as core to our work in the tikkon olam and acts 
of loving-kindness (gemilut hasadim) as anything else.

I am honored to have been newly elected as the co-
chair of the POWER clergy caucus with Reverend 
Mark Tyler. Our first act was to initiate a clergy 

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

https://mishkan.org/committee/tikkun-olam
https://mishkan.org/committee/tikkun-olam
https://mishkan.org/weekend-in-the-woods-may-29-30-31-registration-form-here
http://hazon.org/shmita-project/overview/
https://mishkan.org/whats-new/strategic-plan
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journeys.  You have supported me in sharing my 
seeking and discoveries. 
It takes a strong, faithful, vibrant community to 
allow their leaders to change.  And I am grateful 
beyond words for the ways your support and trust 
has guided me and urged me on.  A rabbinate is 
created in relationship.  

The best of who I am has been called forth by you.

And of course, all becoming is a team effort.  I give 
such thanks for all of you who have led and con-
tinue to lead our community and to all of you who 
give of your time and resources to sustain and 
uplift our community.  I give thanks to the 100s 
of families with whom I have shared moments of 
profound joy and deep sadness.  I am so grateful 
for our Shabbatot together, our high holidays, our 
Purim revelry, our Omer counting and our deep 
explorations of the gifts of our tradition.  I give 
thanks for raising candles of peace at the liberty 
bell together, for marching together against the 
war in Iraq and for walking together for peace in 
the streets of Philadelphia.  And the gratitude goes 
on and on.

As we know it wasn’t always easy, and---such is life.  
Here we are and what a joy it is to arrive at this 
moment.  As the psalmist sings—As for me, in your 
abundant hesed, I will enter your house and lay 
myself down in awe.  Psalm 5:8

With abundant love, I enter this moment, and I 
bow deeply in gratitude and awe.

May our journeys together continue in strength 
and joy and may the words of our mouths, the 
meditations of our hearts and the work of our 
hands together bring forth healing and peace.

So much love and gratitude, 
   Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends,

It is with such deep gratitude I come to the cel-
ebration of my 20 years at Mishkan Shalom.  I am 
awed by all that is contained in this passage of 
time.   Among you, guided by you, urged on by you, 
I have grown and become the rabbi, the person 
that I am.  There are so many things to say.  The 
stories, discoveries, encounters, the sacred beauty 
of so many years could go on for volumes.  Let me 
aim for the ikar—the essential—by calling forth 
gratitude.

I am so grateful to be woven into the fabric of 
your lives.  I am so grateful for the honor to be 
with you in all that life brings.  To travel together 
through these many years is rich beyond measure.  
To lead B’nai Mitzvah for students I named as 
infants and officiate at weddings for those who 
were in my first teen class—to enter into Shabbat 
together again and again—to encounter the Torah 
again and anew, to journey through the holiday 
cycles, to discover, learn and explore together—to 
cry together, to laugh and dance--these relation-
ships --these experiences -- are the treasures of 
life and I bow in such thanks for all we share.

From the very first moment I began at Mishkan 
Shalom, Rabbi Brian Walt guided me in seeking 
what was true, real and present.  Speak your heart, 
find your passion he urged through his words and 
actions---meet the world, meet the moment with 
eyes and heart wide open-- trust in this. Brian was 
a teacher and friend extraordinaire and I am so 
grateful to have become a rabbi with his guidance 
and love.

Within this community I have grown and changed.  
My prayer life, theology, ritual observances, and 
spiritual practices have all undergone transforma-
tion.  As a community you have encouraged me 
to teach from my explorations and guide from my 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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President’s Letter by David Piver

Let Us Celebrate The Mishkan 
And Fervently Invite Others Into 
The Community

As we have recently passed-through Passover, we 
have been again blessed for passing out of the nar-
row places in ourselves, on our way to living sus-
tainably, conscious of the sacred earth. It is often 
through what seems to be a miracle--the parting of 
the Red Sea--of encountering seemingly insurmount-
able obstacles, by gathering as a community of deep 
faith, that what seems impossible becomes actual.  
And we gather in Seder each year to remember and 
be inspired on our individual journeys through this 
precious sacred earth and on our journey as a spiri-
tual, social activist, inclusive community. 

As our programming year comes to an end, we 
count the Omer toward Shavuot and begin to an-
ticipate the Days of Awe and Remembrance when 
we embrace our highest potential.  In doing so, we 
are presented with the opportunity and the impera-
tive to call others into the blessings of the Mishkan 
community. Why opportunity and imperative? We are 
blessed with a burgeoning, spiritually vibrant commu-
nity. Our rabbis are reaching new depths of insight, 
and they are bringing practices to the community of 
pastoral loving kindness and social justice actions of 
great abundance. Our members are engaged in all 
aspects of these activities as well, both as lay leaders 
and as enthusiastic participants in the richness of the 
community. 

The imperative now is to increase our membership 
in the year ahead. We the members of Mishkan are 
the main source of this growth because we know 

the benefits of Mishkan most intimately.  Rebound-
ing from a low of 165 households, we have stabilized 
beautifully at more than 200 households for the past 
two years. This news portends well for our future. 
But more is required on Mishkan’s journey out of 
Mitzraim as a fully sustainable community. Moreover, 
we have an amazing soul and life enriching “here 
here” now and the imperative is to share it with 
others, to invite others into the Temple of our com-
munity for the richness with which we bless each 
other.

I am entering my final year in the role of president 
and, in my vision, we need to increase our com-
munity by about 25 additional households to reach 
a more sustainable financial base. We need to bring 
new members, and return former members, to help 
realize the vision of stronger and more enduring 
Mishkan in our lives and in our community. It is a 
calling forth by Reconstructionist teachings to bring 
others into our Jewish community. To accomplish 
this we need to each become agents of engagement-
-reaching out and inviting others into our commu-
nity to benefit as well, from the soulful connections 
here and through the lineage handed down to us 
through the teachings of Torah. 

Please invite your friends to our High Holidays, to 
Shabbat services, Torah study, to a social or other 
study event on the Mishkan calendar. The opportuni-
ties for growth, study and engagement are limitless. 
Let us together manifest this additional abundance 
and vitality in our community. 

With Love Always,
   David E. Piver



I would also like to 
thank fully and com-
pletely Andy Soloway 
who has been our 
Board Representa-
tive for the last three 
years. He will go off the 
Board.  He has 
been a constant advo-
cate for the interests 
of our school. We will 
miss his hard work. 

The Education Commit-
tee has had a few subcommittees. We have one that is 
working on having a Flea Market on September 20 
as a fundraiser for us. Another committee is creating 
proposals and ideas for educating our children with 
learning challenges. There has been a subcommittee 
who has tried to oversee the transition to Teen pro-
gramming. We also have people working on promot-
ing our school and there is a person who will help 
with analyzing the curriculum to determine if there 
needs to be changes. 

Next year, we will continue our work with a new 
Education Committee Chair, Keely Newman. Mother 
of Talia and Sasha, she has successfully launched the 
auction for the past two years. We are lucky to have 
her talents focused on us in the school. 

I want to thank all the families of Mishkan, the teach-
ers and the staff that have been so supportive of our 
school and programs. Join us for the family Retreat 
on May 29-May31. Get to know the young and old 
that come to this great retreat.  

I wish you a healthy summer. The school will re-
open on Wednesday, September 16 for the two day 
a week students. The Sunday school children will 
return on September 20 for their first day. Plan on 
coming to our Flea Market fundraiser for that Sun-
day, May 20. 

B’shalom,
   Rivka Jarosh
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Congregational School
Dear All,

It is hard to believe that we have finished another 
year at Mishkan Shalom! Our last day for our Sunday 
School children will be May 17. The last day for our 
Gimel-Zayin students ( 3rd through 7th graders) will 
be May 20. We have had a very good year with some 
innovative projects and activities. There have been 
plays performed, holidays celebrated and plain old 
learning of Hebrew, Prayer, Ethics and History.  Even 
our regular learning is done with projects, art and 
drama activities.

Our Zayin Class is getting ready to move on to the 
Teen group. In order to help them get acquainted 
with the teen programs, they have had a taste of 
what it will be like to be in the Teen group. Rabbi 
Shawn met with the students in April to do activities 
that the Teen Leadership Seminar would do. Jake, our 
teen leader, demonstrated a fun program for our 
more social Teen group. Gabby Kaplan Mayer will let 
the Zayin group join the others on May 13, as they 
cook for Food for Thought program. 

Our year will end with an acknowledgement of how 
special each of our students is. Please join us either 
Sunday morning, May 17, from 10:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m., 
as we honor each student with an individual certifi-
cate of their special contribution this year. Please 
consider coming on 
Wednesday, May 20,, 
as we say something 
special about each of 
our two day a week 
students.

In addition to saying 
goodbye for the sum-
mer to most of our 
students, we will also 
say good bye to our 
Education Commit-
tee Chair, Margaret Berger Bradley. She has been on 
the committee for five years and she has been Chair 
of the Committee for the last two years. Each Chair 
has a different emphasis. Margaret worked to link 
the school and the synagogue more closely. She also 
worked to make the transition between Rabbi Linda 
and Rabbi Shawn smoother.  

by Rivka Jarosh
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Don’t Miss Out! 
Join us in the Poconos: 
May 29, 30 & 31

The lovely month of May holds many wonders, 
among which is a very special weekend, when we 
leave everything behind, head due north, and land in 
our own alternate universe, 
Camp JRF in the rolling 
green Pocono Mountains. 
We don’t have to plan – 
everything’s all arranged! 
We don’t have to cook 
– really yummy, healthful 
meals and snacks are 
served! We don’t have to 
clean-up our rooms…it’s 
camp! We can walk or talk 
or study or pray or play or 
swim or sing or do crafts 
or puzzles or sports or 
stretch or show off (at the 
Talent Show) or schmooze 
(at Happy Hour) or go biking or hiking or sleep or 
do not much of anything at all…just as we like

Open to Members and Friends…
Register Now!
Our Weekend in the Woods welcomes all members 
of Mishkan Shalom as well as family and friends, 
particularly those who may want to get to know 
our community a little better.  So, invite your friends 
and register now…ideally by May 15, when your 
registration form and final payment are due.

Can’t Come for the Whole Weekend? 
Come for Part of It!
Our weekend get-away includes a one-night-stay 
option, including three meals, if your schedule 
doesn’t allow you to be away for the full weekend. 
If you’d like to attend, but cost is an issue, please 
contact Karen Singer – we want everyone to be able 
to participate.

Either way, see the Retreat article on our website 
homepage (www.mishkan.org) and link to the

(continued	page	10)

Weekend in the Woods  By Sharon Rhode

Ask a Retreat-nik
by Lisagail Zeitlin

Q: What’s the food like?

A: The food at the retreat is delicious! It’s a camp 
– not a gourmet restaurant. There are no waiters. 
It’s self-serve – you grab a plate and decide what 

you want. Breakfasts are 
traditional – eggs, toast, hot 
and cold cereal, fruit, yogurt. 
Lunches and dinners are 
hot meals (vegetarian). They 
are kid- and adult-friendly. 
There’s a huge salad bar 
out for every meal. There’s 
always dessert! Coffee, tea, 
snacks and fruit are available 
all day.

Q: Cabins? Explain. 

A: The cabins are all a 
short walk from the dining hall where most activities 
start. They have bunk beds with mattresses. You 
supply the sleeping bag and pillow. Each bunk bed has 
a big drawer for your stuff. Each bunk has bathrooms 
and showers with plenty of hot water. Lots of 
windows, all screened, but when we go – no bugs, 
yet. Bonus!
For more privacy, you can book a private room in 
the lodge above the dining hall. They are limited in 
number. Some have private baths, some have shared 
baths. They are first-come, first-served – so you 
should book those as soon as you can!

Q: How is the time scheduled? 

A: It’s a very relaxing weekend, but with plenty of 
choices of what to do. There’s always something 
going on, if you want to be active. You also have the 
option to sit – breathe in the woods, sit alone, or 
find a place to chat with new or old friends. You can 
walk, you can play, you can plan your performance 
for the Talent/No-Talent show. Nothing is required 
of you – except to enjoy this wonderful Weekend in 
the Woods!

http://www.mishkan.org
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Library (continued	from	page	1)

to our 10th year of reading 
and learning together, under 
the baton of conductor Miri-
am Davidson.

Finally, we want to offer spe-
cial thanks, in advance, Karen 
Smith for all her amazing help 
on the technical side of staging 
Arts Night.

We hope you’ll join us for this delightful evening of 
performances and stay to enjoy each other’s com-
pany as we celebrate ten full years of our One Book 
Mishkan program series.

What Shall We Read Next Year?

It’s that time, again! What shall we read together next 
year? Send us your suggestions for books we can read 
together, whose themes will challenge and engage us!

To learn more about our Library and our One Book 
Mishkan program series, visit our Library page at: https://
mishkan.org/committee/library-committee or write us 
at library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library…or at 

by Sharon Rhode

One Book Mishkan:
Ten Years, Ten Books!

 a The Plot Against America, by Philip Roth

 a Betraying Spinoza, by Rebecca Goldstein

 a Who Wrote the Bible,                                  
by Richard Elliott Friedman

 a The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew 
and the Heart of the Middle East,                           
by Sandy Tolan

 a Call It Sleep, by Henry Roth

 a Sweet and Low: A Family Story,                   
by Rich Cohen

 a As A Driven Leaf, by Rabbi Milton Steinberg

 a What We Talk About When We Talk 
About Anne Frank, by Nathan Englander

 a The Golem and the Jinni,                             
by Helene Wecker

 a A Guide for the Perplexed, by Dara Horn

Weekend in the Woods (continued	from	previous	page)

													(continued	from	previous	page)
Brochure & Registration Form, the easy online 
Retreat payment page and our Weekend in the 
Woods webpage, where you can read comments 
from past attendees. One of my favorites, from one 
of our younger retreatniks:  “re T R E A T !!” 
What more is there to say?

Young & Old and In-between: Getting to 
Know Fellow Members
Well, there is one more thing to say...there’s really 
no better way to meet and get to know Mishkaners 

from different parts of the community. And there’s a 
wonderful, unmatched, opportunity to hang out with 
Mishkaners of all ages and stages…something else 
that makes our Weekend in the Woods one not to 
be missed!

Lisagail Zeitlin and Karen Singer, our fabulous 
Retreat Committee Co-Chairs, would be happy to 
answer any questions you may have…just write to: 
retreat@mishkan.org. 

See you in the Poconos!

https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee
mailto:library@mishkan.org
mailto:retreat%40mishkan.org?subject=
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Call for Reading Volunteers 

By Joel Silver

For the past six months I have been in discussion 
with Rabbi Shawn and David Piver about organizing 
a group of Mishkan volunteers to read to children 
in a public school.  Research clearly demonstrates 
the benefits to young children when they read 
with adults periodically during the week even if 
for only an hour.  Many of the children in our city 
are growing up without this type of active adult 
involvement.
 
I am hoping that we can begin this activity early in 
the next school year starting in September.  The 
first step is to gauge interest on the part of the 
congregation. Once I determine the extent of 
interest, I can organize a meeting and discuss the 
next steps.  
 
If you would be interested in dedicating an hour to 
this activity on a weekly or bi-weekly basis, please 
contact me at joelsmsg@comcast.net. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Watering Help Needed !

The Spring sun has finally arrived, soon to followed 
by summer heat.

Our site looks great, thanks to the efforts of 
the Dalet Class (lining our stream with stones, 
creating fencing with red sticks and yarn), the Site 
Committee, and the professional help of Brian 
Boyd.  Earlier groups planted bulbs, whose shoots 
are now poking through the soil.   Our slope has 
been cleaned, and precious young trees have been 
planted.

Now is the time to plan for summer watering!  
We need a volunteer each week, willing to haul 
hoses for an hour or so, May through August.  The 
greater the number of volunteers, the fewer times 
any one of us needs to show up.  A continued 
cool Spring may mean that May volunteers are off 
the hook, while a stormy Summer may help July 
volunteers - but we need to cover 18 weeks. Your 
water will make a difference ! 

For questions contact Linsey Will at linseywill@
gmail.com, 267.639.4760

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, Rivka Jarosh,

 Gabrielle Kaplan-Mayer, Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, 
Maria Paranzino, David Piver, Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell,

 Linsey Will, Lisagail Zeitlin and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:joelsmsg%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:linseywill%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:linseywill%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:levinsone%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Counting Our Blessings  (continued	from	page	1)
The evening that began with toasts of praise, gratitude and love continued after dinner. More heart-felt tributes 
given by students and mentors followed, plus the presentation of a beautiful hand-crafted mosaic in honor of R. 
Yael’s service, the warmth of a community Havdalah, and the unparalleled rollicking dance music from the Ken 
Ulansey Ensemble.
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Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie 
Post (sister of Nancy Post) and Judith Morgan 
Leicht (friend of Eileen Levinson) in our prayers as 
well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM
 
If you have life circumstances that would be helped 
by short-term support and/or help with concrete 
tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal 
at actsofcaring@mishkan.org or please phone 
Sharon at 610 574 1705 or 610 649  0274. We 
will reach out to the community and coordinate 
help with needs such as transportation to doctor 
appointments, meals, errands, as well as visits. 

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. Please notify us if you want a name 
added to, or removed from, our “Ongoing love, 
support, and prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
by Gene Bishop & Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov

We send a hearty mazel tov to Rabbi Yael Levy 
and the entire Mishkan Shalom community as we 
celebrate 20 years together.  We also say mazel tov to 
Deenah Loeb and Peter Handler, who each received 
public recognition and awards for their work on 
preserving and protecting the environment

Condolences

We extend condolences to Margot Stein on the 
death of her son Aryeh Stein-Azen, to Steve Jones 
on the death of his mother Madelein Patricia (Pat) 
Callaghan Jones, to Jan Hamer on the death of her 
father Joseph P. Hamer and to Anndee Hochman 
on the death of her father Stan Hochman.  May 
Margot, Steve, Jan and Anndee and their families 
be comforted among all the mourners of Zion and 
all humanity and may the memories of Aryeh, Pat, 
Joseph and Stan be for a blessing.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members   Jay 
Tarler, Bill Grey, Robin Berenholz , Bernice Bricklin, 
Jean Brody/Louis Schwartz, Wendy Caplin, Mark 
Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz , 
Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Judy Goldberg (mother of Elissa 
Goldberg), Evelyn Bishop (mother of Gene Bishop), 
Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana v’Ahron 
Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Arnold Schein 
(father of Susan Schein), Sarah Bradley (mother 
of David Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of Karen 
Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan Windle), 
Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie 
Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & 
Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law 
of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Helene Strasser-5/1-Iyar 12
 Great Grandmother of Wendy Galson

Mildred Stone-5/2-Iyar 13
 Mother of Andrew Stone 

Norman Weinstein-5/5-Iyar 16
 Father of Ken Weinstein 

Joseph Cushner-5/7-Iyar 18
 Grandfather of Barrie Levin 

Julian Mock-5/9-Iyar 20
 Father of Harry Mock

Rose Cushner-5/14-Iyar 25
 Grandmother of Barrie Levin 

Howard Rothman-5/16-Iyar 27
 Father of Ronni Rothman 

Janet Crimm-5/18-Iyar 29
 Mother of Walt Crimm 

Reuben Crimm-5/18-Iyar 29
 Father of Walt Crimm 

Allan Kelvin-5/18-Iyar 29
 Father of Lisa Tuttle 

Herbert Sher-5/18-Iyar 29
 Father of Dan Sher 

Robert Garretson-5/19-Sivan 1
 Father of Janet Garretson

Leah Kohen-5/21-Sivan 3
 Mother of Arnie Kohen 

Irene Horn-5/22-Sivan 4
 Mother of D’vorah Horn-Greenberg

Sidney Shore-5/22-Sivan 4
 Father of Neal Shore 

Eleanor Blatt-5/23-Sivan 5
 Sister of Lynne Iser 

Eugene Steiker-5/23-Sivan 5
 Father of Ellen Steiker 

Alvin Goldberg-5/26-Sivan 8
 Father of Elissa Goldberg 

Phil Wertheim-5/26-Sivan 8
 Father of Ellen Tichenor 

Claire Myers-5/27-Sivan 9
 Mother of Phyllis Myers 

Marci Resnick-5/28-Sivan 10
   Wife of Stephen Jones 

Irvin Belasco-5/30-Sivan 12
 Father of Andrea Belasco

Label Masters-5/31-Sivan 13
 Uncle of Steve Masters

Lawrence Weinreb-5/31-Sivan 13
 Brother of Lisa Weinreb-Mervis

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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Saturday, May 2 – Aharei Mot-Kedoshim – 
8:45 a.m. Gratefulness Chanting, with Shoshana 
Bricklin; 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.  Spiritual Direction 
Circle; 10:00 a.m. A Way In Mindfulness Service, 
with Rabbi Yael

Friday, May 8 – 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, May 9 – Emor – 8:45 a.m. 
Gratefulness Chanting, with Shoshana Bricklin; 
9:00 a.m. Tot Shabbat, with Rivka; 10:00 a.m. 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Friday, May 15 – 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn

T’filot

Saturday, May 16 – Behar-Behukotai – 8:45 
a.m. Gratefulness Chanting, with Shoshana Bricklin; 
10:00 a.m. A Way In Mindfulness Service, with 
Rabbi Yael; Celebrations!

Monday, May 18 – 7:00 p.m. Rosh Hodesh 
Sivon Celebration

Friday, May 22 – Village Shabbat

Saturday, May 23 – Shavuot Eve – B’Midbar 
– 8:45 a.m. Gratefulness Chanting, with Shoshana 
Bricklin; 10:00 a.m. Shabbat Service, with Rabbi 
Shawn

Saturday, May 30 – Naso – 10:00 a.m. A Way 
In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.


