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“UPSTANDING” FOR WHO WE ARE 
AND OUR PEOPLE

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

These days I think I am 
experiencing Purim as a 
daily show--larger than life 
characters operating on 
impulse and sometimes 
shadowy motives. Still in 
the midst of it all, there is a 
call to find strength through 
engaging in the hidden and revealed, in the masked and the 
exposed. Purim arrives!

Purim means “to cast lots”. We read the well-crafted drama of 
the Purim story from the Hebrew Bible, Megillat (The Scroll of) 
Esther; celebrate with a festive meal/seudat Purim; give tzedakah 
directly to those in need, mattanot l’evyonim, not through third 
parties, and give mishloach manot, deliver festive goodies to 
friends. We are encouraged to connect deeply with the Purim 
story, dress up in masks and costumes, hiding as it were, just like 
Esther did until her Uncle Mordechai challenges and supports her 
to reveal her true Jewish identity. 

Even the Talmud discusses the practice of drinking “spirits” on 
Purim to the extent we can no longer tell who is good and evil, 
and are less able to make these internal distinctions in order to 
reveal our true selves. Esther’s name is derived from the word 
for that which is hidden or “nistar”. We enter the story, inhabit the 
roles, claim our true heritage and identity, then celebrate and 
release our tightly wound self-image. 

There is a traditional playfulness and frivolity that developed 
around Purim, often in troubled times. We try on masks of 
shadow and light, explore our own stories without being too 
defined by them and in the process, reveal more about our 
essential selves. We can step for a moment into what a different 
persona or costume might express, lampoon our own foibles 
and loosen the grip of self-judgment. We also give ourselves 
permission to inhabit and satirize our communal, national or 
global circumstances--where what is hidden and unspoken gets 
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March 11-12

IT’S PURIM!
Friday, March 10, 5:00 pm

Celebrations!
A Sensory-Friendly Carnival, Kid-friendly 

Shabbat Dinner, 
Stories & Songs! 

Saturday, March 11, 7:00 pm
Megillah Reading
& Community Celebration 

Sunday, March 12, 9:30 am
School Purim Carnival

with Or Hadash

http://www.jewishrecon.org/resources/378
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-purim-meal/
http://www.sefaria.org/sheets/11355
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishloach_manot
https://mishkan.org/events/2017-03-12/purim-carnival-at-or-hadash
https://mishkan.org/events/2017-03-11/feast-of-purim-celebration-stonger-together
https://mishkan.org/events/2017-03-12/purim-carnival-at-or-hadash
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satirized in a way that gives us perspective and 
empowerment over that which is and is not in our 
control.

Esther’s journey (like God who is not named and 
is the “hidden one in this book”) moves her from 
obscurity to secrecy to revealing her true self and 
taking a stand at great risk for her people.  Her story 
can inspire us as we respond to many issues that we 
try to tackle for the sake of justice and for the 

well-being of our precious planet.
Thanks to modern Jewish feminist thought, 
Vashti, King Ahashverous’s wife, has been 
claimed as one of the champions of the story, 
as she risked and lost her own standing by 
saying “No to the King” as our own Rabbi 
Margot Stein sings in her co-written Purim song.

To me, this is actually in keeping with Esther’s 
own journey towards self-revelation and values-
-clarification, and what we as Jews, partners and 
allies wrestle with as we do the dance of being safe 
enough to hide out and be loved for our patterns 
and viewpoints, and strive to grow and unmask our 
surface presentation.  Together, we discover the 
deeper Divine potential locked in each of us. 

As recent Bat Mitzvah Mira Young taught us--
being an “upstander” is part of being an adult. This 
means stepping out of our comfort zone to defend 
ourselves, our families, our neighbors, whether 
they be Muslim, immigrants or refugees, people, 
children with disabilities or our elderly, anyone under 
threat of losing their healthcare coverage, gender 
or reproductive rights, any group including our 
own Jewish community being targeted by our own 

elected officials or fellow citizens with prejudicial 
intent.

I look forward to what we will discover as we cast 
our lots (pur) together and unroll the scroll of our 
own stories and our people’s stories for all to hear 
once more Saturday night, March 11, at 7:00 p.m. 
And I look forward to celebrating with all of you 
at our multiple events this month at Mishkan 
and the many actions, marches for justice out 
o our membership in and work with  POWER, 
New Sanctuary Movement, HIAS and more. Hag 
Purim Sameah!

(continued from previous page)Rabbi’s Letter

http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/she-said-no
http://www.bullybust.org/students/upstander
https://mishkan.org/power-at-mishkan
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://hiaspa.org/
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by Ellen TichenorPresident’s Letter
When a great ship is in harbor and moored, it is safe.  
There can be no doubt.  But that is not what great ships 
are made for.                      - Clarissa Pinkola Estes

Dear Friends,

Our Mishkan for me is both harbor and launchpad; 
both are essential for my well-being.  Our Night of 
Many Dinners brought us into harbor.  Not only did 
we have a wonderful evening with new and old friends, 
including some members we hadn’t known before, but 
the night was richer for the circle we made all around 
the city and near suburbs, enjoying each other’s com-
pany, generously supporting Mishkan and strengthening 
our web of community connection.  Personally, it was 
a moment to relax for the first time in many weeks, 
affirming around a warm and sometimes hilarious table, 
who we are and a future we commit to together.  

Also at anchor, Purim comes in this month of Adar.  It 
is the story of a king from a tribe of Persian strangers, 
a stubborn queen, an evil grand vizier, a wise young 
Jew and his brave woman cousin, who was not yet the 
new Queen.  Esther speaks truth; the King listens.  Evil 
is vanquished and innocence prevails.  So Mishkaners 
will celebrate another close call with skits and parody, 
masks and merriment.  At Purim, as at our Night of 
Many Dinners, we don’t make change: we laugh and are 
silly, hopefully witty, and enjoy it either way.  We come 
to celebrate that this time, it came round right, and 
we go out and keep trying to make right what’s gone 
wrong with the world.

Every laugh, every service, every simha and sorrow, 
every teaching, every turning and action we share in 
community nurtures and fortifies us.

From Mishkan, we are supporting Sanctuary in the 
Streets, training to protect immigrants, some who are 
friends and family, from being rounded up for deporta-
tion. In-house, last month we hosted the local chapter 
of Sisters of Salaam/Shalom; we were seventy-five Mus-
lim and Jewish women of all ages, women who, feeling 
unsafe and endangered by the winds of hate blowing 
through America, find strength in solidarity.  We are 
preparing, through POWER, to speak truth to our rep-
resentatives in Harrisburg. As a whole community and 
as community-strengthened individuals, we are going 
out to make right.

At our lovely Tu B’Sh’vat Seder, I thought about sacrifice, 
wondering if it means something different when we 
choose it – first fruits, nuts, a goat, grain -- from what 
it means when without leave, our lives, freedom, land, 
safety are just taken away. We say that soldiers sacrifice 
their lives, and that Buddhist monks who self-immolate 
sacrifice themselves in fiery protest.  Is that because 
they made the choice?  Then what’s the verb for what 
innocent civilians do?  For immigrants being deported, 
for victims of gun violence? What shall we call that?  
Are they sacrificing, or do they just lose? So many in 
this world have no choice about their suffering and 
their losses.  During the Temple period sacrificial of-
fering was called kurban, from a Hebrew root meaning 
to elevate, hence the term offering up. The same root is 
in the word karov, meaning to mend, or amend, to come 
closer. If we do t’shuvah, make amends, act to mend the 
torn wholecloth of our diverse humanity, maybe then 
the terrible losses the world endures can rightly be 
called sacrifices.  Because we will have learned some-
thing and chosen a different path.  

Adar is also the month when we gathered at Sinai to 
receive G-d’s revelation.  The parsha this week is Yitro, 
Jethro--a non-Jew so worthy that this liminal moment 
of our history actually begins with him.  I found a mi-
drash that explains his importance this way:  Jethro was 
one of three advisors called to counsel the Pharoah 
about a troubling dream he (Pharoah) had about the 
Jewish slaves.  One counselor, Balaam, spewed hatred 
toward the troublesome Jews and urged Pharoah to kill 
their first-born sons.  The second counselor, Job, sat on 
the fence with indecision and fear, and ceded the deci-
sion to Pharoah.  Only Jethro sought to recall and un-
derstand what had already transpired between Pharoah 
and the Jews to that point, and said simply, “You must 
not do evil to them.”  For this he was summarily de-
ported to Midian, where he tended sheep, became High 
Priest, and took in Moses, who married his daughter 
Zipporah.  This truth–seeking, truth-speaking Egyptian 
was at Sinai because he acted to prevent evil, thereby 
sacrificing his position and privilege at court.  He was 
there because he embraced a larger truth, that G-d is 
One.  And this stranger was at Sinai because, simply, We 
the People are part of each other.

May your coming in and your going out be blessed,

With you,
Ellen   
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 As Reconstructionists, it is imperative we study 
these early fashion statements to best determine 
what our rabbis of today should be wearing.  Simple 
or elaborate?  Crimson or gold?  And what about 
those bells--should we be thinking something a bit 
more contemporary?  These are questions we must 
address as a community. 

And hopefully we will get a chance to do this and 
more when we gather for Purim on Saturday night, 
March 11.

Come as you are.  Come as you aren’t.

And remember--
Fashion Is Everything ---  And We Are What We 
Wear. 

Happy Purim,
Shalom, Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends,

The Torah portion, Tetzaveh that leads us into 
the holiday of Purim, is perhaps one of the most 
important passages of the entire Torah.   For it is 
here that we learn what the fashion-conscious Priest 
should wear when stepping forward to serve the 
Divine.

Our early Priests wore bold, elaborate outfits that 
said clearly, “I am here.”  Flowing robes with plentiful 
shoulder pads were adorned with crimson, gold, 
blue and purple yarns.   A large headdress allowed 
for a bad hair day to pass unnoticed and small silver 
bells edging the bottom of the robes made even the 
dullest Priest into something exciting.   And when 
it came to accessorizing they were never at a loss.  
Large pendant necklaces were popular--with twelve 
stones of various colors, textures and hues. These 
pendants were heavy but well worth the neck and 
back strain they produced.

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness

Stay after the concert for desserts 
and drinks with the musicians

THE HEARTBEAT ENSEMBLE: 
Israeli and Palestinian musicians

Manal Malshi, Aaron Schneyer and 
Dana Herz, and guest Ami Yares 

SATURDAY
APRIL 29

7:00 PM

Save the date!

Mishkan Shalom’s most important fundraiser of the year!

For tickets, prices and more information,
visit: www.mishkan.org

www.mishkan.org


Since we have finished Tu B’sh’vat, Purim is coming 
soon. Saturday, March 11, we as a congregation will 
be celebrating Purim. You will hear more about this 
as the week goes on.  On Sunday, March 12, we go 
to Or Hadash in Fort Washington to do a joint Purim 
Carnival. It is a fun day especially for young children. 
Join us there with your grandchildren. I am looking 
for teens and adults who would like to help by 
running a booth. Let me know. It is fun to do and it 
helps make it fun for the children who come.

Each class has a theme that they are studying. Our 
Gimel children have researched the immigrant 
relatives who brought their families to this country. 
Come join the children on Friday, March 24, as they 
show what they learned by creating a play to tell 
their story. They will also be joining their parents 
as the parents describe why they came to Mishkan 
Shalom. Each child will receive a gift from the 
synagogue. 

Have a great, warm month,

Rivka
              

Dear All,

Last month was an active one for Mishkan Shalom 
Congregational School. Our own Julia Weekes 
organized a contingent of both her Gimel/Dalet 
students and her teens to go downtown to join a 
rally in honor of Jewish and Muslim Youth standing 
together around our immigrant situation in the US. 
That rally was Wednesday, February 8.  We were 
very proud to see some of our students get up at 
the microphone to express strong views about not 
allowing any travel bans to the USA from Muslim 
countries.

February 11 was our third Shabbat school day. It was 
Tu B’sh’vat. It was a lovely day with the little ones 
doing fruit drawing, the Gimel/Dalet class writing love 
notes to the trees and the Hay and Vav class leading 
most of the service. We were also proud as one of 
our Zayin students, Gabrielle Schwager, gave a talk 
about modern day slavery. This Shabbat school idea 
was new for us this year. We are going to evaluate 
how it went later this month. Each of the days we 
had 66 to 75% of the students. The students seemed 
to enjoy the Shabbat school, and we had some nice 
feedback from parents who came to services. 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

 Contributors include:
 Gene Bishop, Rivka Jarosh, Lance Laver, Margaret Lenzi, Eilen Levinson, 

Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Michael Ramberg, Sharon Rhode, 
Stephanie Shell, Ellen Tichenor, and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com
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THANKS TO ALL FOR A GREAT 
AND SUCCESSFUL EVENING!
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by Margaret Lenzi

As we begin to move through 2017, we all realize 
that we are in a new reality.  The new administra-
tion is proposing policy and programs that harm 
women, workers, immigrants, our health and edu-
cation systems and the environment, just to name 
a few.  It strikes at the core of our values and the 
Jewish imperative to repair the world. At the same 
time, we also realize that there are millions of us that 
are fighting back because this is not the America we 
want.  And POWER is right there with us -- bringing 
our communities of faith together, building the local 
relationships that will sustain us, organizing actions 
and projects, and training us with the skills we need 
to transform our society.

Now is the time to get involved with POWER if you 
haven’t done so already.  POWER is a coalition of 45+ 
congregations in the city who have been working for 
social and economic justice, primarily through action 
teams in the areas of education, economic and racial 
justice:

• The Education Team will continue to push for 
more of the education funds to go through the 
Fair Funding Formula and will work with Our 
City/Our Schools Coalition to abolish the School 
Reform Commission so that there can be local 
democratic control of Philadelphia public schools

• The Economic Dignity Team is concentrating 
on the $15 minimum wage campaign (POWER 
already got a $12 minimum wage for all airport 
workers in a prior campaign); public banking; 
green jobs in solar power area; and implement-
ing the Poverty Summit Philly solutions to Philly 
problems.  

• The Live Free Team will continue to educate 
around mass incarceration and take action for 
criminal justice reform.  They will be looking at 
the Philly D.A. race to inject a racial justice plat-
form for candidates. 

A project of POWER’s Live Free Action Team is the 
showing of the film 13th on March 5, Sunday 3:00 
p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at Rabbi Shawn’s house. This academy 
award nominated film examines the 13th amendment’s 
prohibition against slavery, and its perpetuation of

through mass incarceration.  A discussion 
will follow the film.  If you’re coming, contact 
rabbishawn@mishkan.org.

Like most of us, POWER is fighting back against the 
new regime and embarked on a 100 Days of Faithful 
Resistance.  POWER organized a massive MLK march 
and also is sponsoring many trainings and workshops 
that will sharpen our tools and strengthen our pro-
phetic voice to protect the most vulnerable in our 
communities. Here is a calendar of POWER spon-
sored trainings and workshops that are still coming 
up:

• March 15: Social Media for Faithful Resistance
• March 19: Beyond Marches & Rallies. Tired of the 

same tactics. Practice designing inventive actions, 
and share ideas for creative, strategic tactics.

• March 23: Whites Confronting Racism: Les-
sons Learned. Presentation by a cohort of white 
members of POWER on the impact of a year long 
journey together on confronting white privilege in 
themselves and in social systems

• April 2: Grounding For Civil Disobedience. The 
struggle for justice is not a sprint. Learn more 
about what grounds us for the long haul, how 
to escalate, and how to keep your power in civil 
disobedience. 

• April 4: Black Work Matters. Understanding the 
Report and Actions for City Council

• April 22: Building POWER at the Intersection of 
Race, Economics and Climate. Learn with people 
from all backgrounds and faiths how to build 
power towards the creation of green jobs.

• April 25: Grassroots Funding the Resistance

For the most current information on 
time and location of trainings, and to sign 
up, please go to POWER’s Calendar at 
http://powerinterfaith.org/calendar/#!calendar

There are many ways to get involved with POWER, 
right now. If you feel that your personal passions 
match those of POWER, I encourage you to find your 

(continued on next page; see POWER)

Join in with POWER: 
Fight Back, Build A Society that Works for All of Us, 
and Train for Change 

mailto:rabbishawn@mishkan.org
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New Sanctuary Movement 

By Michael Ramberg

If Mishkan is going to fully step up in support of 
immigrants, we need more members at NSM 
general assemblies

There’s a short update on NSM’s work at the 
end of this article, but I want to start with 
Mishkan’s connection to NSM, which 
needs to be significantly strengthened 
both in order to confront the massive and 
mounting threats facing immigrants and also to be 
consistent with the values of our congregation, 
which was founded on a commitment to 
take risks in defense of immigrants. 

In order to live up to our values and stand with 
immigrants, there need to be more of us 
who attend bimonthly NSM general 
assemblies and then work to engage 
the Mishkaners we know in one or 
more areas of NSM’s work—responding 
to raids, pushing for policy change, accompanying 
families facing deportation, and more.

NSM general assemblies take place on the first 
Sunday of the month, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. The 
next assembly is Sunday, April 2.

Can you commit to coming to a future 
NSM assembly? (In addition to being very 
important to engaging our community with NSM, 
they’re also inspiring and fun!)

Update: In the first two weeks of February 
there were at least six immigration raids in 
Philadelphia. ICE is stepping up the tactics that 
were used under Obama, and members of 
the immigrant community are terrified. NSM 
is responding with steadfastness, spiritual 
nonviolence and love. On Valentine’s Day 
more than 70 trained Sanctuary in the Streets 
responders descended on ICE headquarters to 
show their support for the victim of a raid and to 
put ICE on notice that its actions will be resisted.

Sanctuary in the Streets in action outside ICE 
headquarters, Valentine’s Day 2017

Please help us publicize the 
number for our raid hotline in your 
congregation, local business, and 
your neighborhood.  For Spanish: 
267.333.9530.  For Indonesian: 
267.345.5248.
If you haven’t already signed up for 
Sanctuary in the Streets, you can do so 
by clicking here.

Please let me know if you’ll help me connect 
Mishkan with NSM. mvramberg@yahoo.com 
215.432.4667

POWER
(continued from page 6)

best method of involvement. That might mean join-
ing an action team, attending trainings, making calls, 
heading to a rally.  To get involved, or for more infor-
mation, contact any members of the Mishkan Power 
Core Team:

Julie Currie, curriej3@comcast.net
Lance Laver, llaver4@comcast.net
Margaret Lenzi, mlenzi@comcast.net
Steve Newman, stevenewman1970@gmail.com
Susan Windle, susan@susanwindle.com
Lisagail Zeitlin, lisagail@lisagailsmiles.com
Shawn Zevit, rabbishawn@mishkan.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjeHX1Y7CXI0VmH4bU7xv3hrHmMX6NE6INiFoO_vRvRaGcjA/viewform
mailto:mvramberg@yahoo.com
mailto:curriej3@comcast.net
mailto:llaver4@comcast.net
mailto:mlenzi@comcast.net
mailto:stevenewman1970@gmail.com
mailto:susan@susanwindle.com
mailto:lisagail@lisagailsmiles.com
mailto:rabbishawn@mishkan.org
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Book Discussion: 
The Radical American Judaism of 
Mordecai M. Kaplan, by Mel Scult
Sunday, May 7, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Dr. Lillian Sigal

We’ll round out our 12th annual One Book Mishkan 
series with our Book Discussion, led by Library 
Committee Chair and scholar, Lillian Sigal. We hope 
you’ll join us for what promises to be a lively and 
insightful discussion of this powerful work on the 
founder of the Jewish Reconstructionist movement.

Fortunately, there’s plenty of time to read the book 
if you haven’t yet. Our Library has two circulating 
copies, or you can find it in libraries or through your 
favorite bookseller.

Watch a Discussion at Mishkan 
Shalom with Mel Scult About:
The Radical American Judaism of 
Mordecai Kaplan

We’re delighted to offer you the opportunity to 
enhance your reading of our One Book with full 
video coverage of our excellent December program 
with author Mel Scult, Rabbi Kaplan’s biographer. 
You can see Rabbi Shawn Zevit’s humorous, and 
personal, opening remarks; Mel Scult’s friend 
and colleague Harold Gorvine’s introduction; 
Mel’s full remarks and the Q & A which followed: 
https://vimeo.com/195406527

Many thanks to ethnographic filmmaker and Mishkan 
Board Member Dr. Barry Dornfeld for this excellent 
production.

One Book Mishkan: 
Saturday Nite at the Movies 
Returns:  God on Trial
March 25, 7:00 p.m.
Facilitated by Dr. Adam Blistein. Suggested 
donation: $5.00.

Come share a thoughtful 
evening of film and 
discussion, as we screen 
God on Trial, a BBC made-
for-TV movie, dramatizing 
a trial conducted by 
inmates in an Auschwitz 
barracks in which God is 
accused of breaking his 
covenant with the Jewish 
people.  Although there is 
no firm evidence that such 
a trial ever happened, Elie 
Wiesel claimed to have 
seen something like it in the camp and based his play, 
The Trial of God, on his experience. (Wiesel’s play was 
set in Ukraine in the 1600’s, after a pogrom.)

This year’s One Book Mishkan selection is The Radical 
American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan. As long-
time movie night producer/facilitator Adam Blistein 
comments: “We chose this movie to pair with our 
One Book since it examines a number of traditional 
Jewish views of God that Kaplan also interrogates.”

As always, movie night features refreshments, 
libations, excellent discussion and fine company. Join 
us in the Chapel, on the third floor, for another great 
“Saturday Nite at the Movies.

Learn more about the Library 
Committee and upcoming One Book Mishkan 
programs by visiting our Library page at: 
ttps://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee. 
For general questions, contact 
library@mishkan.org.  See you in the Library!



by Sharon RhodeLibrary

https://vimeo.com/195406527
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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Ryan Rossman
March 25

There’s a reason, Ryan explains, why playing cards 
are scattered throughout his family’s Narberth home.

He throws them, with a wrist-flick that can send a 
five of diamonds spiraling from the living room to 
the far side of the dining room. Ryan learned the 
trick online, the same place he learned how to make 
it look as though he’s passing a rubber band through 
two of his fingers.

For this novel-devouring, magic-trick-performing, 
Rubik’s-Cube-solving 7th grader, it’s no surprise that 
his favorite aspect of Mishkan is its improvisational 
style.

During B’nai Mitzvah at other synagogues, he says, 
“There’s a choir on the side; they go straight 
through the service; there are speeches.” But 
Mishkan services run the gamut: guitar playing by 
Rabbi Shawn, a flawless chanting of five aliyot by one 
classmate and creative interpretations of the Torah 
by others. 

Ryan’s a veteran of Tot Shabbat who remembers 
spilling grape juice on the tablecloth during a mini-
Seder and memorizing the alef-bet in the car on the 
way to Hebrew School. “Bar Mitzvah wasn’t really in 
my mind until my brothers had theirs. I was pretty 
nervous, especially when I first got the Torah portion. 
I thought: How am I going to memorize all this?”
 
His strategy: one bite at a time, which he listens to, 
then repeats about 50 times before moving on to 
the next phrase. Now he wakes up in the morning 
with Torah verses in his head. “I don’t even have to 
look at the words anymore.”

Ryan’s parasha, Vayakhel-Pekudei (Ex. 35:1-40:38), is 
about “people bringing offerings to the first Mishkan. 
I was so confused when I first read it; one of my 

aliyot is just a list of things that people brought.” 
Curious about one oft-repeated word, Ryan looked 
it up and discovered that it meant “necklace.”

“One of the interesting things is that the women 
actually inspired the men to give. They started 
bringing things first—their most special things, 
because the mishkan was a very special place.”

One February Sunday, between reading The Lord of 
Opium and working a nine-sided Rubik’s Cube, Ryan 
was helping his family make stacks of peanut butter 
sandwiches. The following night, as part of his tikkun 
olam project, he would serve them to homeless 
adults at the Life Center of Eastern Delaware 
County. 

“Having three meals a day, plus snacks, is something 
I take for granted,” Ryan says. “But some people 
only get two meals a day. I like to see the smiles on 
people’s faces when we give them something to eat.”

At Bala Cynwyd Middle School, Ryan’s part of 
Communique, an interdisciplinary program in which 
students might, for example, write a musical to 
demonstrate their understanding of mitosis. He plays 
soccer and baseball and is a fan of what he describes 
as “trashy teen sci-fi drama.” 

Becoming Bar Mitzvah, he says, “is a celebration of 
my heritage. I’ve never been this involved in anything 
Jewish or related to Hebrew School. There have 
been tiny projects, but now it’s all around me; there’s 
no escaping it.” If he’s nervous on the day of his Bar 
Mitzvah, he’ll remember all the caring people who 
are listening. “I’ll think, ‘In two hours, this will be over 
and it will be fine. Just go for it.’”

by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
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Mishkan’s Annual Weekend in the Woods - June 9, 10 & 11
by Sharon Rhode

Chilly in Philly? Had Enough of It All? 
Let’s Head for the Hills!

Plan a Great Start to Summer with 
Mishkan’s Amazing Annual Retreat:

Weekend in the Woods

Winter does, indeed, 
have many wonders, one 
of which is the joy of 
anticipating spring and 
summer days beyond. 
At Mishkan Shalom, we 
love to ease into our 
summers by stepping 
away from it all for a 
short weekend (that’s 
long on relaxation) at 
our annual Weekend in 
the Woods. An easy drive 

gets us out of the city and into the deep green of 
the beautiful Pocono Mountains, where Camp JRF 
hosts us with comfy group cabins or private rooms 
(all with plenty of hot water), really yummy meals 
and snacks and just-right rustic indoor and outdoor 
facilities for our enjoyment.

Our fabulous retreat committee plans a full weekend 
of activities…lovely Shabbat gatherings led by Rabbi 
Shawn, a range of sports and craft activities, the best 
“(No) Talent Show in the whole Poconos,” nature 
walks, and hikes, by day and night and more. Best of 
all, you get to do exactly as much or as little as you 
wish…your choice!

This year, we’ll gather a week later than usual, which 
should bring us sunny, warm weather. One of last 

year’s new events, the Night Hike, was amazing and 
returns with our resident naturalist, Steve Jones, 
leading the way. Also back, by popular demand, will 
be tie-dyeing. And swimming and boating time will 
be expanded to take advantage of the brand new, 
heated, pool along with Camp JRF’s small lake, which 
has canoes, kayaks and paddle boats.

Old-timers, Newcomers and the 
‘Mishkan-Curious’ All Welcome!

Be sure to mark your calendars for June 9 -11 and 
start gathering fellow Mishkaners for a great start 
to summer. Have Mishkan-curious friends? They’re 
very welcome to join us…what a great way to get to 
know us! Thinking about coming for the first time? 
We’re so glad!

Learn more about our wonderful weekend by 

talking to folks who’ve been before and watch this 
column and our weekly e-newsletter, Ma Hadash, for 
information on registration. You can read comments 
from past ‘retreatniks,’ see a past brochure & 
schedule and watch for updates on our webpage at 
tps://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods.

The Retreat Committee is a great team that 
gathers monthly between now and June, sometimes 
at Mishkan and sometimes in members’ homes. 
Even if you’ve never been to the retreat, you’re 
welcome to join the Committee – it’s a great way 
to get to know folks! Be in touch with Co-chairs 
Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss if you’re interested 
in joining the Committee or have any questions at: 
mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com.

Summer’s coming, and so is our amazing Weekend in 
the Woods! Can’t wait to see you there!

https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods
mailto:mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com
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January 16 - February 22

General Donations
Jeffrey Dekro
Elisa Goldberg and Steve Weinberg 
   – IHO Rabbi Shawn
Interfaith Peace Walk – IMO Ron Abrams

Holocaust Memorial Fund
effrey Dekro, Betty Sue Dekro, Karen Dekro,
     Eve Friedman-Dekro
Claudia Apfelbaum and Jay Tarler
Katy and Jason Friedland
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling
Rod MacNeil
David Piver
Susan Schewel

Rabbis’ Discretionary Fund
Leslie Hurtig and Tom Ginsberg 
    – IHO Alex’s Bar Mitzvah

5777 B’nai Mitzvah 
Meredith Barber and Michael Schwager 
   – IHO Alex’s Bar Mitzvah

Night of Many Dinners
Irv Ackelsberg
David Acker and Bob Prischak 
Susan Amsterdam
Mordechai Atti
Lisa and Dan Auerbach
Tsurah and Yosaif August
Meredith Barber and Michael Schwager
Sharon Barr
Phyllis Berman and Arthur Waskow
Gene Bishop and Any Stone
Adam and Maralin Blistein
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano
Margaret and David Bradley
Jean Brody
William Burdick and Linsey Will
Wendy Caplin and Denise Kulp
Galeet Cohen and Erica Catlin
Meryl Crean
Jessie and Scott Diamond
Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro
Mindy Dorfman and Lisa Moss
Sue Elwell and Nurit Shein
Wendy Epstein and Jim Steiker

Wendy Galson and Susan Windle
Jeff Gelles and Sharon Gornstein
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky
Harold and Natalie Gorvine
Robin and Daniel Halpren-Ruder
Joyce Hanna and Arnie Kohen
Libby Harman
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall
Naomi Hirsch
Seth Horwitz and Marie Scearce
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling
Marc Jacobs
Edward and Jackie Jonas
David Kaufman and Nicole Kahn
Judy Kleppel
Andrea Konow and Janet Garretson
Elise Luce Kraemer and Ned Luce
Nancy Fuchs Kreimer and Seth Kreimer
Lance and Mary Laver
Barrie Levin
Loir Liebling
Rod MacNeil
Andrea Madden and Larry Needleman
Jordan and Meredith Mann
Steve Masters and Beu Trey
Steve and Lisa Mervis
Phyllis Myers
Steve and Keely Newman
Thomas Newman
Ariel Peleg-Globig and Malte Globig
Steve and Cindy Perkiss
David Piver
Hope Punnett
Homer Robinson and Lisa Zahren
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor
Susan Saxe and Moon Smith
Susan Schewel and Lizzy Schmidt
Dina Schlossberg
Amy Segel and Chris Taranta
Karen Singer and Peter Handler
Andrew Soloway and Erica Eisenberg
Roz Spigel
Ellen Steiker and Warren Selinger
Alan and Lisa Tuttle
Gari and Mike Weilbacher
Larry Weisberg
Lisagail Zeitlin
Shawn and Simcha Zevit

Contributions
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Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
by Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov

We offer a hearty mazel tov to Ryan Rossman and 
his family as they celebrate his becoming Bar Mitzvah. 
Also a mazel tov to Jessica Blum and Neil Schoenberg 
as they welcome Isabel Ruth Schoenberg, born Octo-
ber 18, 2016, into our community.

Condolences 

We extend condolences to Maria Paranzino on the 
death of her father Salvatore (Sam) Chinnici. May 
Maria and her family be comforted among all who 
mourn and may the memory of Sam be for a bless-
ing.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Rivka 
Jarosh, Judi Bernstein-Baker, Erica Eisenberg, Jane 
Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Robin Beren-
holz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, 
Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), 
Debra Singer (sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle 
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of 
Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-
in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michael-
son (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson 
(mother of Wendy Galson and mother-in-law of 
Susan Windle), Julie Post and Joseph Post (sister and 
father of Nancy Post) and Vera Good, Loretta Solo-
mon and Judy Jasper Leicht (friends of Eilen Levin-
son) in our prayers as well. May they all experience a 
refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list. 

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom 
community learn about significant events 
in the lives of our members. In this way, 
we can reach out to one another in 
times of grief, illness, and joy.  To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org

HINENI--HERE I AM

 If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org 
and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete sup-
port to members in need of short-term help, includ-
ing meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please don’t 
hesitate to ask.

If you would like some help, but do not wish a 
public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.  

Are you receiving Acts of Caring via 
email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan mem-
bers. It is our communication central for sharing life 
cycle events and community needs for help.  If you 
are not receiving Acts of Caring, please check your 
spam, or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder 
(Acts of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).  
If you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or 
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts 
of Caring.  Please contact the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is 
a marvelous way to connect our community! 
Please don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you 
would like to be posted to our email address:  
actsofcaring@mishkan.org

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Lenore Barr-3/15-Adar 17
 Mother of Sharon Barr

William Ruder-3/17-Adar 19
 Father of Abby Ruder 

Murray Weinreb-3/17-Adar 19
 Father of Lisa Weinreb-Mervis 

Edward Gorvine-3/20-Adar 22
 Father of Harold Gorvine 

Isabel K. Heller-3/22-Adar 24
 Mother of Mark Heller

Saul Krawll-3/22-Adar 24
 Father of Maralin Blistein 

Jack Brooks-3/23-Adar 25
 Father of Susan Brooks 

Leonard Parrish-3/25-Adar 27
 Fatherof Beth Parrish 

Bobbie Epstein-3/26-Adar 28
 Step Mother of Wendy Epstein 

Peter Hanna-3/27-Adar 29
 Father of Joyce Hanna 

Dorothy Arfer-3/30-Nissan 3
 Mother of Jude Lang 

Aryeh Stein-Azen-3/31-Nissan 4
 Son of Myriam Klotz & Margot Stein

Lillian Shapiro-3/2-Adar 4
 Mother of Stan Shapiro 

Helen Feldman-3/3-Adar 5
 Grandmother of Jim Feldman 

Juan Lopez Garcia-3/4-Adar 6
 Father of Marcos Lopez 

Patricia Odonnell-3/6-Adar 8
 Mother of Adam Dickstein 

Phyllis August Rothman-3/7-Adar 9
 Sister of Yosaif August 

Eliot Saxe-3/9-Adar 11
 Father of Susan Saxe 

Jeannette Stein-3/9-Adar 11
 Grandmother of Jessie Diamond

Paul Feldman-3/10-Adar 12
 Uncle of Jim Feldman 

Laurie Berliner-3/11-Adar 13
 Sister of Roberta Rossman 

Esther Tarler-3/12-Adar 14
 Mother of Jay Tarler 

Hannah Bliss-3/13-Adar 15
 Grandmother of Marie Scearce 

Barbara Lipshutz-3/13-Adar 15
 Mother of Debbie Lipshutz 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

Saturday, March 4 – Terumah – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service and Blum/Schoenberg Baby Naming, 
with Rabbi Shawn and Julie Benioff

Friday, March 10 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, March 11 – Tetzaveh – Shabbat Zachor - 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, 
with Rabbi Yael

Saturday, March 18 – Ki-Tissa – Shabbat Parah – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with 
Rabbi Yael

Friday, March 24 – 7:30 p.m. – Musical Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and the Gimel Class

Saturday, March 25 – Vayakhel-Pekudei – Shabbat HaHodesh – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, 
with Rabbi Shawn. Ryan Rossman will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.


