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Leadership Development Activities 
Launching at Mishkan this Spring

By Barry Dornfeld

Two exciting efforts are beginning this spring that will strengthen 
how we develop leadership in our synagogue, our personal lives, 
and in the civic and work domain.

Leadership for Living: A Sacred Trust is a Mishkan adult education 
course that will run on four Sundays – April 17; May 1, 15 and 22, 
from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. and is led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit and Dr. 
Barry Dornfeld with additional guest teachers. 

Our Leadership for Life course will explore ideas and values 
on leadership from Jewish and other faith traditions, and will 
include organizational development perspectives. It aspires to 
help participants develop leadership skills, take up new roles in 
faith-based and other institutions and build stronger relationships 
in all aspects of their lives. The coursework will include readings, 
teachings and discussions (face-to-face and virtual), application 
to real-world experiences and reflection. Open to Mishkan 
members, with or without a formal organizational role, and non-
members, including those from other faith-based and community 
organizations. 

Leaders aren’t just born; they’re created through reflection, 
learning and practice. Jewish leadership models have 
evolved throughout history from patriarchs and matriarchs, 
to Moses, Aaron, Miriam, then later judges, prophets, 
Kohanim (priests), Leviim (Levites), the first born, the 
elders, Anshei Knesset Ha-Gedola (the “Great Men of the 
Assembly”), Sanhedrin (Council of Sages) and related courts; 
the geonim (leaders) of Palestine, the exilarchs of Babylonia; 
and, during the past three centuries, scholars, politicians, 
entrepreneurs, financiers, Hasidic rebbes, social activists, elected 
officials, Federation, synagogue, seminary presidents and so on.

As modern Jewish life evolved from the 19th into the 21st century, 
Jews have experimented with different models of leadership and 
governance. Yet certain patterns internalized throughout the 
centuries can make contemporary leadership of Jewish groups or 
for Jewish leaders a difficult task. The need to support and affirm
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March 23-24

IT’S PURIM!
Friday, March 18, 5:00 pm

Cele rations!
A Sensory-Friendly Carnival, Kid-friendly 

Shabbat Dinner, Stories & Songs! 

Sunday, March 20, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm
School Purim Carnival!

with Or Hadash

Wednesday, March 23, 6:30 pm
Megillah Reading!
& Community Celebration 

Go to www.mishkan.org or
CLICK HERE FOR 

MORE INFORMATION

https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://mishkan.org/purim-join-us-for-carnivals-hamentaschen-spiels-the-whole-megillah
https://mishkan.org/purim-join-us-for-carnivals-hamentaschen-spiels-the-whole-megillah
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 “We can be heroes, if just for one day”                      – David Bowie

Happy double dose of Adar! Adar II  – the Jewish 
“leap year” which adds an extra month of Adar every 
two to three years keeping the Jewish calendar in 
sync with Pesah in the Spring. It gives us an extra 
opportunity for practicing joyful countenance as 
winter becomes spring. In the midpoint of another 
ambitious programming month,  Purim arrives!

Purim means “to cast lots”. We read the well-crafted 
drama of the Purim story from the Hebrew Bible, 
Megillat (The Scroll of) Esther; celebrate with a 
festive meal/seudat Purim; give tzedakah directly to 
those in need – mattanot l’evyonim, not through third 
parties and give mishloach manot – deliver festive 
goodies to friends. We are encouraged to connect 
deeply with the Purim story, dress up in masks and 
costumes, hiding as it were, just like Esther did until 
her Uncle Mordechai challenges and supports her 
to reveal her true Jewish identity. Even the Talmud 
discusses the practice of drinking “spirits” on Purim 
to the extent we can no longer tell who is good 
and evil, and are less able to make these internal 
distinctions in order to reveal our true selves. 

In gematria/Hebrew word count associated with 
letters in the alphabet, the Hebrew word for secret 
“sod” and wine “yayin” have the same numerical value 
of seventy. Our tradition teaches that wine releases 
the secret! Esther’s name is derived from the word 
for that which is hidden or “nistar”. We enter the 
story, inhabit the roles, claim our true heritage 
and identity, then celebrate and release our tightly 
wound self-image. 

There is also the shadow side of the Purim story. 

The book of Esther ends with our people being 
given the authority by the Persian king to defend 
ourselves against those who were going to wipe 
us out and we do – by killing many. We run the 
risk of characterizing other people in harsh terms, 
becoming triumphal ourselves and identifying other 

peoples as “out to get us”, or ultimately hiding 
behind new masks. 

At the same time, there is a historic playfulness 
and frivolity that developed around Purim, often in 
troubled times. We try on masks of shadow and light, 
explore our own stories without being too defined 
by them and in the process reveal more about our 
essential selves. We can each step for a moment into 
what a different persona or costume might express, 
celebrate and also lampoon our own foibles and loosen 
the grip of self-judgment. Esther’s journey (like God 
who is not named and is the “hidden one in this book”) 
moves her from obscurity to secrecy to revealing her 
true self and taking a stand for her people at great risk.  
Her story can inspire us as we respond to many issues 
that we try to tackle for the sake of justice in all areas
                         (continued on page 17)

by Rabbi Shawn ZevitRabbi’s Letter

“We  try on masks of shadow 
and light, explore our own stories 
without being too defined by them, 
and in the process reveal more 
about our essential selves.”

http://www.jewishrecon.org/resources/378
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As Reconstructionist Jews, we explore, experience 
and experiment. What is it for me to “pause” on 
Shabbat, to “remember” and to “keep it holy”? How 
can I “resist and protest” the momentum of the 
work-week to “keep” this Shabbat time and cultivate 
enhanced connectedness to the Sacred, to the Holy? 
What do I particularly need to “remember” to 
cultivate mindful recognition of the blessings in my 
life? Shabbat is a time to look forward to pause and 
renew at our Mishkan. 

Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday evening, Torah study, 
Shabbat services, sharing of the Oneg – all of these 
“Shabbat practices” and more are seeing increasing 
attendance and vitality! Come and partake! We 
gather in gratitude, in reflection, in committed 
community. Explore our  commitment to cultivating 
a deeper spirituality.
 
I hope that you will consider stepping in at Mishkan 
a little deeper into the exploration of what it means 
for you to “remember the Sabbath and keep it 
holy” for you. The invitation is to explore, consider, 
reconsider creating your Shabbat practices with old 
and new friends at Mishkan.  

Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael are deeply gifted Shabbat 
teachers and are glad to dialogue with you about 
cultivation of Shabbat practices that nourish you. 
I am also glad to have such a conversation 610-
405-8257, any time. For what is the purpose of a 
Synagogue, of a Temple in our lives, if not a Temple 
for the nourishment and feeding of our souls and 
for deeper more meaningful, satisfying and effective 
engagement in Tikkun Olam?
 
With Love Always

David
   
 

For the past year we have been reexamining, 
Reconstructing if you will,  “Shabbat Practice” at 
Mishkan – for improved care of our souls, care 
of our families, care of our “Jewishness” and for a 
plethora of other cares. Clearly, the enriching of 
Shabbat practices is happening within our Mishkan! 
Why? In a parsha from this past month we recount 
the reception by Moses of the ten utterances, 
including the wisdom of the Fourth Commandment 
of remembering the Sabbath and keeping it holy.

 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you 
shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, 
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within 
your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested 
on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy.— Exodus 20:8-11

 
I find it interesting that among the Ten 
Commandments, the fourth one is to “Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Our ancient 
tradition invites us into Shabbat, a day of rest, a 
day of renewal of connection to awe, healing and 
gratitude, to the sacredness of life. The mind, body 
and spirit numbing pace of our lives during the week 
makes retaining mindfulness of this connectedness 
all the more essential! Feelings of connection and 
vibrancy can sometimes get tenuous, trodden 
down by the relentlessness of “doing” all week 
long.  In some weeks, connection is completely 
obliterated.  The invitation into “Shabbat practices” 
at Mishkan is the invitation into prioritizing and 
committing to renewal of what is most important to 
us as individuals, as families, as a spiritual community. 
Regardless of whether or not you take the Moses 
at Sinai story literally or allegorically, poetically 
or otherwise, our ancestors standing in awe at 
Sinai at the stone-bones of the earth herself, have 
passed onto to us the centrality of remembering 
the Sabbath day and to keep it holy amidst the ten 
important principles etched in stone.

by David PiverPresident’s Letter
Remembering Shabbat and Keeping It Holy

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A8-11&version=ESV
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Be Happy — Adar calls — Because transformation is 
possible.  Changing, growing, becoming, might cause 
us to swirl, to tumble, to feel lost AND transforma-
tion is possible.  We can turn everything around 
and find ourselves connected and renewed—on the 
shores of our lives, our feet on new and solid ground.  

Adar urges us to take notice of the shape and 
contours of our experiences and ask: 

How do I spend my time, resources and energy?
What guides my decisions and actions?
What brings me joy?
What am I keeping hidden unnecessarily? 
What in my life needs to change?

Adar challenges us to examine these questions with 
non-judgmental awareness.  To do our best to exam-
ine our lives with curiosity and interest, knowing that 
what will be revealed will help guide us forward.  This 
is a month to realign ourselves with our vision and 
our truths, to ride the tides of change into whom we 
can become.

May we support and inspire each other in fashion-
ing lives of blessing and truth.  And together may we 
open to moments of joy.

I look forward to sharing the transformative experi-
ence of Purim together on Wednesday night March 
23.   Come and see why Purim is not just for kids.

Shalom,  
     Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends, 

As we enter the month of March we welcome the 
Second month of Adar, the month that brings Purim 
and leads us from winter to spring.

It’s Adar—Be Happy, the tradition calls, possibly cre-
ating the impression that happiness is something we 
can easily turn on and off.   Our experiences teach 
us that happiness is much more complicated than 
that.  Happiness comes and goes in a moment. Hap-
piness changes into something else in a flash.  Some-
times happiness is easily accessible and other times it 
remains elusive or completely out of reach.  

This month of Adar calls us towards happiness by 
asking us to explore the deepest layers of our lives.  
It urges us to examine what we keep hidden and 
what we allow to be revealed, to wonder about 
what we hold onto because of fear and regret and to 
imagine what would happen if we allowed ourselves 
to change, to be transformed.  The month of Adar 
urges happiness through the willingness to be shaken 
up-and let everything turn around.

Using the letters that make up the word Adar—
aleph, dalet, resh—we can hear the phrase:   
                     ashrei derechk ratzon:

Happy is the person whose path is aligned 
with the Highest Will.
Fulfilled is the person who is walking her 
true path.  

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, Barry Dornfeld, Sharon Gornstein, Rivka Jarosh,

 Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, Steve Newman, Maria Paranzino, Sharon Rhode, 
Susan Richards, Stephanie Shell, Gari Weilbacher and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to  levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:levinsone%40yahoo.com?subject=


We will then gather on Sunday, March 20, as the 
Congregational School of Mishkan Shalom joins 
with Or Hadash Hebrew School to sponsor a Purim 
Carnival with lots of activities for children of all 
ages. Join us at 9:30 a.m. for a songfest for Purim, and 
then the Carnival opens up at 10:00 a.m.  We will 
be meeting at Mishkan this year and all people are 
welcome. Bring neighbors who want fun for their 
kids. And for young people, there are fabulous prizes.

Then on Wednesday, March 23, the real Purim comes.  
On Wednesday, at 6:30 p.m., join us as we read the 
Megillah and the rabbis have little skits for you. 
Hamantaschen for all will be provided. 

Purim has taken over the month of March but in a 
fun way! Let’s finish winter and start spring with lots 
of celebrating Be happy – it’s Adar. 

      – Rivka       

Hurray, it’s the month of Purim!  

We waited two months from Tu B’shvat for Purim, 
when it is usually one month between those two 
holidays. Whenever our Jewish lunar calendar is 
starting to move away from our solar calendar, we 
add another Hebrew month to keep the holidays in 
the right season.  So this year we have an Adar 1 and 
Adar 2 for Hebrew months.  You are supposed to be 
happy in Adar. And we have four major, fun events for 
this holiday of Purim. 

First on Friday, March 18, in the late afternoon, 
Celebrations! – a Shabbat program for families 
with children who have some physical or learning 
challenges – is honoring Purim with a Sensory 
Sensitive Purim carnival for people who have 
problems with noise or lots of active space. There 
are many fun activities including a bouncing place.  If 
you are interested in going to this please contact 
Gabrielle Kaplan Mayer at gabriellekm@gmail.com

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School

5
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Meet A New Member!
Talia Hoke
By Sharon Gornstein 

Talia decided she was Jewish when she was 3, even 
though her family wasn’t.  At 37, she still doesn’t 
know why – “there’s no intellectual answer,” she says, 
She only knows that since her earliest years growing 
up in Germantown and Mount Airy, the feeling has 
been unshakeable.

When Talia was 13, she gave her moms the silent 
treatment for weeks, unhappy at a lack of support 
for her desire to learn Hebrew and get involved with 
the Jewish community. Now her moms are more 
supportive.  Her birth mom even attended Talia’s 
conversion ceremony in Brooklyn last May.  

Talia’s long road to conversion began in earnest at 
age 18, but was filled with detours as she moved 
across the country in search of community. Now 
it has led her back home to Philadelphia and to 
Mishkan Shalom, where she is hopeful that she’s 
found a Jewish community where she can lay down 
roots.

When she moved here in June, she settled into a 
home in Manayunk with her dog Freay and cat Boris 
and did an Internet search for nearby synagogues. 
She expected she would need to weigh the choices 
to decide which one was right for her. But after 
talking to Rabbi Shawn, “I didn’t need to synagogue 
shop. I had found my home,” Talia told me. She also 
discovered there was no cause for concern about 
switching from the Reform tradition, where she 
had undergone conversion, to a Reconstructionist 
synagogue. 

Rabbi Shawn, she found, was “a rabbi I could connect 
with, believe in, and rely on.” Coincidentally, she 
shares her chosen Hebrew name with our own 
Rabbi Yael – a name she picked because “it was my 

favorite Jewish 
name.” Her middle 
name is Batya, 
“after my mom’s 
best friend,” said 
Talia.

Talia works 
from home full 
time as Chief of 
Operations for 
an internet-based 
company that 
makes personal development products, and also 
attends school on-line, working toward licensing as 
a Marriage and Family Therapist (MFT).  For some, 
such a home-based life could seem isolating, but 
Talia works hard to avoid that. She reached out to a 
cousin’s daughter, and is providing her and her young 
child a place to stay rent-free until they get on their 
feet. At lunchtime, she often heads to Main Street 
“for my water cooler experience” – she already 
knows many of the business owners. She is even 
tutoring two neighborhood children in science.

And since joining Mishkan Shalom in late October, 
Talia has already thrown herself into the fray by 
volunteering to chair the synagogue’s Interfaith 
Hospitality Network.  “I attended Mishkan’s fall 
community meeting, and at the end they talked about 
ways to volunteer. This is the one that spoke to my 
heart.”

What’s next? Well, she’s hoping to find love, get 
married, and have kids. She wants to become a 
therapist and work with adolescents and young 
adults on the autism spectrum. And she also looks 
forward to developing friendships at Mishkan.  Reach 
out to her, and you will undoubtedly be as impressed 
as I was.
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Pause & Refresh Your Soul:  An Exploration of Shabbat Unplugging    March 5, May 7, June 18, 4:30-6 pm
Led by Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha at their home.  Monthly reflection, study and song that blend Shabbat practice with 
Talmud study. We will engage the text with reading, translations, contemplation, prayer and spiritual practice, all connected 
to this year’s theme of “The Power of And: Expanding Perspective and Action.”,
                                 $9/session (members) $18/session (non-members)  
          Please register and pay in advance via the website

Finding the Voice Within: Where Creativity and Spirituality Meet                                         Mar. 18, April 15, May 20, 12:30-2pm
Led by Meredith Barber and Julie Lipson.  Life is overwhelming; finding moments to tune in to ourselves and each other can 
be a challenge. This spiritual direction group takes a musical approach. Participants will share what is on their hearts, then take 
part in group music-making. We will express, listen and gain insight as we create something new and beautiful. No musical 
experience required!                                          $15-$36 sliding scale (members and non-members)

Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature through a Jewish Lens                                             Saturday, May 21, 12:30-2 pm
Led by Steve Jones.  This is a series of guided outdoor experiences in different seasons. Participants learn to “read” the natural 
landscape as a text by walking in the nearby Wissahickon forest. We discuss ecological relationships, make blessings and study 
Jewish texts. We also consider ways to make a walk in the woods part of a Shabbat practice. We’ll focus on the abundance of 
plants and birds in our forest, directing our attention to the natural sounds and their possible meanings.  Meet at Mishkan, then 
carpool to the woods.                                        $5/session (members and non-members)  

          Please register and pay in advance via the website
   
Soul Collage® with a Jewish Spin                                                    Sundays May 15, 1-4 pm in the Social Hall
Taught by Susan Richards.  SoulCollage® is an intuitive, imaginative, creative and fun process. If you can use scissors and a 
glue stick, you can do it! In February we will focus on the Dream Suit, making accessible messages from our deepest depths. 
In May, when we are counting the Omer, we will focus on the Companion Suit. Come and meet the animals who reside in 
the Kabbalistic power points in our bodies and learn what they may offer us! Teens and adults, previous SoulCollagers® and 
newcomers are welcome. No art experience necessary! Limited to 12 participants. Fee includes all supplies.
                                $36/class (members and non-members)
     

Purim Torah Study with Rabbi Shawn                 Saturday, March 19, 9-10 am in the chapel
When you think of Purim, what comes to mind? Hamantaschen? Costumes? The grind of groggers and hisses of congregants 
every time Haman’s name is mentioned? Go behind the Megillah—the Book of Esther—to look at the roots, evolution and 
practices of this upside-down, post-Biblical holiday.                      No fee for this class

(continued)

At Mishkan Shalom, we believe in learning for life. Below you’ll find a varied, robust range of classes, workshops 
and experiences to help you—no matter your age or prior experience with Judaism—grow and learn. 

You can register and pay online for any class listed, using the Adult Education page on Mishkan’s website, 
www.mishkan.org, or you can mail your registration and a check.  Please visit our website for detailed information 
about our classes, location, teachers and more.

If you have a suggestion for a class you’d like to take—or teach—contact Susan Richards, Lifelong Learning 
Committee chair susanrichardsartist@gmail.com

Learning for Life: Adult Education 5776
March - June,  2016
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Havdalah Café for Everyone!                           Saturday, April 2, 7 pm

Led by Rabbi Shawn, Rabbi Yael and guests.  Ritual, song, poetry and other offerings from our rabbis, members and guests to 
mark the arrival of spring and the journey from Shabbat to the week ahead. Includes snacks and beverages.

$9 members/$18 members

Leadership for Living: A Sacred Trust                             Sundays April 17;  May 1, 15, and 22, 1-3 pm
Taught by Rabbi Shawn and Mishkan board member Barry Dornfeld.  Leaders aren’t just born; they’re created through 
reflection, learning and practice. This course will explore ideas and values on leadership from Jewish and other faith traditions. 
It aspires to help participants develop leadership skills, take up new roles in faith-based and other institutions and build 
stronger communities in all aspects of their lives. The coursework will include readings, teachings and discussions (face-to-
face and virtual), application to real-world experiences and reflection. Open to Mishkan members, especially those interested 
in synagogue leadership and governance, and non-members, including those from other faith-based and community 
organizations.                                                                                                                    $36 members/$72 non-members

Making Passover Meaningful                               Wednesday, April 13, 7-8 pm
Taught by Rabbi Yael.  Rabbi Yael Levy’s approach to mindfulness is deeply rooted in Jewish tradition. It grows out of her deep 
personal commitment to spiritual practice and a passionate belief in its potential to change not only individuals but also the 
world. Rabbi Yael has been with Mishkan Shalom for 20 years and has developed the A Way In Jewish mindfulness program 
over the past seven years.                                                                                      $9 members/$18 non-members

Saturday Night at the Movies!  A One Book Event               Saturday, April 16, 7:30 pm
Liberty Heights (a film by Barry Levinson). This 1999 film explores relationships between Jews and African-Americans in the 
1950’s, in the years before Freedom Summer, 1964. We’ll view it as a backdrop to the characters and events in our One Book, 
Waveland, which explores those same relationships in the 1960’s and beyond.  Dr. Adam Blistein – classics scholar, film buff
and long-time Movie Nite producer – leads our post-film discussion. Join us for popcorn, libations, yummy treats, lively 
conversation and good company! All are welcome!                      $5 suggested donation

Counting the Omer with Yin Yoga and Visual Journaling                          Sundays April 17 and May 22, 1-4 pm, Social Hall
Led by Elise Luce Kraemer and Susan Richards.  Learn somatic and creative tools to connect more deeply with the sacred 
practice of counting the Omer, the 49-day period from the second day of Passover to Shavuot. Elise, a certified Yin Yoga teacher, 
will teach a series of gentle poses representing seven sefirot (attributes of God) that can be used each evening while counting 
the Omer. Susan, an artist and SoulCollage® facilitator, will introduce a method of visual journaling that each participant will 
personalize. You will create your very own visual journal page during each class.               $18 members/$36 non-members 

Beginning Mah Jongg                           Mondays April 25; May 2, 9, 16 and 23, 7-9 pm
Taught by Libby Harman and Susan Schewel. Do you have a mah jongg set, but don’t know how to play? Do you want to get 
in on the resurgence of this ancient game? Mah jongg involves skill, concentration and luck. Learn the rules of American mah 
jongg, along with winning strategies. A great class for new players and those needing a refresher; hands-on instruction as you 
play. Six people needed to run the class. Register through Mt. Airy Learning Tree,   http://mtairylearningtree.org   
                       $72 (members and non-members) 
 
Shavuot and Omer Study                   Saturday, May 21, 9-10 am
Taught by Rabbi Yael. Come to services an hour early and join us to explore the deep spiritual resonance of Shavuot through 
the Omer counting practice and the conclusion of the seven-week journey that began with Passover.  Rabbi Yael Levy’s 
approach to mindfulness is deeply rooted in Jewish tradition. It grows out of her deep personal commitment to spiritual 
practice and a passionate belief in its potential to change not only individuals but also the world. Rabbi Yael has been with 
Mishkan Shalom for 20 years and has developed the A Way In Jewish mindfulness program over the past seven years.     

                                                                                                                                 No fee for this class

    Mishkan Shalom is a Reconstructionist congregation in which a diverse community 
of progressive Jews finds a home.  Mishkan’s Statement of Principles commits 

the community to integrate Prayer, Study and Acts of Caring — 
and to work with other people of faith to repair the world in justice and peace.
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One Book Mishkan Goes Video!

 X Panel Discussion on YouTube 
 X Movie Night in April

Full Panel Discussion Can Be Viewed on 
Mishkan’s YouTube Channel

If you missed December’s excellent Panel Discussion 
on Waveland, or want to review or share it, just visit 
our YouTube channel: Enter “Mishkan Shalom” in 
the YouTube search box. You’ll find complete video 
coverage of our powerful Panel Discussion with 
civil rights activists Ellen Tichenor and Yosaif August 
(Mishkan members) and guest panelist Timothy 
Hayes.
      

The video series begins with brief comments by 
moderator Dr. Harold Gorvine and continues with 
Simone Zelitch’s remarks on the research and 
writing of her novel, Waveland: One Woman’s Story 
of Freedom Summer, this year’s One Book Mishkan 
selection.

The afternoon began with the Opening Reception 
for our new photo exhibit: Mississippi Freedom 
Summer: From the Old Jim Crow to the New: Jews and 
African Americans for Racial Justice. The welcome and 
blessings by Rabbis Shawn Zevit and Yael Levy, and 
the story behind the exhibit by curator Larry Bush, 
editor of Jewish Currents magazine, is also featured in 
its own video.

We’re so grateful to filmmakers (and Mishkan 
members) Matthew Pillischer and Karen Meshkov 
for filming and posting these, and many other, 
Mishkan videos.

Library



by Sharon Rhode

One Book Mishkan’s
Saturday Night at the Movies:

Liberty Heights
a film by Barry Levinson
April 16, 7:30 p.m.

We’ve found just the right movie to partner with 
our One Book, Waveland. Set in mid-1950’s Baltimore, 
brothers Ben and Van explore ‘the other’ in this 
film that touches on anti-Semitism, race relations, 

coming-of-age and fathers and sons. School 
desegregation and popular music help pave 
the way in breaking down barriers between groups. 
Liberty Heights provides a glimpse into the culture 
from which the events depicted in Waveland arose 
(Freedom Summer, 1964).

Mark your calendars and join us for a great film and 
a fine discussion – led by movie maven Dr. Adam 
Blistein – along with popcorn, libations, yummy 
treats and good company!

Learn more about the Library and One 
Book Mishkan at: www.mishkan.org or write 
library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

“....where does a passion for justice come 
from?   

I know that without the Civil Rights 
Movement, I would not be a practicing Jew 
today.  Because – what a lot of us learned – 
was to grow the good in our identity;  to find 
it and grow it.”       – Ellen Tichenor

http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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Mishkan’s Annual Weekend in the Woods - June 3 - 5
Welcome Summer at our Lovely Pocono Mountain Retreat!

By Sharon Rhode

 “It was like time stopped.” –                                 
Julian, age 10

Imagine a time-out-of-time, a feast for the senses 
wrapped-up in complete relaxation: Fireflies dancing 
as the sun sets into Shabbat; birdsong fills the trees; 

the scent of the 
good green earth 
beneath your feet 
and summer’s 
breeze on your 
bare legs. All this, 
and so much 
more, awaits us 
in the green and 
lovely Pocono 
Mountains where 
we’ll gather 
for another 
unforgettable 
Weekend in the 
Woods!

Mark your calendars for June 3-5 and plan to be 
part of Mishkan’s annual home-away-from-home 
gathering! Just 2½ easy hours north of Philly at 
Camp JRF, we’ve got everything you need to shake 
off city life, kick back and really, truly, deeply RELAX 
with friends, old and new!

We’ve got comfy cabins and private rooms in the 
main lodge, all with plenty of hot water; yummy 
meals, with snacks always available (vegetarian); a full 
weekend of activities in which you can participate 
fully or not at all – as you wish! Rabbi Shawn leads 
us in musical Shabbat gatherings; we’ll sing around 
the campfire (yup, s’mores!); sports, crafts, hiking, 
swimming, socializing; lively mealtimes and quiet 
conversation; a 1000-piece jigsaw puzzle and the best 
‘no-talent’ show in the whole Poconos!

A Weekend for Everyone: 
Families, Individuals, Couples; 
Grown-ups, Kids & Teens
The amazing thing about our retreat is that it 
really does work for everyone! Families with young 
children will relish the authentic, free play among 
kids of all ages. Older kids and teens have plenty 
of activities to choose from and opportunities to 
help the weekend run smoothly. Grown-ups, with 
and without kids, have a full choice of activities to 
join and acres of green to themselves whenever 
that suits. And, if you’re not really one for the great 
outdoors? How about a nice room in the main lodge, 
where all meals are served and many activities are 
just steps away?

Ask A Retreatnik!
Would you like to chat with someone who’s been 
there? Plenty of folks would love to share their great 
experiences! Find them around Mishkan or use the 
Member Directory to be in touch: 
Retreat Committee co-chairs:
    Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss
Past co-chairs:
    Karen Singer and Meredith Barber
Current Committee Members:

Beth Parrish, Andrea Konow, Debbie & Don 
Ahrens, Tsurah August, Marie Scearce, Mindy 
Fernandez–Sheinbaum, Gael Simon, Sandy 
Sborofsky and yours, truly, Sharon Rhode.

Join the Committee: 
A Little Work…a Lot of Fun!
We meet a handful of times between now and 
June, usually on Sunday mornings at Mishkan and 
occasionally in one of our homes. It’s a great way to 
get to know fellow Mishkaners!

To learn more, visit our Weekend in the Woods page 
at www.mishkan.org or write to us at retreat@
mishkan.org. 

See You  in  the Poconos, June 3-5! 

http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:retreat%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:retreat%40mishkan.org?subject=
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POWER Moves Forward: Please Join Us!  

By Steve Newman

On the snowy evening of February 9, members of 
the new Action Team of POWER (Philadelphians 
Organized to Witness, Empower and Rebuild) 
met at Second Baptist Church at Upsal and 
Germantown.  Eight Mishkan members attended and 
joined a hundred other folks from POWER’s other 
congregations to discuss and plan future activities 
and priorities.

This new way of harnessing our energies came about 
after a months-long review of POWER’s mission 
and procedures. While POWER has accomplished 
much since its founding in 2011, we realized that we 
need to improve communication among its various 
campaigns, among them:  advocating for public 
education, working for economic dignity and justice, 
and combating mass incarceration.  Fighting for racial 
justice is a key element in all these efforts.   So all 
of those interested in these issues will meet once 
a month; we will first gather as a group to review 
where we are.  Then we will break up into our 
separate teams (e. g., Education) and then report 
back to the group as a whole about the ideas and 
actions we want to move forward, along with a 
prospective timeline and a request for any resources 
that might be necessary.  We also have a new 
communications staff member and team to make 
sure that all of the action teams stay in touch with 
each other and with the membership of POWER as 
a whole. 

The next meeting of the Action Team will be on 
March 15 at Second Baptist.  If you’re interested, 
please contact Margaret Lenzi (mlenzi@comcast.net)!  

Before I get to the specifics of the meeting, I want 
to say that while this new structure is very much a 
work-in-progress, it seems to me very promising.  
By focusing our attention on the issues that move 
us most but then also forcing us to discuss our 
findings and plans with a larger group, this structure 
stands a better chance of making the changes in the 
world we wish to see.  The spirit in the room was 
good throughout, and the commitment to this new 
way of doing things was evidenced not only in the 

many positive comments but also by the forthright 
suggestions to improve future meetings.
After a dinner where we were treated to king cake
(a Mardi Gras tradition) we met briefly together 
in the sanctuary of Second Baptist and then broke 
up into our groups.  I decided to join the Education 
Team, which has been meeting for some years.  After 
being briefed about the recent work of the team and 
an analysis of the current deadlock in Harrisburg 
stymieing our efforts to have a full and fair funding 
formula actually applied, we broke up into smaller 
teams:  Direct Action, Education Platform (i. e., The 
Ten Commandments of Education), and Research.  

I sat in with the Research Team, and the discussion 
soon made it clear how complex these issues are.  
On one hand, we are trying to change how 
education is funded in our state on a fundamental 
level.  We aim to do this by: 

yy Establishing a full, fair funding formula that is 
then realized in state appropriations

yy Founding Community Schools that will 
provide the social services to children and 
families they so sorely need and in which 
parent-teacher advisory councils will have a 
significant say in how they’re run. 

yy Wresting control of Philadelphia’s schools 
back from the School Reform Commission.

yy Engaging in a voter education campaign so 
that voters, first-time and veteran voters, 
know where the candidates stand on 
education.  

On the other hand, our moves toward systemic 
change cannot ignore the fact that so many of our 
schools are in dire need of the most basic things 
right now:  of many neighborhood schools directly, 
lacking such basics as nurses, adults to supervise 
children between classes, textbooks, and art 
teachers.  

So we have to figure out how to balance work for 
fundamental change with more immediate

 (continued on next page)

Tikkun Olam

mailto:mlenzi@comcast.net
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General Donation:
Marjorie Berman- IHO Nancy Fuchs Kreimer’s
    Birthday
Gabby & Fred Kaplan Mayer - IHO Rabbi Michelle
    and Rabbi Shawn - George’s Bar Mitzvah

Repair The World: 
(All In Honor of Abby & Ellen’s Wedding)
Ron Goldwyn & Carol Towarnicky
Libby Harman

Lance & Mary Laver
Bea Leopold
Lisa & Steve Mervis
Cindy & Steve Perkiss
Kris & Mark Soffa & Family

Year End Appeal: 
Claire Laver & Alex Pientka
Daniel & Leslie Rogers

(continued from previous page)

 interventions.  We need to figure out how to see 
the relationship among these various pieces and how 
to figure out how to influence those who have the 
power to effect change.  Finally, we have to make 
decisions on where we will be investing our limited 
energies and resources.  

Once back in the sanctuary, we were debriefed on the 
plans being formulated by all three groups:  Education, 
Economic Dignity, and Living Free.

yy The Economic Dignity Team, chaired by Rev. 
Greg Holston (New Vision United Methodist 
Church), has many emerging projects.  For 
instance, on February 22nd, there will be a 
hearing at City Hall on the founding of a Public 
Bank, an effort led by Mishkan’s own Stan 
Shapiro.  On the 16th of March, Rev. Holston will 
lead an Anti-Poverty hearing, a first step toward 
a Philadelphia-wide Anti-Poverty Summit to 
be held in wMay.  Also in the mix is a push for 
Green Jobs; in May there will be an action to 
demand that PECO commit to Green Jobs.   

yy The Education Team, chaired by Rabbi Julie 
Greenberg (Leyv Ha-Ir) with organizing help 
from Graie Barasch Hagans, is planning 3-4 
“disruptive interactions” over the next month 
to call attention to the dire situation of 
Philadelphia’s public schools; these actions will 
be publicized through social media and assessed 
for their effectiveness.  The platform team will 
be continuing to draft its Ten Commandments 
of Education, which will ground imperatives for 
justice in education in the religious texts at the 

heart of our faiths.  The research team, with the 
help of Steve Newman and Ellen Tichenor, will 
look to map the various issues in play and the 
research questions that emerge from them. 

yy The Living Free (or anti-Mass Incarceration) Team 
chaired by Bishop Dwayne Royster, POWER’s 
Executive Director, will be holding research 
meetings on ending stop and frisk, reforming the 
bail system, and reforming the Philadelphia Police 
Department.  In April, there will be a daylong 
teach-in on these issues, and Living Free is also 
asking the congregations of POWER to commit 
to 5 1:1 meetings over the next month in which 
the participants talk about their experience with 
the Philadelphia criminal justice system.  These are 
designed to explore our experiences, to identity 
the most painful aspects, and to point the way 
toward ending the shame around incarceration 
and toward improving our criminal justice system. 

Also hard at work are the Racial Justice, Communica-
tions, and Fundraising teams.  

So, as you can see, there are a great many ways to plug 
into POWER.  Mishkan has a significant presence, but 
we want as many congregants as possible involved—in 
so many ways, POWER speaks to Mishkan’s founding 
principles, and it has already amassed a remarkable 
number of victories on a variety of fronts.  It is a truly 
interfaith group and a democratic one, committed 
to transforming our city and, with the founding of 
POWER Metro on February 21, transforming the 
surrounding suburbs as well.  If you’re interested, 
please contact Margaret Lenzi (mlenzi@comcast.net).   
All of us involved with POWER at Mishkan look 
forward to seeing you at future POWER events. 

Contributions

POWER Moves Forward

mailto:mlenzi@comcast.net
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(continued from page 1)
leaders, not only to criticize them, is crucial to 
the overall health of a communal system. Both 
leaders and the community must encourage 
honesty, creativity, and the maintenance of healthy 
boundaries and structures that help avoid burnout 
and ineffectiveness. Leaders need to understand the 
defense mechanisms of the systems in which they 
work or volunteer and help people learn from their 
resistance and reactivity. Leaders must also develop 
their own support systems inside and outside the 
place they are leading.

And in secular life, leadership models have evolved 
to better meet the needs of organizations engaged 
in change, addressing social issues, and in the 
evolving landscape of work, and and to help people 
find their own ways of leading. From systems-based 
approaches to leadership, to adaptive leadership, to 
leading through influence, organizational theorists 
and teachers have grappled with approaches to 
leadership that engage and motivate others, rethink 
authority and power, and create sustainable and 
ethical organizations.

In Reconstructionist communities, when 
we ask, “Who is a leader?” we are asking not only 
about personality traits but about values that inform 
feelings, thoughts and actions. We hope for leaders 
who hold and embody values that we respect. In 
contrast to the traditional leader who influences 
a community or organization to follow his or her 
vision, a leader is also defined by how he or she 
helps a community or organization, school, etc. grow, 
face its problems and develop solutions. Leaders, in 
other words, help elicit and manage a vision, as well 
as inspire it. Mordecai Kaplan put it this way (in The 
Future of the American Jew): “Leadership which is 
based not merely upon the consent, but upon the 
active participation of the governed, is in a position 
to verify the deepest insight of religion that every 
human being is created ‘B’Tzelem Elohim,’ in the 
image of God.”

Rabbi Shawn Zevit is the lead rabbi of Mishkan Shalom. 
He is also a consultant, liturgist and recording artist, 
community organizer, faculty member and associate 
director of ALEPH Hashpa’ah (Spiritual Direction) 
Training Program.

Barry Dornfeld is a principal at CFAR, a private 
management consulting firm that specializes in 
organizational design, strategy, change implementation, 
collaboration and leadership development.

Mishkan Participates in the Legacy 
Heritage OnBoard Program

We are pleased to announce that Mishkan 
Shalom has been invited into the second 
cohort of the Legacy Heritage OnBoard Pro-
gram. This new, innovative program focuses on 
the development and strengthening of Jewish 
organizations into the future by supporting the 
learning and development of their lay leader-
ship. We were chosen along with seventeen 
other organizations in the Philadelphia area 
to participate over the next year, with two of 
our board members, Rosalind Spigel and 
Marcy Boroff, selected as fellows for the 
program, supported by our current Board 
President David Piver, Vice President, Ellen 
Tichenor, Barry Dornfeld, who oversees the 
Board’s leadership development portfolio and 
will actor as mentor for the program, and Rab-
bi Shawn. The 15-month program provides the 
fellows with seminars, mentorship and project 
work designed to enhance their learning and 
by doing so strengthen our organization. The 
ultimate experience takes the fellows to Israel 
for a tour of cutting edge organizations and 
how they work. More to come and to share 
on this great program!

Leadership Development 
at Mishkan this Spring
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Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim

HINENI – Here I am
 If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org 
and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete 
support to members in need of short term help, 
including meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask.

Are you receiving 
Acts of Caring via email?
Acts of Caring goes out to all Mishkan members. It 
is our communication central for sharing life cycle 
events and community needs for help.  If you are not 
receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam, 
or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts 
of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).  If 
you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or 
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts 
of Caring.  Please contact the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? 
Sharing your good news is a marvelous way to 
connect our community! Please don’t be shy - send 

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
We extend a belated mazel tov to George Kaplan 
Mayer and his family who celebrated his becoming 
bar mitzvah on January 18th. Another mazel tov to 
Carol Towarnicky and Ron Goldwyn who welcomed 
their first grandchild, Benjamin Nathan Goldwyn, on 
February 10th.

Condolences
We extend condolences to Karen Singer and Peter 
Handler on the death of Karen’s father, Marcus 
Singer and to Brian and Debbi Kravitz on the death 
of their father, Jay Kravitz. May Karen, Peter, Brian, 
Debbi and their families be comforted among all 
mourners, and may Maurice’s and Jay’s memory be 
for a blessing. 

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members  Jane Lipton, 
Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Wendy Horwitz, 
Bill Grey, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark 
Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and 
Robin Leidner.

We are keeping in our prayers as well:  Judy Jasper 
Leicht, Vera Good and Loretta Soloman (friends 
of Eileen Levinson), Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), 
Debra Singer (sister of Karen Singer), Patrick 
Windle (brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz 
(father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), 
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), 
Eva Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and mother-
in-law of Susan Windle), and Julie Post and Joseph 
Post (sister and father of Nancy Post). May they all 
experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom 
community learn about significant events 
in the lives of our members. In this way, 
we can reach out to one another in 
times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Edward Gorvine-3/2-Adar-I 22
 Father of Harold Gorvine 

Isabel K. Heller-3/4-Adar-I 24
 Mother of Mark Heller

Saul Krawll- 3/4-Adar-I 24
 Father of Maralin Blistein 

Wallace Sadoff-3/6-Adar-I 26
 Father of Deborah Ahrens  

Regina Abrams-3/7-Adar-I 27
 Mother of Ronald Abrams 

Leonard Parrish-3/7-Adar-I 27
 Father of Beth Parrish 

Bobbie Epstein-3/8-Adar-I 28
 Step-mother of Wendy Epstein 

Tess Abrams-3/10-Adar-I 30
 Daughter of Ronald Abrams 

Eunice Lazin-3/10-Adar-I 30
 Mother of Brenda Lazin 

Vicki Meadows-3/12-Adar-II 2
 Mother of Stacey Meadows 

Helen Feldman-3/15-Adar-II 5
 Grandmother of Jim Feldman 

Jeannette Stein-3/21-Adar-II 11
 Grandmother of Jessie Diamond

Murray Weinreb-3/29-Adar-II 19
 Father of Lisa Weinreb-Mervis 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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T’filot

Friday, March 18 - 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, March 19 – Vayikra – 10:00 a.m. – 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, March 26 – Tzav -  10:00 a.m. – A 
Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Friday, March 4 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat  
Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Gimel/Dalet Classes

Saturday, March 5 – Vayakhel – 9:00 a.m. – Tot 
Shabbat – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi 
Shawn

Thursday, March 10 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh 
Hodesh Adar II

Saturday, March 12 – Pekude – 10:00 a.m. – A 
Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

(continued from page 2)Rabbi’s Letter

of life and for the wellbeing of our precious planet.

Each one of us can be a heroine or hero in our own 
right. Since the death of singer/artist David Bowie 
in January, I have been pouring over many videos, 
interviews and lyrics that illuminate the use of masks 
and images he used to challenge and explore his own 
identity, gender assumptions, and the human journey. 
I have even integrated some of his music into Shabbat 
services the last few weeks and I think his song 
“Heroes” could be added to the lexicon of modern 
Purim songs, the chorus of goes:

I, I will be king 
And you, you will be queen 
Though nothing will drive them away 
We can beat them, just for one day 
We can be Heroes, just for one day

Thanks to modern Jewish feminist thought, Vashti, King 
Ahashverous’ wife has been claimed as one of the 

champions of the story, as she risked and lost her own 
standing by saying “No to the King” as our own Rabbi 
Margot Stein sings in her co-written Purim song.

I embrace the continuum of my interest, enjoyment 
and ambivalence (in true “VAV consciousness” style) 
as I approach the Purim story. To me, this is actually 
in keeping with Esther’s own journey towards self-
revelation and values-clarification, and what we 
as Jews, partners and allies wrestle with as we do 
the dance of being safe enough to hide out and be 
loved for our patterns and viewpoints, and strive 
to grow and unmask our surface presentation.  
Together, we discover the deeper Divine potential 
locked in each of us. To this end I look forward 
to what we will discover as we cast our lots (pur) 
together and unroll the scroll of our own stories 
and our people’s stories for all to hear once 
more. Hag Purim sameah – looking forward to 
ating with all of you at our multiple events this month.

http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/she-said-no
https://mishkan.org/rabbishawn/blog/a-new-year-begins-reflection-return-and-ingathering
https://mishkan.org/calendar

