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A New Year Begins:
Reflection, Return, and Ingathering

For everything there is a season 
And a time for all things in the world

(Kohelet/Ecclesiastes 3:1,  additionally  read during Sukkot)

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

It is such a blessing to share the Yamim Noraim (Days of Awe) again with 
all of you, and with joy and commitment, to gather-in for the many 
celebrations of Sukkot. We welcome the wonderful diversity of new and 
prospective members joining and exploring their spiritual and identity 
journeys with us. 

I pray something will stir in your soul, your awareness, your longing for 
the world that can be; what will spur you into action in the year ahead? 
I encourage you to get involved in Mishkan Shalom in new ways.  Our Brit 
Mishkan asks every member household to volunteer in our community. 
We want to define membership as more than an exchange of financial 
resources, though we must also be generous and committed with our 
resources as many of you have, to be sustainable in the long run. 

This year is 5777 in the Jewish calendar. The Hebrew letters, which 
are also numbers, represent strength (Ohz-Ayin-Zayin) and forward 
movement (Zuz). This combination of strength and movement calls us 
to engage with our deepest values and communal principles. We can 
step forward together with a fierce commitment to radically transform 
our lives, our communities and world. Throughout the Days of Awe, and 
the year ahead, we will explore and act on our mission and vision as an 
inclusive Jewish, spiritually activist, caring, and committed community. 

This is the year to raise the bar of involvement and take greater 
ownership of what the covenant of belonging means as a stakeholder 
in Mishkan Shalom. Thanks to our many volunteer organizers and High 
Holy Day Team, dozens of you already have roles in co-creating our 
journey into the new Jewish Year ahead. 

The Festival of Sukkot that follows invites us into a relationship with both 
time and space. We move into Sukkot, where we gather in vulnerability 
and celebration in an open-dwelling place- porous to the elements and 
welcoming to each other at the final harvest of the year. Through ushpizin, 
the tradition of welcoming in the spiritual presence of ancestors along 
with our family, friends and community, we reached  

We lo ok for ward
to gre et ing  the

 New Year  to gether! 

Remember that this is a 
good time to bring friends 
and family to Mishkan as 
tickets are not required. 

Contributions enable us to 
welcome everyone during 
the holidays.

Visit w w w.mishkan.org for 
more information.

(continued on next page)

http://www.jewishrecon.org/search-results?cx=008954817335942308364%3Ah-4vvzjlbvu&cof=FORID%3A11&ie=UTF-8&Q=Yamim+Noraim&sa.x=0&sa.y=0
http://mishkan.org/get-involved
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054ea4a729abfd0-brit
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054ea4a729abfd0-brit
https://mishkan.org/donations
https://mishkan.org/donations
https://mishkan.org/mishkan-at-a-glance
http://www.jewishrecon.org/search-results?cx=008954817335942308364%3Ah-4vvzjlbvu&cof=FORID%3A11&ie=UTF-8&Q=Ushpizin&sa=Search
http://www.mishkan.org


Letter from the Rabbi
           (continued from previous page)
across time connected with the rhythms of the 
earth and seasons and locate ourselves together in 
space, albeit a temporary dwelling that reminds us 
of the impermanence and the preciousness of each 
moment and place. 

Shemini Atzeret is the last stop on the Festival route 
where we are quiet and reflect on everything the 
holy days have brought to our attention - our 
relationships, community and the planet. We rejoice 
in our heritage at Simhat Torah, both in the particular 
of Jewish life and Torah itself, and also in the 
universal truths and diversity of life around us. 

Our commitment to become a stronger 
community through deepened engagement is an 
extension of and supported by the “VAV/AND” 
consciousness we focused on last year. This 
implies and invokes our ability to hold multiple 
perspectives and realities as part of a sacred 
whole. We will need this not only for our own 
individual and communal sake, but to address 
the core challenges to our lives, to the racial, 
economic, environmental, class and social justice 
we passionately pursue.

VAV consciousness stands in contrast to the in/out, 
with us/against us polarities of much of the religious, 
political and cultural discourse that dominates, 
including our own Jewish and broader community. 
It is a gateway to mutual understanding, our own 
healing and the well-being and sustainability of our 
planet. 

We will need this wisdom to remain open-hearted 
AND not feeling complacent in our opinions or 
stories about another person or people, or even our 
own community, while remaining on the side-lines. 
We will need this resolve to keep open to change 
AND stay rooted in our mission. We will need this 
passion to grow our own community AND do so 
with an unwavering commitment to the ecological 
wellbeing of our planet, those seeking asylum across 
the world, and those who still fight for the right to 
racial justice and healing in our own backyard. We 
will need to bring this approach to choice making 
and being change agents out of the abstract and into 
the polling booths in the month ahead.  Voting is a 
precious right and a Jewish imperative! 

Here’s to a wonderful month of Jewish celebrations 
and spiritually strengthening ourselves, each other 
and our communities together. Shanah Tovah, Gmar 
Tov and Hag Sameah all rolled into one!
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http://www.jewishrecon.org/search-results?cx=008954817335942308364%3Ah-4vvzjlbvu&cof=FORID%3A11&ie=UTF-8&Q=Shemini+Atzeret&sa=Search
https://mishkan.org/power-philadelphians-organized-to-witness-empower-rebuild
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couple they knew only slightly, he said, “We realized that 
we’re more related than we thought!” Village Shabbats 
are opportunities to engage with the community, make 
new friends and deepen our connections within the 
warmth of a fellow member’s home.  If you haven’t 
attended such a gathering, or would want to host one, 
I urge you to take the plunge.  Like Kabbalat Shabbat 
services, but more intimate, Villiage Shabbat offers 
relaxed time for delicious sharing over a Shabbat meal. 
It is a beautiful way to end a week and renew your 
spirit.  It’s also a great way to introduce new people 
and potential members to Mishkan.

Our engagement with our new tenant, the CB School, 
is another way Mishkan is turning toward love, not 
only within our member community, but by bringing a 
community into our home.  We open within ourselves, 
we turn toward one another, and then we open the 
wheel to bring our communal values to life within our 
own building.  For everyone: our school, the tenants, 
the staff, the community, each day is a turning, a choice 
to engage with what is less familiar, to bow and to bend 
and to make room – both literally and in our hearts 
– for this relationship to flourish so the lives of these 
students can come ‘round right.

The Yamim Noraim take place at a crucial turning for our 
country as well.  What will America turn toward in this 
year’s election?  The stakes are measured in lives lost 
and bigotry on the rise.  We must turn our attention 
outward, to increase justice, fairness, and decency in 
world. At this moment, Mishkan is supporting POWER’s 
voter registration campaign.  Our members are signing 
up, knocking on doors and standing on street corners 
with pledge–to–vote and registration forms.  If you 
haven’t yet, please join the campaign.

Turn. Open. Engage. Strengthen.  We at Mishkan cannot 
neglect to support our visionary rabbis, and our staff, 
or to repair and maintain our building/home.  The 
stronger we are within, the stronger our voice will be 
in the world.  The deeper our engagement, the stronger 
we become.  The more fully we turn, the greater the 
love we have to share.

May this season’s turning bring new hope, shower you 
with blessings, and take us all a step closer to the valley 
of love and delight.  Shana tova umetukah. 

With you,
Ellen

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free
‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed,
To turn, turn will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come ‘round right. 

       — Joseph Brackett, Jr.

This Shaker hymn at the heart of Aaron Copland’s 
“Appalachian Spring,” invites us to step into a new place, 
a valley of love and delight.  Within the circle of our 
lives, it is only by turning and turning again toward that 
love that we can get it right.  At any moment, we can 
turn.  And so after 37 years, Abby and I had Copland’s 
piece played at the end of our wedding ceremony last 
winter.

Now we are in the moment of turning together as a 
congregation, toward a new year.  Each of us within 
our own circles, all within the wheel we make as a 
community, will turn and turn to try to get right with 
our selves and each other.  

Our rabbis have offered us a theme for 5777:  
Strength and/through Engagement. At the 
S’lihot service, hearing the High Holiday melodies for 
the first time of our holy season, I turned inward, 
reaching for forgiveness, to free myself to love and 
be loved, better this year than last year.  Each of us 
undertakes a humbling accounting, yet the power of 
our prayer grows in community with others.  In our 
solitary turning, gentle or halting as it may be, we are 
strengthening ourselves. In our turning together as a 
congregation, each toward the other and the world 
around us, we grow the threads of our communal 
fabric, from our deep and tender places, strengthening 
the bonds between us.  

Our communal turning toward greater engagement 
started with September Village Shabbats, held in 
congregants’ homes across the city and the wider 
Philadelphia area.  The idea, as one of this month’s hosts 
puts it, “is simple, and really important.”  The Mishkan 
community convenes in smaller groups to share kiddush, 
motzi and a meal together, getting to know people who 
perhaps were unknown or known only as names or 
faces before.  One first-time participant told me the 
experience “was fabulous!”  While getting to know a 

by Ellen TichenorPresident’s Letter
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the earth and our openness to the Mystery all make 
us strong. The time is now, 5777 calls.  There is great 
potential for movement and change.

Delve deeply, reach boldly and join together to move 
the world toward compassion, generosity and peace.

I look forward to traveling through this year 
together—to building strength through our 
engagement with each other and through our 
engagement with gemilut hasdim and tikkun olam—
our acts of loving kindness, healing and repair.

Let 5777 be the year we look back upon and say: 
That was the year we did it. 5777 was the year 
we found the strength to move and act together 
to radically transform our world so as to leave 
it healthy and whole for our children’s children’s 
children.

Much blessing to all.

Shalom, 
  Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends,

Together we enter into 5777.  May this New Year 
bring good health and well-being.  May this season 
turn us toward compassion and justice, love and 
peace.

Our tradition teaches that each New Year brings 
with it attributes, wisdom and guidance based on the 
gematria—the way the Hebrew letters and numbers 
correspond.

The Hebrew letter ayin corresponds to 70 and the 
letter zayin corresponds to the number seven.  So 
the letters for this year can be read ayin zayin, 77, 
which is OZ – strength – and zayin zayin, seven-
seven, which is ZUZ, movement.

This New Year, 5777, offers us all the strength to move 
with heart directed wisdom and clarity.
The strength is here, this year is telling us; it is vast 
and powerful, present and available.  We do not have 
to create or manufacture it.  Our task is to open to 
receive the Infinite strength, to channel this strength 
and let it give us the courage to move and act with 
discernment, vision and power. 

This New Year urges us to remember that our 
connections with each other, our relationships with 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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their best 
level. Both 
Jonathan and 
Eliza jumped 
into the team 
quickly. 
The students 
and teachers 
are preparing 
their classes 
for the 
holidays. We 
have done 
some group 
activities 
to give the students fun ways to learn. Many of the 
children are going to be at the services for the 
holidays and we want them to feel familiar with the 
customs.

Our students are also spending more time leading 
services. Owen Spencer came back on September 17 
to read Torah and to give the dvar Torah again a week 
after his Bar Mitzvah on September 10. Our students 
Ethan Soloway and Sarah Cohen have read Torah 
many times since their B’nai Mitzvah. For those of us 
who attend services regularly, it is always a pleasure 
to see our youngest members come to lead. 

At the end of this month, on Sunday, October 30, 
our students will be doing their annual work out 
in the Wissahickon Park of weeding and planting 
called the Mishkanathon. Our youngest classes will 
work with our Site Committee to beautify our own 
outdoors. This year the money they raise will be 
used to enhance the visibility of what goes on at the 
school and the synagogue by raising money for a TV 
that will show flash drive pictures of our work and 
the activities in the synagogue. Consider making a 
donation to the Mishkanathon by sending a check to 
Mishkan Shalom with a note in the corner for the 
Mishkanathon. I would love everyone to see what is 
going on in our school and synagogue.

Have a great holiday. Shana Tovah!
   Rivka Jarosh        

Dear All,

When you read this, the school will already have 
been in session for a few weeks. I am delighted 
to have such a great staff working with me. We 
are a real team who have worked together long 
enough to help each other out with open hearts, 
trust and kindness. We have long-term teachers 
like Gabby Kaplan Mayer, who has been with us 18 
years, Mindy Dorfman, who has been with us for 
4 years, Julia Weekes who had taught for us for 7 
years and David Acker, who has been with us for 
10 years. (Chana) Ann Ellen Dickter is back with us 
after a few years away. She is a founding member 
of the synagogue. She taught for us for four years 
and this is the second year of her return to us.  All 
of these teachers are members of the synagogue 
and you can see them actively involved in the life of 
the synagogue. I do have to include myself with this 
group since I am now beginning my 26th year with 
the synagogue and school. 

This year we hired two new staff members. Our new 
Vav (6th grade) teacher, Jonathan Jackson, is a man  
who has taught in Philadelphia schools, taught Judaica 
at the college level and has come to Philadelphia 
to be in the Reconstructionist Rabbinical School. 
Because of his background, he is starting in the 
third year of Rabbinical School. Our other new 
staff member is in her words “a lifer” at Mishkan 
Shalom. Eliza Ruder, daughter of our Congregation 
President Ellen Tichenor and her other mom, Abby 
Ruder, comes to us as our special needs consultant. 
She is trained as a special education teacher and will 
be consulting with us to help our students learn to 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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Many Ways to 
Celebrate Sukkot !
“You will dwell in booths for seven days; 
all native of Israel shall dwell in booths.”
    – Leviticus 23:42

 The good news is that you don’t have to sleep 
outdoors for a week, in a booth you cobbled 
together from a mail-order kit, in order to observe 
Sukkot. The better news is that you have 21 
opportunities—seven days, three meals a day—to 
celebrate by eating in your own or someone else’s 
sukkah (or, at least, al fresco on the porch).

You can also join the festivities by helping to build 
or decorate the community sukkah or by joining a 
Mishkan gathering during the weeklong festival. 

The unreservedly joyful holiday of Sukkot, coming 
on the heels of the introspective Yom Kippur, is a 
chance to celebrate harvest and connection. It has 
both agricultural and historical roots, marking both 
the autumn’s bounty and the 40-year period when 
our ancestors wandered the desert and lived in 
fragile, temporary huts.

Mishkan offers multiple opportunities to savor 
Sukkot:

�� Help raise the community sukkah at 
Mishkan, Thursday, October 13. Contact 
Steve Jones for time and details, stjones18@
gmail.com

�� Help decorate the community sukkah with 
kids from Mishkan’s Hebrew School, Sunday, 
October 16, 9:30 a.m.

�� Erev Sukkot vegetarian potluck for new and 
prospective members, Sunday, October 16, 
5:00 p.m. at the home of Rabbi Shawn and 
Rabbi Simcha. RSVP to rabbishawn@
mishkan.org for the address!

�� Sukkot morning service led by Rabbi Shawn, 
Rabbi Yael and Julie Benioff; Monday, October 
17, 10:00 a.m. - noon

�� Celebrations! Sensory-sensitive Sukkot party 
at Mishkan, 5:30 p.m.

�� Shabbat and Sukkot, Saturday, October 22, 
9:00 a.m. Torah study, 10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Sukkot service and Bat Mitzvah of Sofia 
Erdakos-Roizman

�� Sukkot open house/potluck dinner, Saturday, 
October 22, 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the 
home of members Nancy Post and Chris 
Jacobs, 616 W. Upsal Street in Mt. Airy (just 
come around to the back yard!) Bring a dish 
to share (with serving utensils). RSVP to 
info@nancypost.com

And throughout the week, a hearty 
encouragement to invite Mishkan members to 
share a meal in your sukkah, if you have one (or 
wrangle an invitation to someone else’s sukkah, if 
you don’t), or simply savor the turn of seasons, the 
temporariness of life and the richness of harvest in 
a “virtual sukkah” on your deck or porch!

For additional resources about 
Sukkot see the Reconstructionist 

Movement Website

mailto:stjones18@gmail.com
mailto:stjones18@gmail.com
mailto:rabbishawn@mishkan.org
mailto:rabbishawn@mishkan.org
mailto:info@nancypost.com
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by Sharon RhodeLibrary
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One Book Mishkan:

Author Dr. Mel Scult Joins Our 
Panel Discussion

Save the Date: 
Sunday, December 11, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

The fall season is the perfect time to read our 12th 
annual One Book Mishkan selection, Mel Scult’s The 

Radical American Judaism of 
Mordecai M. Kaplan. We look 
forward to welcoming Dr. 
Scult to our panel discussion 
in mid-December, and hope 
you’ll join us in reading and 
discussing this scholarly, yet 
deeply personal, book.

Rabbi Kaplan’s concern with 
the spiritual fulfillment of 
the individual grew from the 
Judaism of disconnection 

he saw around him. We chose this powerful work 
on the founder of the Jewish Reconstructionist 
movement to build on last spring’s Reconstructionist 
conference on Jewish Peoplehood. How shall we 
adapt Kaplan’s ideas to new questions of Jewish 
identity, balancing particularism and universalism, 
rationalism and mysticism?

Noted historian of Reconstructionist Judaism, 
and leading biographer of Rabbi Kaplan, Dr. Scult 
mined Kaplan’s 27-volume diary and describes the 
development of Kaplan’s thought in conversation 
with a host of great thinkers who influenced Rabbi 
Kaplan.

Our panel will be moderated, once again, by long-
time Library Committee member and scholar, 
historian Dr. Harold Gorvine, who will convene the 
panel. Please watch this space for details on our 
distinguished guests.

Getting to Know Us: 
Library 101

As we enter this new year of 5777, it’s a fine time 
to acquaint yourself with our excellent collection 
of works of Jewish interest on a full range of topics. 
Never been in our library? Why don’t you stop by 
during some of the many services and gatherings 
taking place throughout the High Holiday season?

We have a self-circulating system for all items, 
except for a few non-circulating reference works. 
Guidelines for using the Library are posted on the 
bulletin board as you enter. If you’d like to take home 
a book on Shabbat or Yom Tov, just email us later, 
with your name and the title of the book, at library@
mishkan.org.

Return, Return Again

We encourage all Library patrons to scour your 
home bookshelves and return all previously 
checked-out items. Just place them in the return bin 
under the circulation table right inside the Library 
door. Then, check out your next selection!


Readers, Booklovers, 
Lovers of Libraries

We’re a scholarly and fun-loving bunch, here on the 
Library Committee. If you’d like to deepen your 
knowledge of Jewish subject matter and help to keep 
our Library flourishing, the Library Committee could 
be a great fit for you. We’d love to have you join us!

Learn more about the Library Committee and 
upcoming One Book Mishkan programs by visiting our 
Library page at: www.mishkan.org or write library@
mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

mailto:library@mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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and other prayers. “Starting the Torah and being 
able to read it and understand it changed my mind 
entirely.  Once you figure it out, it’s not as hard.”
 
Sofia’s Torah portion, a festival reading for Sukkot 
(Ex. 33:12-34) that includes the story of the golden 
calf, rang familiar—one of those biblical tales that 
had stuck in her mind over the years. This time, she 
was interested in the story’s symbolism. “I think it’s 
really interesting how they used this powerful force 
as a way to explain things around them because they 
didn’t really understand what was going on.”

Both Sofia and her brother, a budding drag 
performer, were onstage at Harrisburg Pride this 
summer; she dubs her routine “faux drag” and uses 
the stage name “Lady Poison.”

“I like the change of personality. With this alter ego, 
it gives me the sense that I can be whatever, and do 
whatever. Being in that almost-adult community is 
kind of fun.”

The kid-community—at least, at Colonial Middle 
School, where Sofia is in 8th grade—is more of a 
mixed bag. Sofia occasionally hears anti-gay slurs 
from students and wishes the school would expand 
its no-bullying campaign to include harassment 
against girls and women.

“I’m constantly the one who’s yelling at [people who 
bully]. My mom says, ‘You fight for what’s right.’”

Sofia began the school year nervous about 8th grade, 
but soon relaxed. “I realized that in the long haul, I’m 
an artist. I’m not stressed or nervous. All I know is 
that I’m going to do fine.”

Sofia Erdakos-Roizman
October 22

It wasn’t your typical tikkun olam project.

But “Fierce: A Youth Drag Camp Extravaganza” was 
rooted in the same values that drew Sofia’s family to 
Mishkan: openness, inclusion and creativity.

With help from one of her moms, Hadar, and a 
crew of volunteers, Sofia created the free, three-day 
camp, held in August at the William Way Center. The 
campers, including a trans girl and a gender-fluid teen, 
rotated through stations on hair, make-up, music 
and choreography before performing their original 
routines on the final day.

“They had a clear idea of what they wanted to do 
and the meanings behind it,” says Sofia, a skilled artist 
who does both glam and special effects make-up. 
“The trans girl was a male at first, then took off her 
male costume and was a princess. There was glitter 
everywhere.” She hopes to continue the camp, 
perhaps with the aid of a grant, in future summers.

Until a year and a half ago, Sofia’s family attended a 
synagogue that her grandfather attends and supports. 
His presence meant high expectations for Sofia and 
her cousins. “There was a lot of pressure, and not a 
lot of LGBT families,” she says. “But Mishkan is a lot 
more open, and a lot more about being connected 
with yourself and the people around you. Within the 
second day, I was making friends.”

Still, she was anxious about becoming a bat mitzvah. 
“I thought it would be the hardest thing in my entire 
life. I was not enthusiastic,” she recalls. Her tutor 
began with the aleph-bet, moving on to the v’ahavta 

by Anndee HochmanB'nai Mitzvah
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Interfaith Peace Walk and Peace & Social Justice Events

PEACE  WALK DATE:  

Peace Walk 2017
Sunday, April 30, 2017, 2:00  p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Once again we are walking in the West Oak Lane section of Philadelphia.  Details to follow in the coming months.

CALENDAR of INTERFAITH, PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE EVENTS

ISLAMIC HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATION
SEPT.  30—OCT. 31—MASJIDULLAH CENTER 7401 Limekiln Pike, Philadelphia 19141

Five weekends of public programs commemorating Islamic heritage, history, arts and culture during October, “a critical 
period, one month of non-profit organizations: Masjidullah Center for Human Excellence, Cultural Development 
Committee, and Images of the Motherland-Interactive Theatre.  

Link to full schedule and information: www.islamicheritagemonth.strikingly.com.  For questions, comments 
and additional information, contact Baba Ahmad Kenya at imagesofthemotherland@yahoo.com or call (267) 235-
7310.  For sponsorship, contact Maria Adilah Hameen at letuspointyou@gmail.com or call (267) 713-8663.

Tile-Making Workshop for Mishkan Shalom’s New Info Bulletin Board 

by Lance Laver, Chair, Aesthetics Committee

As part of the ongoing refurbishment of our First 
Floor Lobby, which is becoming a focal point for 
Mishkan Shalom members with the new tenant 
arrangements, the Aesthetics Committee and artist 
Karen Singer are creating a new information board 
to help members and visitors understand Mishkan’s 
core values and provide timely information about 
what’s happening at Mishkan.  

To that end, you are invited to participate in a 
tile-making workshop with Karen on Sunday, 
November 6, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., in the 
Social Hall to help create tiles for the border of this 
new information board.  These tiles will complement 
tiles made by our Hebrew School children in a 
previous workshop with Karen connected with our 
2015 exhibit, Honoring the Future—Harnessing the 
Power of Art to Educate, Empower and Engage 

the Public on Climate Change (www.onoringthefuture.
org), which included art about climate change by 
Peter Handler and Paula Winokur.
The focus on the November tile workshop 
is to enlarge on the environmental theme to 
encompass congregants’ ideas about tikkun olam/
repair of the world as a Mishkan core value.  The 
workshop will use terra cotta clay with no glazes, 
as a counterpoint to the children’s earlier glazed 
tiles.  The glazed and unglazed tiles will frame 
the forthcoming board, which the Aesthetics 
Committee hopes to install before the end of 2016.

This workshop is free and open to all Mishkan 
members.  You must simply pre-register 
by sending an e-mail to Karen Singer at 
karensinger@karensinger.com or Lance 
Laver at llaver4@comcast.net.  At the 
workshop, Karen will provide the base tiles for your 
work and offer direction on making the tiles.

http://www.islamicheritagemonth.strikingly.com
mailto:imagesofthemotherland%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.honoringthefuture.org/
http://www.honoringthefuture.org/
mailto:karensinger@karensinger.com
mailto:llaver4@comcast.net
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Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling – 
   IHO Nathan Horwitz
Rivka Jarosh – IHO David Piver
Gloria Keats – IMO Edith Finkelstein
Judy Kleppel – IHO Judy’s 2nd Bat Mitzvah
Lance and Mary Laver – IHO David Piver, 
   Nicholas Lodise and Brittany Lichtman
Diane and Murdock MacNeil – IMO Bill Grey
Phyllis Myers – IHO David Piver
Steve and Keely Newman – 
   IHO Lisagail Zeitlin and Sharon Gornstein, David
   Piver, Franklin Platt
Mishkan Choir
Thomas and Patricia Rath – IMO Bill Grey
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – IHO David Piver
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – 
   IHO Meah Konow Garretson’s Confirmation
   Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – IHO Sharon
   Gornstein, Lisagail Zeitlin  and Keely Newman
Susan Schewel and Lizzy Schmidt – 
   IHO Lisagail Zeitlin, Keely Newman and 
   Sharon Gornstein
Daniel Wagner – IMO Edith Finkelstein
Lisagail Zeitlin – 
   IHO Sharon Gornstein, Keely Newman
Lisagail Zeitlin – IMO Lynn Zeitlin

Library Fund
Susan Richards and Sharon Parker – 
   IHO Natalie Gorvine’s Birthday

Life Cycle Fund
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – IHO Judy Kleppel’s
   2nd Bat Mitzvah

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Bernice Crean
Mindy Dorfman and Lisa Moss
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman – 
   IMO Elissa’s Father
Rod MacNeil – IMO Edith Finkelstein
Lillian Sigal – IMO Philip Sigal

Contributions  
May 4, 2016 to September 15, 2016

B’nai Mitzvah 5776 Fund
Eve and Jay Moss – IHO Harry Moss Dorfman

General Donations
Eileen Abrams
Lawrence Arem – IMO Edith Finkelstein
Tsurah and Yosaif August – 
   IHO David Piver and Ellen Tichenor
Phyllis Berman and Arthur Waskow – 
   IHO Laufer/Carroll Family
Evelyn Bishop
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano- 
   IHO Lisagail Zeitlin, Keely Newman and Sharon
   Gornstein
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano – 
   IHO Carol Towarnicky
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano – 
   IHO Robbie and Carla Russock and Alan and
   Barbara Boroff
Jean Brody – IHO David Piver
Ilene Burak and Alexis Lieberman –
   IHO Elissa Goldberg’s Birthday
Ilene Burak and Alexis Lieberman – IHO David Piver
Ilene Burak and Alexis Lieberman – 
   IHO Natalie Gorvine’s 75th Birthday
Jennifer Coburn – 
   IHO the out-going and in- coming Board
Meryl Crean – IHO David Piver
Martha Fertman – IHO Gene Bishop and Andy Stone
Jeff Gelles and Sharon Gornstein –
   IHO Lisgail Zeitlin, Keely Newman and David Piver
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky – 
   IHO David Piver
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky – 
   IHO Ellen Tichenor
Ken Gornstein – IHO Sharon Gornstein
June Moss Handler – IMO Karen Singer’s Father
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall – IHO David Piver
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling – 
   IHO David Piver

Contributions
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Louis Miller – IMO Bill Grey
Roberta Moloff – IMO Bill Grey
Elaine Moise – IMO Bill Grey
Stephen Paesani – IMO Bill Grey
Cindy and Steve Perkiss – IMO Bill Grey
Kathleen Pilla – IMO Bill Grey
David Piver – IMO Bill Grey
Steve and Wendy Piller – IMO Bill Grey
T. Scott Plutchak – IMO Bill Grey
Nancy Rainey – IMO Bill Grey
Manuel Reich – IMO Bill Grey
Ira Rosenblum and Kenneth Karpel – IMO Bill Grey
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – IMO Bill Grey
Diana Ryan – IMO Bill Grey
Pamela Snelson – IMO Bill Grey
Paul Steinke – IMO Bill Grey
Larry and Paula Wallach – IMO Bill Grey
Helena Washington – IMO Bill Grey
Christine Ware – IMO Bill Grey
Eileen Webb – IMO Bill Grey
Frederick and Camille Weissman – IMO Bill Grey
Evelyn and David White – IMO Bill Grey
Beverly Wilpon – IMO Bill Grey
Sandy and Jay Wilpon – IMO Bill Grey
Shari Wilpon – IMO Bill Grey
Pat Wynne – IMO Bill Grey
Janet Yamron – IMO Bill Grey
Simone Zelitch – IMO Bill Grey
Mark Zwanger and Malcolm Kram – IMO Bill Grey

Spring A2016 Appeal
Dee Dee and Marcos Lopez
Cindy and Steve Perkiss
David Piver
Lawrence Weisberg

Yahrzeit Memorial 
Marcy and Mitchell Levy
Lisagail Zeitlin

School Donations
Gael and Jamie Simon

Site Development Fund
Karen Albert – IMO Bill Grey 
Kathleen Anderson – IMO Bill Grey 
Mary Alice Annecharico – IMO Bill Grey
Warren Ayres – IMO Bill Grey 
Lisa Barsky and Bill Blauvelt – IMO Bill Grey 
James Basilio – IMO Bill Grey
Robin Berenholz and Mark McCullen – 
   IMO Bill Grey
Gene Bishop and Andy Stone – IMO Bill Grey
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano – IMO Bill Grey
Joe Brenman – IMO Bill Grey
Robin Brown-Stovall and Earl Stovall – IMO Bill Grey
Wendy Cramer – IMO Bill Grey
Mark Delowery – IMO Bill Grey
Jessie and Scott Diamond – IMO Bill Grey
Teresa Edwards – IMO Bill Grey 
Randall Enos and James Milne – IMO Bill Grey
Barbara Foxman – IMO Bill Grey
Sonya Garfinkle – IMO Bill Grey 
Linda Gerson and Tony Meyer – IMO Bill Grey
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky – IMO Bill Grey
Denine Gorniak – IMO Bill Grey
Jonathan and Cheryl Green – IMO Bill Grey
Sue Anne Grier – IMO Bill Grey
Michael Hairston and Dan Rothermel – 
   IMO Bill Grey
David Hewitt – IMO Bill Grey
Victor and Bernadette Janas – IMO Bill Grey
Paul and Diane Hunter – IMO Bill Grey 
Gary Kaplan – IMO Bill Grey 
Dan Kipnis – IMO Bill Grey
Judith Large – IMO Bill Grey
Bea Leopold – IMO Bill Grey
Francine and Bruce Levin – IMO Bill Grey
David Lewis – IMO Bill Grey
Margaret Lynch – IMO Bill Grey
David May – IMO Bill Grey
Lynne Mazer – IMO Bill Grey
Alan Mendelsohn – IMO Bill Grey

Contributions
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Mishkan Shalom invites you to Yamim Noraim services - 5777 
“Turning/teshuvah, prayer/tefi lah and acts of justice/tzedakah  

have the power to change our l ives 

SATURDAY		
September	24	
7:30		p.m.		–	9:00	p.m.	
9:00	p.m	–	10:30	p.m.	
	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

SELICHOT (FORGIVENESS) 
• 7:30	p.m.	–	transFORMation	workshop	with	Ori	Alon	
9	p.m.	–	Service	of	Healing	and	Forgiveness	with	Rabbi	Shawn	and	Rabbi	Yael	

SUNDAY	
October	2	
6:00	p.m.		
*	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

Erev Rosh HaShanah  
• 6:00	p.m.	–	Evening	service		

MONDAY	
October	3	
	9	a.m.	–	1	p.m.	
*	at	Haverford	School	

Rosh HaShanah f irst day  
• 9:00	a.m.	–	10:30	a.m.–	Shacharit	(morning)	service		
• 10:30	a.m.	–	1	p.m.:	Torah	service,	sermon,	shofar	and	musaf	
• 1:00	p.m.	–	Potluck	lunch	–	no	nuts	please!	
• 3:30	p.m.	–	Tashlich	in	Valley	Green	across	from	the	Valley	Green	Inn	
	

TUESDAY	
October	4	
9	a.m.	–	1		p.m.	
*	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

Rosh HaShanah second day  
• 9	a.m.	–	1	p.m.:	A	Way	In	Mindfulness	/Mishkan	Shalom	Service	

	
SATURDAY		
October	8	
9	a.m.	–	1	p.m.	

*	at	Mishkan	Shalom	

Shabbat  Shuvah: The Shabbat of Return 
• 9:00	a.m.	–	10:00	a.m.–	Teshuvah	study	with	Rabbi	Shawn	Zevit		
• 10:00	a.m.	–	1	p.m.	-			FORGIVENESS,	ATONEMENT	and	SOCIAL	JUSTICE	with	

Rabbi	Shawn	and	guest	speakers.	

TUESDAY		
October	11	
5:30	p.m.		
*	at	Haverford	School	

Kol Nidre: Yom Kippur Eve 
• 5:30	p.m.	Community	gathers	to	write	cards	for	Al	Chet	(the	past	year’s	
misdeeds)	and	place	objects	on	the	memorial	altar	

• 6:00	p.m.	Kol	Nidre	Service	
	

WEDNESDAY	
October	12	
9	a.m.	–	7	p.m.	
*	at	Haverford	School	

Yom Kippur Services 
• 9:00	a.m.	–	11:15	a.m.–	service	using	Kol	Haneshamah	Machzor	with	Rabbi	Shawn	

Zevit,	Kohenet	Shoshana	Bricklin	and	other	Mishkan	leaders.	
• 9:00	a.m.	–	11:15	a.m.–	A	Way	In	Mindfulness	service	with	Rabbis	Yael	Levy,	

Margot	Stein	and	Myriam	Klotz	
• 11:15	a.m.	–	1:45	p.m.	–	Torah	service,	sermon,	discussion,	haftarah,	Musaf	
• 1:45	p.m.	–	2:45	p.m.	–	Avodah	service	led	by	Wendy	Galson	&	Susan	Windle	
• 3:00-4:00	pm	–	Learning	And	Discussion	Sessions	
• 4:15	p.m.	–	5:00	p.m.		–	Yizkor					
• 5:00	p.m.	–	6:00	p.m.			Mincha/Afternoon	service	
• 6:00	p.m.	–	7:00	p.m.		–	Neilah/Closing	service	and	Break	Fast	
• Potluck	“Break-the-Fast”	meal	follows	service	
	

 
Children’s Services 

Rosh	Hashanah	First	Day		
&	Yom	Kippur	

• 9:30	a.m.	–	10:15	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(0-5	year	olds)		
• 10:30	a.m.		–	11:30	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(5-8	year	olds)		
• 11:30	a.m.		–	12:30	p.m.	–	Children’s	services	(9-12	year	olds)	

Rosh	Hashanah	Second	Day	 • 10:00	a.m.		–	11:30	a.m.		–	Children’s	services	(5-12	year	olds)		
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Leicht Jasper, Vera Good and Loretta Soloman (friends 
of Eilen Levinson), in our prayers as well. May they all 
experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM

 If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org 
and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete support 
to members in need of short term help, including 
meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please don’t hesitate 
to ask.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan members. 
It is our communication central for sharing life cycle 
events and community needs for help.  If you are not 
receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam, 
or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts 
of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).  If 
you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or 
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts 
of Caring.  Please contact the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a marvelous 
way to connect our community! Please don’t be shy 
- send all lifecycle events you would like to be posted 
to our email address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov

We extend a joyous mazel tov to Sophia Erdakos 
Roizman and her family on Sophia’s becoming 
a Bat Mitzvah and to Arthur Waskow who 
celebrates his second Bar Mitzvah this month. 
Another hearty mazel tov to Erica Catlin and 
Galeet Cohen whose daughter, Edith Allegheny 
Cohen Catlin, was born on August 22.  We 
welcome Edith to the Mishkan community. 

Condolences

We send condolences to Marcy Boroff, Maria 
Veneziano and Hannah Boroff on the death of 
Marcy’s father (Maria’s father-in-law, Hannah’s 
grandfather), Alan Boroff, and to Sharon Parker 
and Susan Richards on the death of Sharon’s 
brother-in-law, Douglas Parker.  May Marcy, Maria, 
Hannah, Sharon and Susan be comforted among 
all who mourn, and may Alan’s and Douglas’s 
memory be for a blessing.
 
Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members David 
Schwager, Jennifer Coburn, Erica Eisenberg, Jane 
Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Robin 
Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane 
Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), 
Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra 
Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Sheila Hyatt (sister of 
Maralin Blistein), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & 
Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of 
Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy Galson 
and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie Post and 
Joseph Post (sister and father of Nancy Post) and Judy 

G’milut Hasadim / Acts of Caring

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits
Mark Rybnick-10/18-Tishrei 16
 Cousin of Ellie Barbarash

Bea Horwitz-10/19-Tishrei 17
 Mother of Seth Horwitz

Rita Gorvine-10/20-Tishrei 18
 Mother of Harold Gorvine 

Jeannette Mathey-10/23-Tishrei 21
 Friend of Leslie Hurtig & Thomas Ginsberg 

Keith Scearce-10/24-Tishrei 22
   Father of Marie Scearce

Becky Hoffmann-10/26-Tishrei 24
 Friend of Joyce Hanna 

Marlene Meskin-10/26-Tishrei 24
 Sister of Paula Wallach 
 
Wallace Morris-10/27-Tishrei 25
 Father-in-Law of Richard M Heiberger 

Ruth Silver-10/27-Tishrei 25
 Mother of Joel Silver 

Leonard Elwell-10/28-Tishrei 26
 Father of Stephen Elwell 
 
Rita McCullen-10/30-Tishrei 28
 Mother of Mark McCullen 

Adolph Wolfsohn-10/30-Tishrei 28
 Father of David Wolfsohn 

Rhoda Jonas-10/31-Tishrei 29
 Mother of Jacqueline Jonas 

Ferrer Levinson-10/31-Tishrei 29
 Father of Eilen Levinson

Gerri Levinson-10/31-Tishrei 29
 Mother of Eilen Levinson

Sara Laver-10/4-Tishrei 2
 Mother of Lance & Mary Laver
 Grandmother of Claire Laver  

Jonas Crimm-10/9-Tishrei 7
 Father of Walt Crimm 

Emma Belasco-10/10-Tishrei 8
 Grandmother of Andrea Belasco 

Sam Kaufman-10/10-Tishrei 8
 Father of Robert Kaufman 

Marcia Reuben-10/10-Tishrei 8
 Mother of Jack Reuben 

Maurice Stanley Friedman-10/11-Tishrei 9
 Friend of Susan Richards  

Henry Galson-10/11-Tishrei 9
 Grandfather of Wendy Galson 

Henry Maschler-10/12-Tishrei 10
 Father of Rina Maschler 

Jean Somers-10/12-Tishrei 10
 Mother of Larry Somers

Harvey Stone-10/12-Tishrei 10
 Father of Andrew Stone 

Morris Kleiner-10/13-Tishrei 11
 Father of David Kleiner 

Alan Masters-10/13-Tishrei 11
 Father of Steve Masters 

Martin Brenman-10/14-Tishrei 12
 Father of Joe Brenman 

Arlene Bellinger-10/16-Tishrei 14
 Mother of Daniel Auerbach 

Eva Mayro-10/17-Tishrei 15
 Mother of Leslie Mayro
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.

Saturday, October 1 – Nitzavim – 10:00 a.m. – 
A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Sunday, October 2 – 6:00 p.m. – Candle 
lighting and reflection and Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Service

Monday, October 3 – 9:00 a.m. – Rosh 
Hashanah Service

Tuesday October 4 – 9:00 a.m. – Rosh 
Hashanah Service

Saturday, October 8 – Vayelech – 9:00 a.m. – 
Spiritual Direction Circle – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat 
Shuvah Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Julie Benioff

Tuesday, October 11 – 5:30 p.m. – 
Community cards for Al Het – 6:00 p.m. – Kol Nidre

Wednesday, October 12 – 9:00 a.m. – Yom 
Kippur Service

Friday, October 14 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, Julie Benioff, Aleph, 
Bet and Gimel Classes

Saturday, October 15 – Ha’azinu – 10:00 a.m. 
– A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Monday, October 17 – 10:00 a.m. – Sukkot 
Service, with Rabbis Shawn and Yael

Saturday, October 22 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Sofia Erdakos-Roizman will 
be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Sunday, October 23 – 7:00 p.m. – Simhat Torah 
(with Dorshei Derekh band)

Monday, October 24 – 10:00 a.m. – Combined 
community Shemini Atzeret, Simchat Torah w. Rabbi 
Shawn and Dorshei Derekh leaders at GJC.

Friday, October 28 – 5:00 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, Israeli singer Ami 
Yares and guest musicians

Saturday, October 29 –10:00 a.m. – Shabbat 
Bereysheit with Rabbi Shawn. 5:00 p.m. – Minha Bar 
Mitzvah Service, with Arthur Waskow


