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We will not know how we will best serve YHVH
until we get there. (Exodus 10:26)
We do not know what form our service will take, what the world
will be like or what will be called from us. The world is in flux and
our lives are also changing moment to moment. Not-knowing can
be terrifying and yet it also holds the infinite potential of our power
and creativity. We can only prepare for this mystery by becoming
fully present, by accessing the fullness of Being in this moment,
knowing that when we are called, we will respond with that fullness.
On this journey to freedom, we must dare to live in a place of
uncertainty that is held inside the confidence that just showing up
in our fullness and in our uniqueness is enough. We will not know
what is needed until we get there. Each moment is a new “there.”
– Rabbi Shefa Gold
A year ago, at this time, I titled my Kol Shalom newsletter article, “We
Were Made For These Times” taking the lead of African-American
writer Kaira Jewel Lingo, whose book by that title addresses and
gives direction to what we have experienced even more so since its
publication, that “we all go through times when it feels like the ground
is being pulled out from under us.” I drew on our people’s timeless
teaching on what it means to meet the challenges of our times with
faith and commitment in the face of the unknown and constantly
shifting landscapes of our individual and collective lives.
Lingo’s book is a response to “this era of global disruption, threats
to our individual, social, and planetary safety... Not only are loss and
separation painful, but even positive changes can cause great stress. Yet
life is full of change: birth, death, marriage, divorce; a new relationship;
losing or starting a job; beginning a new phase in life or ending one.
Through mindful individual and communal approaches, we can navigate
difficult times of transition, to nurture deeper freedom and stability in
daily life.”
(continued on the next page)

Rabbi’s Letter

(continued from previous page)

These teachings, alongside our Jewish Sages, sacred
texts and rituals, traditional and contemporary
wisdom teachings, still inspire and guide me, especially
as we take the journey from Passover to Shavuot and
beyond.

And bless you, our incoming president, Jean Brody,
the current and new board in formation, committee
and task force chairs and members, volunteers,
Kohanim and Levites, Maria, Gabby, Holli, Lynn,
Maralin, Chris, TJ, our teachers, and tutors, building
managers and cleaning staff, for all you have gifted
us with. Rabbi Sarah Brammer-Shlay- thank you for
all you brought to us this year and blessings on your
new chaplaincy position at Grinnell in Iowa! Hazak
Hazak v’nithazek- let us continue to be resilient and
strengthen each other!

At the same time, the events over time have not left
me or any of us unimpacted observers to events.
Losing both my parents since pandemic times, the
transitions, and growing needs in our own community
as we return to in-person and on-line offerings,
social justice and ecological issues, the unceasing
tensions and violence in Israel and Palestine, and the
devastating war in Ukraine are only a few of life’s
unfolding moments and ongoing events. The words
of Wendell Berry resonate in my soul so often these
days:

I am so moved by the way so many of you have
engaged in such trying times to lead and participate:
in our transitioning to Shabbat Hebrew School,
new online membership portals, staffing re-think
tank, strategic learning process, our cochairs and
solicitation team in year five of our successful
sustainability campaign, our incredibly successful
fundraising efforts under Bob Prischak’s shepherding,
helping in the meaningful processing and celebration
of Rabbi Yael in her professional leave-taking, Barry
Dornfeld in his nearly completed documentary about
us, acts of caring in times of loss and joy, numerous
short and long-term justice actions and campaigns,
almost daily new and familiar online and in person
programs and spiritual services- the appreciation list
is enormous .

It may be that when we no longer know what to do
we have come to our real work,
and that when we no longer know which way to go
we have come to our real journey.
The mind that is not baffled is not employed.
The impeded stream is the one that sings.
All this to say, that while I still find inspiration in
the idea that “we are made for these times,” it is
no longer the full truth for me. More and more I
experience that these times are remaking us,
by how we meet and adapt to the constant change of
circumstance, eruption of events and pivot in the face
of new tributaries of possibility and difficulty. It may
only be years from now we will reflect on who we
have individually and communally become, forged in
the hot kiln of our times.

Let us continue to work for the common good here
at Mishkan Shalom, and our greater Philadelphia
community and world in the months ahead. Invite a
friend or neighbor to a service or program and let us
keep growing together. We are all members of the inreach/outreach team- it is in one-to-one relationship
building that community happens, that social change
occurs, and true transformation is possible.

As we remain committed to our spirituality and
activism, please remember in the months left in
5782, to schedule in your own self-care and cultivate
gratitude and express it. Hoda’ah- gratitude is an
ancient and core Jewish practice! It is from this
Hebrew word that Yehudah or Jew comes fromwe are the Grateful People, not only Yisrael/GodWrestlers through our lineage.

Kayitz tov- have a wonderful summer, (a.k.a. Tammuz,
Av and Elul!). See you under the stars for Shabbat and
elsewhere soon!

If you have read this and have thoughts or reflections,
please let me know at Rabbishawn@mishkan.org or call
my cell at 610-585-0702 and set up a time to talk and
get to know each other better over the summer. It would
mean a great deal to me to know your thoughts and
reflections as we look to a new year ahead.

Thank you for the three remarkable years of your
presidency, Steve Jones, helping to lead us through
unprecedented times- you are a mensch among men!
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Resources on Israel and Palestine
by Rabbi Shawn Zevit
ethical speech and our own Statement of Principles,
where we do not divide Gemilut Hasadim (Acts of Lovingkindness, i.e., how we treat each other) and Tikkun Olam
(i.e., the actions we take in the world for justice and our
values). “ – Rabbi Shawn Zevit

SHALU SHALOM YERUSHALAYIM
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF YISRAEL
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF YISHMAEL
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF
ALL THE WORLD
LET ALL THE WORLD LIVE IN PEACE
SHALOM, SALLAM,
SHALU SHALOM YERUSHLAYIM

“We are mindful of the fact that the world has changed
over the last 30 years, that the political situation in Israel/
Palestine has changed. We are mindful of the fact that
over the years, attempts to discuss Israel/Palestine have
led to meaningful collective action but also to great
acrimony. We at Mishkan cannot ignore these realities,
if sometimes we would like to both personally, and
communally.”
– Gene Bishop, z” l,
Mishkan Shalom founding member, 2018

“Our need to secure Israel must not blind us to the
sufferings of the Palestinians, who also have ties to the
land. The perpetuation of this suffering violates the
Jewish commitments to justice and compassion. Jews and
Palestinians must recognize and support one another’s
rights to national self-determination in the land they share
and revere.”
– Mishkan Shalom
Statement of Principles

https://mishkan.org/committee/israel-israel-palestine
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/connect/israel

“Engaging with issues and events in Israel and Palestine
is a commitment to building relationships with people,
not only ideas and concepts. We are also committed to
dialogue and action that honors a key part of Jewish

To get involved in our Israel-Palestine programming
committee please contact our chair Marcy Boroff,
marcy.boroff@gmail.com

Celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut, Wed., May 4, 7:00 pm on Zoom
Join us for Mishkan’s annual Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel Independence Day program. In celebration
of the Shmita year - a time when we let the soil rest and restore - Rabbi Shawn Zevit and
Rabbinic Intern Sarah Brammer Shlay will co-host an online program featuring representatives
from Eco Peace Israel and Jordan (https://ecopeaceme.org/). They will discuss sustainability
and other issues facing Israel-Palestine and Jordan as part of the organization’s ongoing work
for justice and self-determination in the Middle East region, and the future of the planet which
knows no borders. Join Us On Zoom Here ** Mtg. ID: 847 1868 6296 ** PW: 421971

Watch the Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Ceremony on Zoom, Tues., May 3, 2:00 pm
Mishkan’s Israel-Palestine Committee encourages your participation in The Israeli-Palestinian
Memorial Ceremony. The event honors the lives lost in the conflict on both sides. The growing
popular success of this event models for more Israeli, Palestinian and international audiences that
non-violent, bi-national cooperation and humanization is feasible.

Please register here
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President’s Letter

by Steve Jones

Dear Community:

“. . . .two important communitywide events...will allow us to savor
our achievements and acknowledge
contributions by our members....a special
Friday night service on June 10, where we
will honor this year’s Yad l’Yad awardees
(pp. 11-13) . . .
. . . . [and] we will gather in person on
Sunday, June 12. . . for our last community
meeting of the year, starting with outdoor
togetherness and food, and ending with
the approval by the community of our new
Board for 5783.”

I hope you take time to read Rabbi Shawn’s piece
in this edition of Kol Shalom. He draws on wisdom
from Rabbi Shefa Gold and writer Kaira Jewel Lingo
in identifying ways that our traditions provide us
with adaptability to help us respond to uncertainty,
and also notes how uncertain and challenging
circumstances can change who we are, often for the
better. One of my take-aways from Rabbi Shawn’s
piece is that our foundational myth related to crossing
the sea, on the way into the unknown, is a framework
for standing firmly on shaky ground.
My wish for us as we prepare for the fourth quarter of
5782 is that we continue our faith in each other, and
keep heading for our metaphorical Sinai. We may not
always go in a straight line, but the signs I see are positive!

In the nearer term, there are two important
community-wide events that will allow us to savor
our achievements and acknowledge contributions by
our members. Please plan to attend a special Friday
night service on June 10, where we will honor this
year’s Yad l’Yad awardees, Lynne Iser, Rabbi Mordechai
Liebling, and Sharon Weinman! This event is always
a warm experience that helps us remember how our
individual members build the community we share.

Our Mishkan@30 campaign continues to have
incredible success, thanks to the expressions of
faith that members have made in our future, even
in uncertain times. We exceeded our goal, and are
headed toward a million dollars in pledges. Although
we are finishing the final year of the campaign, there
is still a chance for members who have not made
a pledge to do so. Our goal is to get as close as
possible to 100% participation, at whatever level
fits each household’s circumstances. Thanks to
the success of this campaign, we have been able to
reduce our borrowing costs, have made necessary
improvements in our building, and have strengthened
our reserves. We are now in the process of designing
a donor recognition display that will honor all those
who have participated.

We will gather in person on Sunday, June 12 (a week
after Shavuot) for our last community meeting of the
year, starting with outdoor togetherness and food,
and ending with the approval by the community of
our new Board for 5783.
Looking both back and forward from today’s vantage
point, I feel a sense of certainty that our community
is going to be more than OK, and as Rabbi Shawn
says, there is a new “us” that has been “forged in the
hot kiln of our times.”

Thanks to the work of dozens of participants in our
discernment processes this year, we have set strategic
community priorities and have a staffing plan for 5783.
We will hire a Director of Synagogue Operations
to help take the administrative burden from our
Rabbi and volunteer lay leaders. We will bring back
the team of Holli and Gabby to lead our school, in
adjusted roles, and will see a new and exciting religious
school curriculum developed by Gabby. We are also
well on our way to bringing into the community parttime rabbinic interns to perform functions that we do
not ask our three-quarter time Rabbi to perform. We
also have a shared commitment to focus on personal...
communications and interactions between members,
especially newer members, in order to create a
greater sense of connection.

I’ll end with words from Rabbi Shefa Gold, and the
wish that we continue to “show up in our fullness:”
On this journey to freedom, we must dare
to live in a place of uncertainty that is held
inside the confidence that just showing up in
our fullness and in our uniqueness is enough.
We will not know what is needed until we get
there. Each moment is a new “there.”
Shalom,
Steve Jones

4

How to Register SCAN THIS QR CODE WITH YOUR MOBILE
PHONE to view all the current items and to bid when the time comes. Share on
social media! OR COPY THIS URL CODE into your favorite browser:

https://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/auctionhome.action?auctionId=341699076

Pack your bags for
Wellfleet, Cape Cod, MA
Wiscassett, ME
Catskills, NY or
Delray Beach, FL

MANY Gourmet
Pastry Bundles ~
Made Just for
You!

Judaica,
posters,
ceramics
original
art & art
workshops

MISHKAN SHALOM’S

The
PHILLIES
PACKAGES!

Asian Fusion, Make YourOwn Dumplings, Spanish
Paella Your Way, Shabbat
& Italian Dinners!

THE excitement
STARTS
sat. MAY 7, 8:00 pm
& ENDS
Sun. May 15, 8:00 pm

HERE'S HOW TO Register, Bid AND WATCH!
Simply click the Register to Bid link at the top right of the Mishkan auction page.
Fill in all required* fields including your credit card info and check “I Agree to the Terms of Use.” Once
registered, you can add auction Watch items to your account so that when auction bidding opens on
Saturday May 7 at 8pm, you can place bids, purchase auction items, and receive event updates by email.
Explore the site and share our Auction link with others on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!

PREVIEW SOME OF THE MANY ITEMS IN OUR AUCTION DISPLAY ROOM AT MISHKAN SHALOM
Stop by before or after services on Friday, May 6th or Saturday, May 7th or during Hebrew School on
Wednesday evening, May 4. An auction committee volunteer will be available.
All who visit the building must be masked.

Questions or need info? Contact julia.weekes@gmail.com

A Weekend in the Woods

to show up for the great food and plentiful snacks
without having to think at all about providing for
anyone. We loved getting to have conversations
that lasted more than 10 minutes because our kids
were entertained!
The youngest of young members are welcome, as
are the oldest of old! This year we have college
students returning
for the retreat, as
well as children of
all other ages. We
have members
whose children are
grown and members
who do not have
children—the
retreat is a place
for everybody.
There will be
Kabbalat Shabbat,
campfires, Torah
study, Kids’ Shabbat
services, a nature
walk, an ice cream
social, ADULT BACKGAMMON, arts and crafts,
swimming in the pool or the lake, jewelry making
and fixing, adult happy hour, children’s happy hour,
a talent show, an adult-only night hike, Havdalah,
yoga, softball, spiritual direction, and a hike to a
waterfall. Nothing is mandatory; everything is
possible.

REGISTER NOW for our
Memorial Day
Weekend Retreat ~
May 27, 28 29
By Ali Michael
How many minutes a year do you spend enjoying
the company of fellow Mishkaners? If we added
up all the ten-minute conversations that happen
before and after services and other events (and
that’s only if we’re in person), would it be an
hour? Two hours? Four, if you’re lucky? Part of
why the Mishkan Weekend in the Woods is such a
powerful event each year is that it includes a good
15-20 hours of low pressure, fun opportunities to
be together with other Mishkaners all in the same
weekend. It’s a chance to build real relationships
that make those sporadic 10-minute conversations
throughout the year more meaningful. It’s a chance
to see one another in different contexts—over
meals, walking through the woods, treading water
in the deep end of the pool, painting side by side,
toasting marshmallows by a fire. The Weekend
in the Woods makes everything else we do at
Mishkan even better.
There is so much that
I love about Mishkan.
But far and away
the thing I love most
about Mishkan is the
Weekend in the Woods
that happens once
a year in May at the
Reconstructionist Movement’s own summer camp
in the Poconos: Camp Havaya. This year’s retreat
is Memorial Day Weekend. Starting on Friday, May
27 and ending on Sunday, May 29 by 4:00 p.m.,, the
retreat creates space for a full 24-hour Shabbat in
the woods, with plenty of time to rest, to play, to
read, to attend services, and to eat! My family has
attended the retreat since our now 11-year-old
was 6 months old. In those early years, one of
our favorite parts of the retreat was that someone
else was in charge of planning the meals, shopping
for food, cooking, and cleaning up. It was possible

Don’t get shut out of the fun

REGISTER HERE RIGHT NOW!
Questions?

Please contact Retreat
co-chairs, Lisagail Zeitlin or Lisa Moss:
mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com
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Tikkun Olam

by Gail Bober

Immigrant and Refugee Rights Committee – May/June
Please call your congressperson and advocate for
three things:

There are many crises now in the world—Ukrainians
fleeing their homeland and in limbo in European
countries, Afghans evacuated to the U.S. but here
only on a temporary status while 200,000 others
were left behind, and Haitians being expelled at the
Mexican U.S. border as other asylum seekers are
forced to remain in Mexico.

1) Speed up refugee processing for Ukrainians and
Afghans, and provide alternative pathways for these
populations to enter the U.S. legally.
2) Pass the Afghan Adjustment Act for Afghans
already in the U.S. so our Afghan allies who have
been evacuated have a path to permanency.

Our refugee and immigration system, decimated
under the previous administration, is totally
inadequate to respond to these life-threatening
events. For example, even though the President
has called for the admission of 100,000 Ukrainian
refugees, the structure for the program is not
in place. Thousands of Afghans who have been
evacuated must now individually apply for asylum if
they seek to stay in the U.S. permanently and we are
learning that there is a strong possibility many will be
denied. The administration has finally repealed Title
42, which denied entry to all of those at the Mexico
border due to COVID 19, but the President is facing
tremendous pressure to reverse course.

3) Support the end of Title 42 and allow those
seeking asylum to have their claims heard in a fair and
humane system.
You can find your representative by going to this
website and putting in your zipcode:
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-yourrepresentative
We are also investigating the possibility of Mishkan
sponsoring a refugee family, so please check Ma
Hadash and future editions of Kol Shalom for
additional information about this important work
with HIAS PA.

As we discussed recently during Passover and, as the
Torah teaches us, “when a foreigner resides in your
land, do not mistreat them.” We ask our Mishkan
community to become advocates for a strong and
just refugee and asylum system.

You can read more about Mishkan’s Immigrant and Refugee
Rights Committee by

CLICKING HERE
Questions? Suggestions? Please contact Gail Bober,
gbober52@gmail.com.
Interested in joining a special list-serve for this committee to get up-to-date
information? Contact Seth Horwitz at reachseth@gmail.com
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B’nai Mitzvah

by Anndee Hochman

Olivia Nuñez
May 7
We started with the basic
blessings, which I knew a lot
of from going to services.”
Her strong memory helps,
too, as does a connection
with the parasha, Kedoshim
(Lev. 19:1-20:27), which
outlines various rules for
living: Don’t put a stumbling
block before the blind and,
when growing trees, share
their fruit with God and with others.

There are 1,387 children’s books in the Mishkan
library. Olivia is proud to know that number. She’s
even more proud to have catalogued every one of
those volumes for her tikkun olam project, using an
online service called LibraryThing. Before she started,
those books were a hidden trove, cached in various
parts of the 2nd-floor library.
“All of them were not online; some teachers didn’t
even know they existed. We’re hoping to put the
catalogue onto the Mishkan website and maybe have
it accessible to every Mishkan member,” Olivia says. “I
like organizing and helping people—specifically things
that aren’t really seen by others.

Because relatives on the Ecuadorian side of Olivia’s
family will be among the celebrants at her bat
mitzvah, she plans to share parts of her d’var Torah
in Spanish, a language she uses daily at Independence
Charter School. She’ll ask: What does holiness mean
to you, and how do you live it out?

Olivia doesn’t only shine behind the scenes. She
remembers being the kid in Hebrew School classes
waving her hand in the air with an answer and, later,
doing on-the-fly improv sketches while standing on
the desks.

Her answer: “Using what the Torah says and putting
it into the world around us: helping others, not being
mean, not lying.”

By the time she was in 4th or 5th grade, she knew
she would have a bat mitzvah. “My grandmother
wasn’t allowed to have one [as a girl], so she had one
a year or two before I was born. That was awesome
to me. My mom had one when she was 13. I’m really
happy that I can be the next.”

Her bat mitzvah feels like a milestone, though not the
ticket to adulthood. “For bar mitzvah, a lot of people
say, ‘Oh, you’re becoming a man.’ When you have a
bat mitzvah, it’s not like you’re ‘becoming a woman.’
That doesn’t seem right. I see myself more as a
woman when I’m 18.

Olivia’s tutor is Cantor David Acker, who has also
been her Hebrew School teacher for three years.
“I love having that connection with Cantor David
because we’ve known him for a long time; you kind of
know what to expect,” she says. And though she felt
nervous at first about learning her Torah portion, the
process turned out to be easier than she expected—
perhaps because of her musical background as a selftaught player of ukelele and guitar.

“I’m 100% glad I’m doing this. It’s eye-opening to see
the Torah and read from it, to actually be leading a
service. I think that’s awesome. Learning something
new is right up my alley.”

(continued next page)
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B’nai Mitzvah

(continued from previous page)

Max Tonkon
May 21
Max thinks of shmita as a kind of reset button.

no way I could do this. My
brother made it seem
much scarier and harder than
it actually was.”

In his parasha, Behar (Lev. 25:1-26:2), God instructs
Moses to tell the Israelites that every seventh year
will be a shmita year, a time to release debts and let
the land lie fallow.

Once Max began working
with Cantor David Acker and
practicing for 15 minutes on
most nights with his father’s
support, he found that
learning trop wasn’t as difficult
as he’d anticipated.

“If we did that today, that would be a disaster for a
bunch of agricultural economies,” Max says. “But if
you let the land be fallow for a year, the crops will
get back to normal. It’s like a reset button. I think it
would definitely be good for the earth.”
His parasha also discusses the jubilee year, every 50th
turn of the calendar, when “even if you sold your
land to somebody, the land comes back to you. So
nobody’s the real owner of the land. God is the only
owner of the land.”

“Once I learned the symbols and the notes,
connecting them to the words was pretty easy. It’s
cemented in my brain now; I like looking at it and
trying to chant it as fast as I can. Sometimes Cantor
David tells me to slow down and actually enjoy the
moment.”

With shmita in mind, Max rethought some of
his habits: now, if he misses a shot when playing
basketball at home, and the ball vanishes into the
woods, he searches for it rather than just buying a
new one.

Max, who goes to Springside Chestnut Hill, loves the
array of sports the school offers—he played soccer
and baseball, then tried out for basketball and fell in
love with the game—and finds math both challenging
and rewarding.

“I do the same thing for clothes,” he says. “As long
as I have a good amount of sweatpants that fit me, I
won’t buy new ones. It’s definitely inspired me.”

Bar mitzvah preparation has become an analogy for
other pursuits,” he says. “I’ve learned, especially with
the trop, when I do something wrong, to keep doing it
and doing it again the right way so it becomes muscle
memory. That doesn’t just go for Torah; that goes for
everything in life.”

The parasha also helped prompt his tikkun olam
project: collecting men’s clothes for Our Closet, a
program of Jewish Family and Children’s Services that
provides clothing to vulnerable people through popup shops and emergency relief packages.

His bar mitzvah does feel like a “transition moment—
it’s more about becoming a teenager. I’m done with
Hebrew School, and in not too long I’ll be in high
school.” He would advise younger students to persist:
“Even when you don’t want to go to Hebrew School
some Sunday mornings, you’ll be thankful that you
did. You’ll meet a bunch of new friends and take part
in Jewish traditions.”

Max has been part of Mishkan since kindergarten.
He loved the friendly contests that made learning the
alef-bet into a game, and the Wednesday-night hoogim,
especially Gaga.
But his older brother made the process of bar
mitzvah preparation sound intimidating. “I knew there
weren’t vowels in the Torah, so I thought there was
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Thanks to Anndee Hochman for her member profiles, and to artist Karen
Singer, for the design and creation of our Yad l’Yad award tiles.

Our Annual
Yad L’Yad Award Ceremony
Friday, June 10th,
7:00 p.m.

On Friday, June 10 at 7:00 p.m. Mishkan Shalom will
honor three long-time members of the community
with the Yad L’Yad (Hand to Hand), an award
given to recognize those whose contributions and
service to Mishkan Shalom have helped to make
our community a stronger, more vibrant and better
place.

Initially, Hebrew School became her entry door; soon,
Lynne began attending weekly Shabbat services. She
was part of The New Jim Crow study/action group.
She worked with others to “green” Mishkan. She
joined the choir; later, she became a board member.
Through the most conflict-filled times in Mishkan’s
lifespan, she remained. “I believe in having a
synagogue. I believe in people working through
difficulties rather than walking away from things. I just
kept plugging away: Okay, how could we get along?
What’s the commonality? What can we do to make
this work?”

Lynn Iser
Cloth napkins, not paper ones, and washable,
reusable plates for onegs and potluck dinners:
Mishkan members and guests can credit Lynne Iser
for those sustainable innovations.

Over the years, Lynne has gathered indelible Mishkan
memories: Walking from Chestnut Hill United
Methodist Church to the Freeland Avenue building,
carrying the Torahs and singing. Nibbling watercress
out of the creek. Listening to birds sing their way in
and out of nooks in the thick schist walls. “Davening
at Haverford, having A Way In be such a beautiful
expression of spirituality, then coming together with
the whole community. I like the largeness of our
community, the big-tent-ness of seeing people I don’t
know.”

“Even though it’s a small thing, it’s a symbol,” she says.
“When we come together, we don’t make waste. It’s
another moment to be proud of our values in action.”
That blend of values—kindness, caring, truthseeking, justice—and action is what first drew
Lynne to Mishkan. She was raised in Brooklyn, in a
Conservative congregation that became the hub of
her family’s life.

Lynne says her primary contribution to Mishkan has
been “steadiness—while also demanding sometimes
that it meet my needs for social justice or green
consumerism or sustainability.”

“My father worked six days a week and wasn’t able
to go to shul on Shabbes, but on Sundays, he studied.
My mother was involved in Jewish communal affairs.
Engagement with Jewish institutions was really
important to my family.”

(continued next page)
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Yad L’Yad

(continued from previous page)

And in turn, what has Mishkan given her? A vision,
she says, of values in action: “How we make
decisions, how we learn together, how the rabbi is
important but not the determinant, how we are all
encouraged to participate and be part of the creation.
I’ve become a Reconstructionist by being part of
Mishkan.”
		

former president] had me on speed-dial before there
were cell phones,” he jokes.
“I did a lot of work with the congregation before we
bought the building, leading exercises around money
and class, helping the congregation work through
issues about raising money. I’ve always played some
informal consulting role with Rabbi Yael, and with
Rabbi Shawn.”

Mordechai Liebling

And even during the most tendentious times, it never
occurred to Mordechai to leave. “All those meetings
when we were in crisis and people wanted to sell the
building, despite all that, there was a commitment to
process, to working it out in a democratic fashion.”

He was there before Mishkan even began. As a
friend since rabbinical school of Rabbi Brian Walt,
and as executive director of the Federation of
Reconstructionist Congregations and Havurot,
Mordechai knew about the painful rift over the
politics of Israel/Palestine at Beth Am Israel, where

Mordechai remains a regular davenner; he and his
partner, Lynne Iser, customarily lead a portion of
High Holiday services. As a staff member of POWER,
An Interfaith Multi-Racial People’s Movement, he
links Mishkan to the ongoing struggle for economic,
education and climate justice in Philadelphia and the
region.

Rabbi Brian was then spiritual leader.
The two talked often about that tension. “I had a
role in letting Beth Am Israel know that sometimes
splitting is the healthiest thing for a congregation to
do, because then you have two healthy congregations
instead of one troubled one.”

“I’ve learned how a spiritual life rooted in Judaism is
nurturing and grounding in doing the work of justice.
Both the tradition and the community can hold me,
can hold us, in challenging times as we try to make
the world a better place.

The split happened, and Mishkan, born in the summer
of 1988, was part of the result. But the new shul,
housed at Stratford Friends School, was far from Mt.
Airy, so Mordechai attended services but didn’t join
immediately.

“One of the things I treasure about Mishkan Shalom
is that we don’t shrink from looking at the pain and
suffering and injustice in the world, and at the same
time, we fully engage in joy.”

In 2004, when he decided to have his son Lior
become a bar mitzvah at Mishkan, that became an
act of allegiance. Lior, who has Down syndrome, had
always been embraced by the Mishkan community,
and his bar mitzvah was filmed as the centerpiece of
a documentary, Praying with Lior.

Sharon Weinman

“Making that decision about Lior’s bar mitzvah
was significant for the family,” Mordechai says. “I
am so deeply, deeply grateful that there is a Jewish
community that treasures him. It’s not acceptance; it’s
not inclusion; it’s the way he’s treasured, where he’s
treated as a valuable member of the community.”
Mordechai, who spent 20 years doing congregational
consulting, worked with a series of Mishkan lay
leaders and board members, often coaching them
through fraught periods. “Carol [Towarnicky, a

She was raised in a Modern Orthodox synagogue in
Memphis, Tennessee. Women sat on the sides of the
sanctuary; girls were not permitted to read from the
Torah.
So when Sharon first ventured, as an adult, into a
Rosh Hashana service at the gay/lesbian synagogue
Beth Ahavah (now affiliated with Rodeph Shalom), she
was stunned and moved.
(continued next page)
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(continued from previous page)

“I was in tears that there could be this Jewish home
where I could feel like my full self: a lesbian and
Jewish. That was really remarkable.”

mitzvah, with dozens of her relatives in attendance.
“Rabbi Yael had Pat’s family come up to look at [the
Torah] Pat was reading from; she just really brought
them into the service. It created a powerful crossfamily, interfaith experience for us.” Later, the couple
had a commitment ceremony at Mishkan.

Sharon can’t recall how she and partner Pat Quigley,
who was raised Catholic, found out about Mishkan,
but it felt like the perfect fit for a mixed-faith, lesbianheaded household: politically aware, socially active
and warmly inclusive.

Social justice work has been a constant over the
years. Sharon’s retirement three years ago gave her
more time to devote to POWER and Get Out the
Vote campaigns. “I really wanted to be working on
racial justice with people of color,” she says. “POWER
is such a player at the table: climate justice and
justice reform, really important work in the city. And
working with all these young organizers. I’m learning
so much from them.”

“We joined not long before we had our first kid. Not
long after, Pat’s father died, and this swarm of people
came to help us and support us. We started to feel
what it was like to be part of a caring community,”
she says.
Sharon served as a board member and was on the
strategic planning committee just at the time she was
making a transition in her own work, from law to
organizational development. Mishkan members who
worked in that field became guides and mentors.

She’s also had more time to make mosaics and do a
bit of writing—currently for a public relations
firm. And though she’s never felt drawn to attending
services regularly, Mishkan has brought her full circle
to a sense of Jewish connection.

Meantime, Mishkan became a backbone of their
family’s life. It was Hebrew School teachers who
first alerted Sharon and Pat about their son Danny’s
dyslexia; both he and his sister Sophie became b’nai
mitzvah in the community.

“It brought me back to feeling…a Jewish grounding
and faith more generally. When I really open myself
up to what it means to be in beloved community,
when people really care for each other, it’s such a
powerful thing.”

The family attended Mishkan’s annual retreats. Pat
became a Jew by choice and celebrated her own bat
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Stephanie Shell, Ariel Weiss and Susan Schewel

A GENTLE REMINDER:

Mazel Tov

Snail mail cards are always welcomed
by all those who are healing, and
mourning. If you think of it, do it!

We send a hearty mazel tov to Olivia Nunez and Max
Tonkon and their families as they celebrate their b’nai
mitzvah.

Condolences

Are you receiving Acts of Caring
via email?

We send condolences to Hope Honeyman on the
death of her mother, Joy Hirsch (Shana Pesah). May
Joy’s memory be for a blessing and may Hope and her
loved ones be comforted among all who mourn.

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan members.
It is our communication central for sharing life cycle
events and community needs for help. If you are not
receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam,
or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts
of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact). If
you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts
of Caring. Please contact the office for clarification.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, and
prayers for healing to these Mishkan members:
Howie Shapiro, Lily Weston, Stacey Meadows,
Wendy Caplin, Peggy Jacobs, Karen Singer, Yosaif
August, Steve Newman, Wendy Erslev, Madeline
Boskovitz, Cindy Perkiss, Lilith Rose, John Palmer,
Deenah Loeb, Raphael (Ray) Kaplan, Robin Berenholz,
Robin Leidner and Natalie Gorvine.

Acts of Caring

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community
learn about significant events in the lives of our
members. In this way, we can reach out to one
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

We are also keeping these loved ones in our hearts
and prayers: Bracha Sorrah bat Basha and Basha bat
Chaya (sister and mother of Meryl Crean), Carol
Soffa Baldridge (sister of Mark Soffa), Stan Konow
(father of Andrea Konow), Brian Ruder (brother of
Abby Ruder), Michael Boe (brother-in-law of Mindy
Dorfman), Alvin Saltzman (father of Alyse Saltzman
Flowers), Debra Singer (sister of Karen Singer), Patrick
Windle (brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz
(father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), Edgar
Galson (father of Wendy Galson and father-in-law
of Susan Windle), Don Levinson (brother of Eilen
Levinson), Evelyn Haas (mother of Mark Haas), Jack
Tarash (father of Rabbi Ariel Tarash) and Julie Post
(sister of Nancy Post) in our prayers as well. May they
all experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

HINENI--HERE I AM

If you could use a little help because of illness,
or joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan
member too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@
mishkan.org and we will reach out. Hineni offers
concrete support to members in need of short
term help, including meals, visits, transportation,
etc. If you would like some help, but do not wish
a public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with
you privately and seek to arrange help. Our Hineni
coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a

marvelous way to connect our community! Please
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like
to be posted to our email address: actsofcaring@
mishkan.org.

We also send ongoing love, support, and prayers
for healing to all those Mishkan members in
need of healing but who wish to remain private.
Please notify us if you want a name added to, or
removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and
prayers of healing…” list.
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