
kol shalom
February/March 2021 –  Shevat/Adar/Nisan  5781

For members 
and friends of 

Mishkan Shalom

By Rabbi Shawn Israel Zevit

From Survival to Thriving

“In cities of sacred diversity...we organize ourselves and our shared resources...
we sustain the poor...and visit the sick...and bury the dead...and comfort the 

bereaved...for these are ways of peace and wholeness.”  
( Jerusalem Talmud, Tractate Gittin)

Shalom dear friends! As I sit to write 
this article, I am keenly aware it arrives 
as the first year of global pandemic life 
comes full circle in the Jewish calendar. 
A year since our community gathered 
to honor the life of founding member Gene Bishop, zichrona livracha/of 
blessed memory, and to comfort Andy, their family and each other. 

A year since Rabbi Yael, Spiritual Life and the extended Purim team 
assembled a satirical and joyful evening to help us cope with the 
surreal megillah that was our social and political landscape, and to find 
connection, strength, and uplift face to face amid the tumult. 

Nearly a year since life as we had known it closed down, accelerating 
certain core challenges and trends that were budding and lurking in 
our local to global worlds. At the same time, we have experienced a 
collapsing or testing of other ways of life that we had taken for granted, 
relied on or were unconscious to. 

While acknowledging the passage of this time, we all know we are still 
in the midst of so much change and uncertainty. We have seen and 
contributed to greater hope and conviction rising on the other side of 
an election and its aftermath, and the emergence of various COVID-19 
vaccines. Yet we are still on the rollercoaster of creative-exhausting- 
challenging-inspiring responses to every day living and broader ongoing 
issues of justice, well-being, sustainable life, and our democratic society 
itself. 

Through it all we continue to gather in daily Mishkan Shalom zoom 
rooms in the midst of it all, sometimes three or four times a day 
with reoccurring offerings and special celebratory events such as our 
February 13th “Night of Memories”, Library Committee and Membership 
Community offerings. Weaving their way through these next months of 
February/March or Adar/ Nisan is the celebration of Purim and Festival of 
Pesach/Passover. 
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P U R I M  !P U R I M  !
Thursday-Friday, Feb. 25-26

P U R I M  S P I E L  ! P U R I M  S P I E L  ! 
Thursday, Feb. 25 7:00 pm

 C E L E B R A T I O N S ! C E L E B R A T I O N S !  
Friday, Feb. 26, 5:00 pm

Saying FAREWELL with 
Love & Gratitude

   to Gari, 
& Saying WELCOME to 

Lynn Edelman! 
See Page 3
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Rabbi Shawn’s Letter (continued from previous page)

Purim means “to cast lots”. We read the well-crafted 
drama of the Purim story from the Hebrew Bible, 
Megillat (The Scroll of) Esther; celebrate with a 
festive meal/seudat Purim; give tzedakah directly to 
those in need- mattanot l’evyonim, and give mishloach 
manot- deliver festive goodies to friends. We enter 
the story, inhabit the roles, claim our true heritage 
and identity, then celebrate and release our tightly 
wound self-image. Through this process we can 
break our isolation, embrace our essential identities 
and power in community and collective action for 
the greater good of all. 

As we sing once again “She Said No to the King” 
this year, I want to especially offer gratitude to 
the many of you who stepped up to say “no” to 
injustice and yes to supporting families, neighbors, 
immigrants and refugees, anyone under threat 
because of the color of their skin, people who 
identify as LGBTQ, persons differently abled, health 
challenged or experiencing profound loss. 

It is in the movement from Purim to Passover, that 
we can take guidance in how Jewish life encourages 
us to face our individual fears and embrace our 
collective power.

When our people were on the road to freedom 
and solidarity, justice and equitable systems of 
governance and appropriate leadership, there 

were certainly 
upheavals on 
the path from 
bondage to self-
determination 
and promise. 
Yet the 
determination 
and communal 
support and 
covenantal commitment carried across a troubled 
deep sea to the other side, and into the decades 
of living into what is only imagined and ultimately 
possible. 

The power of Passover, the most celebrated Jewish 
festival within and increasingly beyond the Jewish 
world, is in our re-connection to the Transformative 
Power that calls us towards a sustainable and 
flourishing future for all life. We can experience 
this in the first nights of Pesach (Passover) where 
we celebrate the Passover Seder with the guided 
“telling” or the Haggadah, and through seventh night 
Seder tradition.

I look forward to celebrating with all of you at 
our multiple social, spiritual and activist events 
this month on-line, and for our special themed 
Shabbatot and work with Jewish Learning Venture’s 
JDAIM Inclusion, POWER, New Sanctuary 
Movement, HIAS and more. 

Together we will discover and recover our own and 
our people’s stories. I pray each of you finds new 
meaning, joy, and deepened connections with those 
who gather with you safely in person or on-line! See 
you in Zoomland soon and often!

FEBRUARY-MARCH CALENDAR REMINDERS

President's Day  ~  Office Closed Monday, Feb. 15

Purim  ~  Feb. 25-26

Passover  ~  Erev March 27-Erev April 4

Passover Break-No Hebrew School  ~   March 28 thru April 4

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-purim-meal/
http://www.sefaria.org/sheets/11355
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishloach_manot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishloach_manot
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/music/she-said-no
https://mishkan.org/passover
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/spoken-audio/reconstructionist-radio-passover-seder
http://stores.jewishreconbooks.org/a-night-of-questions-passover-ha
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR13gcu1XSACFTOCQ4YHxvFZWy6l8VuDPB9r3LO33pkcclGymnXKxtaTS2Q&v=YVZcYEDApVs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR13gcu1XSACFTOCQ4YHxvFZWy6l8VuDPB9r3LO33pkcclGymnXKxtaTS2Q&v=YVZcYEDApVs&feature=youtu.be
https://mishkan.org/calendar
https://mishkan.org/calendar
https://mishkan.org/calendar
https://jewishlearningventure.org/what-we-do/whole-community-inclusio
https://jewishlearningventure.org/what-we-do/whole-community-inclusio
https://mishkan.org/power-at-mishkan
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://hiaspa.org/
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...And Shalom, Lynn Edelman!
A secular New Year marks a new beginning for Mishkan Shalom and for Lynn 
Edelman, who very recently joined the professional staff as Membership/
Communications Coordinator. Lynn assumes the portfolio of Gari Weilbacher, 
who is leaving her position.

Rabbi Shawn and President Steve Jones chaired the Search Committee that 
selected Lynn for this important role based on her years of experience helping 
nonprofit organizations enhance their visibility and broaden their membership 
and volunteer base.  She has served as Director of Public and Corporate Communications for the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Philadelphia, as Managing Editor for the Delaware Jewish Voice and as Press Officer 
for the Israeli Consulate.

She is a long-time member of Congregation Beth Or in Maple Glen, where she sings in the synagogue 
choir, serves as Publicity Chair for Sisterhood’s Board of Directors and co-chairs the congregation’s 
February homestay for the Interfaith Housing Alliance of Ambler. 

Lynn recently moved into Philadelphia with her husband, Mitch.  Once the pandemic passes, they hope to 
take full advantage of the many arts, cultural and sports activities that the City has to offer.                 

Saying Good-bye (but not completely!) to Gari...
As this Kol Shalom arrives, Gari Weilbacher, who has completed seven-and-
a-half years of remarkable contribution to the revival and flourishing of our 
Mishkan Shalom community, is moving on to further her creative contribution 
to the world in her consulting and coaching work. As Gari arrived only weeks 
after I began serving as lead rabbi here at Mishkan Shalom, I want to offer my 
immense gratitude to the professional collaboration and personal support 
Gari’s presence, wisdom and skills offered me and our community. I extend 
my blessings for her success and fulfillment, and appreciation for her ongoing 
consulting work with the Mishkan@30 ReGeneration Campaign!

You can read more about Gari's full-time Personal Life/Health & Nutrition Coaching practice at 
www.wildbrookcoaching.com

New Library Committee Program!  
Come for a short story discussion of "Angel Levine"  

by Bernard Malamud

On Sunday, February 28, from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm, join the Library 
Committee for a zoom discussion of Angel Levine, a short story by 
Bernard Malamud. Eilen Levinson will lead the discussion, and you can 
find the story in collections of Malamud’s short stories and online here: 
http://faculty.history.umd.edu/BCooperman/NewCity/AngelLevine.html

http://www.wildbrookcoaching.com
http://faculty.history.umd.edu/BCooperman/NewCity/AngelLevine.html


Letter from the President by Steve Jones

This edition of Kol Shalom is coming to you as days get 
longer and the wheel turns toward Purim and Pesach.  As 
Rabbi Shawn reminds us, we are coming up to our second 
round of pandemic experiences connected to Jewish calendar 
milestones. It seems like yesterday (or ten years ago) that 
Rabbi Yael’s Purim celebration alter ego came to “services,” 
our last face-to-face community gathering, dressed in a 
plastic trash bag, wielding a spray bottle against contagious 
congregants.  And now we have had a full year of adapting 
to almost unimaginable changes as we have held to our 
communal values.

I’m heartened by the way our synagogue as an institution has 
not only survived but become stronger in the past year.  I 
remember our last face-to-face Board Executive Committee 
meeting, probably in March, when we debated what was until 
then unthinkable and is now the norm: using digital technology 
to create a virtual service experience.  Now we are developing 
a whole range of methods and practices that allow our 
members and friends to join in prayer, song, study, meditation 
that is independent of physical space and time. (A check of a 
recent edition of Ma Hadash in your mailbox will remind you 
of the range of these offerings!)

We have done some amazing things through what I think of as 
our “survival mode” in response to the pandemic. While many 
religious communities are seeing a decline in membership, the 
number of our member households is steady compared to the 
last pre-pandemic year, and we are meeting the income goals 
in our budget because of the investment members have made 
in Mishkan.   We are also meeting the pledge and payment 
goals of our sustainability campaign, Mishkan@30, which will 
allow us to meet our immediate needs and plan for a more 
steady financial future. Our religious school is holding together 
beautifully under Gabby Kaplan-Mayer’s leadership, even in 
the face of the “Zoom fatigue” that kids and parents are living 
with.

And now I can see us going far beyond survival mode in the 
coming months.  This past year a team of Board leaders has 
started a rigorous medium-term planning process that will 
allow us to examine and prepare for various future scenarios 
we may encounter as a community.  This team is organizing 
a study of Mishkan’s ability to reach out to unaffiliated Jewish 
households in our area who may be potential members. 

Our new planning process is also looking at various financial 
futures, and how our membership strength and fixed costs 
(including the cost of supporting our building) affect our 
financial sustainability.  (This a run-up to a broader self-
reflection next year as we enter another Shimta year cycle, 
seven years after our last strategic reflection and plan.) I’m 
proud of the fact that rather than waiting for a financial crisis, 
we will be taking a careful look at possible future scenarios 
while we have time to make changes.  Stay tuned 

for opportunities to participate in this information-gathering 
and planning!

Another area in which we are more than just surviving is 
in the area of communications.  Although we are sorry to 
see Gari Weilbacher step away from her excellent work as 
our membership and communications coordinator (see the 
appreciation for Gari in this edition of Kol Shalom), we are 
welcoming Lynn Edelman into that position.  Lynn will be 
bringing to us a wealth of experience in the Jewish community 
as a communications professional, and as a member (including 
Board member) of a nearby congregation.  One of the 
communications changes that is on the horizon is a more 
user-friendly, attractive, and flexible system for Mishkan’s web-
based communication.

And there are other important ways we are emerging from 
“survival mode.” Although as a religious institution we are 
non-partisan, our community is never “neutral” about the 
political events of the day.  Activism is in our congregational 
DNA, and that is why it seems that everyone is breathing a 
sigh of relief regarding the changing political scene.  It’s not 
that we have faith in one political leader or another to “fix” 
the brokenness of the world, but we do need some space in 
which we can maneuver and activate that force in the universe 
that tends toward redemption.  As I write this, only a week 
after the Inauguration, there is already a collective sense of 
possibility. It is not that we have been saved (after all, who 
can forget the events of January 6 and all that they mean?), 
but that at least we feel we can work even harder to save 
ourselves.

So let’s get busy!  One of the ways our community is stronger 
now than in pre-pandemic times is that members are building 
our capacity to organize ourselves.  Our Israel/Palestine 
group, led by Marcy Boroff, is gaining strength. Our Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights group, led by Gail Bober, Rabbi Michael 
Ramberg and Judith Bernstein Baker, has been active all 
through the pandemic in support of “the stranger.” Our link 
to POWER, which is now a true state-wide faith-based justice 
coalition, is facilitated by Sharon Weinman and an expanded 
leadership team.  The Pastoral Care group continues its work, 
supported by Abby Ruder and Lisa Mervis. The Education 
Committee, with support from Board liaison Rivka Jarosh, 
has begun looking at the structure of next year’s Hebrew 
School. Teen leadership is back up and running this year with 
Holli Goldenberg and Rabbi Shawn. And soon we will be 
strengthening our ability to connect members to communal 
work on peace, economic and racial justice and protecting the 
planet through a robust Mishkan-based activist network.

I’m looking forward to spending the coming months with you 
in community!

L’Shalom
Steve Jones, Board President
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The ice in the woods has melted today.  
Frozen waters have become mud. 
The softened earth receives me as I sink in 
with each step.

Broken trees rest on each other
     Caught in the midst of a fall.

I take notice of the frozen layers upon my heart.
Fear, anger, sorrow, 
Hatred, 
Hardening around the vulnerable,
tender heart space.
The ice is treacherous.

I cling to being right.
I insist on what I think should be.

My heart refuses to soften,
    So afraid of what might be lost if I allow, 

if I let go.

I say no.
I grasp for control.

My heart hardens,
    Constricting, protecting, insisting.

I close my eyes, 
I close my hands, 
I turn away.

The path forward is frozen.

Make for me a holy place that I might dwell among 
you, that I might dwell within you, The Mystery calls. 
(Shemot 25:8)

The Torah gives clear instructions:
    Cultivate a generous heart, 
     Nurture an expansive, spacious spirit.
     Stop, pause.
     See and create beauty.
     Make your offering.
     Give thanks.

I take a breath.

I notice the tendency to judge, to blame, 
to dwell in my righteous knowing.

     And I feel the sensation of a different response, 
     a generous response,
     The softened earth.

I remember the goodness of a moment,
     the caring gesture, the kind words,
     The trees reaching out to hold each other. 

I imagine abundance, hope, possibility,
     The ever-flowing river.

Make for me a holy place
Return again and again 

    To the natural inclination of the heart
    to soften in generosity and love.

The ice melts with the warming sun,
The earth reappears.
Frozen layers cling and are washed away. 
 
It is a constant practice. A constant noticing.
 An insistence on trusting, 
  A willingness to take a chance.
  
Small buds appear on a reaching branch
 And from the softened earth 
 A small white flower emerges,
   Delicate, Fragile. 
   Determined.

   

May we walk together into this new time with love 
upon our hearts, holding each other and together 
lifting up hope and possibility.

Shalom, 
Rabbi Yael

A Way In
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Dear Friends,

Amen to Rabbi Shawn’s and Steve’s beautiful reflections about where we have been, where we are now and what 
we are looking towards. Walking through these months I find solace in the Torah cycle, feeling I am being guided 
on a journey that is ancient and of this exact moment. As I write, the stories of the Torah are filled with the 
turbulence and pain that comes from a hardened heart. Here is a reflection that comes from my own struggles 
with a heart that has been hardened by the pain and turmoil of these times. 

by Rabbi Yael Levy



A NIGHT OF MANY MEMORIES
 Saturday Feb. 13, 6:30 PM

Click this Link  and 
create your special 

evening! 

CAN’T MAKE IT?
Click the above link to go to 
SignUp Genius, then scroll 
to bottom of the listings - 
You will be able to make a 
donation, even if you cannot 
attend.

Thank You!

Registration link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/

Treats & goodie bags can be 
picked up at Mishkan (drive-
thru, safe delivery to your 
trunk) on the afternoon of 
the event, 2/13 (time to be 
determined) or hosts will 
arrange otherwise. 
We will have a chance to 
wave to one another!  

Questions? Ask Bob! 
robert.prischak@gmail.com

REGISTRATION is OPEN!

1. CHOCOLATE FUDGE WITH LISAGAIL
$36.00 each - Join me for a fun cooking class and enjoy the sweet taste of 
success! I have an easy, delicious recipe for us. We will be making chocolate 
fudge, with or without nuts.

CHOCOLATE FUDGE WITH LISAGAIL PLUS GOODIE BAG 
$72.00 each - Goodie bag of delicious fudge ingredients

2. LET’S DANCE WITH ARIEL 
$36.00 each - Start with dance lesson introducing West Coast swing & 
then rock out, dance & have fun!

LET’S DANCE WITH ARIEL PLUS SUBSCRIPTION 
$72.00 each - One month pass subscription to Ariel’s movement coaching

3. HUMOR FOR HEBREWS WITH DAVID & BOB 
$36.00 each - Let’s gather for dinner & delve into what gives Jewish humor 
it’s own particular flavor!

HUMOR FOR HEBREWS WITH DAVID & BOB PLUS ETHIOPIAN MEAL 
$72.00 each - Our Ethiopian vegetarian stew with injera & our berbere 
spice recipe

4. GAME NIGHT WITH MEREDITH & MICHAEL
$36.00 each - Join friends for low tech/high fun games

GAME NIGHT PLUS PERSONALIZED MAD-LIB 
$72.00 each - Receive a post-event personalized mad-lib

The Most Memorable Fundraiser of the Year!

With most parties, you have two choices: a $36 party ticket or a $72 party 
ticket WITH a treat, goody bag or something else our creative hosts have 
devised for you.

 Choose your event then  Choose your price point!
 Pay -- this is a FUNDRAISER after all!
 Wait for your zoom link & any instructions directly from our hosts! 



https://www.signupgenius.com/
mailto:robert.prischak@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e45a8a62fabf58-night


5. LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION WITH ROZ & CHRIS 
$36.00 each - Let’s view & discuss a curated pick of Oscar winning or nominated shorts from a mix of 9 live action 
& animated films that include a variety of genres & styles.

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION PLUS GOODIE SNACK BAG 
$72.00 each - Provide specially selected snack goodie bag (nomm, nomm).

6. STORY SLAM: FINDING OUR WAY IN JUDAISM WITH ALI 
$36.00 each - A zoom storytelling event about finding your way in Judaism.

STORY SLAM: FINDING OUR WAY TO JUDAISM WITH ALI PLUS STORYTELLER’S KIT 
$72.00 each - Jewish storyteller’s kit includes journal & pen for remembering your stories including magic jar of storytelling 
prompts & your own writer’s block!

7. VEGETARIAN SOUL WITH JACKIE 
$36.00 each - Let’s cook a healthy version of classic Southern meal along with stories & history behind the dishes.

VEGETARIAN SOUL WITH JACKIE PLUS INGREDIENT KIT 
$72.00 each - Ingredient kit includes enough Red Palm Oil, garlic, fresh ginger for Ghanaian bean stew plus recipe 
cards & excerpt from Jackie’s upcoming cooking memoir!

8. SIPS & STORIES WITH LISA/HOMER & ALLISON/SAM 
$36.00 each - Storytelling potluck in the style of “The Moth.” Participants will sign up to “bring” an “appetizer,” 
story, a “main dish” story or a “dessert” story from their personal experience. Kids can join us for the “appetizer” 
portion of our evening. 

SIPS & STORIES WITH LISA/HOMER & ALLISON/SAM PLUS SIPS 
$72.00 each - Select ONE from the following SIPS: Craft Tea Herbal Tea Blend, Local Fresh Apple Cider, Local Hard 
Apple Cider from Young American Cider in Mt Airy, Beer from Attic Brewing Co in Germantown

9. RELAX & RECHARGE INTO 2021 WITH ELISE 
$36.00 each - Pamper yourself with a guided relaxation exercise followed by discussion of how to be kind to 
yourself this coming year!

RELAX & RECHARGE INTO 2021 WITH ELISE PLUS GOODIE BAG 
$72.00 each - Goodie bag of Tea & Treats or Bath Time Bundle. Both packages include a scented candle!

10. BASIC DRAWING WITH CARLOS 
$36.00 each - Let’s discover different types of shading techniques & drawing still life objects.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT, 
& HAVE A WONDERFUL EVENING!



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e45a8a62fabf58-night
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share the access information with family, friends and other guests who may 
not be Mishkan members or who are unfamiliar with our unique Shoah 
remembrance.

Last year’s late-winter Shoah service was one of the last that Mishkan was 
able to conduct before the pandemic shut down in-person activities in our 
building on Freeland Avenue. 
The Shoah Torah was Mishkan’s first, on permanent loan from the Memorial 
Scrolls Trust www.memorialscrollstrust.org of London, arriving just a 
few days before our congregation celebrated its first Rosh Hashanah in 
September 1988. This sacred scroll, showing signs of its perilous survival 
through transport and neglect during World War II, is still brought out 
from our ark for this service and other special occasions. 

It was in late January and early February of 1943 that the Jews of 
Uherske Hradiste were rounded up and transported to Terezin and 
other concentration camps, where they were murdered. We honor their 
memory and their Torah in late winter as the Yahrzeit of this once-vibrant 
community a few miles from the Czech and Slovak border.

The story of the rescued Torahs is a remarkable one that Ron will recount 
during the Feb. 27 service: How 1,564 Torahs from the Czech provinces 
were gathered in Prague in the early 1940s, how they survived the war 
and subsequent neglect for two decades until they were brought to 
the Westminster Synagogue in London for restoring and dispersal to 
Congregations like ours.

Carol will leyn and offer a d’var Torah. The service closes with all 
participants reciting names of the town’s martyred Jews, a tradition and an 
honor for our community. 

The synagogue as it looks today. 
It is currently being used as a 
library.

The synagogue in Uherske 
Hradiste in Czechoslovakia (now 
the Czech Republic) in the 1930s. 

Honoring Mishkan Shalom’s Holocaust Torah 

Our annual Shabbat service to honor Mishkan Shalom’s Holocaust Torah, and the martyred Jews from the 
synagogue where it was housed, will be held – via Zoom – on Saturday Feb. 27 at 10 a.m. 

Rabbi Shawn Zevit will co-lead with Carol Towarnicky and Ron Goldwyn. The service, with Zoom adjustments, 
will include leyning the parasha Tetzaveh from the scroll and recitation of the names of over 260 Jewish residents of 
the Czech Moravian town of Uherske Hradiste who perished in the Shoah. For details on how to join the service 
and participate, see Ma Hadash and your Zoom links weekly emails as the date approaches. You’re welcome to 

Kol Shalom is a publication of Mishkan Shalom Synagogue.
Editor: Eilen Levinson  *  Layout: Maralin Blistein

We thank the following people for bringing us Kol Shalom:
Gail Bober, Ron Goldwyn, Steve Jones, Eilen Levinson, 

Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Stephanie Shell,
Gari Weilbacher, Arielle Weiss and Shawn Zevit

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

http://www.memorialscrollstrust.org
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com


MISHKAN'S CONGREGATIONAL 
DRIVE  for HIAS-PA 
CONTINUES THROUGH FEBRUARY 15

Here's how to provide material support to clients, 
including new immigrants and refugees, of HIAS-PA

We request that the following items 
be new:

Sponges, Dish Detergent
Paper Towels
All-purpose Cleaner (no bleach) 
Laundry Detergent (no bleach)
13-gal. Kitchen Trash Cans with Lids
13-gal. Plastick Kitchen Trash Bags

Gently used house-
hold items should be 
in good condition:

Twin Sheet Sets
Queen Sheet Sets

You are encouraged to drop off your items at the home of: 
Judi Bernstein-Baker, 154 W. Hortter Street, 19119 in 
Mt. Airy. If this is not possible, please contact Gail Bober to 
arrange for pick up (gbober52@gmail.com)

Gift cards to Target and the Dollar Tree are always 
welcome! These and use of the Target Registry (see below) 
are very helpful to people who prefer to not go out during the 
pandemic. The registry is updated periodically. 

Target Registry! CLICK HERE! Find items still needed! 
When you purchase through this link, your name will be 
acknowledged as the donor.
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Tikkun Olam
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Committee 
by Gail Bober

Our Mission: The Immigrant and Refugee Rights Committee seeks to engage Mishkan as an institution and our 
individual members in the struggle for immigrant justice and refugee protection.  We do this through:

 y Coordinating and building upon existing efforts as a member congregation of New Sanctuary Movement, 
supporter of HIAS PA/HIAS International, participant in the Northwest Philadelphia Immigrant Action and 
Mobilization and interfaith initiatives that assist refugees, asylum seekers and those facing deportation.

 y Acting as a clearinghouse and resource to provide information throughout the congregationon hands-on 
support activities, advocacy and direct action and protest.

 y Educating ourselves and members of our congregation on immigrant and refugee rights, connecting our 
experienceas Jews who fled persecution and oppression to the experience of today’s immigrants and refugees.

CHECK THIS PAGE OUT EACH MONTH for activities, volunteer and advocacy opportunities relating to 
immigrant and refugee rights at Mishkan Shalom and the wider community.  We provide links to resources and allied 
organizations. Questions? Suggestions? Please contact Gail Bober, gbober52@gmail.com.  Interested in joining a 
special list-serve for this committee to get up-to-date information? Contact Seth Horwitz at reachseth@gmail.com

Carmela and 
her children 

have been living 
in sanctuary for 
almost 3 years.

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN HELP

Are you willing to make calls to area legislators 
to “Free Carmela and Her Children?” Carmela 
and her children have been living in sanctuary 
for almost 3 years. It’s easy to make the calls 
(only one number to call, and then you are 
connected to each of 6 offices) and there is a 
sample script for the calls.

Our goal is for 20 Mishkan members to make 
weekly calls. These calls do make a difference 
in getting accelerated processing for the 
U-visa applications for the children. For more 
information about these calls, contact Gail 
Bober (gbober52@gmail.com); 267-597-1898 
or Michael Ramberg (mvramberg@gmail.com) 

mailto:gbober52%40gmail.com%29?subject=
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=f1b20dc00e45442686c7300b0d3dbe7d
mailto:gbober52%40gmail.com?subject=
http://reachseth@gmail.com
mailto:gbober52%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mvramberg%40gmail.com?subject=
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mishkan #30

Dear Members of Mishkan Shalom,

We are so proud to tell you that we are less than $100,000 away from our 
$950,000 goal!

Your pledges are above $877,500 and it is extraordinary! As always, pledges of all 
sizes are welcome and we are still interested in discussing multi-year commitments 
with you. We are hoping for 100% member participation because a vital and secure 
spiritual home benefits our community and supports the work we do beyond our 
walls. Please contact Gari Weilbacher directly to be connected with a solicitor or 
feel free to contact one of us.
 
Thank you so much.

Keely Newman
Irv Ackelsberg 
David Piver
Mishkan@30 Campaign Chairs

mailto:gariweilbacher@gmail.com?subject=Mishkan@30
mailto:keelymccarthy1@gmail.com
mailto:iackelsberg@langergrogan.com
mailto:piverlaw@aol.com
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Stephanie Shell, Ariel Weiss and Susan Schewel

Mazel Tov
We offer a hearty mazel tov to Barbara Boroff and 
the entire Boroff/Veneziano family on the birth 
of Barbara’s first two grandchildren and to Peter 
Handler and Karen Singer on the arrival of their 
newest grandchild. 

Condolences
We send condolences to Jane Lipton on the death 
of her sister Amy Lipton; to Tom Sutton and the 
Sutton/Casher family on the death of Tom’s mother 
Barbara Sutton; to Jon, Lori, Phia and Sam Weinrott 
on the death of Jon’s mother Joan Weinrott; to 
Shoshana Bricklin, Bert, Gene and Brahm Schultz 
on the death of beloved Mishkan member Bernice 
Bricklin; and to Merle, Adam and Brooke Drake, 
and all those in our community, who are grieving 
the loss of beloved Mishkan member Michael Drake.  
May Amy’s, Barbara’s, Joan’s, Bernice’s and Michael’s 
memories be for a blessing and may Jane, Tom, 
Andi, Shoshana, Bert, Gene, Brahm, Jon, Lori, Phia, 
Sam, Merle, Adam, Brooke and their loved ones be 
comforted among all who mourn.

Love and Support 
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Illana 
Reisner, Alexis Lieberman, Judy Kleppel, Madeline 
Boskowitz, Cindy Perkiss, Norma and Sid Silber, Lilith 
Rose, John Palmer, Kris Soffa, Deenah Loeb, Ray 
Kaplan, Joyce Hanna, Gena Lopata, Robin Berenholz, 
Robin Leidner and Natalie Gorvine.
We also send ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to all those Mishkan 
members in need of healing but who seek to 
remain private. 

We also keep in our prayers as well: Sarah Rivka bat 
Elizabeth (mother of Rabbi Shawn Zevit),  Mother 
of Claudia Apfelbaum), Michael Boe (brother-in-law 
of Mindy Dorfman), Alvin Saltzman (father of Alyse 
Saltzman Flowers), Carol Dombroski (mother of 
Brian Dombroski), Debra Singer (sister of Karen 
Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan Windle), 
Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie 
Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold 
Gorvine), Evelyn Haas (mother of Mark Haas), Jack 
Tarash (father of Rabbi Ariel Tarash) and Julie Post

(sister of Nancy Post) May they all experience a 
refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Are you receiving Acts of Caring
via email? Acts of Caring now goes out to all 
Mishkan members. It is our communication central 
for sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact the 
office for clarification. 

HINENI--HERE I AM
If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org and 
we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete support to 
members in need of short term help, including meals, 
visits, transportation, etc.  If you would like some 
help, but do not wish a public solicitation, please 
contact the rabbis, or actsofcaring@mishkan.org and 
we will speak with you privately and seek to arrange 
help.  Our Hineni coordinators are Lisa Mervis and 
Chris Taranta.  

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

Acts of Caring
Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  

A REMINDER:  Snail mail 
cards are always welcomed by 
all those who are healing, and 
mourning. 
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