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YAMIM NORAIM BEGIN
MISHKAN SHALOM OBSERVES NEW YEAR OF SHMITA!

As we enter the year 5775, we will reevalu-
ate our personal, organizational and religious 
lives. For more information on this sabbatical 
year, read Rabbi Shawn’s letter and stay tuned 
for future ways to study and act on this timely 
theme...
Consult your High Holy Days Schedule, en-
closed with this issue, for times and places of 
services.

FROM THE EDITOR…

Dear Readers,

As the New Year begins, the Kol Shalom will 
undergo an important change. This is our last 
print issue. In October, our newsletter will switch 
to an all-digital format. This format will enable 
our layout to be crisp and our photos bright. 
The Kol Shalom will be available online by the 
beginning of the month.

By eliminating costly mailings (we will print a 
few copies to give out in the building), we will 
contribute to our theme of Shmita for the com-
ing year by off ering a better product with less 
expense and labor.
However, the timeliness of the Kol Shalom will 
still depend on your timeliness in submitting ar-
ticles by our deadline. Please send information 
to levinsone@yahoo.com by the 15th of each 
preceding month.
Looking forward to hearing from you all.  
L’Shanah Tovah, Eileen
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5775: EMBRACING THE GLOBAL JEWISH YEAR OF 
SHMITA
REIMAGINE SOCIETY, RENEW JEWISH LIFE 
 
Welcome back, dear Hevre, after all your 
various summer journeys. Many of us had 
the brachah, the blessing of connecting 
over the summer at our successful “Shab-
bat-Under-The-Stars” Friday nights or 
Shabbat morning lay and rabbinic led ser-
vices, at the Tisha B’Av commemoration, at 
social or life-cycle gatherings, and though 
discussions and programs responding to 
the wrenching violence in Gaza, Israel, the 
Middle East and even here at home on and 
within our borders with immigration and 
education issues front-and center.
This summer was for me, a time to reflect 
and celebrate our first year together, and 
also to meet the demands, opportunities 
and challenges within our community and 
in the greater world. I am ever more thank-
ful for the opportunity to serve as your 
spiritual leader, and appreciative to those 
of you who have been of support to me this 
transitional year. I especially want to thank 
those of you who reached out to me in the 
last couple of months as we have together 
navigated and responded to the unfolding 
suffering in Gaza and the shelling towards 
Israel and the resultant loss of life. The situ-
ation is far from resolved, and I am commit-
ted to our remaining engaged in a collabo-
rative, compassionate and thoughtful way, 
without becoming frozen in our ability to 
act, discuss and provide support as need-
ed and not lapsing into negative behavior 
patterns with each other over the historical-
ly polarizing issues we rise to address.
This year we have the opportunity to link 
up with the larger Jewish world in a unique 
way through a year of SHMITA conscious-
ness and action in a way that has never 
happened across the Jewish spectrum 
before. Since biblical times, we as a peo-

ple have taken every seventh year in the 
land of Israel as a “Sabbatical” for the land 
and for forgiving debts. Moving beyond the 
biblical constructs and embracing the con-
temporary progressive and ecologically fo-
cused Jewish approach with organizations 
and communities around the world, we will 
have the opportunity to explore this theme 
and call to action together and see how we 
can realize our collective communal po-
tential, linking together our individual jour-
neys, the outcome of the past year’s stra-
tegic conversations and the SHMITA year 
themes. (See http://hazon.org/shmita-proj-
ect/overview/ for an overview and addition-
al resources). This overall theme supports 
and enhances our ongoing work- SHMITA 
year does not replace or negate our cur-
rent activities. I will speak more about this 
during Rosh Hashanah and in subsequent 
Ma Hadash and Kol Shalom articles.
I invite all of you to take the month of Elul 
we are now in leading up to the Yamim 
Noraim, the High Holy Days, to review your 
own personal, professional and commu-
nal lives in the light of these SHMITA year 
principles of “Re-Imagining Society and 
Renewing Jewish Life”:
• How do you want to live in the world 

with a deeper connection to Jewish 
living?

• How can you renew, reconnect and re-
late to your spiritual life?

• How can you release and re-evaluate 
your consumption of resources and 
ownership of “stuff”?

• How can you rethink, with discipline and 
forgiveness, habitual physical, emotional 
and thought patterns?

continued on page 12
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A RABBI’S LETTER BY RABBI SHAWN ZEVIT
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A WAY IN: JEWISH MINDFULNESS BY RABBI YAEL LEVY

DEAR FRIENDS,
I hope all is well and the summer offered 
some opportunities for relaxation and re-
newal.
It is with great joy that I step toward our 
new year together. I am excited about the 
holidays and living into all we have envi-
sioned.
September finds us in the beginning of 
the Hebrew month of Elul—the month of 
preparation for the New Year.  It is cus-
tomary during Elul to get ready for the new 
year by looking deeply at our lives and ac-
knowledging where we have fallen short—
where we have gone astray—by facing 
the moments when we have not lived from 
our highest selves.  It is less customary 
to prepare for the New Year by acknowl-
edging the ways in which we have lived 
well-- celebrating the relationships we have 
nurtured—the healthy choices we have 
made, the moments we have cared well for 
ourselves and others.  I urge us, as we look 
over the past year, to spend some time 
acknowledging the beauty, the good, the 
delights we have experienced and brought 
forth—to celebrate the ways in which we 
have created understanding, healing and 
love.  
This practice is not an ego indulgence, but 
a way to create a strong and willing foun-
dation upon which to place the building 
blocks of a new year.  We grow, change 
and become, not by berating or sham-
ing ourselves, but by acknowledging our 
strengths and turning toward ourselves 
with compassion, generosity and love.  The 
mind so easily goes to pointing out our 
faults and shortcomings—part of the prac-
tice of Elul is to train our minds to notice 
our goodness, to acknowledge our abilities 
and our beauty.  This gives us the courage 
and fortitude to continue to grow and be-
come. 

The world needs our light, our gifts, our tal-
ents, our capabilities—let’s encourage each 
other to shine.
I am so grateful to be walking into the New 
Year with Rabbi Shawn and with all of you.  
I have so much faith in who we are and 
who we can be and I trust that our pas-
sions, our thoughtfulness, our kindness 
and care will lead us well.   We stand at the 
threshold of a magnificent new beginning.  
Let us walk together with generosity and 
love. Let us be a blessing to our community 
and the world.
Shalom, Rabbi Yael



DEAR MISHKAN SHALOM COMMUNITY,
L’Shanah Tovah.   Welcome back to anoth-
er year at our synagogue and our Mishkan 
Congregation School.  We will have most 
of our wonderful faculty returning. Ariel 
Zaslav, who had the Zayin class last year, 
has decided to sit this year out. Instead we 
would like to welcome Rabbi Simcha Zevit, 
who we are lucky to have join us as the 
Zayin teacher (7th grade).   Simcha has had 
a great deal of experience teaching teens 
and will add her own wisdom to teach this 
class.
To reintroduce our returning teachers: Ga-
brielle Kaplan Mayer will continue as Gan, 
Aleph (K-1) teacher on Sunday mornings 
for her 15th year; Julia Weekes will con-
tinue as Gimel (3rd grade) teacher for the 
fourth year; David Acker has taken on the 
Dalet/Hay class (4th/5th) and is returning 
for his sixth year. We have designed our 
curriculum for that group so that it meets 
the need of a combined class. I will be 
teaching the Vav class (6th grade). We were 
lucky to have Mindy Dorfman, a congrega-
tion member and certified teacher join us 
late last year to teach the Bet Class (2nd 
grade).  She will return in this role. Project 
based learning is the way we learn and you 
should see more of the projects evident as 
the year continues.
I am very excited to tell you about some 
special activities starting this year. We 
will join with the synagogue in teaching 
about the year of Shmita, where we seek 
a simpler life with compassion and other 
special ethical learnings.   Our assemblies 
and classroom curriculum with be infused 
with this theme. You will hear more about 
this in future newsletters.   One of our first 
activities will be to build toward the Climate 
March on September 21. We will be en-
couraging our school families to join with 
other congregation members to call for 

changes so that we can improve our envi-
ronment.  
We will be continuing our afterschool social 
group for children 8-12 years old. The idea 
of the group is for kids to have more op-
portunity to get to know each other.  In the 
Mishkan tradition, every other month will 
be a Tikkun Olam activity and every other 
month will be a social activity. We will be 
combining several of our social activities 
with those of Or Hadash, our sister Recon-
structionist group. Our first activity will be 
a picnic at Pastorius Park. We will have a 
picnic and sports activities from 12:30 p.m. 
- 1:30 p.m.  I hope all your kids will join us.
Finally, many of the adults, parents and 
visitors, have enjoyed our assemblies. We 
will be returning to once a month whole 
school assemblies and once a month by 
age assemblies. I will also include the time 
of assemblies in the calendar of the Kol 
Shalom. Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael will 
lead several of the assemblies.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone 
during the holidays. Anyone that has a 
school related question is welcome to call 
me at 610.247.6312. Hag Sameah and wel-
come to a new year.
Rivka Jarosh
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LIFELONG LEARNING by Anndee Hochman 
 
The good news, come September, is that kids aren’t the only ones who get to launch a whole 
new year of learning.
The better news: classes at Mishkan don’t require a new backpack, lunchbox or wardrobe. 
Instead, Lifelong Learning programs encourage you to come as you are—whether you’re a 
longtime or newer member of Mishkan; whether you have a lot of Jewish knowledge or are 
just beginning to explore; whether you consider yourself observant, secular or in-between. 
In our classes and workshops, you’ll find a place to ask questions, voice doubts, share 
knowledge, find community and deepen your own Jewish experience.
The Lifelong Learning brochure and our website (www.mishkan.org) have full class descrip-
tions, dates/times, costs and instructor bios. Here are some highlights for the fall term:
•	 Turn, Turn, Turn: Preparing for High Holy Days with Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael
•	 Learning to Leyn: The Tropmeister! Method of Chanting Torah
•	 Classes on Middot (Spiritual Values) and Eco-Judaism for the Shmita/Sabbatical 

year
•	 Shabbat Lunch & Learn: What’s Reconstructionism, Anyway?
•	 SoulCollage®: Walk the Talk and Intergenerational Mindfulness are back!

 
MANY THANKS TO ADAM WENOCUR 

for his work on the Kol Shalom last year. 
Layout person needed asap! 

If interested, contact Eileen Levinson 
levinsone@yahoo.com
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH TIKKUN OLAM AT MISHKAN?   
 
SIMPLICITY, SUSTAINABILITY & RESILIENCE have been adopted as core values by the 
Board and will serve as the context when synagogue needs are discussed by individual com-
mittees and operational areas.  We will be using reusable plastic plates for our potlucks, and 
we’re hoping to purchase new “scratch & dent” dishwashers for our kitchen – to replace the 
ones that do not work. When considering the air conditioning issue for the Sanctuary, we de-
cided to purchase special shades that will lessen the heat coming through the windows and 
therefore lessen the amount of A/C we use.

HERE IS WHAT’S AHEAD FOR US. PLEASE  
PARTICIPATE AND PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING 
OUR COMMITTEE. 

PEOPLE’S CLIMATE MARCH: Sunday, 
Sept 22, New York City.   
There will be a bus leaving from the Rox-
borough Hospital parking lot, and we’ll 
travel together, singing our songs, and 
become part of the largest climate march in 
history.
Now is the moment to tell our world lead-
ers that the people care about the Earth 
on which we all live.  Susan Saxe & Joey 
Greenberg are our bus captains.  Buy your 
ticket at:  http://peoplesclimate.org/trans-
portation/ 

ROSH HASHANAH POTLUCK 
Bring a dish to share AND bring a plate and 
utensils! 
 
MISHKAN SHALOM’S NEW JIM CROW 
STUDY/ACTION GROUP studies issues 
related to mass incarceration as we work 
with others to change this unjust system.  
NEXT MEETING DATE - Sunday, October 
5, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
We will discuss how prison affects families 
& specific actions that can be taken.

BLOC PARTY -- Saturday, Sept 27, 1:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Vernon Park in Germantown to raise aware-
ness about voting rights and register vot-
ers, amongst returning citizens.  

IMMIGRATION WORKING GROUP 
NEXT MEETING DATE - Wednesday, 
September 17, 7:00 p.m to 8:30 p.m.
Nicole Scharf Kligerman from New Sanc-
tuary Movement will discuss how contribu-
tions from Mishkan and other NSM mem-
ber congregations helped to bring about 
our historic victory ending cooperation 
between city police and federal immigration 
authorities. Then we’ll hear about NSM’s 
next campaign and discuss the possibility 
of Mishkan accompanying another family 
facing deportation. Michael Ramberg is the 
Mishkan contact for this work.

POWER (Philadelphians Organized to 
Witness, Empower and Rebuild) focus-
es on the issue of full, fair funding for our 
schools. Our Mishkan group is led by Mar-
garet Lenzi, Lisagail Zeitlin and Steve New-
man.  
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MEMBERSHIP AND COMMUNITY: WE’VE COME A LONG WAY BABY! by Karen Smith 
 
Less than two years ago, at a community meeting, a group of about 60 of us engaged in 
an activity we called “History of the Future”, where we re-envisioned a dynamically thriv-
ing Mishkan Shalom of the future and how we might get there. Even in our wild imagination 
game play, we could not have fantasized that in such a short time we would be solidly on our 
feet, growing in membership, bursting with well attended programing, improving our physi-
cal and organizational structure, and adding educational and rabbinical staff to support in-
creased numbers and activities.
This year the Membership and Community Team will continue in its efforts to bring new 
members to Mishkan Shalom and to provide opportunities for engagement for all our mem-
bers. Here are a few of the many ways you can support us :
Join our team! We have a big, well-functioning group with specific roles/tasks, lots of cross-
team support, and infrequent whole group meetings. We are looking for a party-planner to 
help us with some of our events, as well as someone who might help us coordinate a new 
Village Shabbat launch.
Volunteer to be a Buddy to New Members
Send us your ideas about ways we might increase participation in our many activities by our 
many members. Contact karensmith.fullliving@gmail.com if you want to help in any of the 
above-mentioned ways, or have questions or ideas to share. Happy Mishkaning!
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MEMBERSHIP BY KAREN SMITH

KOL SHALOM is published monthly, September through 
June.

Eileen Levinson, editor
Maria Paranzino, distribution 

Contributors include: Gene Bishop, Anndee Hochman, 
Lynne Iser, Rivka Jarosh, Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy,  

Maria Paranzino, Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell, Karen 
Smith and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month to  
levinsone@yahoo.com



ONE BOOK MISHKAN CELEBRATES 10 YEARS!  
DARA HORN’S GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED OUR 5775 SELECTION 
 
As soon as our community moved into the building, the Library Committee began to trans-
form an empty room into the thriving collection of some 5,000 books, periodicals and 
multi-media resources we’re so proud of today. All along, as we worked to build and cata-
logue the collection, we couldn’t wait to create programs for our congregation and beyond. 
Finally able to concentrate our efforts in that direction, we decided to begin with a ‘one book’ 
approach -- one book for the whole community for the whole year -- and see how it worked 
out. Who among us would have imagined that ten years later, our One Book Mishkan series 
would be going strong?
Indeed, each year, with input from the community, we select a book that we hope will appeal 
to a broad cross-section of our members. We choose a work that is rich in themes and that 
lends itself to the development of a variety of programs throughout the year. We look for op-
portunities to invite other committees and groups to work with us. And, finally, we read works 
on Jewish themes, providing in-depth opportunities to delve into areas of Jewish interest we 
might not have the opportunity to explore elsewhere.
And what a winning formula it has been! After nine books of fiction, non-fiction and memoir 
spanning biblical times to the present...and 50+ programs...our tenth anniversary selection 
offers a literal treasure trove of themes and timeframes for us to explore. (Yes, literally...a 
geniza!) 

LIBRARY BY SHARON RHODE
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
BOOK DISCUSSION, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2:00 
P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
 
With the New Year comes a new ap-
proach...our kick-off event for this year’s 
series will be the Book Discussion. The 
particular interplay of seemingly unrelated 
topics means readers will get the most out 
of the series’ programs having read the 
book. So, get a hold of your copy -- now 
in paperback and all formats -- and join 
us in mid-November. We have two copies 
available to circulate in our Library...please 
return those copies within three weeks of 
check-out. Natalie Gorvine facilitates; the 
discussion, as always, will be lively and 
refreshments, as always, will be served.
Another wonderful series awaits us, con-
tinuing with a brand-new program, Rabbi 
Shawn’s “Lunch and Learn” on Maimon-
ides following Shabbat services, January 
31. Springtime will bring a trio of returning 
favorites: Movie Night Saturday, March 21; 
Panel Discussion in April and a grand finale 
‘Arts Night’ in May.

GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED: “LEARNED...HEARTFELT....ELEGANT...(A) PAGE TURNER...” 
 
What do the biblical story of Joseph, Moses Maimonides, Solomon Schecter’s 1896 discov-
ery of the Cairo Geniza, a software prodigy and her application that records everything its 
users do, modern-day Egypt, sisters and brothers, jealousy, abduction, medieval philosophy, 
destiny and free will and the interplay between technology and memory have in common? 
Dara Horn weaves all these and more into her latest novel, of which Pulitzer Prize winning 
author Geraldine Brooks writes: “Intricate and suspenseful, A Guide for the Perplexed is 
both learned and heartfelt, an exploration of human memory, its uses and misuses, that 
spans centuries in a twisty braid full of jaw dropping revelations and breathtaking reversals. 
An elegant and brainy page-turner from a master story-teller.”

JOIN US! THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE WELCOMES 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
We’d love to have you join us in developing 
this year’s program series and maintaining 
the collection. We meet monthly, usual-
ly in-person, sometimes virtually; usually 
Sunday mornings in the Library, sometimes 
on a weekday evening and sometimes in 
our homes. But we always learn, regale 
each other with wonderful stories and leave 
excited about our plans for upcoming pro-
grams.

To learn more, or for answers to any ques-
tions, write us at library@mishkan.org or 
contact Lillian Sigal, Committee Chair, at 
610.642.2376 See you in the Library!
 

LIBRARY BY SHARON RHODE
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ETHAN August 23 
 
When Ethan’s family first moved to the 
United Arab Emirates five years ago, he 
was struck by the similarities between 
the culture of their new home and Jewish 
culture and traditions. In both, religious 
women cover their bodies and hair. Arabic 
and Hebrew letters, with their flourishes 
and hooks, look like linguistic cousins, with 
both languages written from right to left.
Both cultures have a deep love of God and 
prayer. They savor many of the same foods: 
falafel and salads. And both have dietary 
laws—Halal and Kashrut—that govern what 
traditionally observant people may eat.
And yet, being Jewish in the United Arab 
Emirates is something Ethan—along with 
his older brothers Nathan and Alexander 
and their parents, Beth and David Rupp—
has learned to keep private.
The family celebrates Shabbat and holi-
days; Ethan has learned much about Jew-
ish history, including the Holocaust, through 
watching movies, reading books, meeting 
with a Holocaust survivor and experiencing 
an unforgettable visit to Dachau. There, he 
was struck by the cramped living spaces 
and the holes in the ground that served as 
toilets. “I wanted to know more about Jew-
ish history, about what happened there—
what it felt like, what it looked like.”
For the past year, he learned and practiced 
prayers with his parents and met week-
ly with a friend’s father, reading the Torah 
in English; they completed Genesis and 
Exodus and read parts of the other three 
books.
 “I wanted to be more connected to my 
Judaism,” Ethan says. “I can’t really talk 
to anybody about it except my parents.” 
And so, after attending Camp JRF for three 
weeks in August, Ethan became a  
bar mitzvah at Mishkan.

He chanted verses of parashat Re’eh (Deut. 
11:26-16:17) and talked about pilgrimages, 
another idea with resonance in American, 
Islamic and Jewish life. “Jews used to go to 
the temple in Jerusalem for Passover, Suk-
kot and Shavuot,” he said. “And there’s a 
pilgrimage, Haj, that Muslims make once in 
their lifetime.
“I feel like at my age and stage in life, I’m 
not ready for a religious pilgrimage, but 
I am ready for a spiritual pilgrimage” in 
pursuit of a not-strictly-religious passion. 
“If you love baseball, then going to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame could be a spiritual 
pilgrimage,” Ethan explained. Pilgrims also 
make offerings, he said. “I offer kindness 
and help and my opinions and my knowl-
edge.” 
His passions include soccer, which he 
sometimes plays for hours a day. He’s also 
a swimmer, a clarinetist and a seasoned 
traveler; from their home base in Abu Dha-
bi, where David, an architect, is the project 
manager for a new museum, the family has 
visited Germany, France, the United King-
dom, Austria, India, Egypt, Greece, Jordan 
and Oman. Ethan’s friends are a global mix: 
kids from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Turkey, 
Russia, Italy, Switzerland and Korea.
The day after his bar mitzvah, the family 
returned to Abu Dhabi—to their favorite 
Malaysian bakery, an “amazing” Australian 
gourmet restaurant…and the Starbucks on 
the ground floor of their apartment building.
Traveling halfway around the world to cel-
ebrate his bar mitzvah made him happy, 
Ethan said. “I feel like I’m more connected 
to my people.”
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ANNE SHIPLEY August 30 
 
After studying a Torah portion about justice 
and reading the stories of same-sex cou-
ples on the ACLU’s website, Anne Shipley 
decided to draw her own line in the sand.

Or, more 
accurately, 
a line on the 
asphalt of 
Mishkan’s 
parking lot. 
For her tikkun 
olam project, 
she invited 
the whole 
community 
to participate 
in a one-day 
art project, 
chalking the 

parking lot (and contributing funds) in sup-
port of marriage equality. 
Anne’s parasha, Shoftim (Deut. 16:18-21:9), 
is about “how to judge, what to do and 
not do, about kings, monarchies and war,” 
she says. “I was looking for current justice 
issues and heard about marriage equality. 
I thought: What if I raise money? What’s 
something everyone can do together that’s 
accessible to all ages? Something people 
could see but that was also ephemeral.”
On May 18, Anne answered that question: 
about 40 children, teens and adults drew 
hearts and hands, colored giant rainbow 
stripes and wrote pro-marriage-equality 
messages on a swept-clean upper parking 
lot. The Philadelphia Gay News covered 
the event, and Anne’s brother, Noah, doc-
umented it with photographs. Two days 
later, Pennsylvania became the 19th mar-
riage-equality state.
“In one of the commentaries I read, it said 
that you need justice and laws to make a 

strong society, and you also need love,” 
Anne recalls. The commentary pointed out 
that governments can’t mandate love, but 
they can require justice. The chalk designs 
vanished in the first hard rain. But the im-
pact of her project lingers. “I felt like I had 
really done something, that I was part of 
something bigger than myself. I didn’t ex-
pect it to have such a huge ripple effect.” 
The project also demanded that Anne learn 
some 21st-century activism skills: how to 
interview people, set up an event, gath-
er information for a brochure, publicize 
a fundraiser and develop contacts. Now, 
she’s shifted her focus to a different set of 
skills: leyning Torah, leading prayers and 
getting ready to take her place on the bi-
mah.
“I definitely knew I wanted a bat mitzvah,” 
says Anne, who has attended Mishkan’s 
Hebrew School since kindergarten. “I 
thought: this is going to require a lot of 
work, and I’m looking forward to it…After-
ward, I’ll feel like I really did something, and 
that I’m becoming a Jewish adult who can 
be part of a minyan and go into any service, 
anywhere, and be able to say the bless-
ings.”
Anne, a student at Greene Street Friends 
School, values that learning community 
for the same reasons she loves Mishkan: 
openness, tolerance and a strong sense of 
community. “At Mishkan, everyone is able 
to take part and be part of the community, 
whether you’re new or you’ve been there 
for years.” As she nears the moment of her 
bat mitzvah, she has some counsel for any 
student who’s just starting the process: 
“Don’t give up on anything. Don’t think that 
it’s impossible. You will be able to do it; it 
just takes a lot of preparation and help from 
other people. The outcome is amazing. 
You’ll feel like you accomplished something 
over the past year.”

B’NAI MITZVAH BY ANNDEE HOCHMAN
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THE EXPERIENCES OF LOSS AND GRIEF led by Rabbi Elisa Goldberg 
 
6 sessions from 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., on the following Mondays: 
9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 10/6, 10/20 and 10/27 
Mandell Campus, Elkins Park, PA

Participants will gain strength and comfort through sharing with others in a professionally 
guided discussion.
$18 includes all six sessions, which must be made in advance. Pre-registration is required.
Call 267.256.2261 to register and for more information. We welcome participants whose loss 
has been six months or longer.
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LOSS

REIMAGINE SOCIETY, RENEW JEWISH LIFE
• How can we revisit together our local 

and broader communities role and work 
in economic justice?

Whether it is more frequent carpooling to 
events, greening of our celebrations or 
participating in the major Climate Change 
action on September 21 in New York (Bus-
es will be leaving from nearby Mishkan; 
check the website and Ma Hadash for more 
details), we are a committed congregation. 
Each of us can find our own way/s to par-
ticipate.
Along with the many opportunities to en-
gage with SHMITA year principles in the 
year ahead, there is much to be excited 
about at Mishkan Shalom in 5775. At our 
June community meeting we embraced 
anew our historic Brit Mishkan-Mishkan 
communal covenant – where membership 
is not defined only by important financial 
commitments, but by other ways of volun-
teering. While we are blessed to still have 
Gabby Kaplan-Mayer bringing us Celebra-
tions! Programming for families and chil-
dren with special needs, teaching in our 
school and offering Food-for-Thought, we 

have the addition of RRC student Jake Ad-
ler, as Teen Program Coordinator bringing 
his own special skills and vision to our teen 
programs. In addition to our growing and 
our excellent Hebrew school, under Rivka 
Jarosh’s leadership, we will have monthly 
family Shabbat programs, thanks to our 
other RRC intern Julie Benioff.
We will continue and develop bi-weekly 
musical and soulful Kabbalat Shabbat ser-
vices, monthly potluck dinners coordinated 
by Karen Smith and our membership team, 
weekly Shabbat morning services with 
Rabbi Yael and me alternating, monthly 
spiritual direction and Rosh Hodesh pro-
grams, a broad array of life-long learning 
and Library Committee offerings, organizing 
for voter engagement and a fair funding 
formula for education of all Pennsylvanians 
through our membership in POWER, our 
annual Mishkan retreat next Spring, A Way 
In mindfulness programs, tikkun olam ef-
forts in sustainability, immigration and racial 
justice, acts of caring/gemilut hasadim, 
upgrades to our communication and social  

continued from page 2
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Mazel Tov 
We extend a hearty mazel tov to Anne 
Shipley and her family on becoming Bat 
Mitvzah.  We also say mazel tov to Lisa and 
Steve Mervis on the wedding on their son 
Josh, to Drew Sambol, and to Abbe Flet-
man, who is now Judge Fletman.  
Condolences 
We extend condolences to Wendy Horwitz 
and her family on the death of Elizabeth 
Shipley; to Alan Greenberg and his family 
on the death of his mother, Frances Green-
berg, to Spencer Golden and his family 
on the death of his mother Rhoda Joyce 
Golden, to Rabbi Linda Holtzman and her 
family on the death of her father, Eddie and 
to Rina Maschler on the death of her moth-
er, Chaninah Maschler.   May Wendy, Alan, 
Spencer, Rabbi Linda and Rina be comfort-
ed among all the mourners of Zion and all 
humanity and may the memories of Eliza-
beth, Frances, Rhoda, Eddie and Chaninah 
be for a blessing.

Love and Support 
This month we send our ongoing love, 
support, and prayers for healing to Mish-
kan members   Robin Berenholz , Bernice 
Bricklin, Jean Brody/Louis Schwartz, Wen-
dy Caplin, Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, 
Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz , Denise Kulp, 
Robin Leidner, Faith Leibman, and Aryeh 
Stein Azen.
We are keeping Evelyn Bishop, mother of 
Gene Bishop, Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi 
Shawn Zevit), Pat Lynn (partner of Bar-
rie Levin), Arnold Schein (father of Susan 
Schein), Sarah Bradley (mother of David 
Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of Karen 
Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin 
Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daugh-
ter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), 
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe 
Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Win-
dle), and Julie Post (sister of Nancy Post) in 
our prayers as well. May they all experience 
a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

ACTS OF CARING BY GENE BISHOP & STEPHANIE SHELL
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Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community learn about significant events in the lives 
of our members. In this way, we can reach out to one another in times of grief, illness, and 
joy. To reach us simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 
 
HINENI--HERE I AM If you have life circumstances that would be helped by short-term 
support and/or help with concrete tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal at Act-
sofCaring@Mishkan.org or please phone Sharon at 610.574.1705 or 610.649.0274. We will 
reach out to the community and coordinate help with needs such as transportation to doctor 
appointments, meals, errands, as well as visits. 
Are you receiving Acts of Caring via email? Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam, or if you have 
gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).
Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a marvelous way to connect our community! 
Please don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like to be posted to our email 
address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org.. Please notify us if you want a name added to, or re-
moved from, our “Ongoing love, support, and prayers of healing…” list. 



MEMBER DONATIONS FOR 5774 –(AS OF AUGUST 20, 2014) 
 
We are grateful to those people who support our community with the offerings of their hearts 
by volunteering time and financial resources. In keeping with the values of kavod/honor and 
hoda’ah/gratitude, the list below recognizes members who have financially contributed to 
Mishkan Shalom over the past year.  If your name is missing, please let us know. The list 
reflects donations received via a trackable method such as credit card or check.  For those 
of you who simply left cash for us, we thank you too --  but next time please let us know who 
you are! 

Auction Sponsorship 
Robert Kaufman and Jane Shure    
Ken and Judy Weinstein      

5774 B’nai Mitzvah  
Lisa and Daniel Auerbach 
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman 
Graciela Slesaransky-Poe and Philip Poe 
Juliet Sternberg and Dan Sher 
Ken and July Weinstein 
Eve Weiss and John Spencer 

General Donations 
Judy Bernstein-Baker – IMO Joseph Bern-
stein 
Gene Bishop and Andrew Stone – IHO Har-
riet Dichter and John Schapiro 
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano – IHO 
Elise Kraemer 
Jean Brody – IHO Rabbi Shawn 
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky – IHO 
Ellen Tichenor and Abby Ruder 
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky - IHO 
Rod MacNeil 
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling – IMO 
William Iser 
Jane Lipton – IMO Nancy Lipton 
Andrea Madden and Larry Needleman – 
IHO Joe Brenman and Lance Laver 
Janelle McCoy 
Richard Meketon and Jamie Fibus – IMO 
Martin Meketon
Faye Miller and Barbara Danin – IMO Adele 
Miller and Jack Miller 
14

DONATIONS

Susan Richards and Sharon Parker – IHO 
Simchat Torah Service  
Lawrence Weisberg – IMO Eric Johnson 
Mitchell Weiss and Kim Nichols  

High Holidays 
Mark Heller 

Installation 
Irv Ackelsberg 
Marilyn Ackelsberg 
David Acker and Bob Prischak 
Claudia Apfelbaum and Jay Tarler 
Hanah Ashley 
Lisa and Dan Auerbach 
Meredith Barber and Michael Schwager 
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano 
Robin Berenholz and Mark McCullen 
Carol Boughter and Barry Dornfeld 
Margaret and David Bradley 
Jean Brody 
Ilene Burak and Alexis Lieberman 
Wendy Caplin and Denise Kulp 
Tamar Chansky and Phillip Stern   
Cynthia Cline Campbell and John Campbell 
Meryl Crean 
Jessie and Scott Diamond 
Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro 
Jim Feldman and Sharon Sigal 
Mindy Fernandez Sheinbaum  
Carol Fleischman Sotirescu 
Abby Fletman and Jane Hinkle 
Anna Forrester and Mitch Young
Katy and Jason Friedland 



Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky 
Jeff Gelles and Sharon Gornstein 
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman 
Julie Greenberg 
Helene Halstuch 
Libby Harman 
Mark Heller 
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall 
Leslie Hurtig and Tom Ginsberg 
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling 
Chris Jacobs and Nancy Post 
Marc JacobsStephen Jones 
Tamar Kamionkowski and Jennifer Rackow 
Judy Kleppel 
Myriam Klotz and Margot Stein 
Andrea Konow and Janet Garretson 
Nancy Fuchs Kreimer and Seth Kreimer 
Bill and Jude Lang 
Lance and Mary LaverBrenda Lazin 
Margaret Lenzi and Stan Shapiro 
Rod MacNeil and Bill Grey 
Andrea Madden and Larry Needleman 
Mindy Maslin 
Faye Miller and Barbara Danin 
Beth Parrish and David Kleiner 
Cindy and Steve Perkiss 
David Piver 
Pat Quigley and Sharon Weinman 
Susan Richards and Sharon Parker 
Ronnie Rothman 
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor 
Susan Schewel and Lizzy Schmidt 
Lillian Sigal 
Gael and Jamie Simon 
Graciela Slesaransky Poe and Philip Poe 
Karen Smith 
Andrew Soloway and Erica Eisenberg 
Eugene Sotirescu Fleischman 
Rosalind Spigel 
Fern Steinbach 
Juliet Sternberg and Dan Sher 
Alan and Lisa Tuttle 
Lisa Weinreb-Mervis and Steve Mervis 
Larry Weisberg 
Mitch Weiss and Kim Nichols 
Lisagail Zeitlin 

A Way In and Rabbi Yael Levy 
Men of Mishkan 
Mishkan Aesthetics Committee 
Mishkan Choir 
Mishkan Mussar Group 
Dalet Class 
Gan Alef Bet 
Gimel Class 
Hay Class 
Vav Class 
Zayin Class 

Library Fund 
Adam and Maralin Blistein 
Eileen Levinson- IMO Eileen’s son and par-
ents 
Judy Lutz 
Richard Meketon and Jamie Fibus – IMO 
Martin Meketon 
Lillian Sigal – IHO Eileen Levinson 
Miscellaneous cash donations 

Life Cycle Fund 
Irv Ackelsberg – IHO Lance Laver 
Marilyn Ackelsberg – IMO Zea Piver Lois 
Bruckner and Debbie Lipshutz – IHO Ma-
teo’s Bar Mitzvah 
Barbara Danin and Faye Miller – IMO Zea 
Piver 
Helene Feldman – IMO Helene’s Mother 
Jim Feldman and Sharon Sigal – IHO Lance 
Laver 
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall – IMO Zea 
Piver 
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling – IMO 
Lynne’s Sister 
Judy Kleppel – IHO Lance Laver 
Nancy Fuchs Kreimer and Seth Kreimer – 
IHO Lance Laver 
Judy Lutz – IMO Zea Piver 
Arnold Kendall and Vicki Murphy Kendall – 
IHO Baby Naming Kendall 
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – IHO 
Lance Laver 
 

DONATIONS
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Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – IMO El-
len’s Mother 
Jill Saull and Adam Dickstein – IHO Izzy 
and Noa 
Lillian Sigal – IHO Lance Laver 
Lisa Weinreb-Mervis and Steve Mervis – 
IHO Lance Laver 

Rabbis Discretionary Fund 
Cynthia Cline-Campbell – IHO Zel Lurie 
Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro – IHO 
Rabbi Shawn 
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman 
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall – IHO Rabbi 
Shawn 
Rod MacNeil and Bill Grey – IHO Doron and 
Victor 
Jill Saull and Adam Dickstein 
Larry and Chiqui Somers – IHO Chiqui’s 
Parents 

Sanctifying the Sanctuary 
Anonymous 
Jeff Gelles and Sharon Gornstein 
Jan Hamer 
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall  
Chris Jacobs and Nancy Post 
Rod MacNeil and Bill Grey 
Karen Meshkov and Matt Pillischer 
Cindy and Steve Perkiss 
David Piver 
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor
 
School Donations 
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall  
Leslie Mayro 
Susan Richard and Sharon Parker 
Jill Saull and Adam Dickstein 
Eve Weiss and John Spencer 
Mitch Weiss and Lim Nichols 
Mishkan-A-Thon
 
Special Annual Year End Appeal 
Judy Bernstein-Baker 
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Gene Bishop and Andy Stone 
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano 
Carole Boughter and Barry Dornfeld 
Jean Brody 
Jessie and Scott Diamond 
Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro 
Katy and Jason Friedland 
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman 
Mark Heller 
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall 
Christopher Jacobs and Nancy Post 
Lance and Mary Laver 
Margaret Lenzi and Stan Shapiro 
Rod MacNeil and Bill Grey 
Andrea Madden and Larry Needleman 
Steve and Keely Newman 
Beth Parrish and David Kleiner 
Cindy and Steve Perkiss 
David Piver 
Susan Richards and Sharon Parker 
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor 
Susan Saxe and Moon Smith 
Lillian Sigal 
Susan Schewel and Lizzy Schmidt 
Rosalind Spigel 
Alan and Lisa Tuttle 
Shawn and Simcha Zevit
 
Yahrzeit Memorial 
Joe Brenman 
Lois Bruckner and Debbie Lipshutz 
Jennifer Coburn 
Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro 
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman 
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky 
Nancy Fuchs Kreimer and Seth Kreimer 
Lance and Mary Laver 
Barrie Levin and Pat Lynn 
Eileen Levinson 
Stacey Meadows 
Art Read and Cindy Rosenthal 
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor



Yizkor Book  
Ron Abrams 
Irv Ackelsberg 
Andrea Belasco and Brock Roben 
Adam and Maralin Blistein 
Abbe Fletman and Jane Hinkle 
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling 
Brenda Lazin 
Robin Leidner 
Rod MacNeil and Bill Grey

DONATIONS
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REIMAGINE SOCIETY, RENEW JEWISH LIFE 
media interaction, and so much more that 
I apologize for not mentioning. All these 
tributaries of Mishkan Shalom life will be 
informed by our emerging strategic plan-
ning process under the guidance of Board 
member Barry Dornfeld and the Strategic 
Planning Committee.
Thanks to generous donors—and those 
of you who may yet give to our ongoing 
“Sanctifying the Sanctuary—as well as 
Steve Perkiss, Bob Kaufman, Lance Laver 
of the Building and Aesthetics Committee, 
John Shapiro, Gari Weilbacher and our 
fundraising group, we now have a cooler 
third floor for the first time in our history 
and a new security system in the building 
for our benefit and for our tenant partners: 
City Lights Church, Bridgeways School, 
and our new partner—Y.A.L.E School for 
young people across the special needs 
continuum.
I want to express my ongoing appreciation 
to our President David Piver, Vice-Presi-
dent Ellen Tichenor and committed Board 
members, and our staff team for 5775: 
Rabbi Yael, Maria, Gari, Rivka, Mr. Charles, 
Jake and Julie. Together we will enter the 
New Year with even more energy, synergy, 
growth and a stronger sense of who we are 

and can be, in expression of our powerful 
statement of priniples and web of connec-
tion.
I wish the best for all of you, and an ease 
back into school and work life in this month  
of Elul. I am every grateful for the support 
Simcha and I have received in our final 
state of transition to Philadelphia as we 
moved into our home in Mt. Airy this past 
summer and Simcha was finally able to 
joint me in the beginning of September, 
after my stepson Noah headed to Israel for 
a gap year of study and service.  Ongoing 
healing prayer to all of you in need; please 
continue to let us know through Acts-of-
Caring or directly to Rabbi Yael or myself, 
how we can be of support. As we prepare 
for the New Year ahead, I take inspiration 
from the end of the Torah, D’varim 30:11-
14, and offer my own interpretation:

The direction I am pointing you towards 
Is not too confusing or complex 

Nor is it beyond reach 
It is not in the heavens…neither is  

it beyond the sea 
It is accessible in your own words  

and in your own heart 
Let us go forward in this truth together.

Elul Tov and Shanah Tovah U’Mitukah in 
advance,  
Rabbi Shawn Israel Zevit 

continued from page 12



Stanley Mervis-9/7-Elul 12 
Father of Steve Mervis 
Charles Solomon Berman-9/8-Elul 13 
Father of Phyllis Berman  
Cy Keller-9/8-Elul 13 
Lover of Bernice K. Bricklin 
Minnie Selinger-9/8-Elul 13 
Mother of Warrren Selinger 
Manny Goldfisher-9/9-Elul 14 
Uncle of Ellie Barbarash 
Samuel Belasco-9/10-Elul 15 
Grandfather of Andrea Belasco 
Jeffrey David Samuelsson-9/10-Elul 15 
Son of Eileen Levinson 
Joseph Silverman-9/10-Elul 15 
Father of Helene Feldman
Elmer Blistein-9/12-Elul 17 
Father of Adam Blistein 
Gertrude Galson Greenberg-9/14-Elul 19 
Grandmother of Wendy Galson 
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YAHRZEITS

Else Goldschneider-9/15-Elul 20 
Grandmother of Wendy Galson
Lualle Barbarash-9/16-Elul 21 
Mother of Ellie Barbarash 
Samuel Levin-9/16-Elul 21 
Grandfather of Barrie Levin 
Frances McCullen-9/17-Elul 22 
Father of Mark McCullen 
Janet Spigel Linic-9/17-Elul 22 
Sister of Rosalin Spigel 
Lucille Kleppel-9/21-Elul 26 
Mother of Judy Kleppel 
Arthur Deikman-9/22-Elul 27 
Father of Susan Deikman  
Helen Finn Ruder-9/22-Elul 27 
Mother of Abby Ruder 
Harry Weiss-9/24-Elul 29 
Father of Mitchell Weiss
Sara Laver-9/26-Tishrei 2 
Mother of Lance Laver 



Please join us for Torah Study every Satur-
day from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.
Friday, September 5, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn
Saturday, September 6, 9:00 p.m. – Ki 
Tetze – Spiritual Direction Circle, with Rab-
bi Shawn, Andrea Madden; 10:00 a.m. – 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn
Saturday, September 13, 10:00 a.m. - 
Ki-Tavo – A Way In Mindfulness Service, 
with Rabbi Yael
Friday, September 19, 7:30 p.m. – Kabba-
lat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn
Saturday, September 20, 9:00 a.m. – Nit-
zavim-Vayelech – Celebrations!; 10:00 a.m. 
– A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi 
Yael; 9:00 p.m. – Selihot

Wednesday, September 24, 7:00 p.m. -  
Erev Rosh HaShanah
Thursday, September 25, 9:00 a.m. – 
Rosh Ha-Shanah, Day 1, at Haverford 
School; 3:30 p.m. – Tashlich, in Valley 
Green
Friday, September 26, 9:00 a.m. – Rosh 
HaShanah, Day 2, at Mishkan Shalom
Saturday, September 27, 10:00 a.m. – 
Haazinu - Shabbat Shuvah Service, with 
Rabbi Shawn, Rabbi Yael and Rev. Dwayne 
Royster
Friday, October 3 – Kol Nidre Service at 
Haverford School; 5:45 p.m. – gather; 6:15 
p.m. – Kol Nidre Service
Saturday, October 4, 9:00 a.m. – Yom Kip-
pur Service, at Haverford School

T’FILOT


