
Hashiveynu: Conscious Return 

Lo-nayda mah-na’avod et-Yah ad-bo’aynu shama

We will not know how we will best serve YHVH
until we get there.  (Exodus 10:26)

We do not know what form our service will take, what the world will be like or 
what will be called from us. The world is in flux and our lives are also changing 
moment to moment. We just do not know. Not-knowing can be terrifying and 
yet it also holds the infinite potential of our power and creativity. We can only 
prepare for this mystery by becoming fully present, by accessing the fullness of 
Being in this moment, and knowing that when we are called, we will respond 
with that fullness. On this journey to freedom, we must dare to live in a place 
of uncertainty that is held inside the confidence that just showing up in our 
fullness and in our uniqueness is enough. We will not know what is needed until 
we get there. Each moment is a new “there.”  -- Rabbi Shefa Gold

After a grueling and galvanizing year, 
we have arrived at the mezuzah, 
the liminal space, the doorway to 
regathering and slowly reclaiming 
in-person connection. It is a time of 
hope, confidence, and excitement, also 
fraught with more complexity, anxiety, 
and required volunteer and staff time 
and energy than even before. We continue to find our stride through 
on-line means (many of which will continue through the summer and into 
next year), informal in-person gatherings and hoped for official regathering 
events over time.

Often, we see transitional times as transactional or even inconsequential 
doorways to simply pass through onto the next destination, moment, or 
experience. Jewish spiritual tradition takes the word for movement- “zuz” 
and turns it from an active verb to a noun with the adding of the prefix 
“mem”- creating “mezuzah” or doorway. This is where we lift our eyes, 
hands, and with awareness (“VAV consciousness”) and pause, reflect with 
intention, while asking who we are and how will we enter this next room, 
or place, or state of being with the highest relational and respectful intent. 
We are entering this phase of our individual and communal lives for an 
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Rabbi’s Letter
undetermined period of time, understanding we 
may have to move back and forth to be as caring, 
safe, and considerate as we need to be. As we do 
so we may occasionally find ourselves grappling 
with polarities of progression-regression, isolation-
connection, and so on as we explore ways of 
regathering and also restructuring and renewing our 
communal experiences.

Listen deeply to each other without rationalizing or 
defending. Open into our own broken hearted-ness 
and determined hopefulness before each action. 
Acknowledge and be with numbness, fears, hopes, 
enthusiasms and longing without shame and blame, 
while taking responsibility for and monitoring our 
intent and reactions.

We have accomplished so much through your 
generosity of time and resources this past year- 
exceeding our dues goals; coming within reach of 
our ReGenerations campaign goal thanks to half 
of our 220 plus households; receiving federal and 
foundation support; expanding our membership 
access points on-line and more. With the support of 
our Hebrew school families, education committee 
and leadership, and under the current and future 
leadership of Gabby Kaplan-Mayer and next year 
with Gabby, Holli Goldenberg, and our amazing 
teachers, we will be shifting our Sunday section of 
Hebrew school to Shabbat in the coming year. Adult 
Education and Library Committee offerings, Israel-
Palestine, POWER multi-faith justice campaigns, 
Immigration and Refugee support, Torah study, 
services and spiritual practice offerings, fundraising 
efforts, so many offerings have been expanded, 
renewed, and revitalized in a pandemic on-line 
program year. 

Now, with some fatigue and tension, as well as 
relief and energy, we are collaboratively moving 
forward together.  Our “Hashiveynu - Returning 
and Regathering Task Force”, with input from other 
leadership is working hard to help us move into 
this new phase, into and ultimately through the 
mezuzah/doorway ahead. With the cooperation of 
the weather, we are excited about regathering in 
both person and with zoom access on Friday, July 
23rd for Shabbat Under the Stars outside at Mishkan 
(details and protocols will follow), as we explore 
both communal regathering and informal clusters 
of connection in the months ahead. Some Hebrew 

school families gathered in each other’s backyards 
to celebrate the end to their school year recently. 
Some of you who have been vaccinated are safely 
celebrating Shabbat again with others.  

Rabbi Yael and I, the High Holy Day team, 
coordinated by Holli Goldenberg, and Spiritual Life 
Council are already into planning some combination 
of on-line and in-person High Holy Day offerings 
as long as it remains safe to do so. We are looking 
at the arrival of 5782 and beyond: when we return 
together for Shabbat in the fall, our Hebrew School 
will begin meeting on Shabbat mornings as well 
-  which is the way we began Jewish education at 
Mishkan at its founding. 

All of this to support, engage and encourage  our 
connections in forward-looking, expanded ways as 
a sacred and diverse community in person and with 
on-line access for local full members, on-line visitors, 
and the newly created digital membership for those 
outside of the Philadelphia area.

Invite a friend or neighbor to a service or program 
and let us keep growing together. We are all 
members of the in-reach/outreach team- it is in 
one-to-one relationship building that community 
happens, that social change occurs, and true 
transformation is possible. 

I want to personally thank our tireless Executive 
Committee: President Steve Jones, outgoing 
Treasurer Ellen Steiker, and Secretary Homer 
Robinson and the rest of the committed and 
thoughtful board and committees for their 
leadership and tireless commitment to our 
community’s thriving. I especially want to offer 
hoda’ot/gratitude to Seth Horwitz, Roz Spigel and 
Ellen Steiker who are cycling off the board after 
guiding us with years of their wisdom and along with 
so many of you who have been leading, supporting, 
and participating in Mishkan activities, helped lead us 
to a new place of stability and poised for the future 
that is coming our way! 

A deep bow in gratitude to all our small staff: Maria 
Paranzino, Lynn Edelman (five months in), Rabbi 
Yael Levy, Gabby Kaplan Mayer, and our wonderful 
teachers (Amy, Cantor David, Holli, and Julia) for 
continued “Samsonian” efforts especially this last 

(continued from the previous page)
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https://mishkan.org/join
https://mishkan.org/join
http://www.mishkan.org/calendar
http://www.mishkan.org/calendar


JUNE 2021 RESOURCES ON ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

To get involved in our Israel-Palestine programming committee please contact our chair, Marcy Boroff, 
marcy.boroff@gmail.com 

SHALU SHALOM YERUSHALAYIM
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF YISRAEL
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF YISHMAEL
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF ALL THE WORLD
LET ALL THE WORLD LIVE IN PEACE
SHALOM, SALLAM, SHALU SHALOM YERUSHLAYIM

“Our need to secure Israel must not blind us to the sufferings of the Palestinians, who also have ties to the 
land. The perpetuation of this suffering violates the Jewish commitments to justice and compassion. Jews and 
Palestinians must recognize and support one another’s rights to national self-determination in the land they 
share and revere.” (Mishkan Shalom Statement of Principles)

Engaging with issues and events in Israel and Palestine is a commitment to building relationships with people, 
not only ideas and concepts. We are also committed to dialogue and action that honors a key part of Jewish 
ethical speech and our own Statement of Principles, where we do not divide Gemilut Hasadim (Acts of Loving-
kindness, i.e.- how we treat each other) and Tikkun Olam (i.e., the actions we take in the world for justice and 
our values). Rabbi Shawn Zevit

We are mindful of the fact that the world has changed over the last 30 years, that the political situation in 
Israel/Palestine has changed. We are mindful of the fact that over the years, attempts to discuss Israel/Pales-
tine have led to meaningful collective action but also to great acrimony. We at Mishkan cannot ignore these 
realities, if sometimes we would like to both personally, and communally. (Gene Bishop, z” l, Mishkan Shalom 
founding member, 2018)

 https://mishkan.org/committee/israel-israel-palestine

MISHKAN SHALOM 2018 ISSUE ON ISRAEL-PALESTINE w. Resource list 

MISHKAN SHALOM 2021 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/connect/israel
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year when all of us stretched beyond capacity to 
serve our shared sacred community from our 
various homes across the city. 

Especially In times like these, we look to one 
another for support and wisdom, to our Jewish 
and many traditions for guidance, and to all Earth. 
are here for each other. We step mindfully into the 
mezuzah- the doorway into new growth and change 
and also reclaim and see afresh familiar landscapes. 
Whether on-line or in person in the months ahead- 
I look forward to sharing the journey with you. 

“The kind of hope I think about…a state of mind, not 
a state of the world…it’s not essentially dependent on 
some particular observation of the world or estimate 
of the situation. Hope is an orientation of the 
spirit, an orientation of the heart; it transcends 
the world that is immediately experienced and is 
anchored somewhere beyond its horizons. Hope, in this 
deep and powerful sense, is not the same as joy that 
things are going well…but, rather, an ability to work for 
something because it is good...” Vaclav Havel

Rabbi’s Letter (continued from previous page)

mailto:marcy.boroff%40gmail.com?subject=
https://mishkan.org/committee/israel-israel-palestine
https://mishkan.org/sites/default/files/april_2018_kol_shalom.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dvyr1WkkaesKL5l9rqPXC3zDbYGFubhU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/connect/israel
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Israel and Palestine: What’s Happening and 
What American Jews Can Do About It:

Register Here to join J Street’s Director of Government Affairs Debra Shushan 
in conversation with Mishkan Shalom founding member Steve Masters 

on Sunday, June 6 at 2:00 pm 

We’ll explore what led to the violence, hear updates about the conflict and discuss steps that the Biden 
Administration can take to assist in de-escalating the violence and maintaining the ceasefire.

Additionally, as individuals who care deeply about Israel, we’ll talk about how American Jews and others can 
respond to this crisis and advance diplomatic, political and communal actions that lead to a more secure 
Israel and justice for Palestinians in the short-term and the long-term.

Register here to join us on Sunday, June 6 at 2pm. This is exclusive to members of the 
Mishkan Shalom community.

More about Debra Shushan: As an analyst of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and US 
foreign policy, Dr. Shushan honed her expertise as director of policy and government 
relations at Americans for Peace Now. Prior to that, Debra was assistant professor 
of government at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, VA, where 
she focused on the comparative politics and international relations of the Middle 
East, including the Gulf states. She was also a research fellow at the Georgetown 
University School of Foreign Service in Doha, Qatar. Shushan’s research and language 
studies have taken her to much of the Middle East, including Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Syria, Turkey and the UAE, in addition to Israel/Palestine. Dr. 

Shushan is a former Marshall Scholar, Truman Scholar, and Yale World Fellow, and served on the advisory 
board of the Yale World Fellows Program. She is a graduate of Harvard University (BA), Oxford University 
(MPhil) and Yale University (PhD). A foreign language aficionado, she speaks Hebrew, Arabic, Spanish and 
Japanese (chotto dekimasu) with varying levels of success.

More about Steve Masters: Steve is a founding board member of J Street and is a 
past chair of the National Advisory Board of J Street Local. In the mid-1980s Steve 
spent a year as a Consultant on Foreign Law for the Jerusalem-based Association 
of Civil Rights in Israel. and also lectured on Zionism and Middle East peace issues 
for the Moshe Sharrett Institute of the World Labor Zionist Movement. In September 
2001 Steve co-founded the Progressive Zionist Alliance and in 2002 Steve was one of 
the 16 co-founders of Brit Tzedek v’Shalom, the Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace. 
From 2007 to 2009, he served as Brit Tzedek v’Shalom’s 2nd National President. Since 
2002 Steve has sat on the board of the Philadelphia Jewish Community Relations 
Council. In 2003 Steve was featured in the documentary “PASSIONATE VOICES: American Jews and the 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict” which aired in Philadelphia on WYBE Channel 35 and was one of a handful of 
American Jews who traveled to Geneva Switzerland to witness the public commitment ceremony for Israeli 
and Palestinian architects of the Geneva initiative on December 1, 2003. He has also served in the past in 
the leadership of New Jewish Agenda, the Jewish Peace Lobby, The Philadelphia metropolitan area Jewish Labor 
Committee and the American Jewish Congress and was an early board member of Mishkan Shalom. Steve 
earned his B.A. in Political Science from Yale University in 1981 and a J.D. from Boston University School of 
Law 1986 and is founder and president of his social impact law firm JustLaws.

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMldOGspzIuE9CUiriIPX57njeD5jaA8bwf
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMldOGspzIuE9CUiriIPX57njeD5jaA8bwf
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 A Way In by Rabbi Yael Levy
Dear Friends,

I come to this season with yirah and hodah—awe 
and gratitude, upon my heart. So much gratitude 
for the ways we have stayed in relationship over this 
time, awed by the depth of intimacy, vulnerability 
and connection we have been able to experience 
through the technological channels.

I give thanks we are now facing a new time together 
and I feel a mixture of awe and fear as I anticipate 
how we will come together again in a new way. I am 
also aware that this will be my last cycle as one of 
your rabbis and it is with yirah and hodah, I face this 
as well.

As we stand into this season of transition, as 
the world shakes us and each day brings its own 
challenges, blessings and potential, here is a prayer 
for this moment- a t’fillat ha derechk—a prayer for 
the journey, based on the traditional prayer we say 
as we take steps into a new journey:

This I know, the Infinite Presence is with me. 
Psalm 56:10

As we stand into this moment, may we be aligned with 
the Source of all Life. 
May the One that flows through all lead us in shalom.
May we step forward, intent on shalom, intent on 
wholeness, healing and peace.

May our journeys be for the sake of all life, and filled 
with moments of joy, wonder and peace.
Let the paths be protected.
May the journeys be safe.
May we see the world with eyes of grace, love and 
compassion. 
And may we be seen with eyes of grace, love and 
compassion. 
Let our deepest values and visions find voice. 
Let blessings come through the work of our hands.
Blessed is the Mystery that calls us present. 
Blessed is the open heart that listens.

Take notice I send messengers to guide you on 
your way and bring you to the place that I have 
prepared.  Exodus 23:20

With love, awe and gratitude,
Shalom,
Rabbi Yael 

Standing Apart, Reading Together
Mondays-June 14, 21, 28; July 5, 12, 5:30-7:00 p.m. on Zoom

$90 Mishkan members; $135 non-members

Stories are one way to find solace in isolating and tumultuous times. In this 
five-session class led by writer/teacher/storyteller Anndee Hochman, we’ll hear 
aloud and discuss contemporary short stories by writers including Langston 
Hughes, Gish Jen, Linda Hogan, Isaac Bashevis Singer and Judith Ortiz Cofer. 

We’ll look for those stories’ tangles, surprises and “aha” moments; we’ll bring our questions and our life 
experiences; we’ll seek connections between the text on the page and what we know of the world. 

Open to adults and teens 16 and up. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
(Put the cost in the appropriate box, and course title in the note line.

Anndee Hochman
writer/teacher, she/her
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Letter from the President
Hashiveinu Adonai eilecha, v’nashuvah. 
Chadeish yameinu k’kedem.

“Bring us back to you, Holy One, and we 
shall return. Renew our days, as of old.” 
   – Eicha (Lamentations) 5:21

Perhaps like some others, I have had trouble with 
this passage from Lamentations, which we chant 
not only on Tisha B’Av, but every Shabbat morning 
at the end of the Torah service.  We pray something 
like, “Renew our days of old” or “Renew our days, 
as of old.” I’ll leave it to the rabbis to tease out the 
possible intended meanings of this cry, but sometimes 
I find myself asking a bit uncomfortably, “What days 
are we being called to return to? Certainly we don’t 
mean to renew the old days of Jim Crow and sexual 
oppression?” And yet on reflection, I can feel the 
benefit of returning to the sources of things, and 
renewing our understanding of ourselves. 

It seems that our community is poised to “return” to 
those days of old when we could hug, sing together, 
or share kiddush. I also see us “returning” communally 
to our Statement of Principles, both as a source of 
direction and as a starting point for thinking about 
what kind of community we want to be in the future.

As the pandemic begins to lift and we think about 
how to return to face to face gatherings, we have to 
keep in mind what we want to return to and what 
new ways of connecting we want to keep. Let’s 
remember that in our pivot to life in a pandemic, we 
wound up increasing, not decreasing, our offerings, 
from morning prayers to Torah study to meditation. 
We saw an increase, not a decrease, in the number of 
people who join us for services and other offerings. 
And we need to preserve the new connections 
we made to people who cannot join us in person 
because of physical distance or mobility issues. When 
we “return,” we will do so in a way that is not only 
safe, but allows us to keep the advantage we gained 
from being able to mediate, study texts, and pray 

from our homes, independent of location.  This will 
involve new investments in technology, as well as 
nurturing new ways of presenting our offerings.

Mishkan leaders are also thinking about longer-term 
planning for the coming year, which I think should 
include a “return” to a deep dive into our Statement 
of Principles. Part of the value in this examination is 
to remind ourselves of what we have held as the key 
values connected to membership in Mishkan Shalom.

I think returning to agreed-upon principles has 
served us very well in discerning a response to the 
anguish caused by the recent escalation of violence 
in Israel-Palestine.  I do not believe, as a spiritual-
activist community, we need to focus on statements, 
arguments, or political analysis related to that crisis. 
The world is already awash in all of those. What we 
do need to provide is a Jewish container in which to 
share our anger, anxiety, sadness, and commitment 
to a just peace.  We “return” to our Statement 
of Principles regarding Israel, which in paraphrase 
says that we are dedicated to the survival of an 
independent, secure Jewish state; that Jews and 
Palestinians must support one another’s right to 
national self-determination; and we support those 
who are working within Israel for a just end to the 
conflict. Acting on those statements, as we are 
able, has led us to be together, to reach out to our 
friends in Israel and Palestine who are working for a 
new relationship between the two peoples, and to 
support each other in seeking a sane response to 
insanity.

Kohenet Ilana Joy Streit helps us out with a 
reconstructed interpretation of that passage from 
Eicha, answering what we yearn to return to:

Return us to our deepest desires
Our shared loves
Our clear visions
Ken yehi ratzon!

by Steve Jones
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Thanks to Sp ecial Peopl eThanks to Sp ecial Peopl e
The Spiritual Life Council wishes to express our profound gratitude to the 
group of Mishkan Zoom Levites, without whom none of our programming 
throughout the pandemic (Religious Services, Classes, Meetings) would 
have been possible.  We are grateful to:

Alan Tuttle, Arnie Kohen, Barry Dornfeld, David Calloway, Elise Luce Kraemer, 
Jean Brody, Lisagail Zeitlin, Madeleine Boskovitz, Marc Jacobs, Mindy Dorfman, 

and Meredith Barber, and Ned Luce.

And a special shout-out to Marc Jacobs
who has valiantly shepherded, trained, problem-solved, scheduled, and cheered on the group.  

TIKKUN OLAM  -
FROM MISHKAN'S IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE RIGHTS COMMITTEE:

We are thrilled for Carmela and her family!!  
The fight continues for a pathway two citizenship for all immigrants.  

For questions or more 
information, contact 
GAIL BOBER 
(gbober52@gmail.com) 
or 
MICHAEL RAMBERG 
(mvramberg@gmail.
com)

mailto:gbober52%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mvramberg%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mvramberg%40gmail.com?subject=
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As we head toward the end of Year Four of this five 
year campaign, the following information reflects the 
commitment of Mishkan members. This generosity 
and consistent payment on pledges has provided our 
community with: 

y Mortgage principal payments of $260,753 (as
of April) and will continue to pay more than
$75,000 per year toward mortgage principal for
the remainder of the Campaign.

y An additional $200,000 towards the principal
as part of the mortgage modification
transaction.

y Capital improvements including increased
security, doors, office build out.

y Contribution of $150,000 to reserves by end of
five years.

THANK YOU to all our donors. We are not done. We 
are still scheduling conversations and ask each of you to 
help us get to $950,000 (and beyond?) We also ask that 
you get your Year 4 payments in by the end of June, 
the end of our fiscal year. 

With wishes for a return to sweet summer experiences 
as they unfold for each of you, we send gratitude for 
your support and commitment.

Onward, 

The Mishkan@30: ReGeneration Chairpeople

Irv Ackelsberg - iackelsberg@langergrogan.com 
Keely Newman - keelymccarthy1@gmail.com 
David Piver - piverlaw@aol.com

Mishkan Members!

We did it! We have gone beyond $900,000 in pledges!  
(With a goal of $950,000 can you imagine if we get to $1 million?)

mailto:iackelsberg%40langergrogan.com%20?subject=
mailto:keelymccarthy1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:piverlaw%40aol.com?subject=
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Contributions to Mishkan@30
We are grateful for the contributions made to Mishkan@30 
in memory and in honor of so many individuals.  
Ensuring our community’s strength gives testimony to the work, passion and memory of these beloveds.

Tsurah and Yosaif August in memory of their grandparents.  

Tsurah and Yosaif August in gratitude for the generous outpouring of love from the congregation members - and in appreciation 
of Sharon and Jeff Gelles.

Michael Schwager and Meredith Barber in memory of Edith Schwager and Ruth Barber.  

Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano in memory of Alan E. Boroff.

Jean Brody in honor of Rabbi Shawn Zevit.

Ilene Burak and Alexis Lieberman in honor of Rabbi Shawn Zevit and Rabbi Yael Levy.

Jessie and Scott Diamond in honor of Rabbi Shawn Zevit. 

Wendy Galson and Susan Windle in memory of Libby Harmon. 

Jeff Gelles and Sharon Gornstein in memory of their parents, Sidney Gornstein, Marcia Gornstein Papy, Heinz Gelles 
and Rose Gelles.

Ed and Jackie Jonas in memory of Iva Weaver and Rhoda Jonas  

Susan Kershman and Howard Shapiro in memory of their parents, Esther Muhlstock and Max and Minnie Shapiro. 

Arnie Kohen and Joyce Hannah in honor of Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael

Margaret Lenzi and Stan Shapiro in memory of Lillian and Ben Shapiro.

Jordan and Meredith Mann in honor of Arnie Kohen.

Sheila Oliver in memory of Libby Harmon.

Susan Schewel in memory of Libby Harmon.  

Karen Smith in honor of Norman Smith for gifting her Judaism.

Andy Stone and Gene Bishop in gratitude for the support of the Mishkan community and then, in loving memory of Gene.

Ellen Tichenor and Abby Ruder in honor of Rabbi Brian Walt, Rabbi Shawn Zevit and Rabbi Yael Levy.

Ellen Tichenor and Abby Ruder in honor of Eugene Flesichman Sotirescu.

Lisagail Zeitlin in memory of Lynn Zeitlin.

Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha Zevit in honor of The Committed and Generous Leaders and Members of this 
Campaign and Staff of Mishkan Shalom.
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Mishkan Shalom's 2021 
Yad L'Yad Recipients

On June 12, with joy and gratitude, we will honor (via 
zoom) Barry Dornfeld, Odamis Fernandez-Sheinbaum & 
Ellen Tichenor with Mishkan Shalom's Yad L’Yad Award, 
given to recognize those whose contributions and 
service to Mishkan Shalom have helped to make our 
community stronger, more vibrant and a better place. 

The award, Yad L’Yad (“hand-to-hand”), is named for 
the image of hands grasping hands.  Mishkan member 
and ceramic tile artist Karen Singer created the original 
tilework to place on Mishkan's first Ark. 

Barry Dornfeld

He was a cultural Jew, a Passover-and-High Holidays 
Jew, an adult whose rare venture into a synagogue 
was usually for a funeral.

Until his non-Jewish spouse nudged him toward 
Mishkan.

“I was not super-religiously connected except for 
going through the ropes of the bar mitzvah” in a 
Reform congregation in suburban New York, Barry 
says. Then he came to Philadelphia in his twenties 
and met Carol Boughter, who ran the Folklife 
Center of International House. 

“She was more involved with Jewish stuff than I 
was—Jewish festivals and cultural groups. She was 
my connection back into Jewish participation.” 
The two married, and when they had children, 
they wanted to give them some kind of spiritual 
exposure and religious education. 

They joined Mishkan in the early 1990s, when the 
congregation shared space at Chestnut Hill United 
Methodist Church and Hebrew School classes met 
at The Crefeld School nearby. Mishkan was a sharp 
contrast to the synagogue of Barry’s youth. 

“The level of participation, the openness of the  
education, the diversity. That it was open to us as 
an inter-faith family was really important.”

In those early years, his primary connection was 
through the school; he served on the education 
committee for a few years. But during the 
tendentious last year of Rabbi Linda Holtzman’s 
leadership, Barry agreed to join a reconstituted 
board and use his acumen as an organizational 
consultant to help guide the congregation.

“[Before that], I 
hadn’t put that 
much of my time 
and self into the 
place,” he says. “It 
was a tense and 
difficult time; it 
was also a bonding 
experience for folks on that board, like we were 
stepping into a time of need and trying to navigate it 
in a way that brought people together.”

He served on the board for six years—four of them 
focused on strategic planning, then two as vice 
president. Since leaving the board, he’s worked with 
leadership development, served on a committee 
to plan for Rabbi Shawn’s sabbatical and provided 
technical support during the past year of Zoom 
services and events. 

He’s also working to tell Mishkan’s story. An 
avocational documentary filmmaker, Barry has 
shot about fifty hours of footage so far: interviews 
with founding Rabbi Brian Walt, Rabbi Shawn 
and congregants; portions of life-cycle events and 
services. “It’s a story about the community and its 
history, a way to reflect on the meaning of Judaism 
through a particular segment of the world,” he says.

The project got sidelined a bit by COVID, but he 
plans to continue editing and produce a rough cut 
of the film by summer.

Working on the film has underscored his 
appreciation of Mishkan, a hub of connectedness 
even through the pandemic. “I have learned about 
the ongoing, enduring value of community—not 
just in the moment, but over the long term. My 
experience overall in Mishkan has made me rethink 
my Judaism and find relevance in it; it’s opened up a 
depth of understanding of myself, my family and my 
history.”  

(Continued on the next page)
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Yad L'Yad Recipients
(continued from the previous page)

Odamis Fernandez-Sheinbaum

Recently, Odamis was taking a virtual tour of the 
Tenement Museum, listening with his daughter to 
recordings about families who 
occupied the Lower East Side 
building in the late 19th and 
early 20th century.

Odamis realized the museum 
was only a few blocks from 
where his own family settled 
when they emigrated from the 
Dominican Republic. He was six 
at the time.

He told his daughter about living with multiple 
relatives in a two-bedroom apartment, about sharing 
everything, about learning to sew at age ten and 
doing piecework to earn enough for an Atari 2600.

Those years also marked the start of his spiritual 
searching. In the Dominican Republic, Odamis never 
attended Catholic services. But once in the U.S., his 
mother became a Jehovah’s Witness. “They look at 
the Bible as: What do the Scriptures mean today—
these stories, lessons, parables—how do they apply 
to the modern world?”

As a high school and college student, Odamis 
explored a range of faiths: Buddhism, Hinduism and 
Judaism. When he met his wife, Mindy, “she was 
shocked by how much I knew already about Jewish 
culture, religion and values.” They worked with a 
rabbi before their wedding and decided to raise their 
children as Jews.

But his synagogue experiences weren’t always warm 
ones. The congregation in his in-laws’ retirement 
community excluded him; as a non-Jew, he wasn’t 
allowed to touch the Torah or approach the bimah.

When the family moved to Philadelphia, friends 
Sarah Katz and David Love pointed them to Mishkan. 
Odamis recalls his first impressions: a congregation 
that was open, inviting and accessible, a place where 
the rabbi sometimes set ancient prayers to familiar 
1960s tunes. 

“There were many people who had converted, many 
bi-racial and bi-cultural families. This was a place I 
belonged to.”

Odamis helped with Tot Shabbat and took his turn 
running the snack bar on Hebrew School nights. He 
joined the education committee and served as an 
ambassador to Mishkan, staffing a table at events 
like the Mt. Airy Village Fair. His love for teens—
he works as assistant principal of an independent 
charter school—led him to work on the annual 
Weekend in the Woods.

He currently chairs the education committee, which 
has grappled during the pandemic with how to keep 
Hebrew School engaging, accessible and relevant.

“When we shifted to 100% virtual, it just didn’t work 
for some families. But we learned good lessons from 
that,” including a practice of small-group learning that 
will continue even when school resumes in person. 

Odamis loves the intergenerational connections of 
Weekend in the Woods, and the inspiration of each 
year’s Martin Luther King weekend service. But he 
also cherishes the ordinary moments: talks with 
other members during an oneg or a Friday night 
potluck. 

 “Jewish teachings fascinate me,” he says. And 
belonging to Mishkan has affirmed that ancient 
teachings “need to be continually read, re-evaluated 
and connected to what’s happening in your life and at 
the moment.”    

Ellen Tichenor

Ellen Tichenor left her first 
synagogue at the age of 
fourteen. It took her more than 
a decade to find another one.

She was raised at Rodeph 
Shalom, going to Hebrew 
School and attending Shabbat 
services every week with her 
brother. “I knew every inch 
of the building and could hide anywhere in it,” she 
recalls. But the 

Reform theology and politics rankled. “It felt like this 
sort of smug exceptionalism.”

(Continued on the next page)



12

Yad L'Yad Recipients
(continued from the previous page)

From childhood, Ellen says, she was tuned to 
inequity and injustice: when the family’s Black house 
cleaner had a heart attack, one hospital refused 
to take her, and by the time she reached a second 
hospital, she had died.

In high school, Ellen joined Friends of SNCC, the 
Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee, a 
group formed to give young Black people more of a 
voice in the civil rights movement. Later, she joined 
fellowship houses in North Philadelphia, hubs for 
organizing around redlining and fair housing issues. 

“The more involved I was, the less tolerant I was 
of what I thought of as Jewish exceptionalism. I did 
not think of myself as Jewish; I thought of myself as 
agnostic. I didn’t come back to Judaism until I got 
involved with Abby [Ruder],” her partner for nearly 
40 years.

Mishkan was in its formative stages then, with 
founding members still hammering out a statement 
of principles. During services at Swarthmore Friends 
Meeting, Ellen heard Rabbi Brian Walt talk about 
racism and Jews’ responsibility to do teshuvah. “That 
was a kind of Judaism that I wanted to have more 
of,” she says.

Ellen joined the tikkun olam committee; she led 
classes on Jews and Racism and on leadership. 
Because of her professional work in management 

consulting, board members asked for her counsel 
at some tricky moments: when Rabbi Walt stepped 
down, and later, when Rabbi Linda Holtzman left.

Still, an invitation to join the board in 2014 called for 
deep discernment. “It was a prayerful decision about 
being wholly in, being wholly a participant,” Ellen 
says. She served as vice president, then president.

Over more than 30 years of Mishkan moments, 
some stand out: walking with the Torahs from 
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church to our 
current home on Freeland Avenue. Standing on 
Broad Street in solidarity with members of POWER 
to advocate for a living wage and equity in public 
schools.

In this past year, Mishkan has become a more 
significant touchstone. “It’s a place where we 
reconnect, even though we can’t do that it person. 
The times I can be present and feel the presence of 
others, even electronically, have become even more 
important.”

Ellen has sampled other synagogues’ online services. 
“It’s helped me appreciate what we do have at 
Mishkan, which is intimate and lifelong. It’s also 
raised questions. I think Mishkan needs to step up 
its game—not just around technology, but around 
what’s there when you knock on the door. When 
it opens, what do you find? What is the Jewish 
welcoming that we want to offer?”
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B'nai Mitzvah by Anndee Hochman

Miriam Acker
June 12

When one of your fathers is a cantor, it means you 
start Hebrew School already knowing a bit of the 
language, so you doodle on the margins of your 
paper while classmates are struggling through the 
alef-bet.

It means you know what a bat mitzvah is—and have 
been to several of them—by the time you’re in 
kindergarten. It means that when you’re ready to 
start preparing for your own service, the prayers 
slide easily from your tongue.

With help from her dad, Miriam plunged into 
parasha Korach (Num. 16:1-18:32), verses she 
describes as overflowing with “straight-up feelings.

“It’s about how Korach challenges Moses and rose 
up against him with a lot of his followers because he 
didn’t think Moss was leading correctly. Korach flat-
out tells Moses, ‘Hey, you’re a bad leader.’ And then 
Moses says to God, ‘Oh, well, you should decide 
which one of us will be the true leader.’
     
“And of course Moses wins. You kind of expect 
that if you’ve read other parts of the Torah before. 
There’s this whole thing where Korach and his 
followers get swallowed up by the earth.”

To Miriam, God’s reaction seems extreme. “Yeah, 
Korach is challenging Moses, who is the vessel for 
God, I get that, and that might be upsetting to God 
that someone’s challenging him. But you don’t have 
to kill someone for speaking up about his opinions.”

Miriam loves animals in general and horses in 
particular—they’re animals you can really feel 
connected to and interact with”—so her 
tikkun olam project grew naturally from her own 
passion for riding.

She and her dads have 
created a GoFundMe 
campaign (https://www.
gofundme.com/f/miriams-
bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_
source=customer&utm_
medium=copy_link&utm_
campaign=p_cf+share-
flow-1) to raise money for 
Work to Ride, a program 
at Philadelphia’s Chamounix 
Equestrian Center in which 
low-income kids can trade work in the barn for 
riding lessons.

Miriam also drums. “My dad says learning an 
instrument is very good for you; I’ve played guitar, 
violin and piano. I hear a lot of drums in the songs 
I like to listen to, and I thought it would be cool to 
try it out.”
Though Miriam’s school, Penn Alexander, has 
welcomed some students back to in-person learning, 
Miriam will continue virtual schooling through June. 
The pandemic has up- and down-sides, she says: 
fewer visits to friends’ houses, but also fewer of the 
“random events” she felt obliged to attend with her 
parents.

Her bat mitzvah will take place at Bartram’s Garden, 
with family members and a few friends there in 
person and many others tuning in online. While 
she’s looking forward to the cessation of bat mitzvah 
practice—more time for video game playing and 
oyster-mushroom hunting with a mycophile friend—
she’s also happy to take her place in a community 
she describes as “welcoming and inclusive.

“Once you become a bar or bat mitzvah at Mishkan, 
you can do the teen program. I won’t be going to 
Hebrew School anymore. It will be a lot different.”

More profiles on the following pages  ➤

https://www.gofundme.com/f/miriams-bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
https://www.gofundme.com/f/miriams-bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
https://www.gofundme.com/f/miriams-bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
https://www.gofundme.com/f/miriams-bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
https://www.gofundme.com/f/miriams-bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
https://www.gofundme.com/f/miriams-bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
https://www.gofundme.com/f/miriams-bat-mitzvah-fundraiser?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1
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B'nai Mitzvah
week, promising Sofia that she’d soon be able to 
chant it herself. “I thought: You’re crazy. But she was 
right. I can do that now.”

Sofia, a student at Springside Chestnut Hill, started 
the year with all-virtual schooling, then returned to 
the classroom in a hybrid model; since spring break, 
all students have been welcomed back in person. 
She says it was harder to focus and concentrate with 
virtual learning. “Seeing people makes me happier; 
when I’m happier, I do better.” She’s even made 
a few new friends—classmates she got to know 
virtually and who share her love for video games.

Pre-COVID, Sofia volunteered with Friendship 
Circle, a program for kids who have special needs; 
on Sundays, she’d gather with other teens—both 
neurotypical and not—for activities like cooking, 
dance and drumming. “I heard about it and thought
it was a fun idea. I liked when we met up with 
people and did art and dance with kids with special 
needs.”
The best part of preparing for her bat mitzvah? 
Finding a dress, planning the celebration, anticipating 
the moment when the camera will zoom in on the 
Torah portion while she chants. And the hardest 
part? Managing time. “I love doing things last-minute 
and procrastinating,” Sofia says. “Last year, I probably 
would have been much more nervous because I 
didn’t use my time that well. I’m glad I feel ready.”

Max Erdakos-Roizman
April 24

Max was eager to talk about 
creation.

His original Torah portion, which 
coincided with his October 2020 
bar mitzvah, included the first 
verses from Bereshit.

  “I was passionate about creation, 
because I’m a big fan of ethics, 
philosophy, history and science,” Max says. But when 
COVID forced a postponement to April, he realized 
his heart wasn’t in the new parasha, Kedoshim (Lev. 
19:1-20:27), which reiterates portions of the Ten 
Commandments and outlines additional rules.

Sofia Lima
May 1

The first time 
Sofia’s family 
decided to 
postpone her 
bat mitzvah, 
November 2020 
seemed like a safe 
horizon. 

 “We didn’t know [the pandemic] would get so 
much worse,” she says. When they postponed for 
the second time, that meant landing on the same 
Torah portion (Lev. 21:1-24:23) she would have 
chanted originally.

(continued on the next page)
The parasha is about holidays, but Sofia wanted to 
talk about time. “I wrote about how time feels
special, how fast time goes and how slow it goes. 
Last March doesn’t feel that long ago, but a lot 
of stuff has changed in my life since then. When 
you stack up those individual things, it feels much 
longer.”

She also sought insight from other people, 
interviewing them about how the pandemic 
changed their conception and use of time. Those 
conversations made her think about the things she 
missed—regular Friday night skates with friends, 
volleyball games—and the delight of in-person 
connections. “I do fewer active things now,” she 
says, “but I do get more excited when I see people.”

Sofia has been part of Mishkan since 3rd grade. “It 
felt very friendly,” she recalls. “I wasn’t nervous to go 
there. Nobody looked very intimidating.” Back then, 
one of her favorite activities was identifying Hebrew 
vowels in good-natured classroom competitions. “I 
would always win those, which I’m very proud of.”

Learning her parasha was a bigger challenge: her 
tutor, Rivka Jarosh, would teach her one line per 

Editor's Note: The following Mishkan b'nai mitzvah 
profiles were omitted in the previous April-May issue 
Kol Shalom. If they seem familiar though, you may have 
read about them in a special Ma Hadash edition.

by Anndee Hochman
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 “I had to start practicing a new aliyah, which was 
quite difficult,” Max says. “Kedoshim “is about the 
Ten Commandments. That’s pretty much the whole 
gist of it. As I was reading it and trying to form a 
d’var Torah, I realized: I’m not passionate about this 
topic. I realized that writing something down and 
then saying it was not going to make me feel I’d 
made an impact. I decided to just say what I feel in 
the moment. I’m just going to speak.”

A deeper look at the parasha did reveal nuggets that 
made sense, such as the commandment to leave 
the corners of one’s field unharvested. “At first, 
I thought: Why? Then I read that it’s for people 
who don’t have a harvest, for the poor to take for 
themselves and their families. I thought: That’s great 
justification for leaving [the crops] there.”

Though Max had been part of Mishkan since 
3rd grade—he recalls it as “a peaceful place, not 
very hectic, very relaxing”—and loved making 
Israeli salads and falafel in cooking classes, he 
didn’t understand at first why he needed to learn 
another language. His impending bar mitzvah “gave 
me a reason why I needed this Hebrew School 
experience.” 

Max, a 7th-grader at Colonial Middle School, has 
always been interested in politics—he was one of 

the few kids in his 2nd-grade class who was aware of 
the upcoming presidential election—and since the 
pandemic began, he’s been writing Instagram posts 
about racism, environmentalism, government and 
ethics. “That’s my tikkun olam project, and I’m going 
to continue doing that.”

He wrote, for instance, about the January 6 
insurrection in Washington, D.C. “That really struck 
a nerve with me. I think that was such a tarnish to a 
great symbol for the world. It made me so disgusted 
with the former president and the people who 
supported him and those events.”

The Instagram responses confirm that his words are 
having an impact. “I get people agreeing with me; I 
get people saying, ‘Have you thought about this or 
that?’ I get people saying, ‘Is there any way I can help 
or donate?’”

While he’s not a huge fan of religious perspectives 
on the world—he prefers to rely on history 
and science to inform him about the past—Max 
says preparing for a bar mitzvah in the midst of a 
pandemic left him with an important take-home: 
“Some things are not going to work out. Sometimes 
they’ll be even worse than you imagine. And 
sometimes it being worse can be a better lesson 
than having it work out the way it was supposed to.”

(continued from previous page)
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Congregational School

On Sunday, May 23rd, our parents, teachers and students 
gathered together on Zoom to celebrate what has been a challenging 
year--but one in which everyone was still able to learn, laugh, 
connect and grow!  We are grateful 
to our amazing parent community for helping to 
navigate zoom all year, to our teachers for their 
creativity and innovation and for our students for 
their energy and engagement.
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Stephanie Shell, Ariel Weiss and Susan Schewel 

Mazel Tov
We send a hearty mazel tov to Andrew, Keren and 
Leo Sofer who welcomed William “Will” into their 
lives on April 11th and to Deenah Loeb and Walt 
Crimm who welcome their first grandchild, Ivy Faye 
Miller-Crimm on May 13th. 

Condolences
We send condolences to Leah Weisman on the 
death of her father Daniel; May Daniel’s memory 
be for a blessing and may Leah, and her loved ones 
be comforted among all who mourn.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members 
Wendy Erslev, Gary Fishbein, Illana Reisner, Alexis 
Lieberman, Judy Kleppel, Madeline Boskowitz, 
Cindy Perkiss, Norma and Sid Silber, Lilith Rose, 
John Palmer, Kris Soffa, Deenah Loeb, Ray Kaplan, 
Joyce Hanna, Gena Lopata, Robin Berenholz, Robin 
Leidner and Natalie Gorvine.

We also send ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to all those Mishkan 
members in need of healing but who seek to 
remain private. 

We are keeping Stan Konow (mother of Andrea 
Konow), Brian Ruder (brother of Abby Ruder), 
Sarah Rivka bat Elizabeth (mother of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), mother of Claudia Apfelbaum), Michael Boe 
(brother-in-law of Mindy Dorfman), Alvin Saltzman 
(father of Alyse Saltzman Flowers), Carol Dombroski 
(mother of Brian Dombroski), Debra Singer (sister 
of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie 
& Harold Gorvine), Edgar Galson (father of Wendy 
Galson and father-in-law of Susan Windle), Don 
Levinson (brother of Eilen Levinson), Evelyn Haas 
(mother of Mark Haas), Jack Tarash (father of Rabbi 
Ariel Tarash) and Julie Post (sister of Nancy Post) in 
our prayers as well. May they all experience a refuah 
sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Are you receiving Acts of Caring      
via email?  Acts of Caring now goes out to all 
Mishkan members. It is our communication central 
for sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact the 
office for clarification. 

Acts of Caring
Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one another 
in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us simply 
email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM
If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org 
and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete support 
to members in need of short term help, including 
meals, visits, transportation, etc.  If you would like 
some help, but do not wish a public solicitation, 
please contact the rabbis, or actsofcaring@mishkan.
org and we will speak with you privately and seek 
to arrange help.  Our Hineni coordinators are Lisa 
Mervis and Chris Taranta.  

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

A REMINDER:  Snail mail 
cards are always welcomed by 
all those who are healing, and 
mourning. If you think of it, do it.

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits
Anita Auerbach-6/1-Sivan 21
 Grandmother of Lisa Auerbach 

John Kershman-6/1-Sivan 21
 Father of Susan Kershman 

Minnie Shapiro-6/2-Sivan 22
 Mother of Howard Shapiro 

Milton Cobert-6/3-Sivan 23
 Grandfather of Jennifer Coburn 

Norman Horwitz-6/4-Sivan 24
 Father of Seth Horwitz 

Marta Kusic-6/4-Sivan 24
 Friend of Jude & Bill Lang 

Edith Casher-6/8-Sivan 28
 Mother of Andrea Casher

Janice Rosenthal-6/8-Sivan 28
 Stepmother of Cindy Rosenthal 

Benno Goldschneider-6/9-Sivan 29
 Grandfather of Wendy Galson

Bobbie Thalia-6/10-Sivan 30
 Children’s biological Mother of Barbara Breitman

Gay Johnson-6/11-Tammuz 1
 Friend of Lawrence Weisberg 

Anita Weiss-6/11-Tammuz 1
 Mother of Jane Weiss

Kenneth Berkowitz-6/12-Tammuz 2
 Father of Gena Lopata 

Mary Breitman-6/12-Tammuz 2
 Mother of Barbara Breitman

Dolly Krawll-6/13-Tammuz 3
 Mother of Maralin Blistein

Stephanie Coburn-6/14-Tammuz 4 
   Mother of Jennifer Coburn   

Joel Weinrott-6/14-Tammuz 4
 Father of Jon Weinrott 

Albert Love-6/16-Tammuz 6
 Father of David Love

Elayne Leventhal-6/17-Tammuz 7
 Sister of Bea Leopold

Charles Palmer-6/17-Tammuz 7
 Father of John Palmer 

Thomas Punnett-6/17-Tammuz 7
  Uncle of Peter Handler

Isadore Sborofsky-7-Tammuz 7
 Father of Sandy Sborofsky 

Guillermo Aron Slesaransky-6/20-Tammuz 10
 Father of Graciela Slesaransky-Poe

Wesley Smith-6/20-Tammuz 10
 Father of Moon Smith 

Morton Handler-6/21-Tammuz 11
 Father of Peter Handler 

Samuel Lieberman-6/21-Tammuz 11
 Father of Natalie Gorvine

Lydia Hanna-6/22-Tammuz 12
 Mother of Joyce Hanna 

Shirley Wolfe Savadove-6/24-Tammuz 14
 Mother of Deborah Wolfe 

Susie Krupnick-6/25-Tammuz 15
 Mother of Katy Friedland 

Esther Leopold Starer-6/27-Tammuz 17
 Mother-in-law of Bea Leopold 

Phillip Sigal-6/28-Tammuz 18
 Husband of Lillian Sigal

Phillip R. Sigal-6/28-Tammuz 18
 Father of Sharon Sigal 

Samuel Reisner-6/29-Tammuz 19
 Father of Ilana Reisner

Henry Waskow-6/29-Tammuz 19
 Father of Arthur Waskow 

Molly Cobert-6/30-Tammuz 20
 Grandmother of Jennifer Coburn 

Bill Grey-6/30-Tammuz 20
 Husband of Roderick MacNeil

           June, 2021
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Contributions
Donations – March 16 to May 14, 2021

Capital Campaign

Jeffrey Dekro

General

Jeffrey Dekro 
   – IHO Eugene Sotirescu and IMO Rabbi Shawn’s 
Father
Jeffrey Dekro – Zohar Class
Rachel and Brian Dombroski 
Merle Drake 
   – IHO Lisa Moss and the Acts of Caring
     Committee
Martha Fertman – IHO Eugene Sotirescu
Sara and Fabian Lima – IHO Sophia’s Bat Mitzvah
Steve and Keely Newman – IHO Rabbi Yael
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor 
   – IMO Jennifer and IHO Rabbis and Mishkan
     Community
Brian and Ginny Ruder 
   – IMO Jennifer and IHO Rabbis and Mishkan
     Community
Debra and Eric Ruder 
   - IMO Jennifer and IHO Rabbis and Mishkan
     Community
Michal Ruder and Amy Hook 
   - IMO Jennifer and IHO Rabbis and Mishkan
     Community

Mishkan @30

Yosaif and Tsurah August  – In Appreciation of
    Sharon Gornstein and Jeff Gelles and In
    Gratitude for the Generous Outpouring of
    Love From the Congregation Members
Margaret and David Bradley
Todd Carson and Elizabeth Tabas
Ron Goldwyn and Carol Towarnicky
Helene Halstuch
Joyce Hanna and Arnie Kohen 
   – IHO Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall
Allison Hoffman and Samuel Krasnow
Andrew and Ginger Hunter
Jordan and Meredith Mann – IHO Arnie Kohen
Steve Masters and Beu Trey
Susan Kershman and Howard Shapiro
Steve and Cindy Perkiss
Julia Weekes
Ariel Weiss

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Andrea Konow and Janet Garretson 
   – IMO Stan Konow

Yahrzeit Memorial Tile
Shawn and Simcha Zevit
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