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New Member Shabbat + Interfaithways 
Family Shabbat Weekend! 

Shabbat Morning, November 16, at 
10:00 a.m.

By Karen Smith

What a convergence!  Our New Member Shabbat coincides with this 
year’s national InterFaithways Family Shabbat Weekend.  As we 
welcome more than 15 brand new member households and more 
than 15 returning-after-being-gone member households, we ALSO 
celebrate our value of welcoming interfaith families. This 
expression of our commitment to all types of Jewish 
households is the perfect way to open our doors wide 
and greet all our members – longtime, returning and 
new.

We invite all of you to participate in welcoming new members, 
visitors, and guests.

We will continue the celebration after services with a potluck lunch. 
Following lunch Rabbi Shawn will address that other convergence – 
Ḥanukkah and Thanksgiving at a Lunch and Learn: Once in a Lifetime: 
The Gratitude of Thanksgiving & the Renewal of Ḥanukkah  from 1:00 
p.m. - 2:30 p.m. in the Kehillah Room.

Ḥanukkah will be on Thanksgiving this year for the first time ever…
and it will never happen again! Join us as we explore the intersection 
of gratitude and rededication in Jewish life. We will also look at some 
of the Jewish views on Thanksgiving and explore some of the lesser-
known roots of Ḥanukkah as a historic event and as an evolving 
Jewish-year cycle celebration.

Please RSVP to the New Member Shabbat by contacting 
karensmith.fullliving@gmail.com.  Your RSVP will help 
us get a sense of numbers, though certainly join us 
whether you RSVP or not.

If you are a long(ish) time member, please help us with 
our potluck, as we are eager to nourish new members 
and guests with the abundance of our community.  Email 
Karen, Board Member-Membership and Community to RSVP and let 
us know what you can bring.

We hope many of you come to celebrate old friends, welcome new 
ones and enjoy the significance of our open-hearted, open doors. 

mailto:karensmith.fullliving@gmail.com
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For the sake of the union of the 
blessed Holy One with the 
Shechinah, I stand here, ready 
in body and mind, to take upon 
myself the mitzvah, “You shall 
love your fellow human being as 
yourself (Lev. 19),” and by this 
merit may I open my mouth.
(kavannah introduced by the Kabbalists of 

Sfat, to be said before formal prayer)

Dear Hevre,

It is only three months since we began our shared 
journey. The immediacy of the High Holy Days, Sukkot, the 
beginning of educational programming for children, teen 
and adults, social justice programming, continuing to meet 
many of you individually or at planned events, welcoming 
our thirty or more new and returning member 
households, working with Rabbi Yael and the staff, the 
board, meeting with committees, evaluating and setting up 
needed systems for our sacred work, AND remembering 
to breathe, rest and stay spiritually grounded has been 
quite consuming and exciting. My ongoing gratitude to so 
many of you for your welcoming and support in the 
landing phase of my transition to Mishkan Shalom.

One of the main ways I find I can keep focused on the 
multiple tasks at hand while staying in relationship to the 
core values and sacred purpose as a spiritual leader is 
through an active prayer and meditation practice and 
continuing to seek out and pursue tikkun within and in 
partnership with those around me. This underlies some 
of my initial work with Rabbi Yael, the staff and many of 
you in lay leadership roles, as we strive to reclaim 
Shabbat and “Shabbat consciousness” as a committed 
spiritual and cultural practice through many modalities. 
Not only in pods of activity or isolated groups, but raising 
the level of interest and participation in the most 
inclusive, collaborative and systemic way in our 
community (see http://mishkan.org/services).

Before the term tikkun olam emerged in the 1960s from 
the larger Jewish spiritual understanding of tikkun, coming 
to mean social justice or repair of the world, tikkun was 
understood as tikkun hanefesh (the individual soul or 
atzmi- myself) and tikkun olam (the rebalancing or 
repairing of the world at large). The content and process 
of prayer (in Hebrew, t'fillah from the ancient Hebrew “to 
judge or discern within and beyond oneself”), whether it 
is in formal liturgy, meditation, chant, yoga, or opening up 
with gratitude to being alive, is an act of tikkun in the 
world.

When I pray I feel challenged to connect with and assess 
how I am living the values I espouse and say I hold dear. 
When I help organize communities, synagogues or 
organizations to do the work of tikkun, I see my work as 
prayerful actions in the world, even making sure to offer a 
reflection, pause to center my thoughts, breathe into any 
anxiety or undue urgency that might be counter-
productive to the action I am about to take. 

The integrated approach to tikkun invites me to ask- 
what are my motivations, my own brokenness that is 
playing out in my attempts to "repair the world" and how 
am I going about this with attention to physical, 
emotional, mindful and spiritual states. Am I causing harm 
in relationships, seeing people as expendable on the road 
to a just cause? Am I ruining my own health and well-
being in the way I am pursuing tikkun, thus reducing my 
effectiveness and longevity in doing the work of tikkun? 
Who is my guide? What is the set of ultimate values that 
are directing and helping me to prioritize my actions? As 
our tradition suggests, am I pursuing justice justly or 
unjustly? 

Prayer holds me to the ground of my own being and does 
not let me escape the noise of my own soul and I find, 
opens my heart more to my work in the world with 
others and the planet.

The stronger the bonds of community informed by core 
Jewish values and conscious compassionate behavior 
between participants in relationship to the environment 
we are part of, the deeper and more meaningful the 
prayers become.

Without taking our prayers out of the sanctuary into the 
streets we risk seeking comfort and escape from the 
cries around us. Sometimes we need a rest from all the 
suffering and pain we see and interact with daily on the 
road to trying to help alleviate that very suffering. But 
staying too long in the internal world can also be an 
escape. That is why ultimately as all worship ends in 
Aleynu- it is upon us “li'takeyn olam b'malchut Shaddai”. To 
repair the world for God's presence, however, we 
experience that Presence, to permeate everywhere. A 
spiritual discipline and regular prayer life aims to inspire 
and ignite within us the very sense of communal 
responsibility so that our prayers become activist 
stances- connecting us to our own hearts and values, to 
all life around us. To live this integrative approach is my 
prayer for all of us- with our hearts and our feet 
marching together for the repair of all the worlds.

Rabbi Shawn Zevit

rabbi's letter rabbi shawn zevit

http://mishkan.org/services
http://mishkan.org/services
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president's letter david piver

President Echoes Call to 
“RETURN TO THE 
HOME OF OUR SOULS”

When I awake each morning I 
give thanks for “my one wild 
and precious life” as the poet 
Mary Oliver so beautifully calls 
it. We have the whole poem in 
our prayer book, in part:

Tell me, what is it that you 
plan to do with your one wild and precious life?

Gathering of my gratitude, I center myself, pray and 
count my blessings.  Amongst the many blessings I am 
grateful for is Mishkan and the community of amazing 
souls, doing amazing work in the world.  I am deeply 
grateful for the tapestry of friends and inspirations I 
connect to at Mishkan- my spiritual community.  I am 
grateful to those who give so generously of themselves 
to make it all happen.

I also ponder about what Mishkan needs to more fully 
actualize as a thriving Reconstructionist spiritual 
community. There are two trains of thought that my 
mind boards as I think about this- How to improve the 
experiences of our community and how to increase the 
number of people who can be enhanced and serve as 
enhancers of our community.  What are the actions that 
are required to answer these two questions?

The core is to realize how deeply blessed we are. Look 
at our statement of principles. Look at the exceptional 
people affiliated with Mishkan. Look at what we create 
for ourselves, our families as we reconstruct a Judaism 
that is progressive, inclusive, authentic and 
empowering. We seek genuinely to feed our souls and 
call forth the best that each of us brings into the world.   
Together we perform tikkun hanefesh v'olam/repair of 
our souls and repair of our world to the best of our 
abilities. We can only do so much as individuals. There is 
nothing that we cannot do together!

So again, the invitation is to step into our tent, to step a 
little deeper into the center. The center of your own 
being and the center of the temple that we are 
strengthening as sanctuary, as beacon, as voice for social 
justice and action. As a place for more art, music and 

discussion- more connection and less isolation. As a 
home for the soul not to be lonely. As a place to bring 
our curiosity, our talents, our creativity into 
relationships that are deeply satisfying, genuinely 
enriching.

There are many ways to be more involved in Mishkan. 
Our website has a list of activities that need volunteers 
and that offer opportunities for friends see what a 
special place and a soulful community we are. They will 
see how exceptional our new rabbi is as well as a 
plethora of committees to connect with -- from 
beautifying our grounds and building, to exploring and 
enriching our spiritual life and organizing fund raising 
event, We know we offer diverse programming 
including A Way In, the Choir, Men of Mishkan, Ma 
Jongg, Adult Ed, the ICCC and so many more ways to 
connect.  Bring your friends to see and to join our 
burgeoning spiritual community.

Think about making regular random financial gifts to 
the community in addition to generous membership 
pledges- to the rabbinical discretionary fund, the 
school, memorial funds. Consider purchasing a yahrzeit/
memorial tile to join the tiles of our ancestors in the 
magnificent installation in the building. There are so 
many ways to reap the benefits of actualizing 
Generosity.

I also invite/remind each of us to embrace the challenge 
of increasing our community by reaching out to former 
members and future potential members to reap the 
joys and solaces of participating in the life Mishkan 
Shalom. I invite each of you to our New Member 
Shabbat on November 16th.  Come greet old friends 
and help us welcome new members. Enjoy Shabbat to 
keep the spiritual juices flowing from the High 
Holidays. Increase the consistency, joy and participation 
just by coming.  And bring a friend or two. And from 
this “return to the home of our souls” as the rabbis 
reminded us, and as we reminded each other so 
beautifully throughout the High Holidays, we feed our 
souls, we feed the souls of each other and the 
community. Keyn Yehi Ratzon. 

With Love,

David

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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a way in: jewish mindfulness rabbi yael levy

Dear Friends,

This beautiful season of autumn 
has brought with it pain and loss 
for many members of our 
community.  And to all of us—May 
we be held in love and find 
comfort and support.

I wrote the following reflection 3 
years ago as I was facing the loss 

of my beloved Uncle Marty and feeling that strain on 
my soul.  This reflection was an effort to widen my 
perspective so as to hold my deep sadness with 

spaciousness, even as I felt myself constrict around the 
pain.   As always, being with the earth, provided me with 
comfort and guidance.   May we each find moments and 
places of refuge and may we continue to be sacred 
companions for each other through the losses and 
blessings of life.

Much love and blessing.

Shalom,

Rabbi Yael

The moon wanes, 
Appearing at dawn,
White in the pale blue sky.

And the leaves fall.
Gold, orange, brown.
They spin, they shout, they dance.

We turn in glory, they sing,
No sadness here. 
Our letting go is a celebration. 
It is devotion.  
It is prayer.

The ground welcomes them and the path softens.
The river receives them and the current turns yellow.

The trees fall too.
Some broken, sprawled across the wooded floor, are still in bloom.

And us? 
We fall as well. 
The seasons demand it.

And this is one reason to pray.
We pray so our letting go becomes an act of devotion.

Our tears water the earth.
The current receives our offerings.

The song of return is never silenced.
Everything moves, passes, 
Becomes something else.

The moon will return new and then full.
And later it will wane again into the dawn.

Our prayer reminds us that each passing 
Is an act of creation,
And sadness is a sign of love.

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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congregational school rivka jarosh

Dear All,

November is going to be a 
great month in the Mishkan 
Shalom Congregational 
School! In addition to our 
ongoing studies, we have 
four special events this 
month. Here they are, in 
order of when they’re 
happening:

For the first time, we 
are offering an 

elective on Wednesday nights that for students 
and adults alike. Rabbi Yael Levy will be teaching 
mindfulness—the practice of paying attention that can 
be both a spiritual exercise and a relaxation technique. 
That hoog (elective) will be open to Mishkan kids and 
teens aged 11-17 (no charge) and adults ($45 for the 5-
week series). It will begin on Wednesday, 
November 6 from 7:15 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Register on Mishkan’s website!

The Gimel (3rd grade) class year is the first year that 
children come two days a week.  Because they are now 
in the main program, we ask special things from the 
students and the parents for their Shabbat evening get-
together. The students will present a play that based on 
research they have done about one of their ancestors. 
The parents, in turn, prepare a presentation for their 
children about why Hebrew School and Judaism are 
important to them. This special service will take 
place on Friday, November 15 at 7:30 p.m. It 
will be a beautiful evening. Parents speak from 
the heart, and the kids take their words seriously. The 
stories from the students are fun to hear, especially in 
play form. Please join us for services—whether or not 
you have a student in the Gimel class or even in the 
Congregational School—to be part of this evening.

On Sunday, November 17, we are presenting 
Kinderlach Rock!  Geared toward kids ages 7 and 
under we are opening this up to the wider community. 
Bring your friends and neighbors to munch on snacks 
and sing along with Lori Turner, from Music Monkey. 
Admission is free for children and $10 for each 

adult Please feel free to let parents of young people 
around you know about this event. It is not just for 
members. 

Ḥanukkah is coming… sooner rather than 
later! It will be here on Wednesday, November 27, the 
night before Thanksgiving. Join us on Sunday, 
November 24, as we have special activities for 
students. We’ll also sell Ḥanukkah gifts and candles that 
morning.  All proceeds go toward helping the school 
budget, which helps Mishkan as a whole.

Besides the special events, we have a Tikkun Olam 
(repair of the world) curriculum where we are learning 
more about our place in the world and what we need 
to do for others. The Gimel class will study how people 
who have medical issues or special needs are treated in 
our world and what Jewish tradition says about our 
obligation to those who are different. The Dalet class 
will talk about Jewish beliefs concerning taking care of 
our environment. They will also be acting those beliefs 
out by working with the Site Committee to make our 
own grounds healthier and more beautiful.

Hay class will study our tradition of taking care of older 
adults in our community. Vav class will look at how 
poverty affects schools. Recently we discussed how 
families who rely on food stamps deal with their meals. 
Our students went to the nearby food market and 
tried to imagine shopping for seven days’ worth of 
meals on just $35, the typical SNAP (food stamp) 
allotment.

We welcome guests to visit our joyful, 
active, energetic school. Please let me know if 
you have skills or special knowledge that you would like 
to offer to our program. Maybe you could lead a hoog 
on a topic you love or have expertise in. Feel free to 
call me to talk about any ideas. You would need six 
weeks of free time on Wednesday evenings. It’s a great 
way to meet some of the terrific children we have here 
at Mishkan Shalom.

Have a great month, a wonderful Ḥanukkah and don’t 
forget to join us for some of our special events.

Rivka

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Learning for Life: Adult Education 
at Mishkan
The High Holidays are over. It’s too early to prep your 
turkey (or arrange your Ḥanukkah candles!) So…what’s 
your excuse? Check out Mishkan’s adult ed offerings: a 
chance to learn something new, make a friend and grow 
your connection to Judaism. Register online at 
mishkan.org

Finding the Voice Within: A Musical 
Approach to Spiritual Direction, co-led by 
Meredith Barber and Julie Lipson, begins October 30, 
6:15-8 p.m.,with monthly sessions continuing 
November 20 and December 18. Participants will have 
the chance to share what’s on their hearts, then be part 
of group music-making as the others reflect back their 
experience. No musical experience necessary!

Parents of older kids (ages 11-17) are invited to join an 
intergenerational hoog (elective), Mindfulness is 

Not What You Think!, led by Rabbi Yael on 
Wednesdays, November 6, 13 and 20; December 11 & 
18. Learn to stop and notice the thoughts, stories and 
worries that float in and out of your mind; learn 
techniques to feel more relaxed and present. No charge 
for kids; $45 for adult participants.

It’s a once-in-a-lifetime convergence this year, as 
Ḥanukkah and Thanksgiving coincide. Come to a 
Shabbat Lunch & Learn on The Gratitude of 
Thanksgiving & the Renewal of Ḥanukkah, 
Saturday, November 16, 1-2:30 p.m. Join Rabbi Shawn to 
explore the intersection of gratitude and rededication 
in Jewish life. No charge for this class.

And tune up your guitar, your fiddle or your voice for a 
Slow Jam on a Long Winter’s Night, coming 
your way on Saturday, December 21, the winter 
solstice. Rock the darkest night of the year with good 
friends and great music!

adult education anndee hochman

Kol Shalom is published monthly,  September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
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library sharon rhode

One Book: One Quick Trip from 
Golems to the Ba'al Shem Tov
How many degrees of separation are there from our 
One Book, The Golem and the Jinni, to the Ba'al Shem 
Tov? Not too many! Here's a quick trip thru Jewish 
history, delivering us all to a delightful afternoon at 
Mishkan Shalom for a rich offering of film, discussion, 
music and more with Rabbis Shawn Zevit and Jeff 
Eisenstat. But first, a little history:

   Golem is a Hebrew word for something unformed 
and imperfect, a body without a soul. It is a creation of 
clay infused – by learning, meditation and incantation – 
with the breath of life. In theological discussions, Adam 
is described as a golem before God blows life and soul 
into him. First appearing in Psalms, tales of the golem 
have appeared since the Talmudic period, before 500 
C.E., with stories of Jewish sages and artificial 
creations. Traveling the centuries, Kabbalists discuss 
golems in contexts both actual and mystical and stories, 
plays and movies carry the tale into our own day.

   The Sefer Yetzira (the “Book of Creation” or the 
“Book of Formation”), explains God's creation of the 
universe and construction of the world by the Sefirot 
(divine emanations) and the Hebrew alphabet. Written 
in the latter Talmudic period, it became a seminal work 
of Jewish mysticism. Believing all truths were to be 
found in the Torah, in the Hebrew alphabet whose 
letters form its words and in the Name of God, so too 
among hidden knowledge was the structure of all 
things, good and evil, including the power of creation. 
Thus, one who meditates on the Sefer Yetzira, and 
understand its means, may apply them to their own 
purposes. While the creation of a golem is not explicitly 
addressed, it provided the mystics with a framework for 
the golem's creation.

   Applying Torah and the Hebrew alphabet – attributed 
with immense power – to human healing became the 

province of practical Kabbalists, through incantations of 
psalms and Biblical passages, prayers, charms, magic and 
medications. In Jewish tradition, a rabbi capable of using 
the name of God for healing was called a “Ba'al Shem 
Tov,” or “Master of the Good Name.” Thus, Rabbi Israel 
ben Eliezer, the Ba'al Shem Tov was, in fact, one of a long 
line of “ba'alei shem,” well-respected rabbis sought out 
for healing, not for Torah learning but because they 
knew Kabbalah.

   But how did this eighteenth-century Polish-Jewish 
mystic become a key figure in Jewish history, the 
founder of Ḥasidism and a profound influence on 
modern Judaism? His deep connection to nature, 
uncommon in his time, made him connect not only his 
spirit, but also his body, to his love of God. He prayed 
with dancing and singing; with his whole body. Forgiving 
about strict adherence to Jewish law in favor of 
mentshlicheyt (compassion and empathy), his emphasis 
on the joy of prayer and its potential for ecstatic 
experience brought him a devoted following. Thus, the 
traditional notion of the Ḥasid (from ḥesed, meaning 
“lovingkindness”) -- one who has great love and loyalty 
to God -- became associated chiefly with the Ba'al 
Shem Tov and his followers, the Ḥasidim.

   The Ba'al Shem Tov was a great lover of stories and 
storytelling, which thus became part of the Ḥasidic 
tradition. This tradition was brought into our own day, 
most notably, by Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, who traveled 
the world telling stories and singing songs. His joyful 
spirit nourished the Jewish Renewal movement and, 
indeed, our own Rabbi Shawn Zevit, who will take us 
thru a journey to learn more of the Ba'al Shem Tov, and 
the Ḥasidic rebbes who were his followers, and lead us 
in songs to nourish our own souls.

    Plan to be with us and, as always, be in touch at 
library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library! 

A Fire in the Forest: The Life and Legacy of the Ba'al Shem Tov

Film, Discussion and Song
Led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit with Rabbi Jeff Eisenstat

(who shares stories of his recent visit to sites seen in the film)

Sunday, December 8, 4:00 p.m.– 6:00 p.m.

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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avodah sharon rhode

Appreciating our Wonderful Programs for Mishkan’s Youngest 
Members
Just as we (adults) enjoy a rich array of services, classes and special programs, Mishkan Shalom's tots, kids and teens 
also enjoy a wide range of offerings overseen by our exceptional staff members Rivka Jarosh, Congregational 
School Principal and Gabrielle Kaplan-Mayer, Youth Director. And our School Parents play an enormous role in the 
success of all of these programs, from the Education Committee, led by Margaret Berger Bradley to the School 
Co-op, where every parent helps things run smoothly.

But you don't have to be a school parent to lend a hand in the School or in other programs for our young 
members. If you'd like to help in organizing and promoting programs for our tots, kids and teens, Rivka and Gabby 
would love to hear from you!

Big thanks to our Congregational School Students & Families
for making this year's Mishkanathan  another great success!

With a special Todah Rabah to Elissa Goldberg, Coordinator

＊＊＊
Special thanks to Sarah Katz for coordinating

Tot Shabbat
and helping to make

Kinderlach Rock
(Awesome Jewish Music for Awesome Jewish Kids!)

a fun time for the little ones and their grown-ups...coming November 17

＊＊＊
Yasher Koaḥ to Jill Saull & the Library Committee for the

Library's great new look!

(A section of the conference table was cut out (!)
and the bulky, beat-up swivel chairs replaced!)

Nice Opportunities!

Help Provide Warm Welcomes to New Mishkaners & Build Community
(with just a few e-mails & phone calls!)

→New Member Buddy Match Coordinator
→Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator

→Service Greeters Coordinator

Or help out at New Member Shabbat on November 16
Curious? Contact karensmith.fullliving@gmail.com

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Interesting Facts from Genealogy 
Class
Start with a family tree.  The missing branches—When 
was your great-grandfather born? Was your mother's 
uncle really sent away from the family and raised by a 
cousin?—will tell you where to begin digging for 
answers.

The search may take you through ships' manifests, 
census data, obituaries, old photographs and—ideally—
lively discussions with your still-living relatives, said Fred 
Blum, president of the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Philadelphia. At an October workshop at 
Mishkan on “digging your roots,” Blum said that online 
tools make it possible to search for ancestors across 
continents and decades without ever leaving your desk.

After working with relatives to create as complete a 
family tree (with birth, marriage and death dates) as 
possible, Blum suggested subscribing to Ancestry.com 
and registering on Jewishgen.org. Through these sites, 
even beginning genealogists can gain access to 
naturalization records, marriage licenses or synagogue 
yizkor books that can help fill in the gaps.

“If you register your surname on Jewishgen.org, you can 
find other people also researching your surname in the 
same town [of origin], and they might be relatives,” he 
said.

Blum urged those interested in genealogy to interview 
family members, taking careful notes. Read old letters. 
Examine photographs for clues: a street sign, the name 
of a school or store in the background. Remember that 
names—of people, streets and towns—may be spelled 
in different ways, and that some immigrants changed 
their names when they became naturalized.

Participants in the class received one-year- 
memberships to the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Philadelphia, which holds monthly meetings 
with guest speakers, mentoring sessions for beginners 
and resource-sharing. Contact www.jgsgp.org if you're 
interested in learning more.

Resources:
· Family History Center in Salt Lake City has records 

and will mail them (www.familysearch.org)
· Italian Genealogy Society has indexed many NY 

marriages from 1864-1937
· Ellis Island database for particular names, ships
· From marriage records, can get ages of bride and 

groom, parents' names and addresses
· Census records (released after 72 years)
· Obituaries give names of survivors
· Social Security death index
· Philadelphia City Directories—at Historical Society & 

Free Library—listed households, names and 
addresses even before phone number

· Naturalization records
· Ships' manifests (Ancestry.com)

Save the Date for a scrumptious evening of food, friends, auction, dancing and more:

Saturday, February 8, 2014
A Taste of Mishkan!

Prize for the member who brings the most non-members to this event that will show off our 
community; Top Chef cooking “show” featuring Mishkan celebs; lots of food items for auction (and other 
great items too) and great food!

Be a part of the Taste of Mishkan team!

Join Keely Newman, Karen Singer, Jean Brody, Gari Weilbacher, Maralin Blistein and others.
We still need:
· Auction Items, especially food-related items
· Ticket sale coordinator 
· Auction team members to help gather items and create displays for the 

event 
· Food coordinator 
· Many volunteers for the day before and day of: stay tuned for how to sign-

up!

E-mail Keely at keelym2@verizon.net
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Min Kraff-11/1-Ḥeshvan 28
Mother of Sue Ellen Liebman

Daniel Asher Berman-11/2-Ḥeshvan 29
Brother of Phyllis Berman 

Robert Lipshutz-11/2-Ḥeshvan 29
Father of Debbie Lipshutz 

Maurice Acker-11/4-Kislev 1
Father of David Acker 

Rebecca (Rae) Bernstein-11/5-Kislev 2
Mother of Judith Bernstein-Baker

Walter Weiss-11/6-Kislev 3
Father of Ariel Weiss

Max Cohen-11/8-Kislev 5
Father of Ellie Seif 

Steven Becker-11/9-Kislev 6
Father of Debby Becker 

Allen Stein-11/9-Kislev 6
Father of Margot Stein 

Sidney Gornstein-11/10-Kislev 7
Father of Sharon Gornstein 

Celestine Goldwyn-11/18-Kislev 9
Mother of Ron Goldwyn 

Dora Maligson-11/18-Kislev 9
Great Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Murray Young-11/18-Kislev 9
Father of Mitch Young 

Bernard Silver-11/14-Kislev 11
Father of Joel Silver 

Arthur Caplin-11/16-Kislev 13
Father of Wendy Caplin 

Henry Jaffe-11/18-Kislev 15
Father of Robert Jaffe 

Florence Jacobs-11/20-Kislev 17
Mother of Christopher Jacobs 

Michael Litan-11/20-Kislev 17
Husband of Ellen Steiker 

Albert Tarler-11/20-Kislev 17
Father of Jay Tarler 

Roslyn Hofer Lieberman-11/21-Kislev 18
Mother of Dee Dee Lopez

Eugene Bereston-11/22-Kislev 19
Grandfather of Sarah Rebecca Katz & David 
Love

Miriam Lieberman-11/22-Kislev 19
Mother of Natalie Gorvine 

Irene Wagner-11/22-Kislev 19
Mother of Harry Mock 

Edith Kelvin-11/23-Kislev 20
Mother of Lisa Tuttle 

David Bliss-11/24-Kislev 21
Father of Charlotte Bliss

Harvey Bakely-11/25-Kislev 22
Brother of Jeff Bakely 

Hannah Carner-11/27-Kislev 24
Grandmother of Hannah Ashley

Samuel Charme-11/27-Kislev 24
Father of Stuart Charme

Peter Leonard-11/27-Kislev 24
Step-father of Helene Halstuch

yahrzeits
May their memories be a blessing in our lives

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Mazel Tov
We extend a hearty mazel tov to new Mishkan 
members Jason and Katy Friedland  on the birth of 
twins Zoe Rae and Violet Joy.  Zoe and Violet join 
brothers Wyatt John and Julie Miles.  We also 
congratulate Doron Henkin and Victor Hall on their 
wedding.

Condolences
Baruch Dayan Ha'emet. Our community mourns with 
Stacey Meadows and Peter Adels and their sons Gabe 
and Sam the loss of their son and brother, Jonah 
Meadows Adels. We also extend condolences to 
Harold Gorvine and his family as they mourn the loss 
of his sister Sandy Sachs, to  Harriet Dichter and her 
family as they mourn the death of her mother Fran 
Dichter, Dan Auerbach and his family as they mourn 
the loss of his mother, Arlene Marie Bellinger, and 
D’vorah Horn Greenberg and her family as they 
remember her father, Arnold Horn. May Stacey, 
Harriet, Dan, D’vorah  and their families be 
comforted among all the mourners of Zion, Jerusalem, 
and all humanity and may the memory of Jonah, Fran, 
Arlene and Arnold forever be for a blessing in their 
lives.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members Gabe 
Meadows Adels, Robin Berenholz , Bernice Bricklin, 
Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz , 
Denise Kulp, Robin Leidner, Sue Stehman, Aryeh 
Stein-Azen and Zea Piver.

We are keeping Jeannette Tumolo (sister of Sue 
Stehman), Pat Lynn (partner of Barrie Levin), Arnold 
Schein (father of Susan Schein), Laikee Zelitch 
(mother of Simone Zelitch), Debra Ellen Coran 
(cousin of Beth Joy Rosenwald), Sarah Bradley 
(mother of David Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of 
Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & 

Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe 
Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and 
mother-in-law of Susan Windle), and Julie Post (sister of 
Nancy Post), in our prayers as well. May they all 
experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).    Acts of 
Caring is a Yahoo Group listserve that lets all of us in the 
Mishkan Shalom community learn about significant events 
in the lives of our members. In this way, we can reach out 
to one another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach 
us simply e-mail: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI—HERE I AM
If you have life circumstances that would be helped by 
short-term emotional support and/or help with concrete 
tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal at 
ActsofCaring@Mishkan.org or please phone Sharon at 
(610) 574-1705 or (610) 649-0274.

We will reach out to the community and coordinate help 
with needs such as transportation to doctor 
appointments, meals, errands, as well as visits. 

Are you receiving Acts of Caring via email?

Yahoo has recently changed its groups platform and we 
are concerned that some members are no longer 
receiving Acts of Caring emails.  If that is you – or if you 
have never received them but would like to, you must sign 
up yourself. We want you to know about the joys and 
sorrows or our community!

Joining Acts of Caring is easy: simply go to http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/actsofcaring and if you are a new 
user, click on "sign up" at the top.  If you want to change 
the email address at which you receive Acts of Caring, 
you can do this by editing your profile.  Need help?  
Contact Gene Bishop or Ariel Weiss at 
actsofcaring@Mishkan.org

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a marvelous way 
to connect our community! Please don’t be shy - send all 
lifecycle events you would like to be posted to our email 
address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org.. Please notify us if 
you want a name added to, or removed from, our 
“Ongoing love, support, and prayers of healing…” list.

acts of caring (g'milut ḥasadim) gene bishop & ariel weiss
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t'filot
Join us for Torah Study every Shabbat morning at 9:00 a.m. in the Library.

Friday, November 1, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Saturday, November 2, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, - Toledot, led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Monday, November 4, 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Ḥodesh Service (welcoming Kislev) in the Chapel

Saturday, November 9, 10:00 a.m. – Tot Shabbat, led by Rivka Jarosh; 10:00 a.m.  A Way in Service 
@ Mishkan, led by Rabbi Yael Levy

Friday, November 15, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service with the Gimel Class, led by Rabbi 
Shawn Zevit

Saturday, November 16, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service welcoming new members - Vayishlah, led 
by Rabbi Shawn Zevit and Rabbi Yael Levy

Saturday, November 23, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service - Vayeshev, led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Saturday, November 30, 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Service @ Mishkan, led by Rabbi Yael Levy

On three things the word rests:
On Study, Prayer, and Acts of Caring

Mishkan Shalom is an affiliate of the 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation
www.jrf.org

4101 Freeland Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Email: office@mishkan.org
Phone: (215) 508-0226
Fax: (215) 508-0932
www.mishkan.org
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