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Letter from the Rabbi

Staying Engaged
Year-Round
by Rabbi Shawn Zevit
This Jewish year 5778 is moving
into the last quarter. Despite the
sometimes daily assaults on Jewish and
universal core values we hold dear,
many of us have continued to engage
in vital issues of our day --whether it

is taking a stand for racial justice and
challenging the undermining of our
American institutions, or seeking ways
of responding to the ever growing
and appalling humanitarian crisis in
Gaza and issues related to Israel and
Palestine,
In the midst of these personal, local,
national and global challenges, our
sacred community continues to
grow and be a sanctuary for us to
renew our spirits, educate our minds,
reinvigorate our commitments to act
for justice in the world, and deepen

RABBI EMERITUS BRIAN WALT'S
VISIT HAS BEEN POSTPONED

the bonds between us in times of joy
and loss. Each of us can find our place
in reflective and song-filled spiritual
moments, programs for justice,
learning across our various ages and
interest areas , artistic and creative
explorations across the spectrum,
school, Teen program, and many more
areas of member activity that you
create and organize together beyond
the calendar of official events.
As we enter the summer months, I
want to thank our Executive
(continued on page 4)
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Due to a family emergency Rabbi Brian
will need to reschedule our Shabbaton
to a future date.
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As we close our first year of the campaign, we have
raised $530,220 of our five-year $950,000 goal in pledges!
With gratitude for your pledges and contributions, we will:

•
•
•

Reduce our mortgage principal
Contribute to operating expenses/make capital
improvements
Grow our reserves

On our journey from Havertown, to Chestnut Hill, to the Promised
Land in Manayunk, we want to acknowledge our donors by
remembering each place along the way. With spirit, pride – and a
little audacious competition – we salute our donors from:

Generation Havertown:
Generation Chestnut Hill:
Generation Manyaunk:

13 donors
6 donors
14 donors

With gratitude,
Irv Ackelsberg, Keely Newman and David Piver,
Campaign Chairs

Weekend in the Woods
Yes, You Can!!
...still come to our Amazing Annual Retreat!

REGISTER TODAY!

Friday, June 8 thru Sunday, June 10
by Sharon Rhode

If you still want to register, here’s
everything you need to know:


Everyone’s welcome: Members, friends
and the ‘Mishkan-Curious’



We kept 2017 prices for 2018!



There’s a family price-cap for Mishkan
members



Full- and partial-weekend registrations
still accepted



Private rooms are sold-out



You can still make roommate and
carpool requests (or offer a ride!)



Your Registration Form must be
received for you to be registered



Please make your full payment online
or by check to the office



If cost is an issue, please contact
Karen Singer (see brochure): We want
everyone to be able to participate!

If you’ve already registered, here’s
all you need to know:




You should have received your FAQ
sheet, and the Schedule for the
weekend. If you haven’t, let us know
(contact info. below)
Pack your bag and get ready to leave
your cares behind…beautiful Camp
Havaya and your fellow ‘retreatniks’
await you!

Find Everything You Need on our
Weekend in the Woods Webpage
For complete details, including options for
completing and submitting your Registration
Form and payment, comments from past
‘retreatniks,’ FAQ’s, the Schedule, and a link
to a map of the camp, just visit our website
homepage (www.mishkan.org) to link to our
Weekend in the Woods page.
Questions? E-mail Weekend in the Woods
co-chairs Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss at:
mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com.

See you in the Poconos!
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Thanks to
our wonderful
photographer,
Ned Luce!
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Rabbi's Letter
Committee: President Ellen Tichenor,Vice-President
Barry Dornfeld, new Treasurer Ellen Steiker, Secretary
Ros Spigel and the rest of the committed and
thoughtful board for their leadership and tireless
commitment to our community’s thriving. I especially
want to offer hoda’ot/gratitude to David Piver, Barry
Dornfeld, Ilene Burak and Alan Tuttle who are cycling
off the board after guiding us through many of our
most profound challenges as a community, and helped
lead us to a new place of stability and thriving.
You will soon vote for new leaders at our June 13
community meeting. There are issues and programs
that require your volunteer energy to help our
community sustain the high level of current offerings
and work in justice- program areas and committees.
A deep bow in gratitude to Rivka Jarosh, our retiring
Education Director with whom I have worked
closely these years and whom we honored lovingly
this spring. Claire Brunhild, our rabbinic intern and
teen coordinator this year, is also moving to a new
position in another synagogue, having blessed us with
her presence and added so much to our musical,
spiritual, family educational, teen and life-long learning
communal lives. Supported in addition by Gabby
Kaplan Meyer, we were able to keep growing our teen
program. We say shalom to you both with sadness at
your departure - kol hakavod (all power to you!) for
the future.
Simultaneously I am excited that we are welcoming in
Rabbi Joysa Winter, our new Education Director and
Teen Coordinator. Joysa is a gifted educator, youth
worker, journalist, activist, ritual leader and much more
as you will discover after July 15, when she officially
starts.
Thank these people- and others I may have
not been thoughtful enough to mentionwhen you see them! Hoda’ah- gratitude- is
an ancient and core Jewish practice! It is from this
Hebrew word that Yehudah or Jew comes fromwe are the Grateful People not only Yisrael/GodWrestlers through our lineage.
I look forward to seeing you in the weeks ahead inside
our Mishkan or under heaven’s canopy, at
Shabbat under the stars. We, who are Mishkan Shalom
have a mission and direction which I am passionate
about. I know there are many more Jews and nonJewish partners and allies who would thrive here if
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(continued from page 1)
they knew about us and experienced us. We need
continued and increased involvement from all our
membership to be able to sustain our growth. Invite
a friend or neighbor to a service or program and
let’s keep growing! We are all members of the inreach/outreach team. It is in building one-to-one
relationships that community happens, that social
change occurs and true transformation is possible. This
is why we have continued to grow over 3% the last
three years in a row to our 230 member households
today. By continuing to be strong through engagement
in hope, not fear, we will continue to meet the
challenges ahead for us all.
“The kind of hope I think about…a state of mind, not
a state of the world…it’s not essentially dependent on
some particular observation of the world or estimate
of the situation. Hope is an orientation of the
spirit, an orientation of the heart; it transcends
the world that is immediately experienced, and is
anchored somewhere beyond its horizons. Hope, in
this deep and powerful sense, is not the same as joy
that things are going well…but, rather, an ability to
work for something because it is good...” Vaclav
Havel
Let us continue to work for the common good here at
Mishkan Shalom, our greater Philadelphia community
and world in the months ahead. Kayitz tov- have a
wonderful summer, (a.k.a. Tammuz, Av and Elul!). See
you under the stars for Shabbat and elsewhere soon!
“For the sake of the Oneness of all Life, I stand here,
ready in body and mind, to take upon myself the
mitzvah, “You shall love your fellow human being as
yourself (Lev. 19),” and may I love and be open to all
people, beings and the earth itself- and by this merit
may I live each day.” (Kavannah introduced by the
Kabbalists of Sfat, to be said before formal prayer and
adapted by Rabbi Shawn Zevit)
Note: If you have read this and have thoughts or
reflections, please let me know at Rabbishawn@
mishkan.org or call 215-508-0226 ex. 1, and set up a
time to talk and get to know each other better over
the summer. It would mean a great deal to me to
know your thoughts and reflections as we look to a
new year ahead. Please note that Slihot is September 1,
and Erev Rosh Hashanah is Sunday evening, September 9
this year.

A Way In

by Rabbi Yael Levy

Dear Friends,
As we come to the end of this calendar year, I give
thanks for the Mishkan Shalom Community. It has
been a full, beautiful and challenging year.
There has been much loss in our community, loss
of parents, family members and beloved friends. And
there have been wonderful simchas, shared joys and
delights.
I am grateful for the ways we come together in
celebration. And I am grateful for the ways we
support each other in times of pain, loss and illness.
Let us give thanks for showing up for each other
with such generosity, love and care.

As events in the country and through out the world
continue to reel, how blessed are we to have each
other—a steady presence, a community to nourish,
inspire and hold us. A place to be and belong. A
foundation from which to do our work and make
our offerings.
As each of us opens to whatever the summer will
bring may we travel through the season in good
health, strength and ease.
Here is a contemporary translation of t’fillat ha
derechk- The Prayer for the Journey. For all our
journeys of summer:

May the One that flows through all creation lead us toward shalom.
May we go forward in shalom.
May each footstep be walked in the ways of shalom.
And may we arrive at our desired destination for life, expansive joy and shalom.
Let our paths be protected and all our journeys be safe.
May blessings come through the work of our hands.
May we see the world with eyes of grace, love and compassion.
And may we be seen with eyes of grace, love and compassion.
Let our deepest values and visions find voice.
Blessed is the Mystery that calls us present.
Blessed is the open heart that listens.
With gratitude and blessing,
Shalom,
Rabbi Yael

ANNUAL COMMUNITY MEETING!
		 Wednesday, June 13 - 6:00 p.m.
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Letter from the President

by Ellen Tichenor

Questions about Gaza and Israel
I originally wrote this article in the context of our
founding Rabbi Emeritus, Brian Walt’s visit. Sadly we
will miss spending time with him but we wish him
well as he attends to important family matters. But
I will share the letter, minus details about R. Brian’s
visit, with you:
It’s not clear who first said, “The lesser of two evils is
still evil,” whether a Mormon elder or a Presbyterian
minister, Henry David Thoreau or Jerry Garcia. It’s
less important to know who said it first than to
consider some questions the statement implies.
Should any evil, large or small, be equally resisted?
Can we resist evil on one side of a conflict without
also speaking out against it on the other side?
And so, what about Gaza? Here at Mishkan, many
of us are wrestling with those questions and others
about Israel/Palestine together. How to stay true
to our Judaism and respond to the injustice of the
Occupation? What is anti-Semitism and what is
legitimate criticism of Israel? How can Jews in
the Israeli state truly share a homeland with their
neighbors and not be forever strangers? What is
owed to Palestinians now? We have begun to share
our thoughts, sorrow and anger, fears and tender
hopes. We’re testing the limits of safety with one
another. Can we disagree? Can we act on what we
do agree on?
Thirty years ago, Mishkan was founded on a
conviction that two side-by-side states in Israel/

Palestine was a just, practical and spiritual imperative.
Our founding, now-emeritus rabbi, Brian Walt, still
believes a fair solution is possible. Rabbi Brian
taught us to love prayer and Jewish learning as we
love justice, that our tradition and continual journey
toward Sinai compels us to action because we are
Jews, not in spite of it.
I ask again… what about Gaza? Our older son Dylan
is named for the poet Dylan Thomas, who in his
1945 poem “Refusal to Mourn the Death, by Fire,
of a Child in London,” wrote, “After the first death,
there is no other.” I have to condemn the killing
of so many desperate Gazans and their children,
even as I long for true security and peace for Israel/
Palestine. As a Jew whose sense of justice is rooted
in believing we all are the face of God, I can’t look
at one person, or one people, as more worthy of
the breath of life than another. I can’t bear the first
death, nor can I bear to see my Jewish people and
the country so many died and toiled to create be
instruments of others’ suffering.
R. Hillel, said, “That which is despicable to you, do
not do to your fellow. That is the whole Torah, now
go and learn it.” We have come far, with so much to
celebrate in 30 years, and we still have much Torah
to learn and live together.
With you,
Ellen

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson / Layout: Maralin Blistein
Distribution: Maria Paranzino
Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, David Calloway, Anndee Hochman, Rivka Jarosh,
Eilen Levinson,Yael Levy, Mic Lieberman-Burak, Rachel Linstead Goldsmith,
Maria Paranzino, Ellen Tichenor, Gari Weilbacher and Shawn Zevit
Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com
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Congregational School

by Rivka Jarosh

Dear All,
It has been my honor to serve at Mishkan as a
teacher primarily and a school head secondarily. I
have worked with great staff and a community of
families with wonderful children. Thanks to everyone
who came to my celebration. It was a wonderful
evening.

so lucky to have such a skilled person as Odamis to
work with as my Education Committee Chair.

I also worked with some great parents during
my last year here. All the people who helped at
the concession stand, suggested and arranged for
activities, donated to the School, contributed to
make the school better. I want especially to thank
the head of my Education Committee, Odamis
Fernandez Scheinbaum. He not only served on the
Committee, he served on the concession stand. He
arranged the bowling party for the school families
and others. He bought the monitor with school
money because electronic buying confuses me. He
also led the efforts to hire my replacement. I was

Everyone have a great summer and I hope to
continue to connect in other ways.

Joysa Winters, our new Education Director, will be
here soon, and I am happy that she will be a leader
for this school.

I want to thank Eilen Levinson and Gari Weilbacher
for editing my writing and reminding me when the
article for Kol Shalom is due. I also want to thank
the Community for supporting the School and
supporting the children.
B’shalom,
Rivka Jarosh
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B'nai Mitzvah

by Anndee Hochman

Elijah Goldman
June 23

Elijah began with the ABCs.
Or in this case, the alef-bet, the Hebrew alphabet
He needed to learn quickly in order to catch up
with his classmates. That was two-and-a-half years
ago, when his family joined Mishkan.
“Mishkan was the first time I ever became involved
with anything Jewish, other than Yom Kippur or
seders at my house. I didn’t go to services, and I
didn’t know any Hebrew,” Elijah says.
He used a basic Hebrew workbook—one page for
each letter—and mnemonic devices to gain letterrecognition in about a month. A lamed resembles
the English letter L, he says, and a tav can look like a
T if you use some imagination.
Though he’d never been in Hebrew School before,
he felt welcomed at Mishkan. “There weren’t many
kids in my class, so they were pretty excited to have
a new kid. They were pretty accepting; they didn’t
flood me with questions.”
That hospitality extended to the building itself.
“Mishkan is not the most decked-out space; there’s
not a lot of fancy stuff,” he says. “It’s a simple space. I
really admire it. It has a nice sense of coziness.”

with this parasha.”
To him, the verses are
really about empathy.
“When people are
sad or depressed, just
being with them can
be helpful.”
That idea animates his
tikkun olam project,
in which Elijah plans
to talk with some
of his father’s dialysis patients during or after their
treatments. “I’ll be learning about them, which is the
secondary goal. The first goal is to make them feel
happier than they are right now.”
Elijah’s father, a nephrologist, hosts an annual
barbecue for his patients over Memorial Day
weekend; that will be a perfect opportunity, he says,
to ask the patients about their lives and hobbies and
their feelings about being on dialysis.
“With the patients, I might feel sad. They have hard
lives. But I think my being there is going to make
them feel a lot better.”

Elijah’s parasha is Hukat (Num. 19:1-22:1), which
includes the story of the red heifer. When burned
and mixed with water from a stream, the heifer’s
ash can purify a person who has become impure
through contact with a human corpse.

Elijah is a 7th-grader at Greene Street Friends, a
school he values for its intimate community. His
out-of-school pastimes include playing videogames
and hanging out with friends. When he thinks about
his Bar Mitzvah, he’s excited about the ways his
relatives will take part in the service: His grandfather
may read a poem; his uncle, a musician, will probably
play a song.
“Before joining Mishkan, I didn’t really do anything to
embrace my Jewish side. But going to services and
preparing for my Bar Mitzvah really opened up a
lot…The main thing I’ve learned is how to join in a
community.”

“I realized that pretty much everything in the Torah
can be related to the entire world,” Elijah says. “Same

“At Mishkan,” he says, “there’s no real pressure to
perform. It’s about being open to a lot of ideas.”

Still, the prospect of a Bar Mitzvah was daunting.
“The first thought of the twelve verses I had to
do along with all the blessings was a little scary.
Now that I’m preparing, it’s a lot less work than I
thought.”
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Meet New Mishkan Members....
Erica Catlin and Galeet Cohen
Edie, 21 months, Clem, 7 months old
Erica Catlin and Galeet Cohen live in Mt. Airy, and
joined Mishkan the summer of 2016. Now, as the
parents of 2 baby girls, they have only been able to
attend a few adult services, but have enjoyed plenty
of Tot Shabbats with their two daughters. Edie, at 21
months, is the eldest. She likes singing songs, saying hi
and bye to both people and inanimate objects. Her
sister Clem is 7 months old. During her baby naming,
Galeet reports that Edie, a sociable extrovert, “sat
with the Hebrew School boys in the front row, then
waved to the entire congregation, like she was the
queen.” Clem, by contrast, is “laid back, observant,
probably introverted.” She enjoys “cackling like a
crow, and grabbing everything. She’s so occupied
by her new skills; she just wants to stay awake and
practice them all night.”
Galeet says, “We joined Mishkan because we were
becoming parents. Erica’s always been spiritually
interested and curious.” Not surprisingly, Erica
worked with Rabbi Shawn to convert to Judaism in
2017, finishing while pregnant with Clem.
Erica grew up Christian, while Galeet had “drifted
away from Judaism.” Erica always wanted to be
part of a spiritual community, even before kids.
Galeet was resistant: “Saturday mornings were for
climbing, and I didn’t see how Shabbat could fit into
that.” Erica eventually delivered an ultimatum: Join a
synagogue, or she would join the Unitarian Church.
Remembering a Mishkan High Holidays service they
attended with Galeet’s mother, our congregation
seemed the right choice. After growing up in “big,
wealthy synagogues,” Mishkan’s emphasis on social
justice and participation drew them in.
Erica calls Mishkan surprisingly warm and
welcoming.” Another surprise came at their very
first Friday service, at which Rabbi Shawn read a
David Bowie song as a prayer. It wasn’t until she
went to a mindfulness service that feet-on-theground Galeet discovered she is “actually a mindful
yoga person,” who “loves the contrast between the
two rabbis and their varying types of services.”
“Then we had kids and couldn’t go to anything
anymore.” Nap schedules complicated getting out.
“But it’s pretty clear that by this time next year,”

Galeet continues, “we can do mornings again, as long
as we get home by 1pm or so. Meanwhile, it still
feels good to be a member, and do things here and
there.”
Although Erica is presently on parental leave, both
women now teach at Central High. Galeet brings
her passion for science and research into her
classroom and her activism. She says, “We both see
teaching in this historic magnet school, as inherently
political. We’re not so upset about not getting to
every march and writing every letter. We’re getting
to encourage youth and be activists in that way, and
support all the diversity that Central is. We’re lucky
to have pretty great consistency between our work
lives and personal lives, in terms of our core belief
systems.” Their main challenge, “pretty normal for
this life stage,” is the constant struggle for personal
time.
Of services at Mishkan, Galeet says, “It’s the opposite
of anonymous…We’ve dropped in and out of
services, and something different is going on all the
time. It feels super-intentional, and that’s just an
amazing experience.” It’s very clear from chatting
after services that there’s a lot of common interests
and experience in both the educational and the
environmental worlds, which are Galeet’s two main
interests. She feels very refreshed and connected
talking to people while eating babka.
Both Erica and Galeet feel that Mishkan is an
inspiring community. Galeet says that “Whoever you
chat with always has this really interesting life story,
is super warm and welcoming, and doesn’t make
assumptions about you… it makes both of us want
to be more balanced and welcoming people.” While
they want to give more to Mishkan than they now
feel they’re receiving, Galeet says, “for now, it feels
really great to just go and get refreshed!”
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Two Mishkan Shalom
members join the
Jewish People.
Welcome Carrie and Rachel
Carrie Cunningham and fiancé Ryan Tobin,
with Rabbinic witnesses, Rabbi Michael Ramberg,
Rabbi Elisa Goldberg (not pictured) and Rabbi
Ariel Tarash, with sponsoring Rabbi Shawn Zevit.
Carrie has taken the Hebrew name Golda.

Rachel Linstead Goldsmith and husband
Billy Linstead Goldsmith, with Rabbinic witnesses,
Rabbi Michael Ramberg and Rabbi ArielTarash
with sponsoring Rabbi Shawn Zevit.
Rachel has taken the Hebrew names Rachel
Eleana.

Rachel Linstead Goldsmith
Becoming Part of the Jewish People on this Day
Becoming Jewish is something that I am profoundly
joyful to have officially begun this week, but it is
something I intend to always be doing for the rest
of my life.
Exploring Judaism over the last year has given me
a stronger sense of the rhythm of life, which I felt
through celebrating the holidays. Doing the things
that have been done for generations has been
meaningful to me for years – especially for the big
transitions - signing the Ketubah over a decade ago,
my son’s Bris three years ago. I felt more human in
those moments, and more connected to the air and
the earth and the great infinity of existence. For the
first time this year, I felt the holidays open up like
portals too, though more personal ones.

• At Rosh Hashanah I remembered the first

time my husband’s parents visited our home
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13 years ago and how my now mother-in-law
was tickled that I knew to have apples and
honey in the house.

• At Yom Kippur I flashed back to my previous
attempt to fast and felt I was stepping closer
into the spiral, finally making it.

• At Purim I watched my son get a sugar high

and play games and begin to understand
the story of Ester and remembered when I
drank wine on a week night with my Jewish
friends in college, delighted by the story
and marveling at the way that traditions and
customs seemed to change through history.

• At Pesah we sat at the Seder table with my

husband’s parents with their Chavurah, and I
remembered the first time I sat at their
(continued on the next page)

Becoming Part of the Jewish
People on this Day
(continued from previous page)
their table, and had to make sure I remembered
not to open my Haggadah backward.
While I was wealthy in the presence of these
moments and feeling the shadows of the past, I also
felt some flashes of the future, watching the older
kids help the younger ones at the Purim carnival,
looking forward to when Jack could remember
the four questions. Especially after I learned I was
pregnant and realized I would get to watch another
child learn the prayers for Shabbat and be easily
persuaded with the promise of the challah. I am
excited to live my life Jewishly, and to do so with my
family, other Mishkan members, our communities in
Philadelphia and globally, and with the Infinite.
The Mikvah’s website quotes Rivka Slonim that, upon
emerging, women say: “I have returned from a place
where I connected to the Eternal and the Infinite.”
But the eternal is inside of each moment. The
now matters immensely. For this reason, I have to
acknowledge that facing the brutal actions of the
political state of Israel killing dozens of peacefully
protesting Palestinians was painful to watch this
week, and I felt tested. Because Tikkun Olam is one
of the most important Jewish values to me, I resisted
the pull to look away, and let myself ask why I should
want to become Jewish this week. And I had so many
answers

• Being Jewish forces me to be more engaged
and more accountable to stand against
injustice and contribute to peace – Being

a member of a Jewish community gives me
insight.

• Over the last year I have felt more and more

Jewish, and I’ve learned over and over to
accept the difficult parts of my identity – of
being white, of German and English ancestry.
Becoming Jewish has been part of my identity
for the last year, if not the last 3 years, if not
longer. Running away won’t really help, and to
contribute to peace, I need to allow my soul
to be peaceful – Reconstructing Judaism gives
me that peace.

• The Torah is full of imperfect Jews, why should
we think that the actions of Jewish people are
perfect now? Jews are an evolving religious
civilization. We can want to repair the world,
but we can only put the pieces back together
if we look at the cracks and examine the
fissures.

• By joining the Jews more fully, I cannot so

easily dismiss my people, I cannot fall into
simple good/bad narratives. By loving them
and listening to them I can keep my heart
whole where it is most vulnerable to decay.

• I have to wrestle with Israel as Jews have

always struggled with faith and with God –
Judaism actually gives me a pathway to do this
where I might otherwise stumble with less
guidance and fewer committed companions.

I joined a discussion with If Not Now Jewish
organization in response to recent events in Gaza. It
feels like the right way to continue to become Jewish
to me. Thank you again for everything, Rabbi Shawn

Don't Miss Our Final Community Potluck of the Year and
Kabbalat Shabbat Under the Stars !

Friday, June 15
*
*
*
*

5:45 pm: Potluck
7:30 pm: Shabbat Service with R. Shawn

Say farewell to CLAIRE BRUNHILD at her last service with us
We will give a shout-out to NEW MEMBERS!
And provide TOT SHABBAT activities for the little ones!
Bring a vegetarian dish to share.
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Confirmation Speeches, Shabbat Morning, May 19
Judah Weekes

Mic Lieberman-Burak

It’s funny to think that one decision, made about
eight years ago, ended up bringing so much good into
my life today. To be honest, it was quite a haphazard
decision on my part. When my mom asked sevenyear-old me if he wanted to go to Hebrew School, I
gave a mindless ‘sure’ without knowing exactly what
I would do there or why I agreed in the first place.
And so, over my years in the Mishkan community, I
would every so often question both my own motive
for accepting my mom’s proposal as well as if I would
answer the same way now.

Mishkan Shalom is the community that, technically, I
have been a part of since before I was born. It was
where both my mothers found what Judaism really
meant to them, twenty years ago. It is where they
found a community that made them feel Jewish,
rather than just... being... Jewish... the Mishkan
experience is quite different from their experiences
of Judaism growing up. As for me, someone who at
sixteen is a couple of years into being counted as a
Jewish adult.... someone whose family was Mishkan
members for four years before I existed... I’ve really
grown up here. And that makes me feel extremely
lucky.

However, now that I’m here today, once more
searching for an answer to my selfish question, I
feel that I have an answer. That answer being, the
inherited wisdom of my teachers and peers as well
as the incredible sense of community that we’ve
always shared. When sitting in any major Mishkan
service or assembly, there will most likely be a
visitor, new member, or a representative of another
synagogue among the familiar faces. Mishkan always
had the mysterious power to make me feel a part
of a community of complete strangers; members
who would soon become part of our weekly
Mishkan family. When one spends that much time
in a Reconstructionist community like Mishkan, you
really do get to learn a lot, whether it’s about the
relationship between traditional Jewish values and
your own, or simply how to be a part of something
much bigger than yourself.
In my couple of years in our Teen Leadership
program alone, we’ve brought our Mishkan spirit
into the world a bit in multiple field trips, always
holding on to that somewhat quirky vibe that we’ve
always given off in the most serious of events.
Finally satisfied with my answer to a near pointless
question, I now speak from the heart. I don’t think
I would have ever met so many kind, creative, and
unique people if I wasn’t here right now. Words
of wisdom and bonds of friendship have been
exchanged over my years at Mishkan, and I wouldn’t
trade them any time soon. Although I cannot know
what exactly, I feel that I would be missing a part of
myself today if I never grew up in our always cheery
Mishkan Shalom.
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When I was little, and even up until somewhat
recently, I thought that all synagogues were like
Mishkan. And no offense to other synagogues, but...
was I wrong! I thought all synagogues put forth as
much effort as Mishkan towards being accessible. I
thought all synagogues tried to intertwine current
events and relevant issues into the Torah portion. I
thought all synagogues encouraged the members of
the community to sing along and dance if they can.
Mishkan is a synagogue that is so much more than a
place of prayer. It is a community that values Tikkun
Olam, and regarding that value, Mishkan represents
what I pray that the rest of the world will one day
be.
An increasing number of religious sanctuaries
practice toleration of diversity. Now, I’m not a fan of
the word toleration. It means to reluctantly accept
that you cannot change something. It’s actually a step
down from radical acceptance, and it’s certainly not
something that should be considered an attitude
towards something as wonderful as diversity.
Each person, based on their life experiences, has
something to bring to the table. Mishkan Shalom
acknowledges diversity for the wonderfulness that
it is and embraces it. I am thrilled to be becoming
even more of a part of this community by being
confirmed.
Thank you.

Library

by Sharon Rhode

Summer’s Simple Pleasures: Choosing a One Book for 5779,
Program Planning Gatherings, Reading from our Excellent Collection
What shall we read together next year?
The Library Committee wants your ideas for our
14th annual One Book Mishkan selection. We
welcome suggestions for books in any genre, of
Jewish subject matter. Or, if you’d like to request a
subject category, even if you don’t have a particular
title in mind, we’d also like to hear that. As we
celebrate Mishkan Shalom’s 30th year, can you suggest
a title which resonates with this moment in our
history? We’d love to hear from you!
Join the Library
Committee and
help plan next
year’s programs.
Along with our ongoing
virtual discussions, we’ll
meet in July to select
next year’s One Book
and begin our program
planning for 5779. It’s a
great time to check out
the Library Committee
and see if you’d like to
join us!
Time to gather and return books…
including books from the Children’s
(School) Library. All items checked-out more
than three weeks ago are now due! Please place all
items in the blue return bin under the circulation
table, just as you enter the Library.
Check with us before donating, please!
With shelf space at a premium, we can only accept
books and multi-media items we don’t already
have. Donations must be of Jewish interest, in good
condition. Recently-published books would be of
most interest. Contact Eilen Levinson to review your
donations.
There’s A Better World for your books:
For books we cannot accept, we recommend Better
World Books, which does wonderful work for
global literacy. There are several dropboxes close to
Mishkan.

Many hands make light work…help us
maintain the collection this summer.
We hope to schedule a workday, or two, over the
summer, to maintain the collection and make some
improvements. We’ll process returned books and
donations, continue cataloging the collection and
integrating the Children’s (School) Library. If you’re
able to help, contact Adam Blistein (see below).
A quiet space: Enjoy the Library this
summer. The
Library is generally
open whenever the
building is. However,
the Library is
scheduled for use,
at times, so best to
confirm with the
office before arriving.
Then, feel free to
use the Library as
a quiet space for
reading, writing or
other work. If you’ll
be there more than a
few minutes, you may
ask Maria to turn on the air-conditioning ahead, or
open windows. BE SURE TO TURN OFF THE A/C
AND CLOSE ALL WINDOWS before you leave!
Summertime, and the reading is easy! Take
advantage of some summer down-time to explore
our excellent collection and enjoy some of our
4000+ books and multi-media items. Guidelines for
using our self-circulation system are posted on the
bulletin board as you enter the Library.
Best to all for a relaxing and rejuvenating
summer from the Library Committee:
Adam Blistein (Chair), Lillian Sigal (Founding Chair),
Eilen Levinson, Natalie Gorvine, Harold Gorvine,
Daniel Dvorkin, David Waldstreicher, Tsurah August,
Jill Saull, Amy Segel (Board Representative), newest
member, Rivka Jarosh and yours, truly, Sharon Rhode.
(For contact information, go to pg. 16)
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Gene Bishop, Stephanie Shell and Ariel Weiss

Mazel Tov

We offer a hearty mazel tov to Elijah Goldman and
his family as he becomes a Bar Mitzvah this month.
And another to our high school seniors who are
graduating this month – mazel tov to Johanna
Doherty, Jacob Taranta, Jacob Berger Bradley, Gabe
Walsh-Shore, and Allie Lipshutz. We also say mazel
tov to Brittany Lichtman and Nick Lodise on the
naming of baby Wren Harper Lodise, Gittel bat
Rivka v‘Haron.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support,
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Eilen
Levinson, Ray Kaplan, Teya Sepinuck, Erica Eisenberg,
Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Robin
Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane
Hinkle, Denise Kulp, Robin Leidner, Nathan Horwitz,
Lior Feldman, and Natalie Gorvine.
We also send ongoing love, support, and
prayers for healing to all those Mishkan
members in need of healing, but who seek
to remain private.
We are keeping Carol Dombroski (mother of Brian
Dombroski), Natalie Caplin (mother of Wendy
Caplin), Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Sarah
Rivka bat Elizabeth (mother of Rabbi Shawn Zevit),
Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra
Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father
of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine),
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman),
Edgar Galson (father of Wendy Galson and fatherin-law of Susan Windle), Matt Nezvitsky (friend of
Eilen Levinson), and Julie Post and Joseph Post (sister
and father of Nancy Post) in our prayers as well. May
they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).
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Please notify us if you want a name added to,
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and
prayers of healing…” list.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring
via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan
members. It is our communication central for
sharing life cycle events and community needs
for help. If you are not receiving Acts of Caring,
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by
Constant Contact). If you unsubscribe from Ma
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring. Please contact
the office for clarification.

Acts of Caring

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community
learn about significant events in the lives of our
members. In this way, we can reach out to one
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM

If you could use a little help because of illness,
or joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan
member too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@
mishkan.org and we will reach out. Hineni offers
concrete support to members in need of short
term help, including meals, visits, transportation,
etc. If you would like some help, but do not wish
a public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with
you privately and seek to arrange help. Our Hineni
coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.
Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a
marvelous way to connect our community! Please
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like
to be posted to our email address: actsofcaring@
mishkan.org.

T’filot

Please join us for Torah Study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Friday, June 1, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire Brunhild
Saturday, June 2, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn
Saturday, June 9, 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael
Tuesday, June 12, 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh Tammuz Celebration
Friday, June 15, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Under the Stars, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire Brunhild
Saturday, June 16, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, Hope Honeyman and Lisa Zahren;
12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m. – New Sanctuary Movement discussion, with Rabbi Michael Ramberg
Saturday, June 23, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Yael; Elijah Goldman will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.

>> Summer Hours begin June 30 <<
Torah Study, from 9:30 a.m. – Shabbat Services, 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, June 30, 10:30 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Library

(continued from page 13)

Library Committee contact information:

•

To offer One Book Mishkan suggestions: Adam
Blistein: library@mishkan.org

•

To join the Library Committee or volunteer for
a workday: Adam Blistein: library@mishkan.org

•

To review book donations: Eilen Levinson:
levinsone@yahoo.com

•

To donate to Better World Books: https://www.
betterworldbooks.com/go/donate.

•

To learn more about our Library and previous
One Books: https://mishkan.org/committee/
library-committee.

See you in the Library!
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