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6:30pm                 Potluck vegetarian dinner

8:00pm                 Welcoming Shavuot Evening service with Yizkor

9:30pm ’til dawn  Teachings, Meditation, Movement, Singing, Chanting
                             with Rabbis Arthur Waskow, Danielle Parmenter, Simcha Zevit,
                             Mordechai Liebling, Shawn Zevit, Yael Levy, Kohenet Shoshanna 
                             Bricklin, Lynne Iser, Elise Kraemer and Carol Towarnicky

Midnight              And The Heavens Opened — 
                             An experience of the Prophet Ezekiel’s mystical vision

12:30-5:30am       Teachings, Meditation, Movement, Singing, Chanting continues

5:30am                  Sunrise davening with the chanting of the 
                             Ten Commandments and songs of Hallel

COME FOR: All of the Evening or Part of the Evening or Arrive with the Dawn
Bring a sleeping bag and clothes to keep you warm outside.

Face within face 
the One spoke to you 

                      on the mountain in the midst of the fire. — Deut 5:4

For location details, email Maria@mishkan.org. Enter “Shavuot” in Subject Line

Shavuot 5776

Standing together at Sinai: 
An All Night Journey of 

Exploration and Discovery

June 11         6 Sivan
•

At the home of Mordechai Liebling and Lynne Iser
Mishkan Shalom and A Way In

Final Community Meeting 
of the Year

Please join us for dinner and the important 
business of Mishkan’s final annual meeting 
of 5776.

Wednesday, June 8
5:45 pm: Dinner sponsored by 
               the Board in honor of 
               David Piver
6:15-8:00 pm: Meeting

By Ellen Tichenor

This year’s Annual Meeting will have significant 
impact on Mishkan’s direction over the next 
couple of years.  As the recent community 
survey indicated, we are in need of more time, 
talent and treasure if we are to be sustainable in 
our current location in the years ahead.  Over 
this coming year the Board and community 
will make important decisions to make us so.  
The conversations will begin at the Annual 
Meeting.  We hope to see everyone there.

In addition, this year we are honoring David 
Piver, President extraordinaire for the past 
four years, as he transitions to immediate Past 
President, as well as outgoing Board members 
Marc Jacobs and Karen Meshkov. Let’s honor 
them in loving Mishkan style. 

Meeting Agenda:

    *  Budget for 5777
    *  Considerations for sustainability
    *  Opportunities for service
    *  Board Elections

See you there!



by Rabbi Shawn ZevitRabbi’s Letter
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Shavuot and the Month of Revelation and Release

      The beginning of June heralds in 
Shavuot, which originated as an agricultural 
festival. It celebrates the beginning (“first fruits”) 
of the wheat harvest in Israel, which ends with Sukkot 
in the Fall. “On the day of the first fruits, your Feast 
of Shavuot, when you bring an offering of new grain 
to the Eternal, you shall observe a sacred occasion: 
you shall not work at your occupations” (Numbers 
28). “Then you shall observe the Feast of Weeks 
for the Eternal your God, offering your freewill 
contribution according as the Eternal your God has 
blessed you. You shall rejoice before the Eternal your 
God” (Deuteronomy 16).
     In later centuries, in times of exile, we were 
disconnected or driven from lands where we had 
farmed. We began to view the Torah itself and 
revelation as the first fruit. Shavuot served as the 
annual downloading from the mainframe of Divine 
Truth to us wherever we were.
     As in the Torah, three days before the 
“download” at Sinai we will gather together as 
a covenantal community to be present to this 
ultimate source and open to what new revelations 
we may mindfully receive. Our annual major 
community meeting will precede Shavuot 
on Wednesday, June 8,, where we will 
discuss and make crucial choices about 
our communal commitment, leadership 
and resources. As we did in 1988 to form Mishkan 
Shalom, we must participate in and support our 
community in multiple ways for us to have decades 
more of meaningful Jewish spiritual life and activism. 
     No one else will magically do the volunteer 
work needed alongside our small and remarkable 
staff to fulfill our mission and vision. Whether you 
are a founding member or new to Mishkan Shalom, 
a frequent participant in services and programs or 
occasionally come by,  We must be willing to 
own and lean into our sacred community 
this year more than ever. There is no 
“them” at Mishkan- there is only “we” 
who co-create a Jewish experience and 
communal connections that we hold dear. 

Contributing any amount of our time, treasure and 
talent is as core to our work in tikkun olam and acts 
of caring (gemilut hasadim) and povides a sustainable 
future for us to build upon. 
     Riding the wave of the seven weeks of counting 
the Omer, we “gather around the foot of the 
mountain.” We are taking a different approach to our 
Shavuot experience this year. Lynne Iser and Rabbi 
Mordechai Liebling are graciously hosting our dinner 
to dawn study, song and celebration of the Feast of 
Weeks. Rabbi Yael and I, along with a host of other lay 
teachers and member rabbis will help co-create our 
twelve-hour journey and exploration of revelation 
with a variety of perspectives and modalities in a more 
intimate environment--with the ability to rest, move 
in and out of sessions and get to spend extended time 
with each other (see the flier in this issue).
     As we open to whatever is revealed to us this 
month, remember that your particular voice and 
journey offers new insights to the Torah. As Rabbi 
Lawrence Kushner writes in “God Was in This Place:”      
“Each person has a Torah, unique to that person, his 
or her innermost teaching. Some people seem to know 
their ‘Torahs’ very early in life and speak and sing them 
in a myriad of ways. Others spend their whole lives 
stammering, shaping, and rehearsing them. Some are long, 
some are short. Some are intricate and poetic, others are 
only a few words and still others can only be spoken by 
gesture and example. But every Soul has a Torah. To hear 
another say Torah is a precious gift.” 

     I pray we will learn, connect with each other and 
commit more deeply to our shared journey as a 
diverse and inclusive Jewish community.  I also want to 
express my profound gratitude to our board, Rabbi
                          (continued on page 6) 

 “The Torah was given in public, openly in a free place. For had the Torah been given in Eretz Yisrael, the Israelites could have said to 
the nations of the world, “You have no share in it.” But now. . . everyone wishing to accept it could….Another reason: to avoid causing 
dissension among the tribes. Else one might have said, “In my territory the Torah was given.”…therefore the Torah was given in the 
desert, publicly and openly, in a place belonging to no one.”                                              Mechilta de R. Ishmael (Ex. 19.2, 20.2)

     “We are not born free and equal, but we are born 
to become free and equal. It is the goal of all social 
endeavor to bring about equality in the inequality 
into which people are born. It is the goal of spiritual 
endeavor to make humanity free.”  
      R. Mordecai M. Kaplan, Diary, June 1915

https://mishkan.org/committee/tikkun-olam
https://mishkan.org/committee/acts-of-caring-gmilut-hasadim
https://mishkan.org/committee/acts-of-caring-gmilut-hasadim
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President’s Letter by David Piver

     I approach the end of my privileged four years’ 
service as President. I am filled with gratitude for 
all the deeply soul-nourishing experiences I have 
had with so many members of Mishkan. Gratitude 
for all the great souls I’ve worked with on and off 
the Board. Gratitude to Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi 
Yael for bringing harmonious spiritual leadership, 
inspiration and comfort into our community. 
Gratitude to our staff, who loves us and serves us 
with passion and profound dedication.
     I feel grateful for the many friendships old 
and new, as we tap into our living spiritual lineage 
and co-create visionary Reconstruction of the 
Covenant, which arises from the rock of Sinai. It 
is this Covenant and our relationships with each 
other that inspire and instruct us in the wisdom of 
Tikkun Olam--the work we do together to repair 
our souls and determine how we as Jews live and 
love.  
     We have increased our membership. Our 
school enrollment has increased, and our rich 
programming continues to deepen and expand. 
Our building and grounds are radiant and continue 
to inspire us as a sacred temple. New art and 
the Yahrzeit Memorial adorn our walls. Our A 
Way In programming is a vital and harmonious 
Mishkan presence, with national impact on the 
emergence of Jewish Mindfulness. Members have 
taken increasing leadership in POWER, Jim Crow 
activism, and Eco-Kashrut initiatives. Our choir sings 
more frequently and grows in popularity.
     In a word, Mishkan has reached a place of 
increasing leadership in the Reconstructionist 
and related Jewish movements as we create this 
temple, which strengthens our community in ways 
that we can all be proud of.
     And yet, much remains to be done to 
assure that our work continues to flourish as a 
sustainable institution for maintaining our ancient 
spiritual lineage for ourselves and generations yet 
to come….
     Despite our “austerity budget” of the past 
years, we continue to spend more than we 

contribute as a community. The Board has an 
excellent handle on the community expenses 
and has these pared down with impeccable 
responsibility. And yet, the work to be done 
beacons us to consider ways to bring increased 
Time, Talent and or Treasure [“The Three T’s”] for 
improving our finances and enhancing each of our 
experiences at Mishkan.
     Without these additional resources, our 
expenses will dislodge us from our building. 
The Board and others have worked tirelessly to 
increase such participation and more is required 
from each of us. This is an invitation to step deeper 
into the Covenant with your time and talent to 
treasure and experience the satisfaction of deeper 
participation.
     I feel the obligation and the inspiration and 
the joy to continue to help sustain our precious 
Mishkan. I leave this role not with the usual 
burnout associated with it in so many synagogues, 
but with increasing  passion and gratitude for 
Mishkan. We are caretakers of the Jewish spiritual 
lineage for generations yet to come. I hope that 
each of us is aware of the needs of the community 
and will be inspired to contribute more of the 
resources required to meet our modest expenses 
in the years ahead.
     We know it is precious, this our Mishkan. It is 
upon us to sustain it, to pass it forward so that 
Mishkan  Shalom can continue to contribute to 
the nourishment of our souls, to the repair of the 
world, which after all, is at the core of the shared 
vision that brings us together in this covenant. Keyn 
Yehi Ratzon!

    With love and gratitude- 
    David

    610.405.8257
    piverlaw@aol.com
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A Way In

The psalmist sings: I give thanks with all 
my heart.  I bow in the Holy Temple and 
give thanks for love, generosity and truth. 
       - Psalm 138:1-2

     As we come to this moment in the year,  I pause 
and give thanks with all my heart.  I give thanks for 
the generous, loving leadership that has held and 
guided our community.  I give thanks to those who 
will continue to lead and to those who are stepping 
aside and making way for others.

     To Rabbi Shawn, who leads with such care, 
devotion, determination and heart felt love.
It is such a blessing to be on this journey with him 
and to witness how much of his heart and soul he 
pours into his holy service.  What is so beautiful 
and wondrous is that Rabbi Shawn cares about each 
and every person in this community—all his work, 
efforts, time and energy rises from a foundation of 
caring and believing so deeply in each individual and 
believing in and loving who we are as a collective. 
Rabbi Shawn brings this caring combined with great 
vision and skill to all his work.  We are so blessed to 
have him as our rabbi.  And we are so blessed he will 
continue to lead us.

     I give thanks for David Piver who, during a very 
rocky time, stepped up as President and, with love, 
devotion and expansive vision, guided us to new 
shores.  With gentleness and great strength David 
has called us to grow, change and become.  His love 

for this community pours forth from him and his 
generosity and deep devotion have brought us to 
this moment.  Like the singer of the psalm, I bow 
in thanks for his service as he makes way for Ellen 
Tichenor to become our new President.  And such 
blessings and thanks to Ellen.

     And great thanks to Doron Henkin, who, with 
grace, patience, devotion and care, has been our 
treasurer.  Doron works quietly, steadily and calmly.  
We may not been be aware of all he has done to 
steady and hold the congregation and guide us 
forward.  Doron has given so much time and energy 
to this community he so loves.  I give thanks with all 
my heart for his many years of service.

     And to all Board members who serve this 
holy community, and committee members and 
committees chairs.  To Rivka, Maria, Gari, Julie, Gabby 
and all who serve our students and members.  And 
to all our members, I am so grateful to you and I am 
so grateful to be part of this community.
     As the psalmist sings:  I give thanks for your 
presence and for inspiring me with courage and strength. 
Psalm 138:3
     May we go forward with courage, may we inspire 
each other’s strength and love and together may we 
continue to bring forth blessings that nurture our 
souls and guide us in bringing healing and love to all 
we touch.

     Much love and gratitude. 
     Shalom, Rabbi Yael

by Rabbi Yael Levy

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Gene Bishop, Anndee Hochman, Rivka Jarosh,
 Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, David Piver,

 Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell, Ellen Tichenor and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
Dear All,
         Another Mishkan congregational school year 
has come to a close.  We had several new families 
that jumped in with two feet to help and went to all 
the school special events. Eliza Ruder offered help 
to teachers with solving students’ learning problems. 
She will continue to do that next year. 
         We had many assemblies about Vav 
consciousness, holidays and just gatherings for 
being part of a community. We had Tu B’shvat Seders 
and a Passover Model Seder.  We had art projects, 
projects concerning the Holocaust and Israel. Most 
of all we had solid learning that seemed to be fun.  
We even had a field trip to the Penn Museum to 
see their exhibit of artifacts from biblical times. We 
had a successful Mishkanathon, where we raised 
our money goals.  With Lisa Moss’s and Sharon 
Gornstein’s leadership, we had a successful Flea 
Market. 
        Every class worked hard on its curriculum. 
There was evidence of learning all over our walls. 
We shared our building well with our renters from 
Bridgeway and the City Light Church. It was great to 
see many children in our hallways. 
        Next year there will be some changes. We will 
have three days where we will meet on Shabbat, and 
not on Sunday.  There has always been a wish to find 
ways to bring our students to synagogue to live out part 
of Shabbat. The community had a few discussions 
about it but then agreed to three times to try it. 
Shabbat, December 10, we will do special activities 
that will lead to joining the congregation for Human 
Rights Day. We will be there on January 14, 2017, for 
Martin Luther King weekend to honor civil rights. 
We will be celebrating together on February 11, 
2017, our holiday of Tu B’shvat. The Shabbat school 

idea is one that will bring people in on Shabbat to 
be part of the bigger community in a more defined 
way. We will continue to ask our families to come to 
services and have our students help lead at least two 
more times as we have this year. 

       Most of all I want to thank the teachers for 
their dedication. All the teachers but one are 
Mishkan members and can be seen doing other 
things in the building with the teen group or at 
services and other social activities. I had teachers 
doing things beyond their jobs all the time without 
any resentment. We are so lucky to have such a 
devoted staff.
        I want to thank the students who come 
joyfully, without resentment, and try to learn all 
they can. Their questions are amazing and they learn 
everything with a full and loving attitude.
       Finally, I want to thank the parents who help 
at the snack stand, bring in snacks for the classes, 
car pool to events and support the school program 
in all ways. I want to especially thank my Education 
Committee, who helped make decisions on school 
programs and curriculum. Keely Newman, the 
Education Committee Chair, was wonderful to work 
with. 
     I will be working for the summer to update 
goals and tweak curriculum. There will be more field 
trips and projects.  We will begin again on Sunday, 
September 18. If you know of families that want to 
start their children in our congregational school, 
please send them our way.
      Have a great and healthy summer.  And thank 
you for all your support.

     Rivka Jarosh
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by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
Maya Waldstreicher
June 25

     Maya never asked, “Why do I have to go to 
Hebrew School?” It was simply a given, starting in 
first grade. “I remember doing projects with the 
Hebrew alphabet, which I never memorized,” she 
says.
     Her family left Mishkan for two years when her 
mother was teaching in Gettysburg; by the time they 
returned, when Maya was in fourth grade, her bat 
mitzvah was on the horizon.
     “My cousins on my dad’s side all had bar or bat 
mitzvahs. Every summer, we would end up flying 
across America to see them in California or Arizona. 
It seemed kind of easy until I actually watched. I’m 
good at talking in front of people. I like to be the 
center of attention, and I can memorize things well, 
too. But having to memorize everything and read 
Hebrew without any vowels…”
     Trop was difficult in the beginning; diligent 
practice paid off. And her Torah portion, Beha’alotecha 
(Num. 8:1-12:16), piqued her interest and curiosity.
     “They’re coming from the land of Egypt: Moses 
and all his followers and colleagues. At some point, 
they stop in this forest; it’s weird that a forest would 
come after the desert. Moses marries a Kushite 
woman,” and Miriam and Aaron object to that, she 
explains.

     “It’s ancient times, and the world is not used to 
inter-racial marriage. But I’m the product of inter-
racial marriage! Miriam and Aaron say some things 
that are kind of insulting, and God punishes them —
but really, he only punishes Miriam. She walks outside 

camp, there’s a lightning bolt, and she has white 
scales on her skin. Leprosy.
     “It’s like karma, that you should get punished if 
you did something wrong. But that punishment didn’t 
really make sense. It wasn’t relevant. And nothing 
physical happened to Aaron. They both should have 
been punished equally.”
     Maya’s comfortable with the limelight—she’s 
performed in plays, danced hip-hop and ballet 
and spoken in front of large groups. She loves to 
read, watch movies and television comedies; she’s 
designed her own fashion line.

     “I like hip-hop because you can express your 
creativity more. Ballet is so very strict and uniform. I 
would also like to be a comedian because I do like to 
make people laugh. I like to see people smile.”
     She values the diversity of Bala Cynwyd Middle 
School and the warmth of Mishkan. “I like how easy 
it is to make jokes whenever you want. Also, how 
easy it is to make friends at Mishkan.” And she a few 
nuggets of hard-won wisdom to pass to future b’nai 
mitzvah:

     “My birthday was in September. But my bat 
mitzvah was moved to the end of the year. Some 
people think that’s a good thing because I have all 
this time to relax. But it’s also a bad thing, because 
every week someone will remind me it’s coming and 
in how many days.
     “Even though you might be annoyed by having to 
practice over and over, you can never give up or quit. 
I think my parents will be proud of me. I’d like to 
make them proud.”

 Yael, and our amazing staff - Gari, Rivka, Maria, Mr. 
Charles, Gabby, Julia, Brian, Sharon, Maralin, Matt and 
Karen;  to all our amazing teachers; and to the many 
lay volunteers for your partnership and trust in me 
as we enter a new cycle together.    
     What a remarkable journey we have shared 
together, and I am filled with hope and determination 
for the future ahead of us. In the coming year, we will 

explore the radical Judaism we inherited and 
continue to shape, and determine our collective 
place in the evolving religious civilization of the 
Jewish people.  I look forward to seeing you at 
Shabbat Under the Stars in the months ahead and 
other events and wish you the best for a kayitz tov - 
a good summer!

Rabbi’s Letter (continued from page 2)

https://mishkan.org/rabbishawn/blog/from-egypt-to-sinai-becoming-a-people
https://mishkan.org/rabbishawn/blog/from-egypt-to-sinai-becoming-a-people
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by Sharon Rhode

Summer is Upon Us:
Time for Reading, 
Relaxing and
Planning Ahead

Send Your Suggestions for One 
Book Mishkan

Our Library Committee is deep into 
explorations for next year’s One Book Mishkan 
selection. We’d love to hear your thoughts on 
what we should read together next year. Send 
titles of specific books, or a topic for us to 
explore, to library@mishkan.org. We can’t wait 
to hear your ideas!

Think About Joining a Great 
Team…the Library Committee!

We plan a year-long program series and work 
to maintain and enhance our fine collection. 
We meet once monthly in fair weather and 
virtually during the winter months. All members 
are welcome to join us and see if our great 
committee is a good fit for you. To discuss your 
interest in the committee, write Lillian Sigal, 
Chair, at library@mishkan.org.

A Good Book and Time to Savor 
It…What Could Be Better?

So many good books and, hopefully, summertime 
will offer some free time to read them! Our 
shelves are bursting with excellent selections. 
Stop by the Library this summer – it’s open 
whenever the building is.

Take time to browse and take home some fine 
reading or audio material. Best to check with 
the office to be sure nothing’s scheduled when 
you plan to come. Just be sure the lights and 
A/C are OFF when you leave!

To learn more about the Library and One Book 
Mishkan visit our Library page at:
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-
committee. 

See you in the Library!!



Library

mailto:library@mishkan.org
mailto:library@mishkan.org
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee


Yad l’Yad Recipients by Anndee Hochman

Sharon Gornstein
     Sharon’s trajectory through Mishkan is largely a story of 
following.
    First, she traced the footsteps of a good friend whose 
daughter started Gan a year before Sharon’s oldest; she’d been 
following Mishkan’s development via e-mail from the earliest 
days but hadn’t felt quite ready for a permanent Jewish home.
    Years later, she followed her instinct to speak up—overriding 
her customary shyness—when the community was in turmoil 
over the prospect of purchasing a building. Though stepping 
forward at a meeting made her tremble, she wanted to remind 
the community that Mishkan’s center was ideological, not 
geographical; far-flung members, she believed, would come to a 
building in Roxborough.
    Sharon served on the education committee for several years 
when her children were young. “Then, after that, I went back 
into my follower role for a long time,” she recalls, “until we were 
in deep trouble—until that meeting when the entire board 
resigned except for one person. They asked for volunteers who 
might be interested in going on the board.
    “If you’re making a choice about where to be, nothing’s going 
to be perfect. It was pretty clear on that day that we’d lost 
leaders, and it was time to step into a vacuum.” Sharon served 
as secretary for three years and stepped down last July.
    Sharon, an attorney specializing in social security disability, 
was initially drawn by Mishkan’s blend of tradition and 
tikkun olam. She grew up in a Conservative synagogue where 
traditional gender roles prevailed—her brothers’ b’nai mitzvah 
were a given, while she had a choice, and chose no—but she 
always loved services and the niggunim her father would 
sometimes sing.
    Brian Walt was Mishkan’s rabbi then. “Every time I went to 
a service of his, I would come away thinking, ‘I never thought 
about it that way.’ He would say, ‘Here’s why we do this 
blessing.’ It was like I was back in elementary school, learning 
again what the service was all about.”
    As Mishkan grew, tension developed between b’nai mitzvah 
families and some regular Shabbat davenners who felt 
Mishkan’s services were being hijacked by frequent, kid-focused 
ceremonies; as the education committee’s representative to an 
ad hoc group formed to resolve that issue, Sharon waded into 
an arena of highly charged feelings. “There was a lot of angst. 
The question was: How to resolve this in a way that everyone 
could live with?”

8

    That experience—and all her work at Mishkan—
underscored the importance of Judaism and community 
in Sharon’s life. And then, when people she didn’t even 
know came to the shiva minyanim for both her parents, 
she realized that “not many synagogues have that sense 
of feeling responsible for each other. I think it’s pretty 
incredible.
    “The other thing I learned is that if you push yourself into 
a leadership role, it’s amazing how much more connected 
you feel. Going to a program or services occasionally 
doesn’t do it.”
    Even after 14 years in the building, Sharon feels a ripple 
of awe when she enters the sanctuary. “It’s my definition 
of a mishkan. You can picture the trees those beams 
came from.” She remembers the triumphant day when 
congregants marched the Torahs from Chestnut Hill United 
Methodist Church to Roxborough.
    And after 24 years in the congregation, Sharon has stuck 
with Mishkan because her impulse to follow is as strong as 
her desire to fight for something worthwhile. “I don’t give 
up very easily,” she says, so when Mishkan’s future seemed 
fuzzy, “I was willing to have a leap of faith that said, ‘This is 
worth saving.’ I thought we had to act in a way that would 
bring the synagogue together.” 

Keely Newman
In the end, it was Keely’s daughter who 
chose Mishkan.     The family had shul-
hopped for a while, attending Friday 
night services and holiday events 
at Mishkan and sending Talia, their 
oldest, to day care at Germantown 
Jewish Centre. But after a fire at GJC 
displaced the program to Mishkan for 
a few weeks, Talia was hooked.    “She 
just loved it—the building, the atmosphere. She loved running 
up and down that hall. It was a great decision for us as a family. 
Mishkan is a space that’s welcoming, and there’s room to do 
a lot. I’m used to a place that needs everybody to roll up their 
sleeves and have a good time together getting stuff done.”    
Even as visitors, Keely and her husband, Steve, had navigated 
some of Mishkan’s more treacherous moments, following 
founding Rabbi Brian Walt’s departure. It took a long time, she 
said, for people to welcome and greet them at services. And 
the community was financially unstable.    “The board was 
trying to get a fundraising committee together, and I dove in. 
I didn’t want to see this community we’d come to love fold 
up or flounder around.” The 2012 auction, which Keely helped 
chair, raised about $30,000.    “I learned how to run an event 
with zero money. I learned not to say no to donation items.

(continued next page)



Keely  (continued from previous page)

I learned  how important it  was to get along well together.” 
To foster connection among members of the auction 
committee, Keely hosted the group for dinner at her 
home. And when auction night arrived, she was stunned at 
members’ generosity. “Everybody brought these platters of 
food and put them on the table, and it became a party.”
    The experience also underscored the importance of 
fundraising. “If you don’t have money, you can’t do the 
other intellectual, creative and amazing things a community 
needs to do.” Keely chaired successive auctions in 2013 and 
2014 and helped plan the auction that accompanied last 
month’s fundraising concert.
    Keely’s enthusiasm for fundraising dates back to her 
post-college service as a VISTA volunteer, when a seasoned 
consultant from New Orleans challenged her to include 
everyone—even the clients of a small non-profit—in 
development efforts. “We helped homeless women with 
children, and we were doing a Mother’s Day brunch. She 
said, ‘Why are your clients not on your list? They can’t pay 
the full price, but they should be there and feel like they 
contributed something. To not be asked means we don’t 

think you’re capable.’”
    This year, Keely is chairing the Education Committee, 
where the emphasis has been on inclusion. “We talk about 
the diversity of our community, but people with special 
needs are not very visible on our website or in the school,” 
she says. The Board recently approved a part-time specialist 
to support Hebrew School teachers in working with 
students who have special needs or learning differences.
    Talia is now 10; Keely’s son, Sasha, is 6. “I want to help 
them and be involved in part of Mishkan that they’re 
involved in.” Besides, between parenting and running the 
Writing Program at Chestnut Hill College, “I really can’t go 
to a bunch of nighttime meetings.”
    Her prized Mishkan moments include times when 
different strands of the community come together: on the 
bimah at High Holidays, under the sukkah or when tile artist 
Karen Singer did a project with Talia’s class.
    “Mishkan is all the things we say on the website: welcome, 
diverse, energetic, creative. We became members at a very 
difficult time. We struggled a lot. But we were determined 
to stay because there was so much the community had to 
offer.”

9

Lisagail Zeitlin
 Even though Lisagail didn’t know 
anyone at the High Holiday service 
eight years ago, even though she sat 
in the sanctuary at The Haverford 
School, watching as members 
and guests hugged and greeted 
one another, she felt inexplicably 
welcomed and included.
 “When I first moved back to 

Philadelphia [from Seattle], everyone said, “Oh, you have to 
go to Mishkan; it’s perfect for you.” The High Holidays came 
around…I looked on the Internet and found that Mishkan 
had ticketless services.”
 Lisagail loved Mishkan’s multi-generational 
population; she was drawn to Rabbi Linda Holtzman, 
then the congregation’s leader. By Sukkot, she’d become a 
member.  
 She stepped in slowly—first with a class on the 
Megillot, then by joining the Spiritual Life Committee. 
“Everybody belongs to Mishkan for a different reason. I 
came to have a prayer community. I immediately was a 
service-goer, and I still am.”
 Lisagail also joined the Board during what turned 
out to be Rabbi Linda’s last year; she was the only Board 
member to remain in her post through the transition to 
Rabbi Shawn’s leadership. “That was a hard time,” she recalls. 
“It was a two-year term, and you fulfill your obligations. 
That’s how I was raised. There was no part of 

me that considered resigning.”
 That kind of dedication runs in the family; Lisagail’s 
mother served as a Board member and a Trustee of Har 
Zion Temple in Penn Valley—at least, until she came out 
and could no longer abide the Conservative movement’s 
slowness to fully include LGBT people. Lisagail’s sister is on 
the Board of her Atlanta synagogue and her brother does 
the same at Main Line Reform.
 Still, it took five years for her to fully appreciate 
what it meant to belong to Mishkan. “I was at the auction 
during the year of transition [to Rabbi Shawn’s leadership], 
and it was sparsely attended. I knew everybody who walked 
in the door. I realized that night that the synagogue is a 
community of people; it isn’t one rabbi. We had a place to 
be together and express our religious needs. What I learned 
was that the community was the most valuable part for 
me.”
 After Lisagail’s mother passed away just before 
High Holidays in 2015, she understood another dimension 
of that community. “I asked my partner if she would host 
shiva one night for my mom. More than 60 people showed 
up at her house. It wasn’t just that—it was all the e-mails, 
all the cards, so many people who contacted me…It was an 
incredible safety net that I didn’t realize I could call on. It 
was my only crisis, and Mishkan showed up for me.”
 Lisagail currently co-chairs Mishkan’s POWER 
Committee and helps to organize Weekend in the Woods, 
the congregation’s annual retreat. As a professor—she now 
teaches development officers at the University of 
                                 (continued on page 12)
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By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov

We extend a hearty mazel tov to graduating high 
school seniors from Mishkan and wish them good 
fortunes on their college journeys. Hannah Borroff 
will be attending Warren Wilson College after a gap 
year in Israel,  Cassady Doherty will be attending 
Pennsylvania State University, and Eliana Lopez will 
be attending the University of Maryland.

We also extend a joyous mazel tov to Maya 
Waldstreicher and her family as she becomes a 
bat mitzvah this month and to Judy Kleppel who 
will be called to the Torah for a second bat mitzvah, 
celebrating this occasion in her adult life. 

Finally another hearty mazel tov to Marc and Peggy 
Jacobs and their son Matthew and his wife Karpa 
on the birth of their grandchild/child, Vannakam 
SaiDaniel Bulman (hereafter known as SaiDan) who
was born on March 10.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members  
Erica Eisenberg,  Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire 
Needleman, Bill Grey, Robin Berenholz, Bernice 
Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, 
Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Dana Leavitt  Derorah Michal bat Simcha 
v’David,(daughter of Rabbi Simcha Zevit), Sarah 
Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra 
Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle 
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father 
of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), Lorna 
Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), Eva 
Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and mother-in-
law of Susan Windle), and Julie Post and Joseph Post 
(sister and father of Nancy Post), in our prayers as 
well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

HINENI--HERE I AM

 If you could use a little help because of illness, or 
joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member 
too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.
org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete 
support to members in need of short term help, 
including meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring
via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

G’milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan 

Shalom community learn about significant 

events in the lives of our members. In this 

way, we can reach out to one another in 

times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 

simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits
Max Schiffman-6/14-Sivan 27
 Father of Chiqui Somers 

Edith Casher-6/15-Sivan 28
 Mother of Andrea Casher 

Janice Rosenthal-6/15-Sivan 28
 Stepmother of Cindy Rosenthal 

Benno Goldschneider-6/16-Sivan 29
 Grandfather of Wendy Galson 

Thomas Punnett-6/18-Tammuz 1
 Uncle of Peter Handler 

Mary Breitman-6/19-Tammuz 2
 Mother of Barbara Breitman

Yetta Gold-6/22-Tammuz 5
 Mother-In-Law of Barbara Gold 

Albert Love-6/23-Tammuz 6
 Father of David Love 

Elayne Leventhal-6/24-Tammuz 7
 Sister of Bea Leopold 

Isadore Sborofsky-6/24-Tammuz 7
 Father of Sandy Sborofsky 

Morton Handler-6/28-Tammuz11
  Father of Peter Handler

Samuel Lieberman-6/28-Tammuz 11
  Father of Natalie Gorvine

Lydia Hanna-6/29-Tammuz12
Mother of Joyce Hanna

Sophia Blistein-6/1-Sivan 14
 Mother of Adam Blistein

Jack Saull-6/1-Sivan 14
 Uncle of Jill Saull 

Blair Harman-6/3-Sivan 16
 Brother of Libby Harman 

Sarah Bober-6/4-Sivan 17
 Mother of Gail Bober 

Pearl Silverman-6/4-Sivan 17
 Mother of Helene Feldman 

Anita Auerbach-6/8-Sivan 21
 Grandmother of Lisa Auerbach 

John Kershman-6/8-Sivan 21
 Father of Susan Kershman 

Yeva Schiffman-6/9-Sivan 22
 Mother of Chiqui Somers 

Minnie Shapiro-6/9-Sivan 22
 Mother of Howard Shapiro 

Milton Cobert-6/10-Sivan 23
 Grandfather of Jennifer Coburn 

Elaine Gordon-6/11-Sivan 24
 Mother of Scott Gordon 

Norman Horwitz-6/11-Sivan 24
 Father of Seth Horwitz 

Marta Kusic-6/11-Sivan 24
 Friend of Jude & Bill Lang 
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Friday, June 3 – 7:30 p.m. – Shabbat Service, with Julie Benioff

Saturday, June 4 – Behukotai –10:00 a.m. - A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Monday, June 6 – 7:00 p.m. - Rosh Hodesh Celebration 

Saturday, June 11 – B’Midbar – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Erev Shavuot: 6:30 p.m. – Erev Shavuot potluck; 8:00 p.m. – Erev Shavuot service followed by teaching
through dawn the next day at the home of Morechai Liebling and Lynne Iser

Sunday, June 12 – 5:30 a.m. – Shavuot Service

Friday, June 17 - 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service Under the Stars, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, June 18 – Naso - 10:00 a.m. – A Way in Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael; 5:00 p.m. – Minha 
Service; Judy Kleppel will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Saturday, June 25 – Behaalotecha – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Maya Waldstreicher will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

T’filot
Please join us for Torah Study each Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.

Lisagail  (continued from page 9)

Pennsylvania—POWER’s emphasis on fair education 
funding struck a chord.
 When she describes Mishkan to non-members, 
Lisagail uses words like “progressive,” “open,” “family-
friendly” and “socially responsible.” Her standout mo-
ments include citywide POWER events at which Mish-
kan’s contingent is present and B’nai Mitzvah services 
that offer a glimpse of the congregation’s next generation 
of leaders. “Having kids there and having a school is really 
important to me even though I don’t have children. I 
think that’s the future.”
    She also values Mishkan’s interfaith activism and 
treasures the comfort of each week’s gathering for 
Shabbat. “When I’m at services, it’s the safest landing I 
have for my week, every week, to be there and know I 
have this place.”

Shabbat morning Torah study at 9:30am, services at 10:30am 
every Saturday in July and August

Friday, July 29- 5:45pm Mishkan school reunion, open house for prospective 
members and 7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday Night, August 13- Tisha B’Av services- To Be Announced

COMING
THIS

SUMMER:


