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“We Refuse to be Enemies” 
Ali Abu Awwad Returns with 
Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger

Thursday, June 4
      5:00 p.m.

We welcome Ali Abu 
Awwad, Palestinian 
peace activist, and 
Zionist settler Rabbi 
Hannan Schlesinger, 
co-founders and coordinators of the Roots/
Judur/Shorshim initiative, from Israel and 
the West Bank. They will discuss their 
extraordinary friendship and partnership to 
promote nonviolence, activism, education 
and dialogue among Palestinians and Israelis 
on land owned by the Awwad family in the 
heart of Gush Etzion, beside the Palestinian 
town of Beit Ummar.

Their work is carried out through outreach, 
joint meetings, a women’s group, work with 
school children, engaging local leaders, a 
summer camp, language learning and cultural 
exchanges in the West Bank. 

This program is open to the public; all are 
welcome. Suggested donation: $10.00.

Ali Abu Awwad visited Mishkan Shalom in 
October 2014, and Rabbi Shawn Zevit met 
with him during his visit to Israel and the 
West Bank in November/December 2015.  

Please see our Israel webpage to read 
about Ali’s recent visit to Mishkan, Rabbi 
Shawn’s visit with Ali (in Rabbi Shawn’s 
“Israel TripLog”), and to learn about 
other recent Israel programs.

For more information about this program, 
please contact Lance Laver or Ellen 
Tichenor.

Invitation to A Ceremony: 

Honoring Three Members of Our 
Community With Yad L’Yad Awards!
Friday, June 5, 7:30 p.m.

By Sharon Gornstein

This year Mishkan Shalom 
will again honor three 
long-time members of 
the Mishkan Shalom 
community with the Yad 
L’Yad, an award given 
to recognize those whose contributions and service to Mishkan 
Shalom have helped to make our community stronger, more vibrant 
and a better place. Sometimes these accomplishments and service 
fly beneath the radar but are so important to our community.  On 
Friday, June 5, we will celebrate Margaret Berger Bradley’s 
tireless leadership of the Education Committee, Ariel Weiss’s 
compassionate communication of life cycle events to the community 
through Acts of Caring and Seth Kreimer’s years of selfless 
donation of time and wisdom to our community,  ranging from the 
small (e.g. helping with our recent rewrite of the Bylaws) to the 
grand (serving as President). 
  
“Margaret, Ariel and Seth are so deserving of recognition for their 
many contributions to our sacred community,” said President David 
Piver.  “Their volunteer activities over the years have enriched and 

strengthened 
the Mishkan 
community, and I 
hope will inspire 
others to get 
involved in making 
our community 
even more 
vibrant.”

The award is 
named for the 
hand-clasping-

(continued on pg. 9)
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by Rabbi Shawn ZevitLetter from the Rabbi
members of all ages and the vast array of reflective 
and song-filled spiritual moments, programs and 
organizing activities for justice, learning across our 
various ages and interest areas , artistic and creative 
explorations across the spectrum, school and family 
programming, and many more areas of member 
activity means I have to check our calendar to keep 
track of what is happening myself in our community.

We have had bumpy areas and will need to continue 
to address financial, growth, volunteer and adequate 
staffing challenges in the year ahead. We had 
struggles with our Teen Program this year, but at our 
recent new Teen subcommittee meeting composed 
of members of our education committee, staff 
members Rivka Jarosh, Julie Benioff, our new teen 
coordinator for next year, Julia Weekes and I, and this 
year’s teen leaders Talya Laver and Lila Sternberg-
Sher, and at a subsequent education committee 
meeting, we laid out the plans for next year with 
renewed hope and energy for 5776.  Our Shabbat 
experience has continued to deepen and expand 
with Rabbi Yael, Julie Benioff, Rivka Jarosh and Gabby 
Kaplan Meyer’s partnership in our Shabbat services 
and programs, and with Rabbi Simcha’s co-leadership 
our new Beit Shabbat- Pause and Refresh Your Soul on 
Shabbat afternoons, which had fifty individuals cycle 
through in our six meetings this year at our home 
was a welcomed addition.

As we enter the summer months, I want to thank 
our president David Piver, and Vice-President 
Ellen Tichenor for their leadership and tireless 
commitment to our community’s thriving, our 
executive committee, and especially Board members 
Steve Perkiss, Lynne Iser,  Andy Soloway,  John 
Schapiro, and Sharon Gornstein who are cycling 
off after guiding us through some of our most 
trying times. Committee chairs Anndee Hochman 
and Karen Smith, and High Holy Day volunteer 
coordinator Harriet Dichter are also stepping down 
from years of leadership in their respective areas and 
have contributed so much to our community. New 
leaders are on their way as you will vote on at our 
community meeting, and there are gaps yet to fill on 
the board and in program areas and committees. 

“For the sake of the Oneness of all Life, I stand 
here, ready in body and mind, to take upon myself 
the mitzvah, “You shall love your fellow human 
being as yourself (Lev. 19),” and may I love and be 
open to all people, beings and the earth itself- and 
by this merit may I live each day.” 

(Kavannah introduced by the Kabbalists of Sfat, 
to be said before formal prayer and adapted by 
Rabbi Shawn Zevit, 2015)

This year of SHMITA consciousness is moving into the 
last quarter of our Jewish year. The hit’o’rerut or self-
awakening we chant every Friday night as part of the 
beautiful mystical prayer “Lecha Dodi--welcoming 
the beloved,” has been one of our goals this past 
year.  Whether this was greater environmental 
consciousness and action, responding to racial, 
economic and social inequity, the heightened 
awareness of how each day counts during our 
counting of the Omer, or acting out of caring and 
compassion for the many of our members who 
have lost parents, siblings, partners, dear friends and 
heartbreakingly beloved children this past year, as 
well as those who have celebrated milestones, b’nai 
mitzvah, new love, new life, new jobs, and refuah 
shelemah--healing from physical, emotional and 
spiritual challenges.

As I reflect on the upcoming second anniversary 
this July of coming to lead and co-create with all of 
you the next stage of our shared journey in Jewish 
communal life, it sometimes feels as if a decade 
has been squeezed into a year. The revitalization 
of so many areas of our congregational activities, 
the ongoing return of former members and new 
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Letter from the President by David Piver

resources to the building of our Mishkan - giving 
more money, time or other resources to supporting 
Mishkan. Second, it means bringing potential new 
members to Mishkan and helping them feel Mishkan 
is a welcoming, spiritual home that can nourish 
progressive, inclusive, diverse, spiritual and socially 
active Reconstructionist Jewish growth. These two 
streams of financial resources are ours to utilize for 
the betterment of our synagogue’s financial stability 
and wellbeing.

In the year ahead, I hope that each of us will 
find this undertaking sufficiently meaningful to 
prioritize. I believe that it is a path to finding deeper 
meaning, fulfillment and responsibility as a Jew.
This undertaking is bigger than each of us, bigger 
than Mishkan, bigger than the Reconstructionist 
movement. It is for ourselves, our children, our 
grandchildren and the generations on whose 
shoulders we stand, that we are moved to this 
calling. 

Shema YIsrael, Listen Israel.... it is incumbent upon 
us to heed the sacred call Shema Yisrael, to lift up 
the sacred teachings of our tradition and repair the 
world together; to strengthen our Mishkan’s future, 
to grow and bring in and bring back members to this 
sacred calling.  Keyn Yehi Ratzon.

In closing, a special thanks to the outgoing and 
former Board members Sharon,  Andy,  John, Steve 
P., Karen and Steve J. It has been a blessing to serve 
with you and thank you, thank you, thank you for all 
that you have done for our community! Who will be 
next to step in and serve?

 With Love - 
 David

Looking Forward, Looking Within

The year ahead will be a big year for our Mishkan! 
We have had a strong year of growth as a 
community including so many exceptional activities 
and events. I look back over the calendar and can 
hardly believe that a community of 200 households 
could produce so much nourishment for our souls 
and those of the Philadelphia community. Indeed, 
under the leadership of Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi 
Yael, of Rivka, Gabby, Rabbi Julie, Maria, and our 
exceptional teaching staff and building care staff, we 
have created an oasis of spiritual nourishment for 
ourselves and others. Dyanu!

The year ahead will be the fourth and final year I will 
be blessed to be of service to our sacred community. 
I am deeply grateful for the opportunities I have 
had to work with so many exceptional members 
and staff.  I am most excited about this year ahead, 
but know that there is one goal that must still be 
reached in order for me to feel that I have been 
successful in my commitment to those who have 
entrusted me with this sacred privilege of leadership. 

The goal still left to attain is the financial well being 
of our community. Despite our improved financial 
conditions over the past three years, including 
substantial increases in rent, an increased level of 
self-assessed dues, and our Sanctifying the Sanctuary 
campaign (which you can still contribute to!) we still 
face challenges.  To reach financial viability and sustain 
our Mishkan, the year ahead requires additional 
revenues. That is bottom line.

I have always talked about abundance and prosperity; 
it is in my DNA and world view that the world is an 
abundant place.  It is abundant and vibrant and ours 
to tap into for Tikkun Olam. The abundance is there 
for us to consciously direct into works of loving 
kindness and healing.  Mishkan Shalom is a sanctuary 
for such works.

We have this golden opportunity to strengthen 
the financial condition of our Mishkan. There are 
two mutually intertwined ways I see that we, all 
of us together, will accomplish this goal. First, it 
means committing more of our own personal 

Final Community Meeting 
& Dinner

June 17, 6:00 p.m.

Join us for our final meeting of the year. We 
will honor our Board, share plans for 5776 and 
vote for open Board positions. Hope to see you 
there!
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by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness

May we make an effort to name these gifts and offer 
our thanks to each other.  As our minds wander 
into fear or anxiety may we continue to return our 
attention to gratitude, not to deny the challenges, 
but to soften our hearts so we can be present in the 
moment and see our way forward.

May we remember we live in relationship with all 
life: There is nothing we ever do alone.  Everything 
we do connects us to someone and something 
else. This life was designed for teamwork, for group 
effort, for community.  May we make a commitment 
to live in reverent relationship with each other and 
all creation, inspiring each other to bring our best 
selves forward for healing and peace.

May we find the willingness, strength and humility 
to ask for help in times of trouble and let ourselves 
be guided: May we remember there is no shame in 
asking for help--asking for help is an offering. It opens 
us to connection.  Asking for helps opens us to love.

And may we be guided.  May we open to the 
wisdom and guidance that is within our own hearts, 
the wisdom and guidance that comes to us from 
each other, from our rituals and traditions and the 
wisdom and guidance that comes to us from the 
Divine presence that fills all creation.  
 
May the summer bring renewal and rest. 
And may we go forward in good health with strength 
and love.

Much Blessing. Shalom, 
Rabbi Yael
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Dear Friends,

Coming to the end of this calendar year I am filled 
with so much gratitude.  So much gratitude for Rabbi 
Shawn who is such a generous friend and colleague 
and who leads our community with a compassionate, 
listening, attentive heart and so much skill.

I am appreciative of our fantastic staff—partners 
who care so deeply and who are so ready with their 
wisdom, insight and humor.  I give thanks for our 
board and chairs of committees and all our leaders 
who with love and devotion lift up, guide and do 
the holy work of our community.  And to all of us 
walking this journey together, I am so grateful.

I go into this time in the Jewish cycle after the 
counting of the omer and the festival of Shavuot 
listening to the calls from Psalm 50.  In this psalm 
we hear the Mystery, the Divine, the very Essence of 
Life, say to us, this is what I ask of you: 

Cultivate gratitude. 
Make a vow to live in relationship with all life. 
Ask for help in times of trouble and let yourself be    
guided.
Through this, the Mystery says, you honor the 
One. 
Through this, the Mystery calls, you bring the 
Divine to dwell.  
     - Psalm 50:14-15

This psalm inspires my prayer as we go into the 
summer and then prepare for a new year together:

May we cultivate gratitude: May we be aware of the 
blessings and gifts we have experienced together.  
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tests with less-
than-stellar 
results and then 
a rigorous study 
plan, 45 minutes 
a day with a thick 
test-prep book. 
“It was very, very 
challenging. At 
some points, I 
thought it was 
too much,” Judah 
says. “But the 
second time [I 
took the test], 
I rocked it.” He began as a sixth-grader at The 
Haverford School last fall.

“I really do love it. People know me for exactly who 
I am. All the hard effort was definitely worth it. That 
shows you can’t give up in some situations.”
On the cusp of his Bar Mitzvah, Judah is both a 
learner and a teacher. For his tikkun olam project, 
he’s been a teen helper with Gan-Aleph students. 
“That’s been a journey of its own. I like working with 
younger kids; it’s fun to reflect on how I thought of 
the world at that age.” At the same time, he’s gaining 
confidence and skills—such as learning the most 
efficient way to cut an avocado.

Judah believes that fate can sometimes be cruel. He 
considers his friends a gift. He likes the Buddhist 
concept of reincarnation—“the thought that you’re 
given a chance to have a different life.” He’s excited 
about chanting from the Torah, about learning 
acoustic and electric guitar this summer, about 
returning to school—the next chapter of his open-
minded journey—in the fall. “I have a lot to look 
forward to,” he says.

Judah Weekes
June 6

Judah worried that he hadn’t learned enough.
Even though he’d attended Mishkan’s Hebrew School 
since first grade, even though his mom, Julia, taught 
the Gimel class, he wasn’t sure he’d acquired the 
knowledge and skills he needed to mark his Bar 
Mitzvah. 

“But at the beginning of this year, I started to put 
together what I’d been learning over the years,” 
Judah says. “I started paying more attention in class.” 
Methodical practice—starting with the most basic 
melody and singing it until he got “into the zone”—
helped him learn trop.

His parasha, Behaalotekha (Num. 8:1-12:16) 
challenged him to think about fate, God’s 
temperament and second chances. “It takes place a 
little after the first Passover; it’s about how some 
people had missed the sacrifice they were supposed 
to make. They were worried that they’d get in 
trouble about that. God gave them a second chance.
“As they’ve been moving [through the desert], 
there’s been a cloud to show them when to go 
and when to stop. That cloud is a guide—another 
generous act of God. In the past, God has been a 
bit cruel. During the escape from Egypt, the plagues 
were pretty brutal. I guess God can be forgiving 
sometimes.”

Those verses made Judah ponder his own guides 
and second chances, the dance of effort and destiny. 
“Sometimes I feel like I have some sort of guide 
to help me through,” he says. Recently, he found 
support—from his parents, friends and teachers—as 
he worked to gain admission to private school.
That required a summer of essay-writing, a battery 
of campus visits, an initial round of standardized 

by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvot
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Mishkan’s overall mission and its congregational 
school. “We still have work to do on that front,” 
Margaret says. “That’s been my chief priority—to 
make those connections.” In contrast to her work 
as COO, where decision-making was swift and 
linear, serving at Mishkan “taught me patience in 
the process.” 

Two years ago, a change in Margaret’s professional 
life gave her a bit more time to devote to the 
synagogue; she now runs the Goldman Sachs 
10,000 Small Businesses program at Community 
College of Philadelphia. At the same time, the 
B’nai Mitzvah of her sons stood out as exemplars 
of Mishkan’s approach to young people and their 
learning.

“It isn’t a plug-and-play where a kid figures into a 
service already in progress; it’s a chance for a child 
to figure out how he/she plays out as a leader. 
With all these young people, I’ve loved to see and 
celebrate who they’re becoming.”

Now that Jacob and Noah are 15 and 13, Margaret 
is facing a crossroads of her own: She’s stepping 
down from the education committee and figuring 
out where she’ll devote her energy. “If I’m not just 
here to shmear the bagels or pull out shrubbery, 
what is my next chapter at Mishkan? How do we 
start thinking about what we will continue to be, 
both as models for our kids and for what we want? 
It’s an exciting next prospect.”

Ariel Weiss
When Ariel Weiss’s mother died in 1992, another 
Mishkan member called her with condolences. 
“Did you call Rabbi Brian?” the friend wondered.

“I said, ‘Why would I do that?’” Ariel recalls. “I had 
no idea why someone would call the rabbi. I had 
no idea about a shiva service. I didn’t think the 
Mishkan community would need to know or would 
want to come support me.”

by Anndee Hochman

Margaret Berger Bradley

The kids were her way in.

Margaret Berger Bradley and her family—husband 
David Bradley and sons Jacob and Noah—joined 
Mishkan along with a handful of families with 
whom they’d shared Jewish holidays and child-
rearing milestones.

The kids were old enough for Hebrew School. 
It was time. “Mishkan worked for the dynamics 
of our family—a Reform Jew and a man raised 
Catholic who was very engaged in the world. It felt 
like an easy fit. And there were so many people I 
thought I’d like to have as part of my community, 
to be role models for my kids.”

For a while, she served as class parent and “the 
person who did the run for bagels and shmears.” 
She helped out with school-related projects, fitting 
that volunteer time into her busy work life as chief 
operating officer of the Reinvestment Fund, which 
finances neighborhood revitalization.

Five years ago, she joined the Education 
Committee; three years ago, she became its chair. 
Margaret parses those years into distinct missions. 
“First, it was a deliberate question: How do we 
support Rivka as a leader and define the role of an 
education committee?” In those years, the group 
focused more on building support structures than 
on pedagogy or curricula.

In the second phase, a time when Mishkan was 
shedding members and weathering crisis, the 
challenge shifted: “How could we continue to 
sustain the strength of Mishkan’s school at a time 
when it was hard to encourage people to join?”

Now that membership is growing once again, the 
committee is turning its attention to outreach and 
visibility, to underscoring the connection between 

Our 2015 Yad L’Yad Volunteer Award Recipients

The award is named for the hand-clasping-hand image on a tile created 
by long-time member Karen Singer, created for our first ark, which is 
still in use in our chapel.  
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three sessions for parents and teens with sexuality 
educator Al Vernacchio.

Now that her daughter, Emma, is 19,  just completing 
her first year at Bard College, Ariel has another 
project in mind: a Mishkan-sponsored Birthright trip 
to Israel. 

And she’s come full circle from the person who 
couldn’t imagine why she would want or need 
synagogue support during a personal crisis. When 
Ariel’s house burned down in 2011, congregants 
organized a “shower” to replace lost kitchen 
items. And four years before that, when Ariel had 
cancer, she received dozens of notes from Mishkan 
members—some she knew well and some she 
barely recognized.

“I posted my own Acts of Caring listing the night 
before I went in for surgery,” she says. “Then I had a 
huge wall plastered with get well cards. What I didn’t 
realize was this flood of people would be with me in 
thought and prayer.” 

Seth Kreimer

Seth describes himself as part of the “civil 
engineering team” that helped forge Mishkan’s 
foundations.

It was 1988, and Seth and his wife, Nancy Fuchs 
Kreimer, were among the group that spent the 
summer talking, arguing and hammering out a 
statement of principles for this new place, “an 
institution we could raise our kids in and that we 
would be proud of,” he says.

Seth helped draft Mishkan’s first bylaws—“for years, 

More than a decade later,  Ariel responded to 
an e-mail plea from longtime Acts of Caring 
coordinator Natalie Gorvine and became one 
of the people charged with connecting Mishkan 
members to one another in times of joy and need.

She said yes to the task partly because it worked 
logistically: the Acts of Caring phone tree had been 
replaced by an electronic listserv that was less time-
consuming to manage. “I live far away from Mishkan, 
and this required no meetings. But it was also 
something I care a lot about. The art of showing up is 
pretty high on my list.”

For a decade,  Ariel has been a liaison, sharing details 
about births and deaths, shiva minyanim and requests 
for prayers, among Mishkan’s rabbis, lay leadership 
and members. “The thing that’s touchy is that you’re 
dealing with people in the middle of a crisis,” Ariel 
says. “I actually think it’s one of the strongest aspects 
of our community. People are hugely appreciative 
and proud of our community networks, and Acts of 
Caring is a physical way to realize and facilitate that.”

Ariel found Mishkan, in the late 1980s, through 
members who were her Alexander Technique 
teachers. Services stunned her; unlike the 
Conservative shul in Montclair, New Jersey, where 
she’d grown up, Rabbi Brian Walt introduced prayers 
with a kavanah, or intention, and made explicit 
connections between ritual, text and action in the 
world.

Tot Shabbat affirmed her place in the circle. It also 
gave her an instant community of parents with young 
children, a cohort that remained close as the kids 
approached bar and bat mitzvah years.  At one point, 
Ariel brought in an artist to help the kids create 
one-of-a-kind tallitot; a few years later, she arranged 

Margaret Berger Bradley Seth KreimerAriel Weiss

(continued on page 9)
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Library Committee by Sharon Rhode
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Mishkaners is the story of how Rabbi Phyllis Berman 
reached out for help in feeding Rabbi Arthur when 
he was battling throat cancer and how she created a 
‘beloved community’ in the process.

Memory & Reconciliation: 
Recommendations from Fellow 
Members:

We Are Here: Memories of the Lithuanian Holocaust, 
by Ellen Cassedy

Thanks to Susan Schewel for recommending this 
award-winning work as a possible One Book 
Mishkan selection. A visit to Lithuania to study 
Yiddish becomes a personal journey leading to a 
groundbreaking exploration of how Jews and non-
Jews in Lithuania are confronting their Nazi and 
Soviet past. Bystanders, victims, collaborators, 
rescuers; memory, massacre and moral dilemmas; 
honoring our heritages without perpetuating past 
fears and hatreds…all this, and more, is brought to 
the reader in this important, insightful and hopeful 
work.

Contested Land, Contested Memory:
Israel’s Jews and Arabs and the Ghosts of 
Catastrophe, by Jo Roberts

Thanks to long-time Mishkan member Judy 
Goldschmidt who is sending us a copy of this    
       (continued on next page)

Summertime . . . and the Reading 
is Easy

So many good books and, hopefully, summertime will offer 
some free time to read them! Our shelves are bursting 
with excellent selections. Stop by the Library this summer 
– it’s open whenever the building is. Take time to browse 
and take home some fine reading or audio material. Best 
to check with the office to be sure nothing’s scheduled 
when you plan to come. Just be sure the lights and A/C 
are OFF when you leave! Here are some fine titles to get 
you started…

New Works by Mishkan Authors to 
Join the Collection:

My Book of Days, by Ronald Fischman (z”l)
In an interview about the inspiration behind this 
project, Ron said: “I used to serve God with my 
voice and my soul as a cantor. As a poet, my voice 
is channeled in a different way, but the soul that 
reaches out, thirsting for an authentic relationship 
with God as a hart for water. Last year, I promised 
my congregation that I would write a poem each day 
of the Days of Awe. That group inspired the rest of 
this collection.” Ron wrote about his children, God, 
gardens, the ocean, love and unfulfilled dreams.

In a bittersweet coda to a year in which our 
community lost Ron to a senseless and violent crime, 
we offer the community a glimpse into his heart and 
mind. Ron so looked forward to the publication of 
this collection, but did not live to see it. We invite 
you to read this collection of deeply spiritual poems.

Coaching for Caregivers: How to Reach Out 
Before You Burn Out, by Yosaif August
Many thanks to Mishkan member Yosaif August who 
donated a copy of his book and inscribed it to the 
community: “Please share this around to help people 
share the care.” 
 
The book presents concepts, tools, techniques 
and resources to help family caregivers get past 
the fog of overwhelm to clarify their needs, tap 
their strengths and identify past beliefs that may 
discourage them from reaching out for help…and 
some easy ways to do that. Of particular interest to 
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Yad L’Yad Ceremony
  (continued from page 1) 
hand image on a tile created by long-time member 
Karen Singer, created for our first ark, which is still in 
use in our chapel. 

The celebration will occur as part of our Friday 
night services on June 5, beginning with a potluck 
at  5:45 p.m.  President David Piver and the Board 
encourage all members to come together on June 
5 to show our appreciation for the invaluable and 
inspiring contributions made to our community by 
Margaret, Ariel and Seth.  Please bring a friend as 
well to see the quality of gratitude and appreciation 
we share in our community! 

(continued from page 7) 
I was the only person who read them,” he jokes—
and remembers a contentious talk with a female 
congregant who wanted the bylaws to ensure that 
50% of the board would be comprised of women. 
Seth resisted the quota. “I didn’t think we should 
tie ourselves to 50% on either side. And over the 
years, we rarely got up to 50% male representation. 
Culture trumps bylaws.”

In those early years, Seth recalls, Mishkan members 
struggled about how they would govern themselves. 
“There were growing excitements as we moved 
vwfrom a loosely formed group of like-minded 
individuals to an organization that could afford a 
full-time professional, later a couple of professionals. 
At the same time, the challenge was finding ways 
to assure ourselves that while we established the 
infrastructure, we wouldn’t forfeit the ideals.”

Then there were emotionally and logistically fraught 
moves—from a geographic center in the western 
suburbs, sharing space at Stratford Friends School, 
to another shared space at Chestnut Hill United 
Methodist Church. Again, Seth was in the thick of 
contention: helping frame financing possibilities 
for a building of our own and leading community 
discussions about whether we wanted to make an 
abandoned Roxborough felt factory our home.
He recalls “an infinite number of meetings” in 
congregants’ homes, followed by community 

discussions and ultimately a vote—173-11 in favor 
of buying the building. Though the process was 
sometimes bruising, Seth came away with a deep 
appreciation for Mishkan. “What struck me more 
than anything was the level of spirit, good will and 
talent the members of our community bring to the 
table.”

He served as the congregation’s vice president from 
1996-98, followed by a two-year stint as president 
and two more years on the executive committee. 
Since then, he’s worked on fundraising projects and 
helped chair turnaround meetings during the most 
recent rabbinic transition.

These are his standout Mishkan moments: High 
Holiday services immediately after the signing of 
the Oslo Accords in 1993, when “our political 
commitments seemed to align with the moral arc 
of the universe.” The day we dedicated the Freeland 
Avenue building. And Passover Seders at which his 
daughters learned the less-often-told stories of 
Nashon and Miriam, Shifra and Puah. 

Seth notes that Mishkan is now approaching its 
second generation. “The idea of keeping continuity 
with an institution that has meant so much to my 
family and me over time is really important. At this 
point, there are more people I share more with for a 
longer period of time at Mishkan than anywhere else 
in the world.” 

Library Committee
 (continued from previous page)
thought-provoking work from her home in British 
Columbia. Watch for Dr. Harold Gorvine’s upcoming 
review.

Join our Great Committee!
Readers, booklovers, lovers of libraries and those 
interested in deepening their knowledge of Jewish 
subject matter are all welcome to join our Library 
Committee as we begin our program planning for 
5776. To learn more about our Library and our One 
Book Mishkan program series, visit our Library page 
at: https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee 
or write us at library@mishkan.org. See you in the 
Library!!

Yad L’Yad Profiles        

mailto:library%40mishkan.org?subject=
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9. Learn the rules and responsibilities of having 
a driver’s license

10. When stopped by the police, to be able to 
keep their car and not be towed away for 
lack of a driver’s license

We are fighting for unmarked drivers licenses, 
meaning a license that looks the same as that of 
any Pennsylvania resident. Obtaining an unmarked 
drivers license is critical to getting to work and 
school without fear of deportation or having a car 
taken away. 

For more information, you can visit the NSM 
website: http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/index.php/
campaigns/driver-s-licenses-for-all

Below is a template you can use for your 
letter. When you’re done, email it to nicole@
sanctuaryphiladelphia.org.

If you have any questions, please contact me--
mvramberg@yahoo.com.

Drivers Licenses for All! – 
Write a Letter Supporting 
New Sanctuary Movement’s 
New Campaign
By Michael Ramberg

“You shall not put a stumbling block before 
the blind.” (Leviticus 19:14)

This law can be interpreted to prohibit doing 
anything to another person that makes it unavoidable 
that the person will come to harm. The impossibility 
of undocumented immigrants getting drivers licenses 
is, in this sense, “a stumbling block before the blind.” 
Most undocumented immigrants, like practically 
everyone else in our society, find it necessary to 
drive for work and family reasons, but in doing so 
they put themselves at great risk.

That’s why, over the course of an extensive listening 
campaign this past fall, Philadelphia immigrants 
identified access to drivers licenses as their top 
priority for improving their lives and made this 
NSM’s new campaign. We know it will be difficult and 
may take years but we know it is possible.

Please write a letter supporting the campaign!

These are the top 10 reasons why NSM members 
chose to join the fight for driver’s license for all. 
Individuals may:

1. Drive safely to and from work

2. Take their kids to school and run errands 
quickly as usually immigrants work long 
hours.

3. Drive free of fear

4. Follow the law by taking the test and getting  
access to car insurance.

5. Buy a new car

6. Have an ID that shows who they are

7. Feel free and unafraid to stay at a car 
accident scene and not flee due to fear of 
deportation

8. Decrease racial profiling by police

Date: ________________

Dear Representatives Keller and Taylor: 
As a person of faith and Pennsylvania resident, I am 
writing to ask for your support of Pennsylvania HB 1648 
which will provide driver’s licenses to all undocumented 
Pennsylvanians.
I support driver’s licenses for all because
______________________________________
I hope I can count on your support for this 
important legislation.

Sincerely,
__________________________________
Signature
__________________________________
Your Address

http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/index.php/campaigns/driver-s-licenses-for-all
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/index.php/campaigns/driver-s-licenses-for-all
mailto:nicole%40sanctuaryphiladelphia.org?subject=
mailto:nicole%40sanctuaryphiladelphia.org?subject=
mailto:mvramberg%40yahoo.com.?subject=
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Special Rosh Hodesh Tammuz Celebration With Taya Shere
Tuesday, June 16, 2015, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

All who bless the new moon in its proper time 
are as if they greet the face of the Shechinah. 
(Babylonian Talmud)
 

Tammuz honors the Nitivah (archetype) of Eim, 
the Mother who embodies the qualities of love 
and sustenance and represents the Divine Mother 
of the World. As this month comes within days of 
the Summer Solstice, the Mother is also a call to 
embrace the light of longest day of the year and 
cherish the increasing darkness. This year Tammuz 
also brings in the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.
 
We will review the challenges/blessings, the bitter 
and the sweet, of Sivan and welcome Tammuz with 
chant and ritual. We will enjoy the contemplative 
savoring of chocolate (and round fruit), sanctified by 
our own Blessing for Chocolate.
  
Guest teacher, Rav Kohenet Taya Shere, is co-
founder of the Kohenet Hebrew Priestess Institute, 
a transformative ritual arts and spiritual leadership 
training for women embracing the Goddess in a 
Jewish context.

Her chant CD’s in celebration of the sacred 
feminine, Wild Earth Shebrew, Halleluyah All Night 
and Torah Tantrika have been heralded as “cutting-

edge mystic 
medicine 
music” and rock 
devotional tribe 
world-wide. 

Check out her 
website at www.
holytaya.com.
Shere co-
authored Siddur 
HaKohanot: A 
Hebrew Priestess Prayerbook, which after four 
sold out printings, is newly available again, and The 
Hebrew Priestess: Ancient and New Visions of Jewish 
Women’s Spiritual Leadership, forthcoming from Ben 
Yehuda Press this summer. 

Free will offering invited (suggested donation $5-15) 

Although Rosh Hodesh has been traditionally a 
women’s practice, these gatherings explore aspects 
of the divine feminine (Shechinah) and are open to 
all who wish to explore their spiritual lives in this 
way.
 
Questions?  Wendy:  wrgalson@comcast.net, 
Shoshana: sbricklin@comcast.net, Susan: susan@
susanwindle.com

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, Shoshana Bricklin, Sharon Gornstein, Anndee Hochman,

Gabrielle Kaplan-Mayer, Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, 
David Piver, Michael Ramberg, Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell, and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

http://www.holytaya.com/
http://www.holytaya.com/
mailto:wrgalson@comcast.net
mailto:sbricklin@comcast.net
mailto:susan%40susanwindle.com?subject=
mailto:susan%40susanwindle.com?subject=
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Adult Ed/Lifelong Learning

By Anndee Hochman

Maybe you’ve Walked the Talk, reading the 
Wissahickon Forest as a seasonal text with Steve 
Jones. You learned to dance to “Cotton-Eyed Joe” or 
perfected your cha-cha slide. You explored crime and 
punishment in America, wrote your way through the 
weeks of the Omer and paused to refresh your soul 
on Shabbat afternoons with Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi 
Simcha.

As another year of Lifelong Learning draws to a 
close, our committee is in transition, seeking a new 
chair as I step down from a three-year stint and 
eager for new members to join Jennifer Coburn, 
Eileen Levinson, Eileen Abrams and Rabbi Shawn in 
planning a robust slate of classes, workshops, series 
and one-time events to feed body, mind and soul. If 
you’re interested, contact Rabbi Shawn. 

There’s one more great workshop coming your 
way soon: SoulCollage® with a Jewish Spin: 
Here Comes Summer! will take place Sunday, 
June 14, from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in the 
Social Hall. Details and registration info at www.
mishkan.org

Makhelat Michael 
cordially invites you to

Come To Our Singing Party!
Tuesday, June 16 at 7:00 p.m.

Members of 
Makhelat Michael, 
the Mishkan 
Community Choir, 
invite you to a 
singing party. The 
choir will provide a potluck dinner and sing 
together with anyone who might be interested in 
joining the choir in the Fall.  The event is at Nancy 
Post’s house at 616 West Upsal Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19119 on June 16 at 7:00 p.m.

The Mishkan Community Choir performs a variety 
of songs in English, Hebrew, Ladino, Yiddish and 
other languages. Its director is Miriam Davidson, 
who also leads the well-known women’s choir 
Anna Crusis.

Our member Hao-li, a soprano, will be organizing 
the event, and her email is tai_loh@msn.com.  
Contact her with your questions. Come for a great 
evening and give singing a try!

mailto:tai_loh%40msn.com?subject=
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Thank these people- and others I may 
have not been sensitive to mention- when 
you see them! Hoda’ah- gratitude is an 
ancient and core Jewish practice!
I look forward to seeing you in the weeks ahead 
inside our Mishkan or under heaven’s canopy 

at Shabbat under the Stars. Either way, I welcome the 
ongoing opportunity to meet with you over the 
summer if your time allows and continue to listen 
to,  guide and accompany you individually and all of 
us collectively on our Jewish journey.  We who are 
Mishkan Shalom have a mission and direction I am 
passionate about and I know there are many more 
Jews and non-Jewish partners and allies who would 
thrive here if they knew about us and experienced 
us. I also know we need continued and increased 
involvement from all our membership to be able to 
sustain the level of intense offerings we have been 
generating. There are school and Board membership 
engagement initiatives investing in growing our 
community beyond the stabilization of membership 
we have achieved the last two years at our two 
hundred households. This engagement, with its 
simultaneous attendant in-reach and outreach is 
what lies ahead for us. Yet, we are all members of 
the in-reach/outreach team; it is in one-to-one 
relationship building that community happens, that 
social change occurs and true transformation is 
possible. 

Kayitz tov! Have a wonderful summer (a.k.a. 
Tammuz, Av and Elul!). Shul is in for summer!

Note: It is often vary hard to gauge who reads Kol 
Shalom (compared to Ma Hadash, which is a web-
based production and has around a 60% opening 
rate - much higher than most e-newsletters). There are 
times I struggle with whether what I write about has 
meaning, relevance or impact for our member readers. 
If you have read this and have thoughts or reflections, 
please let me know at Rabbishawn@mishkan.org or call 
215.508.0226 ex. 1, and set up a time to talk and get 
to know each other better. It would mean a great deal to 
me to know your thoughts and reflections as I look to a 
new year ahead.

(continued from page 2)

Letter from Rabbi Shawn

A Prayer for Kayitz: 
For the Months of Summer:
 
An invitation - to locate our acts
Of building sacred meaningful community
In honesty, in justice, in joy and struggle,
Of rest and renewal in the months ahead
In love for ourselves,
Each other and the world.
 
Without a grounded relational practice-
Connected to a Greater Vision,
Source, Set of Values
We may start to see ourselves
As the only source and judge
Of what is a “right course of action”.
Yet, without taking our personal and communal 
experience
Out of the sanctuary into the streets
We risk seeking comfort and escape
From the cries around us.
All of the natural world
Has its own song to the Universe.
When we lovingly open our hearts
When we strive for authentic connection within
And outside the bounds of our communities
Then our prayers and actions can become
A grounding source and a grounding force
For the greater good of all life.
 
May these months ahead provide us with
Opportunities and the will to seek this integration.
 

-- Rabbi Shawn Zevit, June 2015

https://mishkan.org/around-mishkan
https://mishkan.org/principles
https://mishkan.org/whats-new/strategic-plan
https://mishkan.org/committee/committees-get-involvedget-connected
https://mishkan.org/committee/committees-get-involvedget-connected
http://jewishrecon.org/pearl/2011/Dynamics-of-Growth
http://jewishrecon.org/pearl/2011/Dynamics-of-Growth
http://jewishrecon.org/www.jrf.org/pearl/2012/Growth-Medium-Congregations
http://jewishrecon.org/pearl/2009/growing-the-soul-of-your-community
http://jewishrecon.org/pearl/2009/growing-the-soul-of-your-community
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tammuz_(Hebrew_month)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Av
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elul
mailto:Rabbishawn@mishkan.org
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Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM
 
If you have life circumstances that would be helped 
by short-term support and/or help with concrete 
tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal 
at actsofcaring@Mmshkan.org or please phone 
Sharon at 610.574.1705 or 610.649.0274. We 
will reach out to the community and coordinate 
help with needs such as transportation to doctor 
appointments, meals, errands, as well as visits. 

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. Please notify us if you want a name 
added to, or removed from, our “Ongoing love, 
support, and prayers of healing…” list.  

Mazel Tov

We send a hearty mazel tov to Judah Weekes, 
and his family, as he celebrates becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and to Lillian Sigal, who was honored 
with the Sylvia Kaufman Interfaith Leadership 
Award for her work fostering interfaith dialog 
and understanding.

Condolences

We extend condolences to Ellen Weaver on the 
deaths of her aunt Natalie and her stepmother 
Muriel, to Elissa Goldberg on the death of her 
mother Judy and to Pesha Leichter on the death of 
her mother Florence.  May Ellen, Elissa, Pesha and 
their families be comforted among all the mourners 
of Zion and all humanity and may the memories of 
Natalie, Muriel, Judy and Florence be for a blessing.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members   Bert 
Schultz, Jay Tarler, Bill Grey, Robin Berenholz, Bernice 
Bricklin, Jean Brody/Louis Schwartz, Wendy Caplin, 
Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz, 
Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Evelyn Bishop (mother of Gene 
Bishop), Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana 
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Arnold 
Schein (father of Susan Schein), Sarah Bradley 
(mother of David Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of 
Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie 
& Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-
law of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie 
Post (sister of Nancy Post), and Judith Morgan 
Leicht (friend of Eileen Levinson) in our prayers as 

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
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Max Schiffman-6/14-Sivan 27
 Father of Chiqui Somers 

Edith Casher-6/15-Sivan 28
 Mother of Andrea Casher 

Janice Rosenthal-6/15-Sivan 28
 Stepmother of Cindy Rosenthal 

Benno Goldschneider-6/16-Sivan 29
 Grandfather of Wendy Galson 

Thomas Punnett-6/18-Tammuz 1
 Uncle of Peter Handler 

Mary Breitman-6/19-Tammuz 2
 Mother of Barbara Breitman

Yetta Gold-6/22-Tammuz 5
 Mother-In-Law of Barbara Gold 

Albert Love-6/23-Tammuz 6
 Father of David Love 

Elayne Leventhal-6/24-Tammuz 7
 Sister of Bea Leopold 

Isadore Sborofsky-6/24-Tammuz 7
 Father of Sandy Sborofsky 

Morton Handler-6/28-Tammuz11
   Father of Peter Handler
 
Samuel Lieberman-6/28-Tammuz 11
   Father of Natalie Gorvine

Lydia Hanna-6/29-Tammuz12
   Mother of Joyce Hanna

Sophia Blistein-6/1-Sivan 14
 Mother of Adam Blistein

Jack Saull-6/1-Sivan 14
 Uncle of Jill Saull 

Blair Harman-6/3-Sivan 16
 Brother of Libby Harman 

Sarah Bober-6/4-Sivan 17
 Mother of Gail Bober 

Pearl Silverman-6/4-Sivan 17
 Mother of Helene Feldman

Anita Auerbach-6/8-Sivan 21
 Grandmother of Lisa Auerbach 

John Kershman-6/8-Sivan 21
 Father of Susan Kershman 

Yeva Schiffman-6/9-Sivan 22
 Mother of Chiqui Somers 

Minnie Shapiro-6/9-Sivan 22
 Mother of Howard Shapiro 

Milton Cobert-6/10-Sivan 23
 Grandfather of Jennifer Coburn 

Elaine Gordon-6/11-Sivan 24
 Mother of Scott Gordon 

Norman Horwitz-6/11-Sivan 24
 Father of Seth Horwitz 

Marta Kusic-6/11-Sivan 24
 Friend of Jude & Bill Lang 

Yahrzeits
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Friday, June 5 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service and Yad l’Yad Ceremony, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, June 6 – Behaalotecha – 9:00 a.m. 
– Spiritual Direction Circle; 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Judah Weekes will be 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.

Saturday, June 13 – Shelah Lecha – 9:00 a.m. 
– Tot Shabbat, with Rivka – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In 
Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

T’filot

Tuesday, June 16 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh 
Tammuz Celebration

Friday, June 19 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat under the Stars, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, June 20 – Korah – 10:00 a.m – 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, June 26 – Hukat – 10:00 a.m. – A 
Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Please join us for study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.


