
kol shalom
January 2020 – Tevet I Shevat 5780

For members 
and friends of 

Mishkan Shalom

Dear Friends,

As we enter 2020 may we continue to open our eyes, hearts and minds 
to the vastness of possibilities. May good health and well being find and 
lift us.
 
It is good to have each other in these times.  It is such a blessing to part 
of a community of support, faith and action. I feel heartened by so much 
of what goes on here at Mishkan day-to-day and Shabbat-to-Shabbat. 
The number of people who give of themselves with such generosity, 
the spirit of care and kindness that permeates so many interactions, the 
number of people showing up to mourn and celebrate with each other.
 
Lately, I have especially been 
inspired by my interaction 
with the students in the 
religious school. They are so 
happy to be here. Dayenu, that 
would be enough. And there is so 
much more. Having the opportunity 
to interact with students on 
Wednesday nights, at Shabbat 
school and in Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
preparation I have been so moved 
by their thoughtfulness, curious 
imagination and enthusiasm. So 
much thanks to Gari, Gabby and all the teachers for creating such a 
warm, welcoming and vibrant school.

I am still thinking about the interactive discussion we had during Shabbat 
school services a few weeks ago when the kids were exploring the 
meaning of the ladder in Jacob’s dream. They wondered why the angels 
were using the ladder instead of flying, if anyone could go up and down 
the ladder, or if being on the ladder depended upon our actions and 
intentions. They imagined the ladder rooted deep within the earth and 
reaching to the cosmos and being a way to travel between worlds. They 
considered what was being taken up the ladder and what was being 
carried on the way down. Their questions and comments urged us all to 
look the world with a courageous imagination.  They reminded us about 
the power and light of curiosity. 

The B’nai Mitzvah of these past months have been filled with joy, delight 
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CELEBRATE!
Saturday, Jan. 4

L’Chaim! Celebrate 18 
Years in Our Building!

10:00-11:00 am
At Shabbat morning 
services, we will 
honor what it took to 
get here and what it 

takes to continue to live here in our 
home. Come to share stories, hopes 
and prayers and to offer l’chayims to 
many more years of life together.

MLK WEEKEND
with RABBI SHAWN
January 17 & 18

See Pages 6-7

Happy New Year to  All 
Our Mishkan Members 

& Their Loved Ones! 
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Rabbi’s Letter (continued from the previous page)

and powerful Torah.  Students give a teaching and 
then ask a question, inviting the community to 
respond. The teachings have been creative and 
insightful and the questions have inspired great 
conversation. Some of the questions have been:

 y When was a time you told the truth even 
though it was difficult?

 y If you had a chance to speak with God at a 
time when God was considering some action 
you thought was harsh, what would you do to 
go about changing God’s mind? If you saw a 
friend doing something that you thought was 
harmful, how would you go about trying to 

make them change? 
 y How do we balance ambition and striving 

with being content with our lives?
 
There is so much to be grateful for even in the 
harshness of these times.  May we continue to 
explore together and inspire each other. And truly, 
may the words of our mouths, the meditations of 
our hearts and the work of our hands be aligned for 
healing and peace.

Shalom, 
Rabbi Yael

Tu B’Shevat at Mishkan Shalom- Sunday, February 9, 7:00 p.m.

TREES 
by Joyce Kilmer 

I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 
Against the sweet earth’s flowing breast; 

A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 

A tree that may in summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 

Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree.

Tu B’Shevat, one of the four Jewish New Years, is the Birthday of the Trees, 
a time to honor all that they bring us and all the ways our human lives entwine 

with the natural world.

We will share fruits and wine or juice, songs and meditation, prayer and reflection, 
as we move through the 4 worlds of body, heart, mind and spirit.  

Music and prayer lifted up by Rabbi Yael and Rabbinic student Brielle Rassler.  

Join us for an evening of exploration, community, and gratitude.
 

Contribution:  $18 members, $25 non-members

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tree+images&id=66D657F2962E576D6FB2C54BC9523E4EEA7D0FD0&FORM=IQFRBA
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President’s Letter by Steve Jones
Just when I finished my formal conversion to Judaism 
about eight years ago, I mentioned to a friend that I 
was a “Jew by choice.” 
 
“We’re all Jews by choice,” she responded. 

Although she didn’t elaborate, I have taken this 
to mean that in 21st century America, whether 
we were born into Jewish families or converted, 
connection to Judaism is something that we all 
choose, and express through our practice.  The 
months that I have served as president of our board 
have given me the chance to observe with different 
eyes how we “do” our Judaism at Mishkan, and to 
think about how we can do even more to support 
each other in developing a meaningful practice, 
whether we see ourselves as “religious” or not.

Although it is only one aspect of how we “do” 
Judaism at Mishkan, I’m particularly aware of our 
Shabbat practice.  My wish would be that even 
more of us take advantage of Shabbat as a benefit 
rather than a task or obligation. Synagogue leaders 
are often asking the community to do more, to 
volunteer, to give money or to step up in in other 
ways;  encouraging a meaningful shabbat practice is 
an aspect of providing something for the community, 
rather than asking for something.  I find it interesting 
that many more members come to services on Yom 
Kippur, with its attendant challenge of fasting and 
self-reflection, than on a “regular” Shabbat when the 
invitation is to rest, take in a teaching, and enjoy a 
communal snack!

Encouraging each other to develop a Shabbat 
practice is a chance to shift the focus to not doing, 
to recharging our inner battery for the mental and 
physical work of the rest of the week.  The Friday 
evening kiddush prayer reminds us of the connection 
between creativity and rest. If, according to our 
founding myth, the creative force in the universe 
rested from this immense creative act, how much 
more should we give ourselves a break from our 
weekly meetings, emails, and housework?

Of course attending services is a part of going 
deeper into what Shabbat can offer.  I’m with the 
group of Mishkan members who use our services as 
a structure or jumping off point for a shift in mindset 
that reminds us that it is OK, or necessary, to turn 

away from work 
and worry and 
to try to take in 
the sense that 
the world, as 
challenged as it 
may be, is amazing 
just as it is, as are 
we, even if we did 
not get that last 
memo written 
at the end of the 
week. 
 
I’ve noticed that few of our members other than 
religious school families attend services when a bat 
or bar mitzvah service takes place. I hope that can 
change; I hope that all of us take advantage of the 
chance to see a young person take on the challenge 
of determining for herself what “doing” Judaism 
means.  I also feel a sense of pride in what we do 
while seeing us at prayer through the eyes of the 
many guests who attend b’nai mitzvah services.

But what about those of us who can’t come to 
Shabbat services, because of necessary work, or 
family commitments, or sheer exhaustion?  What if 
praying in a group just doesn’t work for us? I hope 
that we can share with each other more about our 
Shabbat practice that extends beyond services. 
I have been fascinated to learn about the ways 
that members honor shabbat outside of attending 
services.  We take an intentional break during the 
day that allows us to recharge.  Maybe this simply 
is in the form of reading a newspaper (perhaps not 
every section) or a novel, or watching a (positive or 
peaceful) movie with a loved one.  We take a rest, at 
least for part of the day, from email, except perhaps 
to connect to friends or family. We take a break from 
our cellphones, and use that time to talk face to face 
with others. 

Since being Jewish, in this time and place, really is a 
choice, I hope we can encourage each other to talk 
and learn more from each other about how we are 
choosing, in our own ways, to live as 21st century 
Jews.

L’shalom
Steve Jones
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Congregational School / Tikkun Olam
More than a Sandwich: 
Congregational School Report 

Starting in January, our students will resume the 
tradition of making sandwiches for the residents of 
the Life Center of Eastern Delaware County.

Mishkan has been serving meals at Life Center 
of Eastern Delaware County in Upper Darby for 
more than a decade.  Life Center is just one facility 
of Community Action Agency of Delaware County 
(https://caadc.org).  Before the shelter existed, Rivka 
Jarosh and several Mishkan members served meals 
in the parking lot outside the 63rd Street Terminal in 
Upper Darby.  
 
Now, on the second Monday evening of each 
month, Mishkan members prepare and bring hot/
cold meal to serve approximately 130 homeless 
people at the Life Center shelter. Most folks want 
seconds and thirds so there are not always a lot of 
leftovers.  Several of our Mishkan kids who serve 
meals have commented about the need for wrapped 
food to give as take away for later consumption.  In 
the past, Gabby’s Gan-Aleph-Bet kids have made 
cheese sandwiches for the shelter. Now Rivka (who 
manages Mishkan shelter volunteers) couldn’t be 
more tickled to have our Hebrew school kids again 
making sandwiches and experiencing their tzedakah 
put into good use to buy the sandwich supplies.

We are excited that Bob Prishak and Hadar Roizman 
will help our students fulfill the mitzvah of feeding 
those in need.  We thank each of them for helping 
organize this effort.

Each month from January through June, a different 
class will raise tzedakah funds to purchase bread, 
cheese and snacks for the residents. Then on a 
Sunday that class will make 130 sandwiches for the 
residents, which Bob will store and deliver the next 
day. Delicious, nutritious, meaningful and fun.  In 
January, Noah Rubin-Blose’s Vav class will kick this 
returning initiative off for 2020.

Parents, please give generously when it is your child’s 
month to contribute to this effort.  It’s more than a 
sandwich, it’s a mitzvah. 

Coming Soon!

February 1, Saturday Dinner

February 2, Sunday Brunch

The most delectable 
fundraiser of the year!

https://caadc.org/
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by Anndee HochmanB’nai Mitzvah
Izzy Field
January 25

The most familiar 
parts of parasha 
Va’era (Ex. 6:2-9:35) 
are the plagues: frogs, 
lice, cattle disease.

But the line that 
snagged Izzy’s 
attention was a 
declaration by God, 
uttered in the midst 
of urging Moses to 
speak to Pharaoh 

about freeing the Israelites: “But I will harden 
Pharaoh’s heart, and I will increase My signs and My 
wonders in the land of Egypt.”

Izzy pauses, a characteristic moment of reflection 
before he speaks. “I’m focusing a lot on the fact that 
God hardens Pharaoh’s heart some of the time; I’m 
struggling with the ethicality of that. Not only is he 
putting Pharaoh through suffering, but also putting 
the Egyptian people through suffering. It’s also a 
selfish act if God just wanted to show his power.”

People tend to sum up Va’era as “plagues, plagues, 
plagues; Pharaoh said no,” Izzy says. “But it’s much 
deeper.”

Izzy was in fifth grade when his family switched 
from Society Hill Synagogue to Mishkan. “We liked 
Mishkan’s progressiveness and involvement in the 
community,” he explains. Immediately, he noted 
differences: Reconstructionist prayer books, more 
English in the services and more conversational 
Hebrew in classes. 

Hebrew School included creative electives, including 
one called “Jacob on Trial” in which students played 
prosecutors, defense attorneys—and God—as 
Jacob stood to account for the theft of his brother’s 
birthright. 

“Having a bar mitzvah was a choice given to me, but 
I wanted to do it,” Izzy says. “As a young child, being 
part of a synagogue and seeing all the work made me 
want to be a true adult.”
     
Learning trop proved a challenge at first—“It was 
difficult to get my mind around the whole thing”—
but once he began to recognize certain words and 
phrases, with a combination of listening, reading and 
practicing, the work became easier. The richest part 
of preparation, he says, has been delving into his 
parasha.

“I think the fun parts have been puzzling over it, but I 
think it’s also been challenging for me to also just sit 
down and work on my d’var or go and sit down and 
practice my Torah portion. I’ve learned about how 
to push myself, to go deeper, and also to work at 
something that I need to do.”

Izzy, a 7th-grader at Germantown Friends School, 
likes English—his class just finished Animal Farm, 
which felt especially relevant to this moment in 
history. He plays squash and soccer, chess and jazz 
piano. He also loves fly-fishing for trout or striped 
bass, a pastime that helped inspire his tikkun olam 
project.

“I really enjoy nature. I fish a lot. I went to the 
climate march downtown, and that sparked [my 
interest]—the rise in advocacy. I’ve been thinking 
about how I can make a change. It’s a big topic. I’ve 
been thinking about doing educational stuff and also 
about giving some of my bar mitzvah money to an 
environmental charity.”

While bar mitzvah may no longer mark the gateway 
to adulthood, it does indicate a passage to a different 
part of life, Izzy says. “This is the time when you 
become much more independent, and when school 
starts to become really hard.

“I’m glad I’m doing this. When I take a step back, I 
realize that, yes, this is work, but now I’m part of a 
Jewish community and I can choose my future. I can 
choose who I am.” 



MLK DAY of Service JAN. 20, 2020

Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend 
Please join us Friday night, January 17, 

as Rabbi Shawn returns to us from sabbatical for MLK weekend!  

Friday night, 
January 17, Rabbi Shawn 
returns from sabbatical to join 
us for these special programs.

Friday night services will be 
preceded by our monthly 
veggie potluck (6:00 pm) and 
Tot Shabbat with Gabby (6:30 

pm.)  At our Kabbalat Shabbat service (7:00 pm),  
Jackie Jonas, Mishkan member and playwright, 
will join Rabbi Shawn for an extraordinary 
evening. She and her guests will perform from 
her upcoming production “Middle Passage,” a 
distillation of the African and African American 
folktales that Jackie has collected.  

Jackie will speak about the production during 
dinner and members of Malidelphia and the 
Grounded Theatre Gospel Choir will offer 
selections during the Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 
You can read more about the production in the 
accompanying article Jackie has written on the 
following page.

Saturday morning, 
January 18, we 
are pleased to welcome 
MLK Shabbat Guest 
Speaker, Reverend Naomi 
Washington-Leapheart, the 
Director for Faith-Based 
and Interfaith Affairs for 
the city of Philadelphia.

Rev. Washington-Leapheart will share her 
journey and perspective on interfaith and social 
justice in our city. This year, Naomi was named 
one of nine LGBTQ Faith Leaders to Watch by 
the Center for American Progress and one of 
The Root 100, an annual list of the nation’s most 
influential African-Americans, ages 25-45.

Shabbat morning services (10:00 am) will also 
include our Shabbat School students (please 
arrive 9:30 am), and a welcoming and celebration 
of Mishkan Shalom’s New Members. We end with 
a dedication of new Yarzheit Memorial plaques. 

 

Please join us for any or all of this extraordinary weekend at Mishkan.
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Middle Passage Performance to Benefit Mishkan Shalom

by Jackie Jonas

On January 31, I will go on stage at Venice Island 
Performing Arts Center and share pieces of my 
childhood.  This is a performance of my one-
woman show, Middle Passage. 

I call it a one-woman show, but it would not be 
possible without the wonderful musicians of the 
Ibeji Drum Ensemble  and the amazing choir from 
Grounded Theatre Company. I created Middle 
Passage in 1997, and I tell folks that it is a love 
letter to my people.  And it really is that. It is a 
tribute to the Black oral tradition and a love note 
to the Black church.  

Often when I have mounted the show I have 
donated portions of the proceeds to causes close 
to my heart — the school that nurtured my 
daughter during her elementary years, the choirs 
who sang in the initial versions of the show, and 
this time I am donating half of my portion of the 
ticket sales to Mishkan Shalom’s ReGeneration 
campaign.  It may seem strange to donate the 
proceeds from a piece that is so completely 
rooted in the Black experience to an organization 
that is not.  But it makes perfect sense to me.

Middle Passage was born out of a need to show my 
community how much I valued and appreciated 
them. In fact, I was blessed to be able to take the 
show back to my hometown and perform it with 
the choirs from the churches that nurtured me, 
with singers who were my nieces and cousins.  It 
was a glorious experience.  

But Middle Passage is also a way to show the 
people in my life now a little more of who I am. 
It is a way to explain why I walk the world in the 
way that I do. Middle Passage is ultimately about 
community and connection. And so it makes 
perfect sense that this performance will benefit 
the community that has given me a home as an 
adult.  We connect best with each other when 
we understand each other deeply. My journey 
through the world as a Black woman has not been 
all that different from others, and if looking at my 
particular journey can help folks better understand 
the people they meet who may not quite fit the 
Jewish mold, then that’s a good thing. So I hope 
that my fellow congregants will come out for a 
good cause, a good time and an opportunity to get 
to know how one Jew by choice found her way to 
this particular path. 

Middle Passage runs 
January 31 & February 1

7:00 p.m. 
Venice Island 

Performing Arts Center, 
7 Lock St., Manyunk. 

For tickets go to 
https://middlepassage2020.
brownpapertickets.com/

https://middlepassage2020.brownpapertickets.com/
https://middlepassage2020.brownpapertickets.com/
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Weekend in the Woods

Co-chairs Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss would 
love to hear from you and are happy to answer 
any questions at: mishkanweekendinthewoods@
gmail.com.

Meanwhile, watch this space each month for details, 
descriptions, registration, photos, etc. Meanwhile, 
mark those dates on your calendars and get ready 
to say...

by Sharon Rhode

Mark Your Calendars, Now!
Mishkan Shalom’s Amazing Annual 
Start-of-Summer Getaway:
June 5 - 7, 2020

Long-time Retreatniks and the Weekend-in-the-
Woods-curious should all make note of this year’s 
dates! Just learning about “Mishkan’s Best-Kept 
Secret?” You can start by reading comments from 
past ‘retreatniks,’ and seeing a past brochure & 
schedule on our webpage at https://mishkan.org/
committee/weekend-in-the-woods.

Looking for a way to get to know fellow members? 
Even if you’ve never been to the retreat, you’re 
welcome to join the Retreat Committee, a great 
team that welcomes newcomers as well as old-
timers to plan yet another fabulous weekend, an 
unparalleled Mishkan experience they want everyone 
to enjoy. They’ll be just a handful of fun, lively, 
gatherings (a.k.a. “meetings”)…it’s a great way to get 
to know folks!

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson   l   Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
Sharon Barr, Gene Bishop, Adam Blistein, Gail Bober, Elissa Goldberg,

 Anndee Hochman, Jackie Jonas, Steve Jones, Gabby Kaplan-Mayer, Eilen Levinson, 
Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell, 

Gari Weilbacher and Arielle Weiss
 

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

“See you in the Poconos!” 

mailto:mishkanweekendinthewoods%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mishkanweekendinthewoods%40gmail.com?subject=
https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods
https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods
mailto:levinsone%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Tikkun Olam by Gail Bober
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Committee - January 2020
Our Mission:  Our Committee seeks to engage Mishkan as an institution and our individual members in the struggle for 
immigrant justice and refugee protection.  We do this in the following ways:

 y As a member congregation of the New Sanctuary Movement, supporter of HIAS PA/HIAS International, participant in 
the Northwest Philadelphia Immigrant Action and Mobilization and interfaith initiatives, we coordinate and build on efforts 
that assist refugees, asylum seekers and those facing deportation. 
 y Acting as a clearinghouse and resource to provide information to the congregation about hands-on support activities, 

advocacy, direct action and protest.
 y Educating ourselves and our congregation on immigrant and refugee rights, connecting our experience as Jews who 

fled persecution and oppression to the experience of today’s immigrants and refugees.

CHECK THIS PAGE OUT EACH MONTH for activities, volunteer and advocacy opportunities relating to immigrant
and refugee rights at Mishkan Shalom and the wider community.  Below are links to resources and allied organizations.  
Questions? Suggestions? Please contact Gail Bober, gbober52@gmail.com.  Interested in joining a special list-serve for this 
committee to get up-to-date information? Contact Seth Horwitz at reachseth@gmail.com

Happenings At Mishkan Shalom

20% of sales of the art work benefit New Sanctuary 
Movement (NSM).

Family In Sanctuary Update:
At the end of November, the Thompson family’s 
petition to adjust status requested by their daughter 
got approved. This is A HUGE WIN on their path to 
freedom and a welcomed source of encouragement 
for their many supporters who have worked and 
prayed for months on end.

As Clive Thompson shared, this advancement 
“makes us feel joyful that God is working.” 
The application granted is called a I-130. This 
application usually takes 8.5-14 months to process, 
but the Thompsons received it in 5 months. The 
next step is to move towards lifting their order of 
deportation. A special THANK YOU to all who have 
fasted and prayed throughout the Thompsons 14 
months living in Sanctuary.

Mishkan and the Community

HIAS Pennsylvania (www.hiaspa.org)
HIAS PA provides legal and supportive services to 
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers to assure 
their fair treatment and full integration into American 
society, and to achieve just and inclusive public policies 
and practices. 
Volunteers can provide direct services to HIAS 
PA clients and/or administrative support to the 
organization. Below is a list of some of the volunteer 
opportunities.

Volunteer Opportunities:
1) Collect blankets and coats to keep refugees and 
immigrants warm through the cold winter months
2)Advocate for immigrants and refugees – check www.
hiaspa.org for policy updates.
3) After School Program with Refugee Youth
4) Administrative Volunteer: Possible Activities:

 y Assist with organizing donation closets at HIAS 
PA office.

 y Assist with preparing mailings.
 y Conduct research around a specified topic and 
present findings.

 y Assist with checking in attendees for events 
taking place at the HIAS PA office.

 y Represent HIAS PA at a table at a community 
event and share information and flyers.

5) Childcare Volunteers
6) Meal Preparation and Grocery Shopping

For more information contact: Kerry Coughlin at 
215-832-0900 or kcoughlin@hias.pa. 

Carlos Nuñez
SOLO EXHIBITION
CALLES E ORO

HESCHEL KING GALLERY
Mishkan Shalom
4101 Freeland Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128

mailto:gbober52%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:reachseth@gmail.com
http://www.hiaspa.org
http://www.hiaspa.org/
http://www.hiaspa.org/
mailto:kcoughlin%40hias.pa?subject=
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Library Committee
Sallah: Movie Night
Saturday, January 25, 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

by Adam Blistein

Join the Library Committee in the Chapel on 
Saturday, January 25, from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. for a showing of the Israeli movie Sallah 
(in Hebrew with English subtitles), that will 
complement our 2019-2020 One Book Mishkan 
selection, The Man in the White Sharkskin Suit.  

Author Ephraim Kishon, a Holocaust survivor 
from Hungary, wrote and directed the film 
based on characters in his short stories.  In 1964 
the film was the first ever Israeli nominee for 
the Academy Award for Best Foreign Film and 
shared the year’s Golden Globe award in that 
category with Marriage Italian Style and Girl 

with Green Eyes.  In addition, Topol, who later went on to play Tevye in the 
movie of Fiddler on the Roof, won the Golden Globe for Most Promising 
Newcomer (Male) for his portrayal of the title character, Sallah.  

The movie is a comedy about 
Sallah and his large (and 
growing) family, who have just 
arrived in Israel in 1949 after 
a quick escape from a Middle 
Eastern country.  Instead of the 
apartment they were promised, 
the family has to spend 
months in a one-room shack 
in a government settlement 

camp.  What could be a sad story becomes instead a comedic portrayal of 
clever immigrants getting the better of obtuse and occasionally corrupt 
bureaucrats to obtain the housing they were promised without actually 
working too hard.  

Aside from the fact that immigration is a topic of our times, we also chose 
this movie because in part it shows the path not taken by the Jewish family in our One-Book, The Man in the 
White Sharkskin Suit.  When that family had to leave Egypt in the late ‘50s, it chose to go to America although 
Israel was an option as well.  One reason for that choice was the difficulties some of their relatives, who left 
Egypt earlier, had experienced in Israel.  Sallah depicts people in a similar situation overcoming those difficulties.

The Committee prides itself on providing excellent refreshments at all of its events!
A $5 donation to support the shul and its Library is requested.

Mishkan’s 2019-2020 

“One Book:”

The Man in the White 

Sharkskin Suit, 

A Jewish Family’s Exodus 

from Old Cairo to the 

New World 

by Lucette Lagnado

After the fall of King Farouk 
and the rise of the Nasser 
dictatorship in the early 1950s, 
Lagnado’s family had to leave 
a relatively prosperous life in 
Egypt and flee to any country 
that would have them.  After 
some intermediate stops, the 
family arrives in New York 
where some thrive, and others 
don’t.  
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Gene Bishop, Stephanie Shell and Ariel Weiss

Mazel Tov
We offer a hearty mazel tov to Isaac Field and his 
family as he becomes bar mitzvah. 

Condolences
We send condolences to Merle Drake on the loss of 
her mother Leah Mandelblatt.  May Leah’s memories 
be for a blessing and may Merle and her family be 
comforted among all who mourn.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members Michael 
Drake, Ray Kaplan, Joyce Hanna, Gene Bishop, Gena 
Lopata, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Robin 
Leidner and Natalie Gorvine.

We also send ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to all those Mishkan 
members in need of healing but who seek to 
remain private. 

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Sarah Rivka bat Elizabeth (mother of Rabbi 
Shawn Zevit),  Lynn, Shifra Leah bat Gershon 
v’Minoocha (mother of Gabby Kaplan-Meyer), 
Alvin Saltzman (father of Alyse Saltzman Flowers), 
Shoshana bat Akiba v’Chaya (mother of Homer 
Robinson), Carol Dombroski (mother of Brian 
Dombroski),  Natalie Caplin (mother of Wendy 
Caplin),  Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), 
Debra Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle 
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of 
Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-
in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), Edgar Galson 
(father of Wendy Galson and father-in-law of Susan 
Windle), Don Levinson, brother of Eilen Levinson, 
Evelyn Haas (mother of Mark Haas) and Julie Post 
and Joseph Post (sister and father of Nancy Post) 
and in our prayers as well. May they all experience a 
refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Are you receiving Acts of Caring via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Acts of Caring
Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  

HINENI--HERE I AM
If you could use a little help because of illness, 
or joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan 
member too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@
mishkan.org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers 
concrete support to members in need of short 
term help, including meals, visits, transportation, 
etc.  If you would like some help, but do not wish 
a public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.  Our Hineni 
coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.  

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

A reminder: 
Snail mail cards are always 
welcomed by all those who 
are healing, and mourning. 
If you think of it, do it!

mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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T’filot
Please join us every Saturday for Torah study from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.

Saturday, January 4, 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Saturday, January 11, 10:00 a.m. – A Way in Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Friday, January 17, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and the Grounded Theatre 
Gospel Choir from Middle Passage

Saturday, January 18, 10:00 a.m. – MLK Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, Shabbat School and special 
guest, Rev. Naomi Washington-Leapheart 

Friday, January 24, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, January 25, 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn. Isaac Field will be called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.

Sunday, January 26, 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh celebration




