kol shalom
For members
and friends of
Mishkan Shalom

January 2018 l Kislev / Sh'vat 5778

Rabbi's Letter

Roots and Branches:
Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend and
Tu B’Sh’vat - The New Year of the Trees
by Rabbi Shawn Zevit
In a real sense, all life
is interrelated. All
people are caught in
an inescapable network
of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of
destiny.”

Blessings for this new secular year. With the arrival of 2018 we continue
to keep our eyes on life--staying spiritually awake, emotionally openhearted and mindfully active--especially at the one-year mark of a new
administration that challenges so many of our shared values and our
mission in the world.

- Martin Luther King, Jr.
Strength to Love, 1963

The New
Winter-Spring
Lifelong
Learning
Brochure
Is Here!
See Page
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We also continue to experience peaks and
valleys in our own community. Fifteen of
our members have lost parents or siblings
in the last few months. Some have sustained
injuries in accidents or have medical needs
that require special care and healing. We
have rejoiced together as our young people
took their place as adult members of our
community, as new and ongoing members
have brought new babies to be named or
celebrated their own rights-of-passage.
In our third straight year of growth we
have already welcomed twenty-eight new
member households into our Sanctuary of
Peace and Wholeness (Mishkan Shalom).
Showing up to share in all these moments of joy and sorrow is part of
being in a covenantal community, whether we know someone well or not. I
want to offer special appreciation to our g’milut hasadim- acts of caring
team: Gene Bishop, Stephanie Shell, Chris Taranta and Lisa Mervis, some of
whom had their own losses, who have been providing sustained support in
these times together with Rabbi Yael, member clergy and myself. If you are
not a regular prayer, join us and experience what we have been building
these last few years. If you have wanted to learn and study, register for one
of the many life-long learning classes starting this month through May.
We are not sitting passively as a community waiting for events to unfold.
We are organizing for change and against intolerance and injustice. This
goal was one of the main motivations for Brian Walt, our founding rabbi,
(continued on the next page)

Letter from the Rabbi
and our founding members coming together as
Mishkan Shalom
in January of 1988. This is why we sought a spiritual
home to house our mission and values, which we
will celebrate Shabbat morning January 6th with
Rabbi Yael on the sixteenth anniversary of coming to
Manayunk/Roxborough.

Our current Mishkan@30: ReGeneration Campaign
to help sustain our sacred community is crucial in
the times we were made for - to stand for inclusion
and diversity, life-long learning and traditional/
innovative spiritual practice, a commitment to the
well-being of our Greater Philadelphia community,
mutual self-determination, security and peace for
Israelis and Palestinians, just action and lovingly
caring for each other.
These issues are part of our ongoing tikkun olam
initiatives, including our membership in Interfaith
Hospitality Network, and our membership in
Pennsylvania Interfaith Power and Light, a new
Mishkan Shalom refugee support collective, all led
by our inspiring members, with Seth Horwitz as our
Board representative for tikkun olam efforts. Many of
us are also interested in re-engaging with education
and issues around Israel and Palestine. Please be in
touch with Seth or me if you’re interested. It is also
an important Jewish value of our community that
tikkun includes g’milut hasadim- acts of caring--and
not a separate value from activism in our world.
To plant seeds for the future and live sustainably
now, we are re-energizing our Green Team as
part of our participating in the HAZON Seal of
Sustainability this year under the leadership of Julie
Meyers, Billy Linstead Goldsmith, Alan Tuttle, Rivka
Jarosh, Meredith Barber and her daughter Gabrielle
Schwagger. Please be in touch with Julie or Billy if
you want to get involved.
On MLK Weekend, we will gather Friday night,
January 12, to begin our weekend of prayer,
service and action. We will welcome artist Debbie
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(Continued from the previous page)
Gross-Zuchman, who will speak during services.
Her exhibition, “Peace in Pieces,”opens at Mishkan
Shalom Sunday, Jan. 28,
The show includes paintings and poems created
when the artist’s son was in the Marines,
representing war from a mother’s point of view.
Shabbat morning, January 13 will have a cornucopia
of offerings, with a focus on Racial and Environmental
Justice in our second Shabbat Hebrew school of the
year, guest speakers during our Shabbat service,
and the monthly meeting of our Teen Leadership
group. We will honor and highlight our members
and areas of justice/
tikkun olam active
in our community
and individual lives.
While there are
many activities
throughout the
city, we will be
participating
as a member
congregation of
POWER in a major
rally and teach-in,
Monday, January 15.,
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Grounding ourselves in our values and praying with
our feet on MLK Weekend, we move to the elevated
celebration of what was once a minor Jewish holiday
Tu B’Shevat, the ancient Jewish New Year for the
Trees is on Tuesday, January 31. One of four historical
“New Years” in the Jewish calendar, the 15th of the
month of Sh’vat is a reminder for the need to honor
the cycles of nature and the living trees that we
inter-breathe with, reconnect with the earth we are
extensions of and have impact on, and look at the
Tree of Life as a guiding metaphor for relationship.
This year’s Tu B’Shevat Seder will, once again, be
led by Rabbi Yael and me in a combined A Way In/
Mishkan Shalom program.
We call our Torah “Eytz Hayyim,” the life-giving tree. I
look forward to commemorating and celebrating
MLK weekend and Tu B’Sh’vat together with you in
the month ahead, as well as continuing to plant and
reap the bounty of what we are nurturing together

A Way In
Dear Friends,
As we enter into 2018, may we continue to lift our
eyes to each other and the world. May we do our
best to keep rising into action, even in the face of
challenges and defeats. May we continue to see the
good in each other and be inspired and strengthen
by each other’s presence and courage. The world
needs our light and our love—let’s continue to
support and nurture each other and shine our lights
together for the good of all.
As we come to the secular New Year, we also have
the gift of celebrating one of our 4 Jewish new years.
In the midst of the winter, when the ground is frozen
and the trees are bare we are invited to celebrate Tu
b’Sh’vat, the 15th of the Hebrew month of Sh’vat. This
is the New Year dedicated to celebrating the bounty,
beauty and the wisdom of the trees.
Reverence for trees is an ancient practice of our
tradition. For a time our ancestors worshipped the
Divine through trees, calling her asherah or elat. A
7-branch menorah symbolizing a tree was built for
the Temple to declare our relationship with the
Eternal. Jewish mystics called the Divine life-force
etz hayyim, Living Tree. And the Hasidim gave us
the practice of hitbodedut, in-depth meditation and
prayer done while walking alone among the trees of
the forests.
The New Year observance of Tu b’Sh’vat, calls us
to recommit to our sacred relationship with the
created world. Notice the bounty. Notice the
blessings. Notice the absolute miracle of a tiny seed
growing into a living being. Taste, smell, delight in
the fruits of the earth, in the abundance. And let
these experiences renew with strength and joy our

by Rabbi Yael Levy
covenant to be responsible and diligent stewards of
the earth.
The psalmist sings, The mystery belongs to God.The
earth was given into human care. 115:16.
Care well for the trees and all that grows, midrash
teaches. For you need to leave them blossoming for
those who come after you.
All trees converse with one another and with all living
creatures. Listen and learn from them, the tradition
reminds us.
We hope you will join us for our Tu B’Sh’vat seder
this year on Tuesday January 30, at 7:00 p.m. We
will travel through the 4 mystical worlds—the 4
revealed and hidden layers of reality as conceived
by the Kabbalists. Music, meditation, fruits and wine
will guide us in this journey as we celebrate creation
and humbly, with grace and gratitude, join in nature’s
song.
Every part of the vegetable world is singing a song
and bringing forth a secret of the divine mystery of the
creation.—Rav Kook
Every blade of grass sings to the Holy One,
wholeheartedly without reservations, without
anticipation of reward. How wonderful it is when one
hears their song, how very good to be among them
serving the Infinite in awe. Rebbe Nachman
May the New Year celebration of Tu B’Sh’vat inspire
our love, awe, gratitude and actions. I look forward
to celebrating together. Much Blessing to all.
Shalom, Rabbi Yael

WATCH FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION COMING SOON
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Congregational School
Dear All,
We have just returned from the mid-winter break.
Before the break, we were all Hanukkah. We had a
Latkapalooza on Friday, December 15, where we ate
together (latkes, of course!). That night, we also gave
all Gimel (grade 3) students their own prayer books
to welcome them into our synagogue community.
The parents also spoke about why they chose to give
their children a Jewish education. We had Hanukkah
gatherings on both Wednesday and Sunday before
the break. On Sunday, December 17, the growing tot
group had a lovely time singing Hanukkah songs and
doing Hanukkah activities.
On Saturday, January 13, we join the
congregation for our second Shabbat school.
The theme is one dear to our hearts. We are going
to discuss the changing environment and how it
especially affects poorer people in and around cities.
It will be a topic where racism is also discussed.
Our own Billy Linstead is going to talk about those
poorest people most exploited by several trades in
the world and our own David Love will talk about
the poor among us and racism in society. We hope
to have someone from POWER talk about Green
Jobs. Our school will start with a program at 9:30
a.m. for our students, and then the congregation will
hear more as part of services. Our older students
have stayed in the service for Shabbat school and
have led several prayers. They will continue to lead
this month.
On January 28, Ellen Walters from the Jewish
Learning Venture will talk to Bet and Gimel
parents about the program we participate in
from PJ Library. Our teachers get special books
with ideas of how to integrate them into our
curriculum. Ellen is going to talk to parents about
how to integrate the books from PJ library in the
family lifestyle. We are lucky to have been part of this
program over the last four years.
Our other big event this month is the Skating
Party. Most of the details for this event is on the
flyer shown on this page. One of our students,
Sophie Lima, created the design. The Skating Party
is a community event. Feel free to come skating
with us. Just let me know you want to come.
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by Rivka Jarosh
Finally, talking about community events, I want
to invite everyone on April 8 to join us for a trip
to New York Tenement Museum. The Tenement
Museum is a brownstone building in New York’s
lower East Side where rooms are set up the same
way that immigrants might have had when they came
from other places to New York. Since our third
grade does research about their ancestors, all our
students have some background to make this trip
something to add to their knowledge.
The fee for this event will be $36 for the museum
and the rented bus. Lunch will be on each family but
there are great places to eat. including Katz’s Deli, a
classic Jewish Deli.
We look forward to another interesting month of
activities at Mishkan Shalom Congregational School.
B’shalom and stay warm,
Rivka

Mishkan
Skating Party

Date: January 28, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
$20 for skating, Pizza lunch
Location: Penn Skating Rink
$12 skating and rental only
Address: 3130 Walnut Street
$10 for no skating, just lunch
For more information
contact Rivka Jarosh at
Rivka@mishkan.org
216-508-0226 ext. 3

B'nai Mitzvah
Dinah Soloway

January 20 (Minha)
The teen helpers, coloring time and Hebrew School
friends were a happy trade-off for having to get
up early on Sunday mornings. Dinah remembers
practicing the candlelighting blessing in Gabby’s class
and singing the Kiddush over cups of apple juice.
She always knew she’d have a Bat Mitzvah, and she
was fairly sure she’d land the same parasha as her
older brother, Aryeh, whose birthday is one day
before hers. “I was excited about how it was going
to turn out. I wasn’t really nervous about the work. I
had a year,” she says.
When she read Beshalach (Ex. 13:17-17:16) with
her tutor, Cantor David Acker, she felt most
intrigued not by the parting of the Red Sea, but by
the moment when the waters closed, swallowing
up the Egyptian armies. “I already had the question:
Why didn’t God give them a second chance or do
something else that didn’t kill the Egyptians?”

by Anndee Hochman
she made a design
of a penguin that
she then had
transferred to
tote bags, and
will sell those to
raise money for
the Philadelphia
Zoo’s research
and conservation
projects.
At The Philadelphia
School, where
Dinah’s been a
student since
pre-school, she loved this year’s “create your own
country” project. She called her country “Pandora”
after the Greek goddess, invented animals to inhabit
its chaparral and grasslands, and made a diorama
of it using modeling clay. Another highlight was the
start-of-school team-building experience, a ropes
course that was nerve-wracking and thrilling at the
same time.

While she pondered, she also learned to chant, a
process made easier by six years of cello lessons.
“We had a sheet with the names of the trop in
English, and the notes. I’ve seen notes a hundred
times before. I would learn a verse, just speaking it,
then put the trop together.”

Dinah looks forward to her Bat Mitzvah as a day of
firsts: being called up for an aliyah and having the
congregation affirm her blessing with an “amen;”
being wrapped in her tallis, with its sewn-on images
that capture her love of music and art.

Dinah learned her aliyot so thoroughly that she and
Cantor David decided to add a few more verses
from the Song of the Sea, which has a different, more
challenging trop. Her brothers, Aryeh and Ethan, will
also chant a few verses.

“At Mishkan, you can be yourself,” she says. “You’re
not really judged.” She considers how this year’s
learning has changed her: It’s easier to lead prayers
now, and Shabbat services make more sense. “I’ve
learned that reading Torah is harder than it looks. But
now I can do things that I wasn’t able to do before.”

For her tikkun olam project, Dinah drew—literally—
on her affinity for penguins and her talent for art;
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Be part of the celebration:
Shabbat morning, January 6, 10:00 a.m.
The 16th Anniversary of Our Move to Freeland Avenue
by Rabbi Yael Levy
As we gather for Shabbat we will share stories
and memories of carrying our Torahs from
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church to our
new home on Freeland Ave. After praying with
and being blessed by the members of the Church
with whom we shared sacred space for six years,
we carried our Torahs through Chestnut Hill and
Mt Airy to arrive at Freeland Ave. just as the skies
opened up with freezing rain.  Greeted by 21
clergy members from our new neighborhood, we
placed the Torahs in the ark amid song and dance.   

On this 16th anniversary we will honor the
people, spirit and the efforts that made this
possible.  If you were there on that day 16 years
ago, please come and share your memories, and if
you were not yet part of the community at that
time, please join us for this special Shabbat to
hear the stories and be part of the celebration.

Tu B’Sh’vat at Mishkan Shalom
Tuesday, January 30, 7:00 p.m.

					

…I want to sleep
and dream the life of trees, beings
from the muted world who care
nothing for Money, Politics, Power,
Will or Right, who want little from the night
but a few dead stars going dim, a white owl
lifting from their limbs, who want only
to sink their roots into the wet ground
and terrify the worms or shake
their bleary heads like fashion models
or old hippies…
From The Life of Trees by Dorianne Laux

Tu B’Shevat, one of the four Jewish New Years, is the Birthday of the Trees, a time to honor all that they bring us
and all the ways our human lives entwine with the natural world.
Our Mystical Tu B’Sh’vat Seder will be held on Tuesday, January 30,, beginning at 7:00 p.m. We will share fruits and
wine or juice, songs and meditation, prayer and reflection, as we move through the 4 worlds of body, heart, mind
and spirit and experience layers of reality, emotion and perspective.
Join us for an evening of exploration, community, and gratitude.
Contribution: $18 members, $25 non-members
(In preparation for Tu B’Shevat, Steve Jones will be leading a hike in the Wissahickon after morning services on
January 27. The walk is part of Mishkan’s Lifelong Learning program.
Participants will learn about our local Wissahickon trees in the context of the kabbalistic concepts of the “four
worlds:” Assiah (physical/action), Yetzirah (feeling/formation), Beriyah (mindfulness/creation), and Atzilut (spirit/
emanation). We will encounter (and eat!) examples of Wissahickon plants that fall into these categories. More
information is available on Mishkan’s Lifelong Learning web page.)
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Deborah Gross-Zuchman Exhibition Opening
Sunday, January 28, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., Heschel-King Room.
Mishkan Shalom is pleased to announce an exhibition of the works of
renowned Philadelphia artist Deborah Gross-Zuchman, “Peace in
Pieces.”
The exhibition includes a group of paintings and poems created
when the artist’s son was in the Marines, and represents her personal
concerns about war from a mother’s point of view. The title of the
exhibition refers both to the collage work and the broken aspects of
peace.
Ms. Gross-Zuchman also will join us during the Shabbat evening
potluck (5:45 p.m.) and Service (7:30 p.m.) on Friday,
January 12, when she will discuss the exhibit and read from her
book Windows Into War.
There will also be a display of her collages from Seder for the 21st
Century, an haggadah written and illustrated by the artist for today’s
diverse families.
At the exhibition opening, there will be a book signing for Windows Into War (a mother’s lament): Seder for the 21st
Century and her newest illustrated book, Becky’s Braids, written by Susan Weiss. A portion of the sales will be
given to Mishkan Shalom.

Teen Events
GJC, Mishkan Shalom and Folkshul Teens:

Join the NEW Tri-Shul Youth Group!

by Claire Brunhild
For our kick-off event, we will be rock climbing together and playing team-building games! This is a great
opportunity to bring your friends, make some new ones, and have a rockin’ time!
WHEN: Sunday, January 21, 3:00-6:00 p.m.
WHERE: Philadelphia Rock Climbing Gym, East Falls
3500 Scotts Lane
COST: $30/student

(AND BE SURE TO WEAR CLOSED-TOED SHOES!)
Teens who RSVP before January 3 will receive a $5 discount. Teens MUST
RSVP by January 17 to participate in the event! Parents must sign BOTH
the gym waiver and the congregational release form.
Please email Claire@mishkan.org for more information!
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Notes From The December
New Sanctuary Movement
General Assembly
By Michael Ramberg
This assembly included a reflection on the work NSM
has done in the last year—there’s a great deal to be
proud of in our accomplishments of empowering
immigrants and defending them, but there’s so much
more to be done in the coming year.
NSM members, including Yosaif and myself, performed
a play to shed light on Philadelphia’s win in court
against the Trump administration’s effort to punish
sanctuary cities. The play showed that that Philadelphia
won the case by convincing the judge that the
city already complies in many ways with federal
immigration authorities—i.e., it won by flaunting the
ways that it’s not a sanctuary city, something we are
continually working to change, so that in the City of
Brotherly Love and Sisterly Affection, love, not ICE
and the federal government, shapes policy towards
immigrants. The point of the play was to engage
members in a conversation about complicated policy
issues, something which many political leaders assume
immigrants can’t do. A lively discussion followed the
play, proving these leaders wrong.
Yosaif shared this reflection, “I was especially struck
by the solidarity of people from different immigrant
communities…how they handle communication, share
food, show such mutual respect for each other. It was
also a learning experience for me to be the “other,"
using earphones to hear the proceedings translated
into English (rather than hearing it in English while
others - i.e. the “other" - needed to have things
translated into their language).”

Thirteen (!) members of Mishkan made
it to the Church of the Advocate in
North Philly on a very cold morning to
welcome Carmela and her 4 children
into sanctuary there. Their reflections
are below.
But first, please take a moment to sign this petition
supporting Carmela, and watch the video you’ll find at
that site. And stay tuned for more information on how
Mishkan can support Carmela and her family!
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Abby Ruder
It was very moving for me to be at The Church of
the Advocate today. I felt like both a witness to and
a fellow traveler with Carmela and her family, their
struggle and courageous stance for freedom - from
fear, violence, inhumanity, and corruption in Mexico and
America. This is the kind of freedom that has no orders,
reminds us that no one is a stranger. We are kin, we
are each other’s keepers.
For me, the 1st day of Hanukkah was consecrated
by being with Carmela and her family and so many
supporters at the Church of the Advocate. I spoke a
little about this at the Mishkan community meeting
tonight. Abundance is relative and freedom the greatest
gift. We all had a chance to be truly generous tonight
by signing the NSM petition in support of Carmela’s
family’s freedom, seeking asylum from deportation.
Maybe sanctuary means we are companions, not
strangers, and is a Holy call to connection. A wise
person taught me that the sight of someone suffering
should not evoke the response “there but for the grace
of God go I” but rather, “there go I."
Anndee Hochman
On this first day of Hanukkah, it felt urgent and
important to stand in solidarity with Carmela and her
family, parishioners of the Church of the Advocate
and allies from Mishkan, St.Vincent’s and other New
Sanctuary Movement congregations. This is what
resistance looks like in our day. When we sang “Lean
on Me,” I thought about my own ancestors, and about
the vulnerability and hope of all people who seek a firm
footing in the United States.

Marcy Boroff
I was inspired by Carmela’s story and her and her
family’s resilience. I pray our country can provide
her with the life that she and so many others in her
situation have the right to.
Steve Jones
The event in support of Carmela and her family gave
us a chance to act on a key Jewish value: care for the
stranger. We act on this value not only because it is
good for others, but also because it is good for us. As
we learned today, revolutionary change does not start
in the “center” of society; it starts at the edges, with
those who have the most to gain and the least to lose
by upsetting the status quo. By supporting the voice of
the stranger, we’re amplifying a prophetic voice.
Gene Bishop
In a week in which President Trump announced he
was moving the US embassy to Jerusalem - a kind of
announcement that Palestinians will be made homeless
there - it was important for us as Jews to reaffirm our
commitment to welcoming the stranger and to live
with all in peace. Standing with Carmela and her family
was a small gesture - it certainly posed no risk to us
- but helped emphasize and bring home the obstacles
faced by the immigrant community.
Sarah Katz
It was incredibly moving to bear witness to Carmela
and her family’s remarkable bravery.
Steve Newman
Although Hanukkah is, like Christmas, often obscured
by a frenzy of buying, the NSM event today at the
Church of the Advocate reminds us that at its heart it’s
a holiday about freedom. Listening to Carmela bravely
tell her story of searching for sanctuary to resist a
cruel ICE order to return her and her family to a place

where her life would be in peril, a place where drugrelated violence had already claimed her uncle and
two of her nephews, I realized how precious and hardfought freedom so often is. And it can’t be fought
for alone; we need to come together to help those
victimized by the powerful, understanding that our faith
commands us to be kind to the stranger and that we
may be in the same situation now or may be one day.
Marc Jacobs
For me, I do not usually choose to attend protests. But
I needed to show up today. This was an act of love for
people who our government will send back to possibly
be killed by the cartel. Do I respond when they come
for the other? Or do I wait for them to come for me?
Judi Bernstein-Baker
It was wonderful to see Carmela’s courage and the
courage of her children. It is special that Church of
the Advocate, a long time beacon of social justice and
civil rights in the African-American community, is now
offering sanctuary to a Latino family, creating a powerful
inter-ethnic alliance. Mishkan is doing fantastic work
with the immigrant and refugee community and I am
proud of our active participation in supporting this
family and in working with another family also seeking
asylum who live in Northwest Philadelphia.
Yosaif August
Hearing the story of the mother knocking on
church doors, starting in NJ and ending at this one in
Philadelphia reminded me of that plaintive lyric, “tell me
where shall I go, to the East or to the West?…” Their
story is our story. And their courage and perseverance
of the mother who is so determined to make a life
for her young family. And experiencing their utter
vulnerability amidst the enormous splendor of the
Advocate church, which is so wonderfully providing
protection right now.
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Lifelong Learning 5778
January – May, 2018
At Mishkan Shalom, we believe in learning for life. Below you’ll find a varied, robust range of
classes, workshops and experiences to help you—no matter your age or prior experience with
Judaism—grow and learn.
If you have a suggestion for a class you’d like to take—or teach—contact Jennifer Coburn, Lifelong
Learning Committee chair at Jennifer.coburn@gmail.com
We are currently updating all Lifelong Learning Class Registration links for Winter/Spring 5778. Please
check back to our Lifelong Learning page at www.mishkan.org or mail a check.
Spiritual Direction: A Monthly Open Circle
Saturdays, 9:00-9:55 am; Jan 13, Feb 10, Mar 10, Apr 14, May 12 (monthly)
Jewish Spiritual Direction is a process of exploring our connection with what we experience as sacred. Come promptly at 9:00 a.m. so
we may begin together. Led by Meredith Barber. The Spiritual Direction Circle meet on the 2nd Shabbat of each month.
												 No charge for this class
Judaism for Our Times: Drawing on the Wisdom of our Tradition to Live in Challenging Times
Wednesdays, 6:45-8:00 pm
• Part 1 – Taught by Rabbi Shawn - Jan 17, 31, Feb 7. These sessions will draw on Jewish tradition and contemporary practices for
everyday living to help us strengthen, clarify and ground our life choices in our values and centuries of Jewish wisdom. We will
explore, study and discuss with each other the themes of Money and Jewish Values, Love and Relationships, and Living in Sacred
Community.
3 sessions: $40 members/$60 non-members
• Part 2 – Taught by Rabbi Yael - Apr 11, 18, 25. These sessions will draw on Jewish traditional and contemporary spiritual practices
for everyday living to help us strengthen, clarify and ground our life choices and ability to navigate turbulent times. We will explore,
practice and share together Jewish approaches to Blessing and Gratitude, Paths to a Greater Mystery, and Shabbat and Daily
Practice.
3 sessions: $40 members/$60 non-members
Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature through a Jewish Lens
Saturdays, Jan 27 and May 5, 12:30-2:30pm  
Led by Steve Jones, “Walk the Talk” is a series of guided outdoor experiences in which participants learn about “reading” the natural
landscape as a text. Participants walk for about an hour and a half in the nearby Wissahickon forest, observe elements of the natural
world, learn about ecological relationships, and study short Jewish texts.
• The Jan 27 Shabbat walk occurs 4 days before Tu B’Shevat, a time in the calendar when we note that the sap is rising in the
seemingly sleeping forest, and we can sense the forest coming back to life through the cold.
• Our May 5 spring walk will focus on the bird migration from Central and South America to our woods, along with the flowering of
many of the plants native to our valley.
All ages are welcome! Meet at Mishkan Shalom after services, 12:30, then carpool to a starting point for the walk in the nearby
woods. Please wear sturdy shoes and sensible clothes for the outdoors. Please register and pay in advance via the website.
$5/session (members & non-members). We will not collect money on Shabbat
Shabbat Lunch and Learn
2 Saturdays, Feb 3 and Apr 21, 12:30-2:00 pm
In these brown-bag lunch discussions in the Library following Shabbat services, Lisa Joy and Alan Tuttle will use the Reconstructionist
A Guide to Jewish Practice, Vol. 1: Everyday Living, by David A. Teutsch, as a springboard for stimulating and meaningful discussions:
• FEB.3-Speech Ethics: Slander, Gossip, and Reproof—The airwaves and social media are rife with people talking to and about each
other. What does our tradition, and what do current thinkers including participants in this session, find meaningful and challenging
in using our power of speech to affect one another and the world around us?
• APR.21-Family & Sexual Ethics—Keeping in mind the Reconstructionist view that “the past has a vote, but not a veto,” we will
consider teachings on family: relationships and obligations between parents and children, between spouses, and among other
family members. In addition, we’ll look through the Jewish lens of sexuality as something natural and holy as we explore the
Reconstructionist views on sexual practices. 					
No charge for these discussions
Fold it Up – Making Hamentaschen
Thursday, Feb 22, 6:30-8:30 pm — Mishkan Kitchen
We hate Haman, but we don’t hate hamentaschen! Have you always wanted to learn how to bake your own hamentaschen? Or
just want to make them with your fellow Mishkaners? Come roll the dough and choose your favorite filling with Jean Brody in a
hamentaschen-baking night of revelry. Jean will provide the ingredients; you bring a bowl, rolling pin, and cookie sheet so you can
take your filled cookies home to finish baking. Purim costumes optional.
To ensure we have enough ingredients, PLEASE pre-register.
$10 members/$15 non-members

Pause & Refresh Your Soul: An Exploration of Shabbat Unplugging
Saturdays, 4:30 - 6:00 pm, Feb 24, Mar 17, Apr 28
Led by Rabbis Shawn and Simcha Zevit in their Mt. Airy home (address provided upon registration). Monthly reflection, study and song
that blend Shabbat afternoon tradition with text study, contemplation, prayer and spiritual practice, all connected to this year’s theme
of keeping our eye on life- our commitments, choices, time and energy for a sustainable and just world. Throughout the year we
explore the Jewish approaches to middot, (values, characteristics, virtues) focusing session by session on different middot we might
take on to live our lives more fully, consciously and in relation to the people and world we are part of. See http://reformjudaism.org/
study-48-middot, http://www.phillymussar.org/middot.html and http://www.torahaura.com/samples/44309.pdf  	
		
							 $10.00/session (members); $15.00/session (non-members)
				
We will not collect money on Shabbat. Please register and pay in advance via the website.
Soul Collage® with a Jewish Spin 					
Sundays, Mar 4 and Apr 22, 1:00-4:00 pm in Social Hall
Taught by Susan Richards, SoulCollage® is an intuitive, imaginative creative process that is both relaxing and a lot of fun. If you can
use scissors and a glue stick you can do it! No art experience necessary – just receptivity, trust in the process, and a spirit of
adventure! Join us Mar 4th, when we will have just reveled in Purim and are looking ahead to the renewal of Passover. Join us (again
or for the first time) on April 22n—coincidentally the 22nd day of the Omer—the special period when we count the days from the
second night of Passover until the Revelation at Sinai on Shavuot. The 22nd Day of the Omer is Chesed shel Netzach, Love within Vision/
Lovingkindness in Endurance—a perfect time for self-reflection. Explore the meaning of these special seasons in our personal journeys
as we make and share SoulCollage® cards. 		
$40/class (members and non-members; includes all supplies)		
              Maximum 12 participants for this workshop
Shining a New Light on Love, Loss & Re-Emergence
Thursdays, Mar 8 and Mar 15, 7:00-8:30 pm
Led by Rabbi Tsurah August, these sessions are interactive, integrating Jewish traditions, texts, and rituals along with utilizing the arts,
e.g., drawing, writing, and music, and are open to anyone interested in exploring end of life issues.
• Session 1, Mar 8: Saying Good-bye. We will explore different ways of having meaningful interactions with our beloveds who are
living their final weeks and days, as well as exploring ideas we might want to incorporate into our own final days.
• Session 2, Mar 15: Re-Emergence. Many of us think Grief and Mourning are synonymous; however, Grief is the amalgam of a
myriad of feelings–emotional, physical, spiritual–that we may experience upon a significant loss. Mourning is the assortment of
ways we use to move through loss and grief to wholeness. We will explore a variety of mourning practices from Judaism and other
spiritual traditions as well as “out of the box” creative techniques to embrace life again.
You may register for 1 or both sessions. Each session is $18 members/$36 non-members
Rabbinic Perspectives on Prayer
Sundays, 10:30-Noon. Mar 11, 18, 25; Apr 22, 29
In this class, Mishkan member Elsie Stern will guide us through texts from the mishnaic tractate Berakhot to explore how the early
rabbis understood the purposes and practices of prayer. We will read the texts in English and no prior experience with rabbinic texts is
necessary. Elsie is the Vice President for Academic Affairs at the RRC where she teaches Bible and Rabbinic Judaism. Attend one, some
or all 5 sessions.		
Each session: $10 members/$15 non-members; All 5 sessions: $40 members/$60 non-members
Passover Desserts – Israeli-style!
Thursday, March 22, 6:30-8:30 pm — Mishkan Kitchen
Just in time for Pesach, new member Ariel Peleg-Globig will share with us some of her secret Sabra family recipes. Together we’ll make
a gluten free almond meal cake with Grand Marnier and some date mush balls. If you have them, come to class with a hand mixer,
a bowl, and a 10” (26cm) spring form pan. Everyone will get some cake and mush balls to taste and/or bring home, as well as some
heretofore secret recipes. To ensure we have enough ingredients, PLEASE pre-register!
$10 members/$15 non-members
One Book Mishkan Events
• Saturday Nite at the Movies: Film TBA
Saturday, March 24, 7:00 - 10:00 pm
We’re screening options to find the best film for our ever-popular movie night, returning with popcorn, libations, yummy treats,
lively discussion and good company! Dr. Adam Blistein – classics scholar, film buff and long-time Movie Nite producer – leads our
post-film discussion. Facilitated by Dr. Adam Blistein. 					
Suggested donation $5.00
• Panel Discussion: The First Love Story: Adam, Eve, and Us
Sunday, May 6, 3:00 - 5:00 pm
In the Library Committee’s 13th annual selection, author Bruce Feiler argues that the story of Adam & Eve is as much about love
as it is about sin, and offers a surprising number of examples from art, literature, drama, religion, and even science to make his
point. Join us as we conclude our series with community members offering their own reactions to Genesis 1-5; followed by Q & A,
discussion and reception. Watch Kol Shalom, Ma Hadash and www.mishkan.org for details. Questions? Suggestions? Write
library@mishkan.org. Facilitator & Panelists TBA 					
Suggested donation $5.00
Torah Study						
Shabbat (Saturday) mornings, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. in the Library
Each Shabbat morning we gather to read, discuss, question and explore that week’s Torah portion in sessions led by Mishkan rabbis,
members and friends of the community. Together, we become both teachers and students. Open to adults and teens. If you’d like to
lead a session or have questions about Torah study, Eugene Fleischman Sotirescu, Torah Study Coordinator, welcomes your
questions. Click here to learn more about our weekly Torah Study

Library Committee

by Sharon Rhode

One Book Mishkan's Spring Program Dates:
Mark Your Calendars Now for Movie Nite &
Panel Discussion!
Springtime program plans for our 13th annual selection, The First Love Story: Adam, Eve,
and Us, by Bruce Feiler, are well underway. Be sure to note the dates and times on your
calendars, and watch this space, the Lifelong Learning and Library webpages at www.
mishkan.org, and Mishkan Shalom’s weekly e-newsletter, Ma Hadash, for details on these
upcoming events:

One Book Mishkan
Saturday Nite at the Movies:
Film TBA

Saturday, Mar. 24, 7:00-10:00 p.m.
We’re screening options to find the best film for our
ever-popular movie night, returning with popcorn,
libations, treats, lively discussion and good company!
Dr. Adam Blistein – classics scholar, film buff and
long-time Movie Nite producer – leads our post-film
discussion. Suggested donation $5.00
Learn more about Library Committee books
and events, on the Library page at:
www.mishkan.org.
Questions? Suggestions? Be in touch at:
library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

One Book Mishkan
Panel Discussion

Sunday, May 6, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Facilitator & Panelists TBA
Author Bruce Feiler argues that the story of Adam
& Eve is at least as much about love as it is about sin,
and offers a surprising number of examples from art,
literature, drama, religion, and even science to make
his point.
Join us as we conclude our series with members
of our community offering their own reactions
to Genesis 1-5. Our panelist’s comments will be
followed by Q & A, open discussion and, as always,
time to visit with delicious refreshments provided by
members of the Library Committee.
Suggested donation $5.00
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Editor: Eilen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein
Distribution: Maria Paranzino
Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, Claire Brunhild, Elissa Goldberg, Anndee Hochman,
Rivka Jarosh, Lance Laver, Eilen Levinson,Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino,
Michael Ramberg, Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell and Shawn Zevit.
Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com
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Weekend in the Woods
Save the Dates!
Mishkan Shalom’s Annual Start-of-Summer Getaway:
June 8, 9, 10, 2018
Long-time Mishkan Retreatniks Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss co-chair the Retreat Committee, a
great team that welcomes newcomers as well as old-timers to plan yet another fabulous weekend, an
unparalleled Mishkan experience they want everyone to enjoy.
Why is that? Well, anticipating last summer’s Weekend in the Woods, Lisa wrote:
The Weekend in the Woods is a unique Mishkan Shalom event. I pull into the camp, and turn off the car for a
few days. Ahh. Green grass, birds singing, no roads, no commute, quiet atmosphere, cabins waiting, clean air to
breathe in deeply. I’m so glad I chose to do this!
As others arrive, I recognize some members, but in a new context: smiling in anticipation of relaxation. Some
old friends, most I wouldn’t know if it weren’t for this annual Weekend in the Woods. I introduce myself to
some newer retreatniks, hoping they find what I’ve loved about this break:Time to get to know Mishkan folks
in a new way.
I look at the schedule: My Judaism in a new place: Kabbalat Shabbat,Torah study, Havdalah.Traditional camp
activities: A campfire with songs and s’mores, boating, nature walks, softball. Down time for crafts, sun, food,
sleep. Unpack the car; let’s go!
And, after last summer’s event, Lisagail wrote in her post-retreat note:
It seems like everyone found something there to enjoy.Whether it was swimming or boating,Torah study or the
accompanying nature walk, singing, s’mores, jewelry-making, our very, very Happy Hour, or time to just hang
out and chat, there’s no doubt that time away, together, moves at a different pace.There were so many things
we could do in just a weekend -- or how little we could do, just relaxing and breathing -- Ahhh!
Did you notice that both descriptions – one in anticipation, one relishing the
memory – contained a deeply relaxing “Ahhh!?” Well, that pretty much says it all!
For those just learning about “Mishkan’s Best-Kept Secret,” you can read comments from past ‘retreatniks,’
see a past brochure & schedule and watch for updates on our webpage at https://mishkan.org/committee/
weekend-in-the-woods.

Looking for a way to get to know fellow members? Even if you’ve never been to the retreat, you’re
welcome to join the Committee – just a handful of fun, lively, gatherings (a.k.a. “meetings”) and a great
way to get to know folks!
Co-chairs Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss would love to hear from you and are happy to answer any questions at:
mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com.

Watch this space each month for details, descriptions, registration, photos, etc. Meanwhile, mark these
dates in your calendars today: June 8, 9 and 10. And get ready to say, “See you in the Poconos!”
										— Sharon Rhode
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov

We offer a hearty mazel tov to Dinah Soloway and
her family as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah, and to
Peter Handler and Karen Singer on the birth of their
granddaughter; and to Nicholas Lodise and Brittany
Lichtman on the birth of their daughter Wren
Harper Lodise.

Condolences

We send condolences to Erin Hirsh on the death
of her father, Chas Hirsh; to Beth Margolis Rupp
on the death of her Father Sheldon (Shelly) Black
Margolis; and to Eugene Fleischman Sotirescu on the
death of his mother Anca Ilana Sotirescu. May Erin,
Beth Eugene and their families be comforted among
all who mourn, and may Chas’s, Shelly’s and Anca’s
memories be for a blessing.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support,
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Ellen
Tichenor, Erica Eisenberg, Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle,
Claire Needleman, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin,
Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Denise Kulp, Robin
Leidner, Nathan Horwitz, and Natalie Gorvine.
We also send ongoing love, support, and
prayers for healing to all those Mishkan
members in need of healing, but who seek
to remain private.
We are keeping Carol Dombroski (mother of Brian
Dombroski), Natalie Caplin (mother of Wendy
Caplin), Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Sarah
Rivka bat Elizabeth (mother of Rabbi Shawn Zevit),
Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra
Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father
of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine),
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman),
Edgar and Eva Galson (father and mother of Wendy
Galson and father-in-law and mother-in-law of
Susan Windle), Julie Post and Joseph Post (sister
and father of Nancy Post), Judith Leicht (friend of
Eilen Levinson) and Hans Jack Apfelbaum, (father of
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Claudia Apfelbaum) in our prayers as well. May they
all experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).
Please notify us if you want a name added to,
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and
prayers of healing…” list.

Are you receiving
Acts of Caring via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan
members. It is our communication central for
sharing life cycle events and community needs
for help. If you are not receiving Acts of Caring,
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed
by Constant Contact). If you unsubscribe from Ma
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring. Please contact
the office for clarification.

Acts of Caring

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community
learn about significant events in the lives of our
members. In this way, we can reach out to one
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM

If you could use a little help because of illness,
or joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan
member too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@
mishkan.org and we will reach out. Hineni offers
concrete support to members in need of short
term help, including meals, visits, transportation,
etc. If you would like some help, but do not wish
a public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with
you privately and seek to arrange help. Our Hineni
coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.
Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a
marvelous way to connect our community!
Please don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you
would like to be posted to our email address:
actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

Yahrzeits
Sylvia Ackelsberg Heller-1/2-Tevet 15
Mother In Law of Marilyn Ackelsberg

Esther Muhlstock-1/14-Tevet 27
Mother of Susan Kershman

Phyllis Hausman Loeb-1/2-Tevet 15
Mother of Deenah

Mae Hausman-1/15-Tevet 28
Grandmother of Deenah Loeb

Herman Louis Weisberg-1/2-Tevet 15
Father of Lawrence Weisberg

Emanuel Schwager-1/15-Tevet 28
Father of Michael Schwager

Mortimer Abeles-1/4-Tevet 17
Father of Judy Mock

Polly Brenman-1/17-Sh’vat 1
Mother of Joe Brenman

Jesse Kohen-1/5-Tevet 18
Father of Arnie Kohen

Mathias Coburn-1/18-Shv’at 2
Father of Jennifer Coburn

Frank Mintzer-1/5-Tevet 18
Father of Deborah Schwartzman

Abraham Jacob Fisher-1/18-Sh’vat 2
Father of Lillian Sigal

Clare Feldman-1/6-Tevet 19
Mother of Jim Feldman

Boris (Barry) Reisner-1/18-Sh’vat 2
Brother of Ilana Reisner

Goldie Goodman-1/6-Tevet 19
Mother of Mark Goodman

Baila Nisson-1/19-Sh’vat 3
Aunt of Natalie Gorvine

David Attia-1/8-Tevet 21
Father of Mordechai Attia

Gertrude Colcher-1/21-Sh’vat 5
Grandmother of Amy Colcher

Hyman Kraff-1/8-Tevet 21
Father of Sue Ellen Liebman

Heinz Marx-1/21-Sh’vat 5
Grandfather of Jessica Menken

Albert Schurr-1/9-Tevet 22
Father of Cindy Perkiss

Helen Roben-1/22-Sh’vat 6
Mother of Brock Roben

Bernard Kleppel-1/10-Tevet 23
Father of Judy Kleppel

Jean Kraemer-1/23-Sh’vat 7
Mother of Elise Luce Kraemer

Charles Trey-1/11-Tevet 24
Father of Beu Trey

Harold Goldberg-1/24-Sh’vat 8
Uncle of Cindy Rosenthal

Gloria Heuckeroth-1/13-Tevet 26
Mother of Deborah Heuckeroth

Lillian Shapiro-1/25-Sh’vat 9
Mother of Stan Shapiro

Eve Konow-1/13-Tevet 26
Mother of Andrea Konow

Adele Weiss-1/25-Sh’vat 9
Mother of Ariel Weiss

Alvin Meadows-1/13-Tevet 26
Father of Stacey Meadows

Robert Colcher-1/29-Sh’vat 13
Father of Amy Colcher

Franklin G. (Jerry) Bishop-1/14-Tevet 27
Father of Gene Bishop

Fannie Erlick-1/29-Sh’vat 13
Grandmother of Anna Forrester & Mitchell Young

William Iser-1/14-Tevet 27
Father of Lynne Iser

Benjamin Munk-1/31-Sh’vat 15
Grandfather of Jessica Menken
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah Study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Saturday, January 6 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael
Friday, January 12 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, Claire and special guest
Deborah Gross-Zuchman.
Saturday, January 13 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire. Our second Shabbat
Hebrew school this year will focus on Racial and Environmental Justice; we will host guest speakers and honor
members doing tikkun olam work; monthly meeting of our Teen Leadership group.
Tuesday, January 16 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh Celebration
Friday, January 19 – 7:00 p.m. – Village Shabbat
Saturday, January 20 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael;
5:00 p.m. – Minha Service – Dinah Soloway will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah, with Rabbi Shawn.
Friday, January 26 - 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire
Saturday, January 27 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire
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