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A Four Worlds Approach 
to a New Reality

By Rabbi Shawn Israel Zevit

“The very blessings of my sheltered life weigh
heavily on my mind... How can I sit calmly in my 
study and formulate ideas of self-fulfi llment when 
people are driven off their lands on which they have 
lived for generations....Then again, if I were to do 
nothing but yield to passive grief over the fate of
the suffering millions of human begins, neither my 
lot nor theirs would be in the least improved.” 

- Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan
Diaries, Feb. 7, 1940

Blessings for this new secular year. In the past few weeks I
have spoken with many of you about how we continue to 
stay spiritually awake, emotionally open-hearted and mindfully and 
physically activist as a new administration moves from pending to 
actual this month. These four ways of engagement comprise the 
classic four worlds of Jewish mysticism that, in harmony, allow 
for tikkun/balance and equanimity within, and in relationship to, 
though not determined by, external circumstance. 

Thanks to the Library Committee’s recently bringing one of 
our movements living treasures and Mordecai Kaplan’s offi cial 
biographer, Mel Scult, to Mishkan--I found the Kaplan quote 
above from his diaries in Communings of the Spirit, Vol. 2. I felt his 
despair, and I was energized by his commitment. 

We have experienced peaks and valleys in our own Mishkan 
Shalom community in recent weeks. The death of Ron Abrams, 
was felt by our school children and teachers who knew him as 
the puppet man, and, especially Men of Mishkan, with whom he 
spent nine years in mutual support. 

We have rejoiced together as our young people took their 
place as adult members of our community, as new and ongoing 
members have brought new babies to be named or celebrated 
their own rights of passage and anniversaries. Showing up to 
share in all these moments of joy and sorrow is part of being 
in a covenantal community, whether we know someone well       
or not. 

(Continued on next page)

APRIL 29 
HEARTBEAT!

JEWISH & ARAB MUSICIANS FROM THE 
HEARTBEAT ENSEMBLE WILL PERFORM  

AT MISHKAN'S
 "SOUNDS OF PEACE & JUSTICE"

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

SAVE THE DATES 
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Rabbi’s Letter

 

the New Sanctuary Movement to date- now is the 
time. Mishkan member Rabbi Michael Ramberg is 
now a board member of NSM, Lisagail Zeitlin is 
now a member of the POWER Board, and Steve 
Newman, Julie Currie and Margaret Lenzi help lead 
our core team. The issues of full fair funding of 
our education system, immigration and welcoming 
refugees, challenging racial injustice and ending mass 
incarceration, green jobs and economic dignity 
are front-and-center in our local as well as larger 
community. There will be 100 days of activism 
training on a variety of issues following the march to 
energize and equip us with perspectives and tools 
to meet the many challenges we are facing since the 
recent election. 

At the same time, know that random acts of 
kindness, radical acts of love and compassion, non-
violently standing for justice in all forms, all make a 
difference--they do.

We are re-energizing our Sustainable Mishkan 
team later this month under the leadership of new 
member Julie Meyers. We have a special presenter 
from the newly formed and active Northwest Philly 
Solar COOP during our potluck and service on 
Friday, January 27. I hope you will join us, regardless 
of where you live, to learn about this new exciting 
venture. Please be in touch with Julie Meyers, Rabbi 
Yael or me if you want to get involved. 

I hope you will participate in the many opportunities 
to strengthen our community by deeper engagement 
this coming month, and throughout the year ahead. 

Hazak Hazak V’Nithazek--Let us be strong and 
strengthen each other. Every moment is the moment 
we were made for--let us rise to the day and live 
fully “in all worlds.”

If you are not a regular worshiper, join us and 
experience what we have been building these last 
few years. If you have wanted to learn and study, 
make the time and register for one of the many life-
long learning classes starting this month through 
May. Explore, deepen, stretch, show-up for yourself 
and each other in ways you may have written off or 
characterized yourself as “not that type.” In the four 
worlds I described above--note your strengths and 
reflect on the areas you can engage in to broaden 
your Jewish and human connection.

We are not sitting passively as a community waiting 
for events to unfold. We are organizing for change 
and against intolerance and injustice. At the same 
time we are continuing to explore new forms of 
engagement through our community connections 
board (thank you, Sharon Gornstein and Marcy 
Boroff), our winter Shabbat school pilot program 
following a dynamic December debut, and (thanks 
to Jane Lipton) a special Friday night potluck and 
event on Main Street in Manayunk with accapella 
group ShirAppeal. I encourage all of us to seek 
out moments of joyful, creative expression, Jewish 
learning and practice, and community connection 
as a way of renewing ourselves as we participate 
in actions small and large to stand for our deepest 
values and aspirations in the face of perceived and 
actual divisiveness in our culture.

This is why Brian Walt, our founding rabbi, and 
our founding members, came together as Mishkan 
Shalom in January of 1988. To stand for inclusion 
and diversity, life-long learning and traditional/
innovative spiritual practice, a commitment to the 
wellbeing of our city, mutual self-determination and 
peace for Israelis and Palestinians, activism for justice 
and lovingly caring for each other.  This is why we 
gather now and take strides towards realizing our 
statement of principles, even more now than ever. 
Every moment is the moment we were made for. 
Now is the moment we, who are Mishkan Shalom 
at this liminal moment in history, are called together 
to meet. 

On Monday, January 16, we will join dozens 
of other Philadelphia congregations, unions and 
organizations for a major march in Philadelphia. If 
you have not participated in our work in POWER or 

(Continued from page 1)

https://mishkan.org/mishkan-on-main-a-winter-shabbat-celebration-january-6th
https://mishkan.org/mishkan-on-main-a-winter-shabbat-celebration-january-6th
https://mishkan.org/power-philadelphians-organized-to-witness-empower-rebuild


3

Face to Face
By Susan Windle 

Perhaps, like me, you have struggled to find your footing as 
the news of each day tumbles in. Perhaps, as you navigate the 
everyday necessities of your personal life you have wondered 
where and how to best participate in the political resistance 
that seems so urgently necessary at this time. If it is hard to 
keep your balance, you have company. These are dangerous 
and volatile times. But as the heroic “water protectors” 
of Standing Rock show us, prayer, song, and meditation 
are not optional. They are more important than ever. And the 
relationships we build while standing against the storm will 
carry us through. The poem I bring you was inspired by the 
Occupy Wall Street movement that riveted my attention and 
called me to action in the fall of 2011.

 Our political and environmental landscape is frightening, but 
I believe the awful winds are bringing change—a new kind of 
economy, a way of living together in the world as beings who 
see, in one another and in the earth herself, the many faces of 
God. I don’t know how long this struggle will last or whether 
I or my children will live to see these new ways manifest in 
political realities. But I have faith in the outcome. Or perhaps 
it is more accurate to say I choose faith, faith over fear, 
because it helps me live more fully.  And I pledge to do my 
part. I promise, with you as my witnesses, to pay attention 
to what my part may be at any given time. I am called to be 
engaged, but not swept up, in the politics of the day.

Some of us must go to the front lines. Perhaps that time 
is now, or perhaps we will be called soon. (We don’t have to 
be everywhere. Only somewhere.) In my own life I know 

Panim el Panim (Face to Face)

I have seen God face to face
— and I live. 

(Gen 32:31)

Don’t take yourself out of the conversation. 
Look. Your absence 

leaves a hole 
nothing can fill.

This is why the earth is troubled. 
Too many absences— 

bodies, souls 
failing to show up  

where they are needed, arms  
withheld from the fight, voices 

held back from the song,  
the song that wants us  

to sing it.

A great change is in the winds— 
take it in. 

You don’t need to be everywhere, 
only somewhere, choosing 
your sounds, your cadence

allowing the space
between thoughts to ripple  

among the circles of breathers, 
birthers, standers, speakers,  

the ones, choosing and chosen,

who bear us  
who will carry us whole  

and holy into our 
new lives, the lives 

we are almost living.

Yes, there is a world that is coming, 
and we must be here to meet it. 
Don’t leave a shadow, a trace 

where your true face  
needs to be.

Turn this way.  And live.  
Say what you see.

–Susan Windle

http://susanwindle.com/face-to-face/

Illuminated Sycamore by Susan Windle

http://susanwindle.com/face-to-face/
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Dear Friends,

As we continue to walk in the wake of the 
Presidential election and face the inauguration 
this month—some reflections:

How not to become the rage, fear and fury 
That rises and swirls  
Taking hold of the body and mind? 
How to stay strong and clear 
And return again and again to love, to kindness 
So our actions will be effective and wise?

Thich Nhat Hahn teaches:

See the sacred that surrounds you 
and fills the world. 
Let this guide you in seeking 
the sacred in yourself 
And recognizing the sacred in each other.

 

It is a constant practice and essential, he teaches, 

So as not to become corrupted 
By the forces we seek to change.

Our sacred community is more essential than 
ever.  Let us continue to open our hearts to 
each other, to engage in radical kindness.  Let us 
follow the rabbinic teaching: to judge each person 
on the side of merit—to assume that we are each 
doing the best we can in each moment. We are a 
refuge and source of strength for each other. Let 
us be courageous together, our actions fueled by 
our reverence and guided by all that we love.

Blessings for 2017.  May it be a year of good 
health, clarity of purpose and decisive effective 
action.

In love and blessing,
  Rabbi Yael

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
 Gene Bishop, Jean Brody, Elissa Goldberg, Anndee Hochman, Rivka Jarosh,
Eilen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Michael Ramberg, Sharon Rhode,

 Stephanie Shell, Ellen Tichenor, Susan Windle and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com
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Dear Friends,

How grateful I feel for all the ways Mishkan touches 
my life!  Last year feels at times like a dream that 
went awry while we slept.  Many of us have “woke” 
to the need for daily acts of courage and resistance, 
and at the same time our souls reach hungrily for 
comfort, support and inspiration.  Mishkan is where 
all that is happening. 

Mishkan shines bravely through these dark days, not 
in denial, and not without confusion or pain, but 
steadfastly beaming the power of prayer and the 
power of holy community into our congregation 
to remind us of who we are together and what we 
are here for:  to love, to serve, to seek justice.  The 
night after the election our community converged 
in the chapel to sing and cry our broken hearts out 
with Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Yael.  Through their own 
honest and passionate leadership, we were able to 
find solace with one another and in eternal truths.  
Our bi-weekly Kabbalat Shabbat services raised 
the roof even higher with song and spirit, further 
enriched by guest musicians, rabbis and visitors from 
around the city and country.  I don’t just happen to 
be there on these transcendent evenings:  I make 
it a point to end the week this way whenever I 
can, and hope more of you will join me there.  On 
alternating Saturdays, Rabbi Yael’s mindfulness 
services lift us toward the Divine and out of despair.  
Shabbat morning services, whether with R. Yael or 
R. Shawn, are elevated when our new B’nai Mitzvah 
members share their emerging Jewish understanding 
and wisdom.  When Hebrew School and Shabbat 
mornings coincide, we are all blessed with the fresh 
energy and curiosity the students bring to the 
service.  Beyond services, one evening every month, 
open to any of us in need of, or who could simply 
benefit from, some healing of spirit and body, a lovely 
intimate, confidential Healing Circle is led by Rabbi 
Phyllis Berman and Andrea Madden.   These are only 
some of what goes on here each month; you can 
check in Ma Hadash for more opportunities.

These offerings that inspire and nurture us also 
prepare us to be courageous and steadfast for and 
with others.

“Be warriors,” Rabbi Yael tells us.  We are 
commanded to pray and study torah and then to 
go out into the world and live it.   At Mishkan we 
are engaged in the fight for fairness, justice, dignity, 
and freedom with greater strength than ever.  We 
organize and march with POWER to insist on racial 
and economic and education justice.   Whether 
on the bimah during the High Holidays, or the 
Peace Walk or interfaith building projects, through 
dialogue, prayer and music, Mishkan is engaged with 
Muslims, Christians and others to build bridges 
of understanding to resist Islamaphobia, whether 
in the US or Israel or other places around the 
world.  In Philadelphia, a sanctuary city, Mishkan is a 
sanctuary synagogue that protects immigrants from 
deportation.  Right in our building, as you heard at 
our recent Community Meeting, we are helping to 
support a young idealistic faith community and a 
school dedicated to the wellbeing and success of the 
least privileged youth in our society.

“They say that freedom is a constant struggle,” 
goes the spiritual.  For all we may be radical in 
some Jewish circles, Mishkan isn’t the revolution 
or the quick fix for the next four years, nor is it 
supposed to be.  Mishkan is that constant, home to 
our deepest spiritual longing to be better people.  
Mishkan is where we nurture our connection to all 
of humanity and all that is sacred through our Jewish 
tradition. Mishkan is our bulwark of love and hope in 
these torrential storms, where we come to care for 
and grow our roots, so that together we may catch 
the wind under our wings.

For all these things:  our rabbis, our beloved 
community, our souls’ nurturance and life’s sacred 
purpose, for our children, for the strength to act 
kindly toward one another and the courage to act 
for the sake of many:  please support this precious 
ground we stand on, give generously to our Mishkan 
of peace.   If you missed the turn of the year without 
a gift to Mishkan, or you feel moved now, I urge you 
to consider it your first act of 2017.  

With you,

Ellen

by Ellen TichenorLetter from the President
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Congregational School
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Dear All,

Happy New Year to you all! Many of us make 
New Year resolutions twice a year because, as 
Reconstructionists, we are aware of living in two 
cultures at the same time. I make my moral New 
Year resolutions for Rosh Hashanah and my practical 
New Year resolutions for January. Let me reach all 
my goals and may you reach all of yours. 

January promises to be a diverse and busy month for 
the Mishkan Shalom Congregational School. After a 
winter break for students and teachers, we return 
on January 4 for classes. That Friday night, January 
6, we join the congregation and the Tot group with 
a special Shabbat evening on Main Street. There will 
be a potluck dinner, a special program for Tu B’shvat 
for Tots and an accapella group performing during a 
wonderful service that night. 

On January 8, the faculty will have time to meet with 
parents and share any progress their children are 
making. These sessions are always informative for 
both teachers and students.

This school year we have set aside three times when 
our school will meet on Shabbat. We had our first 
session on December 10. We did thematic teaching 
around Human Rights while adults upstairs were also 
discussing Human Rights. Our students joined the 
congregation for an early Shaharit session and for 
Kiddush after services. I got wonderful feedback from 
students that they liked the activities and parents 
told me how happy they were to be able to join 
the congregation because it meshed with time that 
their children were there. Because we had school 
on Shabbat, the Education Committee organized a 

great day of bowling for Sunday, December 11. Many 
families came, and fun was had by all. 

On January 14, we are having another Shabbat 
school. The theme will be Civil Rights. The older 
students will be joining services a little more and 
even leading some prayers. There will be thematic 
learning in the classes and there will be Tikkun Olam 
activities as part of that learning. Please join the 
congregation as Rabbi Yael leads prayers with the 
theme of Civil Rights.

Finally, on January 22. all the younger classes will be 
going to the Jewish Museum downtown to see an 
exhibit about the Immigrant Experience. We went 
on a group trip last year and it was very successful. 
We are going on two trips this year. If there are any 
congregation members who would like to join us 
for our trip to the Jewish Museum, we are charging 
$12 a person, including parking fees for the museum. 
Please let me know if you want to join us. This would 
be an excellent time for you to go with Mishkan 
Shalom.

Join the congregation on Main Street for January 6, 
for Shabbat of Civil Rights on January 14 and for our 
trip to the Jewish Museum on January 22. We also go 
skating together each year. On February 5, we will go 
to the Penn Skating rink between 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 
p.m. and enjoy ice skating, pizza and playing on the 
ice together. 

Stay warm and enjoy the month. Thank you all for 
the loving support I am getting personally with trying 
to cure my bout with breast cancer. I feel loved and 
held in prayer by this community.           

      Rivka

      

by Rivka Jarosh

"...the Education Committee organized 
a great day of bowling for Sunday, 
December 11. Many families came, and 
fun was had by all."
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NSM @ Mishkan’s Human Rights Shabbat Service and Shabbat School

By Michael Ramberg

We were fortunate to have Blanca Pacheco, 
Assistant Director of the New Sanctuary Movement 
of Philadelphia, join us once again for the morning of 
Human Rights Shabbat, December 10.

This was Mishkan’s first Shabbat School of the 
year, and Blanca led an activity in which students 
created murals showing the ways we should treat 
immigrants. Students came up with simple and 
wonderful ideas, from the macro-level, with access 
to healthcare and employment, to the micro-
level, welcoming immigrants, including them and 
celebrating the ways they’re different.

When students presented their murals to the 
congregation at the beginning of Shabbat services, 
I thought of the line in the morning service, “The 
teaching (Torah) of God is simple, restoring the 
soul.” (Psalm 19:8). The basics of how we should 
treat immigrants really are simple—justly, with 

love, dignity—and I was grateful to students for 
reminding us of that. Thanks to Rivka, the School 
Committee and Rabbi Shawn for making this 
possible!

After services Blanca and I talked to people about 
NSM and people signed NSM petitions and signed 
up for further updates. If you’d like to sign up, email 
me mvramberg at yahoo.com.

By the time you read this NSM will have already 
given the first training of Sanctuary in the Streets 
rapid raid responders.  Additional trainings will be 
offered in January and February—stay tuned for 
details!

Upcoming NSM programs—

  The People’s Inauguration—Friday, January 20, 
     12:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
  General Assembly—Sunday, February 5, 
     3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Fall 2016 End of Year Appeal

Tsurah and Yosaif August
Marcy Boroff and Maria Veneziano
Barbara and Joel Davidson
Ruth Demming
Eileen Eckstein
Sara Friedland
Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman
Doron Henkin and Victor Hall 
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling
Leslie and Michael Leff
Margaret Lenzi and Stan Shapiro
Eilen Levinson
Stacey Meadows – 
Cindy and Steve Perkiss
David Piver
Homer Robinson and Lisa Zahren
Deborah and Mitch Schwartzman
Lillian Sigal

Marc and Barbara Silbert
Alan and Lisa Tuttle
Lisagail Zeitlin
Shawn and Simcha Zevit

General Donation
Laurence Berman – IMO Alan Boroff
Lance and Mary Laver – IMO Ron Abrams
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor – IHO Our Wonderful 
Rabbis

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Anna Forrester and Mitch Young – IMO of Murray Young
Ada Moss Fleisher – IMO Ron Abrams

Site Development Fund
Paul Artrip and Tom Simek – IMO Bill Grey
Carol Grey – IMO Bill Grey

Donations



	

	
	

 

 
	

 
 

	

 

 

AKemove

At Mishkan Shalom, we believe in learning for life. Below you’ll find a varied, robust range of classes, workshops 
and experiences to help you—no matter your age or prior experience with Judaism—grow and learn. 

You can register and pay online for any class listed, using the Adult Education page on Mishkan’s website, 
www.mishkan.org, or you can mail your registration and a check. Please visit our website for detailed information 
about our classes, location, teachers and more. 

If you have a suggestion for a class you’d like to take—or teach—contact Jennifer Coburn, Lifelong Learning 
Committee chair, at Jennifer.coburn@gmail.com 

Spiritual Direction: A Monthly Open Circle  Saturdays, 9:00-9:55 am 
 Jan. 7, Feb. 4, Mar. 4, Apr. 8, May 6, June 3 (monthly) 
Jewish Spiritual Direction is a process of exploring our connection with what we experience as sacred. Please come promptly 
at 9:00 a.m. so we may begin together. Led by Meredith Barber & Rabbi Shawn Zevit. The Spiritual Direction Circle will continue 
to meet monthly through 2017.  No charge for this class 

Engaging Judaism: A Mindful and Meaningful Approach to Jewish Living  6 Sundays, 10:00 am-Noon 
 Jan. 8, Jan. 22, Feb. 5, Feb. 19, Mar. 5, Mar. 19 
Over 6 sessions, we will study some of the foundational aspects to living a dynamic and conscious Jewish spiritual life. 
Combining creative contemporary Reconstructionist perspectives with Jewish tradition, we will study and explore through 
text, discussion, practice and creative expression: Shabbat, Prayer, Jewish Mysticism and the search for God-connection, 
kashrut, the Jewish year and lifecycle, text and tradition, and more!  Led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit, Rabbi Yael Levy, Julie Benioff.
 $80 members/$120 non-members 

Finding the Voice Within: Where Creativity and Spirituality Meet  Fridays (ongoing monthly), 10:30 am-Noon  
 Jan. 20, Feb. 17, Mar. 17, Apr. 21, May 19, June 16 
Thanks to community support, the original group continues; we’re forming this 2nd ongoing group to make space for new 
participants. Group spiritual direction is a contemplative practice in which members listen closely to one another. Led by 
psychologist Dr. Meredith Barber and music therapist Julie Lipson, this monthly group provides a space to quiet our minds and 
look deeply inside ourselves. The group will focus on hearing each other and using singing and creative sounds to reflect back 
journeys and themes—by joining our voices together, we heal ourselves and each other. The group will meet at Meredith 
Barber’s home in Penn Valley. Contact Meredith at 610-405-4903 or meredith.barber@verizon.net for location.  We will need 4 
participants committed to 6 months to run the group.            Sliding scale for 6 months: $120-270 (members & non-members)  

Aleph Isn’t Enough: Hebrew Level Two  Wednesday, 7:00-8:30 pm 
 10 sessions:  Jan. 18, Jan. 25, Feb. 1, Feb. 8, Feb. 15, Feb. 22, Mar. 1, Mar. 8, Mar. 15, Mar. 22 
You learned the aleph-bet, but can’t understand the words of the prayers? Then the Hebrew 2 class is for you-to infuse the 
symbols with their meaning Our textbook, “Aleph Isn’t Enough.,” opens the door to our spiritual heritage by expanding our 
vocabulary and introducing the structure of the language, all while deepening our understanding of parts of our liturgy and 
tradition. Rabbi Meryl Crean will guide the participants to be able to daven (pray) meaningfully with the congregation and 
explore and deepen their own relationship with Jewish avodah (worship/service).  $180 members/$216 non-members 

Pause & Refresh Your Soul: An Exploration of Shabbat Unplugging  Saturdays, 4:30-6:00 pm 
 Feb. 11, Mar. 18, Apr. 15, May 20 

Led by Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha at their home. Monthly reflection, study and song that blend Shabbat afternoon 
tradition and reflection with text study, contemplation, prayer and spiritual practice, all connected to this year’s theme of 
engaging with Jewish living and moving towards greater consciousness in the four worlds of Jewish mystical understanding—
physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual.          $10 members/$15 non-members. We will not collect money on Shabbat. 
 Please register and pay in advance via the website

 

Lifelong Learning, 5777 
Spring Courses:  January – June, 2017 

https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://mishkan.org/committee/spiritual-direction
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/engaging-judaism-a-mindful-and-meaningful-approach-to-jewish-living
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/finding-the-voice-within-where-creativity-and-spirituality-meet
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/beginning-hebrew-unlock-the-aleph-bet
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/pause-and-refresh-your-soul-an-exploration-of-shabbat-unplugging
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/pause-and-refresh-your-soul-an-exploration-of-shabbat-unplugging


Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature through a Jewish Lens   Saturday, Feb. 25 & April 29, 12:30-2:30 pm 
Led by Steve Jones. “Walk the Talk” is a series of guided outdoor experiences in which participants learn about “reading” the 
natural landscape as a text. Participants walk for about an hour and a half in the nearby Wissahickon forest, learn about 
ecological relationships among forest creatures, make blessings, and study short Jewish texts. On the February 25th winter 
walk, we note that the sap is rising in the seemingly sleeping forest, and we can sense the forest coming back to life through 
the cold. Our April 29th spring walk is likely to focus on the bird migration from Central and South America to our woods, 
along with the flowering of many of the plants native to our valley. All ages are welcome to meet at Mishkan Shalom after 
services, then carpool to a starting point for the walk in the nearby woods. Participants should wear sturdy shoes and sensible 
clothes for the outdoors.  $5/session (members and non-members). We will not collect money on Shabbat.  
 Please register and pay in advance via the website	

SoulCollage® with a Jewish Spin Sunday, Feb 12 & May 7, 1:00-4:00 pm  
Taught by Susan Richards. SoulCollage is an intuitive, imaginative, creative and fun process. If you can use scissors and glue 
stick you can do it! The February 12th class will take place just after we have just celebrated Tu B’Sh’vat, the New Year of the 
Trees—when sap is rising unseen beneath the frozen ground, preparing for the blossoms that will astound us when they burst 
forth. Our dreams also dwell below ground, and like the rising sap are vital. SoulCollage® is a very natural way to explore dreams 
and their meanings. In May, during the special time between Pesach and Shavuot when we are counting the Omer, we will focus 
on the SoulCollage® Companion Suit, the energetic dimension of our companion animals. Come and meet the animals who 
reside in the Kabbalistic power points in our bodies and learn what guidance they may offer us! No art experience necessary—
just receptivity, trust in the process, and a spirit of adventure. Fee includes all supplies. $40/class (members and non-
members) 

One Book Mishkan:  Saturday, March 25, 2017, 7:00 pm 	
Saturday Nite at the Movies: God on Trial Facilitated by Dr. Adam Blistein	
God on Trial, a BBC made-for-TV movie, dramatizes a trial conducted by inmates in an Auschwitz barracks in which God is accused 
of breaking his covenant with the Jewish people. We chose this movie to pair with our One Book since it examines a number of 
traditional Jewish views of God that Kaplan also interrogates. Dr. Adam Blistein – classics scholar, film buff and long-time Movie 
Nite producer – leads our post-film discussion. Join us for popcorn, libations, yummy treats, lively discussion and good company!
 Suggested donation $5.00	

Let it Rise: Challah Baking Thursday, March 30th, 6:30-8:30 pm 
Join seasoned challah-makers Elissa Goldberg and Anndee Hochman to learn a generations-old family challah recipe; practice 
mixing, braiding and baking; and learn a bit of challah history and ritual. Come to the class with a large mixing bowl; return home 
with a freshly baked mini-challah and dough ready for an overnight refrigerator slow-rise so you can braid and bake a full-size 
loaf in time for Shabbat (Mishkan’s Village Kabbalat Shabbat is the 31st!). You’ll also bring home a packet with the basic recipe, 
some variations (raisin challah! pesto challah!) and printed challah blessings. Participation essentials: Pre-registration and your 
own mixing bowl.  To ensure we have enough ingredients, cooking space and instructional guides, PLEASE pre-register.       
 $10 per participant 

Leadership for Living 4 Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm 
 Apr. 26, May 3, May 17, May 31  

Taught by Rabbi Shawn and Mishkan board member Barry Dornfeld. Leaders aren’t just born; they’re created through reflection, 
learning and practice. This course will explore ideas and values on leadership from Jewish and other faith traditions. It aspires to 
help participants develop leadership skills, take up new roles in faith-based and other institutions and build stronger 
communities in all aspects of their lives. The coursework will include readings, teachings and discussions (face-to-face and 
virtual), application to real-world experiences and reflection. Open to Mishkan members, especially those interested in 
synagogue leadership and governance, and non-members, including those from other faith-based and community 
organizations. $36 members/$72 non-members 

One Book Mishkan:  Sunday, May 7, 2017 3:00 - 5:00 pm	
Book Discussion: The Radical American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan, by Mel Scult  Dr. Lillian Sigal, Facilitator 
Join us as we conclude our series with a lively discussion of this powerful work on the founder of the Jewish Reconstructionist 
movement. Kaplan’s concern with the spiritual fulfillment of the individual grew from a Judaism  of disconnection he saw around 
him. How shall we adapt Kaplan’s ideas to new questions of Jewish identity? Dr. Lillian Sigal has taught Bible and Religion at 
colleges and universities. Refreshments will be served. No charge for this event. 

Mishkan Shalom is a Reconstructionist congregation in which a diverse community of progressive Jews 
finds a home.  Mishkan's Statement of Principles commits the community to integrate Prayer, Study and 

Acts of Caring – and to work with other people of faith to repair the world in justice and peace. 
	

https://mishkan.org/store/donations/walk-the-talk-knowing-nature-through-a-jewish-lens
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/soul-collage-with-a-jewish-spin-reaping-the-harvest
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/let-it-rise-challah-baking
https://mishkan.org/events/2016-04-17/lifelong-learning-leadership-for-living-a-sacred-trust-with-rabbi-shawn-zevit-dr-b
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/walk-the-talk-knowing-nature-through-a-jewish-lens
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Library
One Book Mishkan Author Mel Scult on Mishkan’s YouTube Channel
Mark Your Calendars for Movie Night and Book Discussion This Spring

Those able to join us in mid-December enjoyed an 
afternoon with Dr. Mel Scult -- noted historian of 
Reconstructionist Judaism and leading biographer of 
Rabbi Kaplan -- that, according to Library Committee 
stalwart Natalie Gorvine, “…was at once profound 
and fully accessible, inspiring and thought-provoking, 
and it even included some delightful jokes and 
anecdotes.”

If you missed this excellent program, you’ll be glad 
to know that a full video will be available on our 

YouTube channel, including opening remarks by Rabbi 
Shawn Zevit (for whom Mel Scult was a mentor), 
introduction by Harold Gorvine (Mel’s dear friend 
and colleague), Mel’s remarks and the Q & A, which 
followed.

Very special thanks to Barry Dornfeld, board 
member and documentary filmmaker, for his 
excellent work creating this video! Access the video 
here:  https://vimeo.com/195406527

Book Discussion: 
The Radical American Judaism of 
Mordecai M. Kaplan, by Mel Scult
Sunday, May 7, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

In a departure from our usual format, we decided 
to hold our Book Discussion in the spring to allow 
maximum reading time. Join us as we conclude our 
series with a lively discussion of this powerful work 
on the founder of the Jewish Reconstructionist 
movement.

The Library has two copies of the book available to 
circulate, for three weeks at a time.

Wishlist, New Acquisitions and 
Donations
Our Library Committee keeps a running wishlist 
of titles we’d love to add to the collection. If you’d 
like to help us obtain a wishlist selection, please 
contact Natalie Gorvine. As our library is bursting 
with wonderful selections, a reminder to all that any 
contributions of works on Jewish subject matter 
(in good condition) must be approved before being 
donated. Please contact Eilen Levinson. This winter, 
we’ll be posting a list of new acquisitions on our 
website – watch for details!

by Sharon Rhode

Saturday Nite at the Movies: 
“God on Trial”
Saturday, March 25, 7:00 p.m.

Our 5777 program 
series, based on this 
year’s One Book 
Mishkan selection, 
The Radical American 
Judaism of Mordecai 
M. Kaplan, continues 
with our ever-popular 
“Saturday Night at the 
Movies” in late winter. 
We’ll screen “God on 
Trial,” a BBC made-
for-TV movie, which 
dramatizes a trial 
conducted by inmates 
in an Auschwitz barracks in which God is accused 
of breaking his covenant with the Jewish people. We 
chose this movie to pair with our One Book since 
it examines a number of traditional Jewish views of 
God that Kaplan also interrogates.

Learn more about the Library Committee and upcoming One Book Mishkan programs by visiting our Library 
page at: www.mishkan.org. For general questions, or to contact Natalie or Eilen, write library@mishkan.org. See 
you in the Library!

https://vimeo.com/195406527
mailto:library@mishkan.org
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Alex Ginsberg
January 21, (minha)

He remembers watching his sister leave for Hebrew 
School—“not in the best mood, but not the 
worst—a little grumpy, maybe, because she had to 

get up early.” And he 
recalls the day his father 
interrupted a Lego 
session to let Alex know 
it was now his turn.

“The first day, I was 
awkward and curled into 
my jacket in the corner. 
But it turned out to be 
really fun. I liked the open 
activities and the way of 
teaching.”

Eventually, he says, “They told me I was going to have 
a Bar Mitzvah because I was going to be an adult in 
the community. I thought, ‘Can’t I just be an adult 
without that?’ When I saw what a Torah looked like, I 
thought, ‘How could you read from that?’ I thought it 
was impossible.”

But when he began tutoring eight months ago, Alex 
found the learning curve surprisingly smooth. A hoog 
(elective) on trop had given him a solid foundation, 
and his tutor’s strategy of covering the transliteration 
nudged him to do the hard work of decoding 
Hebrew. 

His parasha, Vaera (Ex. 6:2-9:35), captured his 
attention with its familiar drama of the first seven 
plagues. “What really got me about this was the way 
the Torah describes things, like a really good novel: ‘In 
the morning you shall go to the water and cast your 
staff out and the river shall become foul…’ It uses 
very focused language.” 

While preparing his d’var Torah, Alex wrestled with a 
conundrum: Did Pharaoh harden his own heart, or 
did God make him refuse Moses’ repeated pleas? “I 
think that at first, Pharaoh hardened his own heart. It 
was his choice to not let the [Israelite] people go and 
to cause more pain and suffering to his own people. 
Then, at the end, it was God’s choice to make sure 
Pharaoh said no, so that he could multiply his marvels 
and wonders in the land of Egypt and the people can 
know it was God who saved them.” 
In those verses, Alex also found connections to the 
world of 2017. “At first, I didn’t really know what to 
do for my tikkun olam project. Then my dad thought 
about the refugee crisis. I was able to tie it in with 
the parasha: when Moses led the Israelites out of 
Egypt, they were all refugees fleeing from their land.”

Alex has been working with HIAS, an immigrant-aid 
organization, tutoring the children of refugees from 
Afghanistan and Eritrea and helping to make beds, 
stack dishes and install light bulbs in the apartments 
those families will occupy. 

At The Philadelphia School, where Alex is a 7th-grader, 
he loves the year-long themes that provide focus for 
interdisciplinary learning. At Mishkan, he appreciates 
a similar experiential approach. “The services are 
fun; you can be part of them. They let kids come 
up and see the Torah and do the blessings. We have 
discussions about real-life events. We do Holocaust 
presentations.”

His year of Bar Mitzvah preparation has deepened 
that learning. “I’ve learned about refugees from my 
tikkun olam project—that we should notice and care 
for them. That every person has their own passion 
for tikkun olam. I’ve definitely learned more Hebrew.
“I’ve worked on this for a long time. Now this is 
where it all ends. This is the climax. I get to see all 
my friends at the same time, and it’s a good way to 
honor people you love at the service and the party.”
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From Jean Brody, Chair of the Fundraising Committee:

The Fundraising Committee 
has a number of efforts planned for this year.  

When you support these efforts, 
you support Mishkan and all we do.  

Here’s what’s happening:

DID YOU MISS MAKING A YEAR END GIFT?  
YOU CAN START THE YEAR RIGHT WITH A GIFT TO MISHKAN! 

Please be sure to include Mishkan Shalom in your end of year giving.  All gifts, of all sizes, help to keep 
Mishkan the vibrant, compelling spiritual home we love.  Click here to make a contribution now. 

JOIN THE COMMITTEE!  
The Fundraising Committee is working to support the financial health of our beloved congregation, and 
welcomes you to join us in this important work.  Our membership dues do not cover the full cost of 
keeping our doors open, and the work we do supports all of Mishkan’s essential activities.  If you care 
about Mishkan, consider joining the Fundraising Committee.  Contact Jean Brody for more information: 
jeanbrody@comcast.net.  

SAVE THE DATE - FEBRUARY 4 – A NIGHT OF MANY DINNERS 
This year the Fundraising Committee is trying something new:  instead of a large event at Mishkan such 
as the auction, which we’ve done for quite a few years now, we are holding in-home fundraising dinners 
hosted by Mishkan members.  Each dinner will feature a cuisine determined by the host, and a theme 
determined by the host.  We already have 8 of 12 hosts committed, and need 4 more.  If you might be 
one of them, please contact Jean Brody at jeanbrody@comcast.net.  If you can’t host, but would like to 
help, also contact Jean.  And, everyone, put Dinner, February 4, on your calendars!

SAVE THE DATE – APRIL 29
HEARTBEAT: SOUNDS OF PEACE & JUSTICE

This year’s Sounds of Peace and Justice concert will feature Israeli-Palestinian youth ensemble Heartbeat.  
Heartbeat unites Israeli and Palestinian youth musicians to build critical understanding, develop creative 
nonviolent tools for social change, and amplify their voices to influence the world around them.   Plan to 
be there for a fantastic night of music and activism.  To help with the event, please contact Sharon Barr 
at sharonpbarr@gmail.com or Sharon Sigal at sharonsima530@comcast.net.

AND DON'T FORGET!
Seder for Tu B’Shevat (New Year for the Trees)

Friday, February 10,  7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Heschel-King Room

https://mishkan.org/store/donations/general-donations-including-end-of-year-contributions
mailto:jeanbrody@comcast.net
mailto:jeanbrody@comcast.net
mailto:sharonpbarr@gmail.com


13

HINENI--HERE I AM

If you could use a little help because of illness, or 
joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member 
too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.
org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete 
support to members in need of short term help, 
including meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask.
If you would like some help, but do not wish a 
public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.  

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address: actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
We offer a hearty mazel tov to Alex Ginsberg 
and his family as they celebrate his becoming Bar 
Mitzvah.  A belated mazel tov to new members 
Brittany Lichtman and Nicholas Lodise on their 
marriage, which is now a few months old! 

Condolences
We extend condolences to Zoe and Gabriella 
Abrams on the death of their father Ronald Abrams 
as well as to the Mishkan community, which is 
impacted by the loss of this beloved congregant.  
May Zoe and Gabriella be comforted among all the 
mourners of Zion and all humanity and may the 
memory of Ron be for a blessing.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Rivka 
Jarosh, Judi Bernstein-Baker, Erica Eisenberg, Jane 
Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Robin 
Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane 
Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), 
Debra Singer (sister of Karen Singer), Patrick 
Windle (brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz 
(father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), 
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), 
Eva Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and mother-
in-law of Susan Windle), Julie Post and Joseph Post 
(sister and father of Nancy Post), and Vera Good, 
Loretta Solomon and Judy Jasper Leicht (friends of 
Eilen Levinson) in our prayers as well. May they all 
experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom 
community learn about significant events in 
the lives of our members. In this way, we can 
reach out to one another in times of grief, 
illness, and joy.  To reach us simply email:               
actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Richard Goldstein-1/2-Tevet 4
 Father of Lauren Kahn  

Samuel Laver-1/3-Tevet 5
 Father of Lance Laver

Samuel Laver-1/3-Tevet 5
 Grandfather of Claire Laver

Glenn C. Forrester-1/4-Tevet 6
 Grandfather of Anna Forrester 

Albert Tarler-1/4-Tevet 6
 Father of Jay Tarler 

Sara Weinreb-1/8-Tevet 10
 Mother of Lisa Weinreb-Mervis 

Edward Gartman-1/9-Tevet 11
 Grandfather of Robin Berenholz 

Cliff Rainey-1/10-Tevet 12
 Partner of Eilen Levinson

Louis Kramer-1/11-Tevet 13
 Father of Marilyn Ackelsberg

Sylvia Ackelsberg Heller-1/13-Tevet 15
 Mother-In-Law of Marilyn Ackelsberg

Phyllis Hausman Loeb-1/13-Tevet 15
 Mother of Deenah Loeb

Betty Ruder-1/13-Tevet 15
 Stepmother of Abby Ruder 

Herman Louis Weisberg-1/13-Tevet 15
 Father of Lawrence Weisberg

Mortimer Abeles-1/15-Tevet 17
 Father of Judy Mock 

Jesse Kohen-1/16-Tevet 18
 Father of Arnie Kohen 

Frank Mintzer-1/16-Tevet 18
 Father of Deborah Schwartzman

Clare Feldman-1/17-Tevet 19
 Mother of Jim Feldman 

David Attia-1/19-Tevet 21
 Father of Mordechai Attia 

Hyman Kraff-1/19-Tevet 21
 Father of Sue Ellen Liebman

Albert Schurr-1/20-Tevet 22
 Father of Cindy Perkiss 

Bernard Kleppel-1/21-Tevet 23
 Father of Judy Kleppel

Charles Sedgh-1/21-Tevet 23
 Father of Gilda Sedgh

Eve Konow-1/22-Tevet 24
 Mother of Andrea Konow 

Gloria Heuckeroth-1/24-Tevet 26
 Mother of Deborah Heuckeroth 

William Iser-1/25-Tevet 27
 Father of Lynne Iser 

Esther Muhlstock-1/25-Tevet 27
 Mother of Susan Kershman 

Mae Hausman-1/26-Tevet 28
 Grandmother of Deenah Loeb

Emanuel Schwager-1/26-Tevet 28
 Father of Michael Schwager 

Polly Brenman-1/28-Sh’vat 1
 Mother of Joe Brenman

Mathias Coburn-1/29-Sh’vat 2
 Father of Jennifer Coburn 
 
Boris (Barry) Reisner-1/29-Sh’vat 2
 Brother of Ilana Reisner 

Baila Nisson-1/30-Sh’vat 3
 Aunt of Natalie Gorvine 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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Saturday, January 7- Vayigash – 10:00 a.m. 
– A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Saturday, January 14 – Vayehi – 9:00 a.m. 
– Spiritual Open Direction Circle;
10:00 a.m. – MLK Service

Saturday, January 21 – Sh’mot – 10:00 a.m. 
– Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn. 
4:30 p.m. – Alex Ginsberg will be called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah, with Rabbi Shawn.

Friday, January 27 – 7:30 p.m. – Musical 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn, and 
Rosh Hodesh celebration

Saturday, January 28 – Rosh Hodesh Sh’vat 
– 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with 
Rabbi Yael

T’filot
Please join us for Torah study every 
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

Face to Face
(continued from page 3)

there are times when I know I must be physically 
present at an action, whether a demonstration, a 
City Council hearing or a community gathering. 
Other days my activism may consist of phone 
calls or on-line donations and social networking. 
Some days, even in these times, I choose to take 
in no news but the news I get from my family and 
friends or the announcements I hear from the trees 
in my neighborhood woods. 

Some days I must write a new poem—or, like 
today, create a new post. Nothing else will do for 
this particular day. I am called, as I expect you are 
also, to work with others in my local communities 
toward common political goals and to step into 
leadership when, and only when, the time is right 
and the way clear.

Hineyni. It means, Here I am, dear ones. I am doing 
the best I can to discern where and how I am 
needed in these times. And you? Wherever you are, 
I send you love~ Susan




