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Commemorative Service for 
Holocaust Torah and 
Uherske Hradiste Community

By Ron Goldwyn

Mishkan’s Holocaust Torah, and the Moravian Czech 
community from which it was rescued in the Shoah, will 
be the focus for our annual commemorative Shabbat 
service on Saturday, January 31, at 10:00 a.m.

Rabbi Shawn will lead the service, with participation by 
Carol Towarnicky and Ron Goldwyn. Ron will provide 
background on our Torah, as well as the community of 
Uherske Hradiste. Carol will give a d’var Torah based on 
the week’s parasha, Beshallah, which will be chanted from 
the 18th century Torah.

Beshallah is also Shabbat Shirah when we read the Song 
of the Sea (Exodus 15:1-18), and which Rabbi Shawn will 
chant with a special trope.  

In a moving climax to the service, those in attendance will 
observe the yahrzeit of the approximately 300 Jews from 
the town of Uherske Hradiste who died in the Holocaust, 
reciting the names of the more than 200 that we have 
learned and saying Kaddish. (The date for this annual 
observance coincides with the dates in late January/early 
February 1943, when these Jews were transported to 
Terezin and other Nazi death camps.) 
The year 2014 marked the 50th anniversary of the 
Holocaust Torah rescue project, which brought 1,564 
of these sacred scrolls from Prague to Westminster 
Synagogue in London. The Torahs had been gathered in 
Prague during the war by Jewish scholars and archivists 
from the doomed Jewish communities throughout what is 
now the Czech Republic.

The Memorial Scrolls Trust, established at Westminster, 
repaired the Torahs and offered them, on permanent loan, 
to synagogues and institutions worldwide. In 1988, at the 
founding of Mishkan Shalom, Rabbi Brian Walt contacted 
the Trust and received Scroll Number 463 just in time 
for our first Yamim Noraim services. It was Mishkan’s first 
Torah, and its only one for the first few years.
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Rabbi’s Letter

   

acts of the current government, that seem out of 
some nightmare scenario, challenging the tension 
that has always co-existed with the democratic and 
Jewish nature of the founding of the modern State 
of Israel. The allegiances forming between politicians 
and parties are making the upcoming election now 
called for March 2015 into a referendum on the 
future of democracy and threadbare fatigued hope 
in this land. If you cannot hold the paradox, it can 
tear you apart--the innovations and dynamism that 
contribute to humanity and the planet as a whole 
that come from this this little speck of the world, 
mixed with the suffering, fear and inequity of the 
shadow that accompanies this light.

On the precious planet that, because of our impact, 
spins with wounds and scars on earth, air and 
water, there is a bigger picture playing out on “the 
ground” beyond peoplehood, religion, history and 
self-determination. The biggest oil spill in Israel’s 
history has drenched sizeable parts of the Arava 
and south. Proposed major fracking initiatives could 
destroy what so many have and currently living and 
dying for in the name of faith, politics and justice. 
Will the threat of annihilation, real and perceived, 
keep Israelis and Palestinians locked in eternally 
unresolved co-existence?

And in the United States—ah, the headlines here are 
blazing about the upheaval back home. Black youths 
and adults are living in racial, social and economic 
disparity--a divide with the general white community 
that has only deepened since the recession, as it has 
for the Latino community as well. Eighteen year-old 
Mike Brown killed in a tussle with a white officer, 
a twelve-year-old gunned down holding a toy gun 
in a park. Yes, I am so grateful to be here--and yet 
it is also unbearable not to be back in Philadelphia 
standing with my clergy colleagues in POWER and 
with Mishkan Shalom members in reaction to the 
grand jury findings. 

So it is this beautiful morning in the Galilee. Beauty, 
grace and suffering hand-in-hand. Fires burn and the 
birds sing their song of creation and possibility. If I 
do not name these polarities I cannot drop down 
into, open up to the Presence of Life calling out 

Israel Diary
November 24 - December 7, 2014

From the Hills of Rosh Pina
in the Galilee to the 
Streets of Ferguson 

                         - an excerpt 

“It’s late, but everything comes next.” 
--Naomi Shihab Nye

“The future--which begins this moment--depends on 
each of us holding the past but not being imprisoned 
by it. May we act, now and forever, as if every life 
matters as much as our own.” 
(Sent to me by Anndee Hochman)

It is a beautiful, warm Shabbat day. I am so grateful 
to be here in Israel--so many inspiring and hopeful 

experiences amid the suffering. There is the day with 
students at Yad b’Yad School, spending time with 
Simcha and Noah, meeting amazing young people 
who are here with him for a year studying and 
hoping to change the world rooted in Jewish values. 
The energy intensity and dynamism of the people of 
all shapes, color, religion and race; peace gathering 
of Druze, Muslim, Jewish and Christian clergy and 
participants in Shefa’ram.  A blessed morning with 
Ali Abu Awad in the West Bank in his nascent 
non-violent peace center, burgeoning pockets of 
egalitarian spiritual revival in Jerusalem. Filled with 
gratitude in the wash of Thanksgiving, even so many 
miles and across an ocean from home.  So why so 
disquieted my soul?

During my 2005 visit I went through the security 
wall to Bethlehem- the only Jew at a Palestinian film 
festival where I saw a new documentary from Just 
Vision about the emerging parent’s reconciliation 
group of Israeli Jews and Arabs who have lost their 
loved ones in the endless circle of violence and 
oppression. Now I am here again and I see the 
beauty, determination and innovation- -the spirit of 
the land, the Jewish renaissance out of the ashes of 
the Shoah.  And darkness is here too. Jewish identity 
laws are being mulled along with other oppressive 
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bramble or not- I 
will endure- what 
will you become? 
The choice is 
yours!”

“Dear Living God, 
Please help us to 
make peace and 
understanding, 
reaching across 
the barriers of 
fear. 

Help our arms to 
be outstretched 
and our hearts 
open. Help us to 

know we weep the same tears, and share the same 
dream of holiness by seeing You in each other’s faces. 

May the poisons of anger, grasping and ignorance 
dissolve, and the blessings of building trust and 
connection rise up. May the great of wisdom of 
love, compassion, justice and mercy of many Faith 
traditions guide us in truth, reconciliation and to be 
truly free. Cayn Yehi Ratzon.” 

With love, 
Abby Ruder, Ellen Tichenor, Eliza Ruder

Links related to this article:

https://www.mishkan.org/committee/israel -  
see Rabbi Shawn’s trip log.
http://www.truah.org/issuescampaigns.html  TRUAH

http://www.truah.org/issuescampaigns/mass-incarceration/
policing.html TRUAH

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TSWIwhWu7gA&app=desktop POWER clergy 
speak

http://www.newyorker.com/contributors/sayed-kashua-
etgar-keret

http://www.newyorker.com/uncategorized/tell-story-happy-
ending-exchange-etgar-keret-sayed-kashua-part-ii  

to live beyond 
the headlines 
and pre-existing 
conditions and 
historic narratives. 
You--God of my 
now--my breath 
and dis-ease. I 
offer my praise to 
You-- existence 
manifesting in all 
our radiance and 
fallibility--even as 
I experience You 
as both fog and 
light in the world 
within and around. 
Sitting with the all 
of this--I still feel 
the fire of hope 
and determination- the inspiration of the children, 
adults and elders who do not live in the headlines 
and world of pundits or terror-strategists. I see the 
young ones of Yad b’Yad who find opportunity in the 
wake of hate attacks to link their arms and declare, 
“We will not live as enemies, we can live with each 
other, no more racism, we choose love.”

When I first went to the kottel (Western Wall) 
this time, later than I have ever before on 

prior visits, I placed my hands on the wall holding the 
prayers that Mishkan members sent with me.  As I 
have done before I then went quiet to hear what I 
needed to hear, not only to pray and petition. I heard 
and felt nothing. Then I let expectation drop and I 
felt the cool stone and air around me,  and this was 
the truth at hand--just this moment and no grand 
meaning or message. Hand on stones. Only hours 
before we returned back to the United States, after 
joining an interfaith sustainability action at the Jaffa 
gate and rampart walls, Simcha and I returned to 
the wall for one last encounter. When I placed my 
hands on the wall this time, with the maariv evening 
prayers wafting over me, the experience of no-thing 
was now some-thing. I experienced the words- “I will 
be here as I have always been- who will you become? 
Will you truly change and find a path through the 

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

a
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worshipping the idols of technical civilization, a 
day of armistice in the economic struggle with our 
fellow humans and the forces of nature—is there any 
institution that holds out a greater hope for human 
progress than Shabbat?” 

Over the next few months Rabbi Shawn and I 
will offer opportunities to enter, celebrate and 
reflect on Shabbat and explore ways of taking on 
Shabbat as a spiritual practice.  We do so from our 
experience of Shabbat as a deep gift of our tradition, 
a sacred foundation from which to act for healing, 
understanding and peace.

Rabbi Shawn will welcome us into his home on 
three Shabbat afternoons to explore and deepen 
our connections to Shabbat through study, song, 
and ritual.  The first gathering is Shabbat afternoon 
January 3, 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

I am offering a three-week class focusing on Shabbat 
as a spiritual practice.  We will examine liturgy and 
biblical and mystical texts as we seek ways to make 
Shabbat a part of our lives.  These sessions begin on 
January 28 at 7:00 p.m.

May we support and inspire each other to 
pause and refresh our souls (Exodus 31:17)
for the sake of each other and the planet.

Shalom, 
  Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends,

As we engage in the shmita year, heeding its call to 
pause and reimage our relationships with time, with 
the natural world and with the unfolding of our 
individual and communal lives, Shabbat stands as a 
teacher and guide.  

A profound treasure of our tradition, Shabbat offers 
us the weekly opportunity to stop, to reflect and 
to realign ourselves with the intricacies of life and 
the majesty of creation.  Shabbat reminds us to 
marvel and wonder.  It teaches us to be present and 
it guides us in returning again and again to reverent 
relationship with each other and the planet.

As we know it can feel so difficult to stop—there 
is always something to do, something to respond 
to, something to make happen. The cultural tide is 
constantly calling us to go.
And it is very easy to believe that if we are not 
plugged in and on all the time we will miss something 
vital.  Shabbat teaches the opposite.  

The spiritual practice of Shabbat reminds us that 
pausing, stopping, is essential to living an awake and 
responsible life.  It helps us remember and return to 
what is vital and it guides us in being discerning and 
living responsibly.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel teaches-
“To set aside one day a week for freedom, a day 
for being with ourselves, a day of independence 
of external obligations, a day on which we stop 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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welcome to join us from 12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., as 
we skate and have fun together. The whole day with 
lunch and skates will only cost $18. Have fun with us.
One of the significant learning activities that we 
do is have electives, called Hoogs, for six-week 
periods. Torah trop, music and singing, history and 
art projects and meditation with Rabbi Yael are all 
choices this last period. We would welcome any 
adult that would like to share an expertise with 
students for 6 weeks of 45-minute periods. We 
have had parents leading film-making, mosaics and 
drama. It is a wonderful way to get to know the next 
generation of Mishkan Shalom congregation.

Enjoy our beautiful winter and stop by to see our 
warm school.
 
 Rivka
            

Dear All,

The New Year has passed.  I hope everyone had 
a great holiday and time with family. At Mishkan 
Shalom Congregational School, this month begins 
with some parent teacher conferences on Sunday, 
January 4, to bring parents up to date on their 
children’s progress with us.  Although we try to 
make learning fun, we want parents to know what 
their children are doing with us. We have the goal 
that every child should be able to read Hebrew 
comfortably. We want every child to feel comfortable 
with prayers and ethics that we teach. We hope to 
be able to check in with every family in which we 
teach their child. Every child’s opinion is welcome 
but he/she should have some basis to believe what 
he/she believes. Being part of the community is also 
important and we will look at how the child feels 
about being part of our community when we talk to 
parents.

Talking about community, one of our special Tikkun 
Olam days will be during Martin Luther King 
weekend. Each class will do something that supports 
what they are learning this year and helps something 
in our world. The Gan, Aleph Bet class will make 
sandwiches to give to an Eastern Delaware Valley 
Life Center, a homeless shelter we provide dinner 
to once every month. The Gimel class will talk about 
ways to support children who have special physical 
problems. Dalet/ Hay will do an activity to do with 
the environment. Vav will emphasize ways to support 
funding of the schools that need the money.   

After a month of this serious business, we support 
a fun day on January 25, when we go to the Penn 
Skating Rink and have a skating party. Pizza will be 
served and fun will be had by all. This is also a good 
community builder. Everyone from the synagogue is 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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By Anndee Hochman 

It’s cold outside. But at Mishkan, the Lifelong 
Learning winter term is just heating up. Join new and 
old friends in classes that will warm your body, mind 
and soul.

December 31 is the registration deadline for 
Create Your Own Silk-Painted Tallis, a two-
day intensive workshop over Martin Luther King 
Jr. Weekend (Sunday/Monday from 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 
p.m.).  Adults and kids ages 11 and up will design and 
paint a tallis under the inspired guidance of Rayzel 
Raphael, a rabbi, musician and artist who has been 
silk-painting for more than 20 years.

All materials are included; no artistic experience 
required! The workshop is $110 for Mishkan 
members, $130 for others. We need at least 10 
participants to hold this class! Sign up at 
www.mishkan.org
 
And there’s plenty more:

yy Pause and Refresh Your Soul, an ex-
ploration of Shabbat in the Shmita 
year—Saturdays January 3, February 7 and 
March 7, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. at the home of 
Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha

yy “Aging Well: Jewish Perspectives on 
the Encore Years,” led by Rabbi Dayle Fried-
man, Lynne Iser and Rabbi Simcha Zevit, Thurs-
days, January 8 & 22; February. 12 & 26; Mar.ch 
12 & 26, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

yy Finding the Voice Within (spiritual 
direction and music)—every third Friday 
from noon - 1:30 p.m.

yy Shabbat as Spiritual Practice, taught by 
Rabbi Yael—Wednesdays, January 28, February 
4 & 11, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

yy Rabbi Shawn’s Brown Bag Lunch & 
Learn: A One Book program on Mai-
monides—Saturday, January 31, 1:00 p.m. - 
2:30 p.m.

yy Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature 
through a Jewish Lens—Saturday, Febru-
ary 7, 12:30 p.m. -2:00 p.m.

yy Rikud: Sure, You Can Dance!  
Three rollicking sessions of all-ages dance 
instruction & practice!

Jewish Folk Dance
Sunday, February 8, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
   .
Contemporary Line Dance
Sunday, March 15, 1:00 p.m. -3:00 p.m.

Square Dance
Sunday, April 12, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

yy SoulCollage® 
Sunday, March 22, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Details, instructor bios and registration info on 
the website, www.mishkan.org

by  Anndee Hochman
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Karen Smith, Gari Weilbacher, and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
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Join Your Mishkan Shalom Neighbors for a Shabbat Meal!
 

Our first Village Potluck Shabbat Dinner
Friday, January 30

Four different geographic communities will simultaneously celebrate Shabbat together, reflecting 
our commitment to the Shmita values of deepening our connection to Jewish living, Shabbat 
practice, and reconnecting with our personal and communal spiritual lives.

 

Consider attending in one of the following neighborhoods
for a Shabbat meal with ritual and song:

yy Mount Airy: Pat Quigley and Sharon Weinman will host 8 guests at 6:30 p.m.
yy Plymouth Meeting: Motti Atta will host 10 guests at 6:30 p.m.

yy Wayne: David Piver will host 12 guests at 6:30 p.m.
yy Wynnewood: Alan and Lisa Tuttle will host 12 guests at 7:00 p.m. (family has cats)

All meals are Vegetarian/Dairy.
Members are invited to join on a first come/first serve basis.

 
To attend one of these Pot Lucks follow the link below to

 signupgenious and follow the instructions from there.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49afa72fa6fe3-village
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Indoor Rock Climbing for Teens!
Saturday, January 17, 5:00 p.m.

By Jake Adler

Join No’ar Hadash, Mishkan Shalom’s teen social 
group, for an evening of indoor rock climbing on 
Saturday, January 17! The group will meet at Mishkan 
for havdalah and a light dinner at 5:00 p.m. before 
heading to the Philadelphia Rock Gym in East Falls 
for two hours of climbing.

The cost for this event will be $20 for members of 
No’ar Hadash (registration form available at https://
mishkan.org/teens), $25 for non-members, which 
includes dinner and equipment rentals. In order 
for your child to climb, you must submit an online 
waiver (which can be found at https://smartwaiver.
com/w/52011274b9bb6/web/). RSVPs must be 
received to jake@mishkan.org before January 10.
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Tikkun Olam
What is happening with Tikkun 
Olam at Mishkan?

The Sustainability Team meets monthly – 
sharing dinner & ideas. 
 
We are promoting Choose PA Wind – to 
increase the use of renewable PA Wind energy; and 
are investigating the Move Our Money/Protect 
Our Planet initiative; along with the Global 
Divestment Day in February.  Our Religious School 
is reusing their pizza boxes as plates rather than 
throw away paper plates, and creating an eco-simhot 
project for their celebrations.
We are looking for folks who are interested 
in the re-investment/divestment campaigns 
to impact fossil fuel investments.

The Immigration Working Group – is 
continuing its work, educating us all about 
the impact of Obama’s executive order 
on immigrants who have received final deportation 
orders; and looking at how we can support the New 
Sanctuary Movement’s current activities offering 
sanctuary, as an act of civil disobedience.

The New Jim Crow Study/Action Group 
meets the first Sunday of every month.  
Shandre Delaney will speak about the 
DALLAS 6 at our next meeting on  
Sunday, January 4 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  These men raise important issues regarding 
abuse, torture, the use of solitary confinement, and 
the right to report without retaliation -- the “justice” 
within the justice system. Everybody is welcome.

Mishkan New Jim Crow Study/Action Group hosted 
Jondhi Harrell of The Center for Returning Citizens, on 
November 23.  

The organization exists to advocate and provide 
support for the formerly incarcerated as they 
struggle to integrate into a society that severely 
challenges their efforts.  They offer many programs, 
for those dedicated to success, ethical behavior and 
conscious living.  

TCRC helps to find employment for the men and 
women they serve, folks who are joining an already 
glutted Philadelphia job market in great numbers. The 
evolving strategy of TCRC is to create jobs where 
none existed before.  

How might we help? 
Do you need someone to move or haul heavy 
objects?   TCRC Movers is ready and available for 
hauling jobs both large and small.  Please keep them in 
mind for all your heavy lifting.  The workers are closely 
supervised and vetted.  

Also in the works are plans for a cleaning service.  
They are collecting names of people who would 
be willing to hire returning citizens, also 
closely vetted supervised by TCRC, to clean their 
homes or offices; as they work with their bonding 
service. Please consider in your minds and hearts 
whether you would be willing to put your name on 
that list. 

Jondhi himself is available to answer any questions 
(267.519.5334). He’s a lovely man--passionate, 
eloquent, committed.  I think all who were present 
with us in November can testify to that. 

Of course donations, of money & materials, are 
needed and can be made through the website, or by 
contacting the Center directly (267.519.5334). 
Donations are tax deductible. 

Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; 
teach a man to fish and you feed him for a 
lifetime.  
            - Maimonides

Susan Windle, 
for the Mishkan New Jim Crow Study/Action Group



by Lynn Iser

Go to:
www.choosepawind.com to compare and choose 
among a variety of suppliers and plans. Be sure to 
carefully review the contract terms -- especially the 
length of contract and understand that this is not a 
promise of lower rates.  

To enroll, or for more information -- www.
choosepawind.com

When you enroll, list Mishkan Shalom in the “How 
did you hear about ChoosePAWind?” section to 
ensure the donation is properly credited. 

Questions? Contact Tim Emmett-Rardin at 
choosepawind@deeper-green.com;  

Or, Lynne Iser, lpiser@aol.com.
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Mishkan Shalom is partnering with ChoosePAWind 
in a unique campaign to encourage PECO 
electricity consumers to choose renewable energy 
sources.

Pennsylvanians have the power to go renewable -- 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and create local 
green jobs.    Switching to renewable energy 
is the most effective way to reduce your 
carbon footprint. 

If you make the switch through this 
campaign, you can also support Mishkan.  
For each household that enrolls before January 31, 
ChoosePAWind will donate $20 to Mishkan.

How can you make the switch? It is an easy 
online process. 

By Mindy Maslin  

So many of our B’nai Mitzvah events and general 
simchot use similar items: table cards and 
coverings, vases or centerpieces, wall or 
ceiling decorations… things purchased for one 
event and then stored at people’s homes or 
given away. Consider the possibility of 
having an inventory of these items, at Mishkan, 
to be available for others to use for their events.  
It seems like a win-win, good for
the environment and for our members.   
 
Below is a google doc for listing items available 
for sharing… Please add to it and copy me and 
Rikva with any items that you would
like to add. The items should be clean and boxed 

with a description on the outside of the box 
including quantity and, if appropriate,
color. Rikva has identified a dry closet (where 
the sukkah is stored) to hold these items. 
 
The Mishkan Education and Sustainability 
Committees share parentage for this idea, our 
hope is that as the community becomes 
aware of the existence of a “Green Simcha 
Lending Closet” it will influence buying patterns 
for future events. 
 
Your ideas as well as your items are appreciated. 

Check out and add to the inventory at 
https://www.drive.google.com/file/d/0B_GVJwW9k-
TR1YkJRVVV6UTJDamc/view

Greening Your Simcha:
Join us in the Creation of a Mishkan Event Lending Closet

SUPPORT RENEWABLE ENERGY AND MISHKAN SHALOM!
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Library by  Sharon Rhode

One Book Mishkan’s 
10th Season Continues
A Guide for the Perplexed, by Dara Horn

Rabbi Shawn’s 
Brown Bag 
Shabbat Lunch 
& Learn:
Maimonides
Saturday, January 31, 
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Bring a brown-bag 
lunch -- dairy/veg-
etarian; fish OK, no 
shellfish -- and learn 
more about one of 

the great figures of Jewish history, Maimonides. Best 
to pre-register and pay for this Adult Ed offering, 
since no money will be collected on Shabbat. How-
ever, if you find yourself wanting to attend and didn’t 
manage to sign-up, please come anyway and pay later. 
Find class description and registration details on the 
Adult Ed page at www.mishkan.org.

Maimonides Primer
Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (1135-1204), known as 
the Rambam, was a rabbinic scholar, physician and 
philosopher. Born in Cordoba, Spain, he later lived in 
Morocco and Egypt, where he rose to be the re-
vered head of the Jewish community.

While living in Egypt he composed his greatest work, 
the 14-volume Mishneh Torah, the first – and still ca-
nonical -- codification of Jewish law and observance 
which remains peerless in the logic of its structure, 
its clarity and vast learning. Maimonides Thirteen 
Articles of Faith and, regarding tzedakah, Eight Levels 
of Giving, are found there.

Deeply read in Arab Muslim philosophy and the 
doctrines of Aristotle, he strove to harmonize and 
differentiate Aristotelian thought with Jewish theol-
ogy in The Guide for the Perplexed, explaining the 
function and purpose of statues found in the Torah 
against the backdrop of historical conditions.

Library Committee Chair Dr. Lillian Sigal writes: 
“Learning with Rabbi Shawn about how Maimonides 
dealt with reconciling faith and science in the medi-
eval world will lay a foundation for our exploration 
of this philosophic challenge in our post-modern 
world at our April One Book program, in which a 
panel of three academicians will discuss God in an 
Expanding Universe.”

Have You Marked Your Calendars for Our 
Spring Programs?

• Saturday Night at the Movies: Fill the Void: 
Saturday, March 21, 7:30 p.m.

• Panel Discussion: God in an Expanding Uni-
verse: Sunday, April 19, 7:00 p.m.

• Arts Night: Saturday, May 16, 7:30 p.m.

For more information, please visit our Library page 
at www.mishkan.org or write to us at library@mish-
kan.org. See you in the Library…or at the Library 
Cart!
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Contributions:  November 16 to December 30, 2014

As you know there have been several horrible 
attacks in Israel recently.  One of these events 
was at the synagogue that my cousins attend in 
Jerusalem.  I want to raise money to help the 
victims of these occurrences and to promote 
positive relations to prevent future incidents.
Please consider helping me raise money by paying 
me to do small jobs for you. 

Jobs include: 
 y Baby sitting or parent’s helper 

     (I love little kids)
yy Walking dogs (I love dogs) 
yy Shoveling snow (I love snow too)
yy Raking leaves
yy Animal feeding
yy Car washing 
yy Other odd jobs

12 year old neighbor seeking small jobs to raise funds to support 
projects that promote understanding between Palestinians and Jews

100% of money raised will go to this project.  
Samuel Ozer 215.849.1989 or
mmaslin6049@gmail.com

For more information on these 
organizations or to donate directly:

Hand in Hand 
https://www.handinhandk12.org/engage/donate-now

Police Officer Zidan Seif Memorial Fund www.
onefamilyuk.org/fundraising-page/the-zidan-seif-fund/

Families of the Har Nof victims http://www.kupat.
org/news/?story=245

Thank you,
Samuel Ozer

Life Cycle Event
John & Cynthia Cline-Campbell – IHO 
First Grandchild
Marc Jacobs – IHO Yosef August’s Birthday
Lillian Sigal – IMO Mother, Pauline

Mishkan-A-Thon
Susan Brooks and Brian McGuire
Beth Parrish & David Kleiner

General Donation
Meryl Crean – IHO Mussar Group

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Rosalind Spigel – IHO Rabbi Yael
Rosalind Spigel – IHO Rabbi Shawn

5775 B’nai Mitzvah Fund
Dee Dee & Marcos Lopez

Sanctifying The Sanctuary

Doron Henkin and Victor Hall
Steve and Cindy Perkiss
Alan and Lisa Tuttle
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling 
Ava Goldman
Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro
Rabbis Shawn and Simcha Zevit
Jean Brody
Lance and Mary Laver
Neil and Anna Beresin
Danielle and Martin Peereboom
Lillian Sigal
Bea Leopold
Margaret Lenzi and Stan Shapiro
Sharon Barr
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B’nai Mitzvah

Savannah Lopez
January 17 (minha)

When Savannah began to look closely at her Torah 
portion, what intrigued her was not the drama of 
the final three plagues: locusts, darkness and the 
death of first-born sons. It wasn’t the part about the 
Passover offering, the lamb’s blood on the doorposts 
that gives the holiday its name.

What drew her attention was the difference 
between coming and going.

The first verse of parasha Bo (Ex. 10:1-13:16) 
reads: “The Lord said to Moses: ‘Come to Pharaoh, 
for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his 
servants, in order that I may place these signs of 
Mine in his midst…”

To Savannah, there’s a subtle but significant 
distinction between the two verbs—the softer, more 
approachable “come” and the more demanding, 
insistent “go.”

“I thought it was interesting that God said ‘Come to 
Pharaoh’ instead of ‘Go’—like maybe he could create 
an understanding,” she says.

Savannah’s been part of Mishkan long enough to 
recall doing “something with marshmallows” in Gan. 
Art projects and her friends were the best parts 
of those early years, and she always knew she’d 
eventually become a bat mitzvah. “The service made 
me feel worried—reading from the Torah, because 
it’s a different language and I’m not used to it.”

 In a trop hoog and, later, with her tutor, Savannah 
learned to color-code different trop families, 
practicing them alone—all the pink-highlighted ones, 
for instance—before mixing them up to gain fluency: 
green, yellow, pink, orange.

Nightly practice helped, and the “fun” parts of bat 
mitzvah preparation—choosing a dress, putting 
stamps on dozens of blue envelopes—gave her a 
boost. So did her tikkun olam project, volunteering 
with Sunday Suppers, an organization started by a 

former Mishkan member 
that provides a weekly 
meal, along with nutrition 
education and socializing, 
for low-income families.

“I serve and clear their 
places; I talk to them. It’s all 
healthy food,” Savannah says. 
“I like to bake, so I make 
the desserts,” which have 
included a batch of oatmeal/
chocolate-chip cookies 
and other cookies made 
with honey and applesauce 
instead of sugar.

She gets more kitchen practice at home, even 
experimenting with gluten-free options for her 
father. Even when they fail—a gluten-free cobbler, 
attempted for Thanksgiving, will not be a repeat 
menu item—she loves the process of baking alone 
or with friends. She’s also a fan of yoga, piano and 
her math class at Friends Central.

And what she loves most about Mishkan is the sense 
of community, a quality Savannah has felt in both 
Hebrew School classes and services. “The services at 
Mishkan feel more engaging. There are more songs. 
They’re fun. And I’ve learned a lot through games 
and in interactive ways, not just somebody up there 
teaching me.”

Savannah knows how to read Torah now. But her 
Bat Mitzvah preparation has left her with a more 
enduring lesson: “Not everything is easy. The things 
that matter the most are not easy. If they were, I 
wouldn’t feel as accomplished with the outcome.”
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by Anndee Hochman

Emmett Gordon
January 31 (minha)

He’s the Lego guy: the one who can spend six hours 
in his room clicking tiny plastic pieces together 
until he’s got a scaled-down replica of the Grand 
Emporium, an elegant department store complete 
with a third-floor chandelier. 

Even his bar mitzvah e-vite is Lego-inflected; it 
depicts a tiny figure, with kippah and tallis, pointing 
a yad at a Lego Torah scroll; the original is barely 
two inches high. 

He’s always loved building, creating and drawing. A 
favorite book is Mini Weapons of Mass Destruction, 
which includes plans for using household objects to 
make, say, a catapult that shoots Tic Tacs. 

 It’s no surprise that what Emmett remembers most 
from his early years of Hebrew School are the craft 
projects: pyramids assembled from sugar cubes, foil-
covered drip trays for menorahs and (a more recent 
triumph) a Kristallnacht diorama for his study of the 
Holocaust, complete with transparent Lego-block 
windows in pieces on the floor.

For a long time, the idea of a bar mitzvah made him 
nervous. But he started paying more attention at 
other people’s services and realized that the Torah 
reading takes just a few minutes. Emmett, a visual 
learner, mastered his own parasha by writing down 
each group of words, recording them on his phone 
and reading them over, with the sound.

“Now I only have one line left to learn, and I know 
all the prayers. I’m a little less nervous.”

His parasha, Yitro (Ex. 18:1-20:23), is a dramatic one. 
As he read and discussed the Ten Commandments 
with Rabbi Shawn, Emmett began to wonder how 
those words were received by the Israelites and how 
people understand them now. He focused especially 
on the commandment not to take God’s name in 
vain.

 “Back then, I think it meant literally to not say God’s 

name,” Emmett says. 
“But now I think it’s 
about respecting 
God, even if you don’t 
believe there’s a man 
with a big white beard; 
it means a presence, 
that there’s something 
more important than 
yourself.”

Initially, Emmett 
hoped to work with 

animals for his tikkun olam project. But when it 
proved difficult to find a shelter that accepted young 
volunteers, he decided to collect canned goods for 
Philabundance instead. In Philadelphia, and on the 
streets of Mexico when his family visited, Emmett 
has witnessed hunger first-hand. “I chose food 
because, without food, you’re going to die. It’s a 
necessity. 

“Through Philabundance, I’ve learned to be grateful 
for what I have—for my privilege,” he says. “And my 
parasha has made me think more about God and a 
greater presence.”

A 7th-grader at Greene Street Friends, Emmett likes 
his school for he same reasons he cherishes Mishkan: 
the small community and accessible teachers. He 
especially loves the inventive approaches to learning 
at Greene Street: a “point/counterpoint” debate 
about autism and vaccines, or a 5th-grade math 
project that called for a to-scale model town made 
of candy and pretzels.  

While there may or may not be a Lego model 
of Mt. Sinai at his bar mitzvah, Emmett’s looking 
forward to seeing far-flung relatives and hearing 
congregants’ responses to his questions about the 
Ten Commandments.

“[Becoming Bar Mitzvah] feels like a big 
responsibility: you have to know all the Hebrew, 
the prayers, do a project. It does make you feel like 
you’ve taken a step into adulthood.”
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Post (sister of Nancy Post) in our prayers as well. 
May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM

If you have life circumstances that would be helped 
by short-term support and/or help with concrete 
tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal 

at ActsofCaring@Mishkan.org or please phone Sharon 
at 610.574.1705 or 610.649.0274. We will reach out 
to the community and coordinate help with needs 
such as transportation to doctor appointments, 
meals, errands, as well as visits. 

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. Please notify us if you want a name 
added to, or removed from, our “Ongoing love, 
support, and prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
by Gene Bishop & Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov

We send a hearty mazel tov to Savannah Lopez and 
Emmett Gordon and their families, as they celebrate 
becoming B’nai Mitzvah.   Mazel tov to Jake and Jillian 
Best Adler, on the birth of Daniel Paul Best Adler. 
And to Rhoda Kanevsky on the publication of her 
daughter’s award winning children’s book.

Condolences

We extend condolences to Rabbi Dayle Friedman 
and her family on the death of her sister, Jill 
Friedman Fixler. May Rabbi Dayle and her family be 
comforted among all the mourners of Zion and all 
humanity, and may Jill’s memory be for a blessing in 
their lives. 

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members   Robin 
Berenholz , Bernice Bricklin, Jean Brody/Louis 
Schwartz, Wendy Caplin, Mark Goodman, Jane 
Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz , Denise Kulp, Robin 
Leidner, and Aryeh Stein Azen.

We are keeping Alan Boroff (father of Marcy 
Boroff), Evelyn Bishop (mother of Gene Bishop), 
Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana v’Ahron 
Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Arnold Schein 
(father of Susan Schein), Sarah Bradley (mother 
of David Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of Karen 
Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan Windle), 
Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie 
Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & 
Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law 
of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie 
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Sara Weinreb-1/1-Tevet 10
 Mother of Lisa Weinreb-Mervis 

Edward Gartman-1/2-Tevet 11
 Grandfather of Robin Berenholz 

Cliff Rainey-1/3-Tevet 12
 Partner of Eileen Levinson

Phyllis Hausman Loeb-1/6-Tevet 15
 Mother of Deenah Loeb 

Herman Louis Weisberg-1/6-Tevet 15
 Father of Lawrence Weisberg

Mortimer Abeles-1/8-Tevet 17
 Father of Judy Mock 

Jesse Kohen-1/9-Tevet 18
 Father of Arnie Kohen 

Clare Feldman-1/10-Tevet 19
 Mother of Jim Feldman 

Goldie Goodman-1/10-Tevet 19
 Mother of Mark Goodman

Hyman Kraff-1/12-Tevet 21
 Father of Sue Ellen Liebman

Albert Schurr-1/13-Tevet 22
 Father of Cindy Perkiss

Bernard Kleppel-1/14-Tevet 23
 Father of Judy Kleppel

Franklin G. (Jerry) Bishop-1/17-Tevet 26
 Father of Gene Bishop

Eve Konow-1/17-Tevet 26
 Mother of Andrea Konow 

William Iser-1/18-Tevet 27
 Father of Lynne Iser 

Esther Muhlstock-1/18-Tevet 27
 Mother of Susan Kershman 

Mae Hausman-1/19-Tevet 28
 Grandmother of Deenah Loeb 

Emanuel Schwager-1/19-Tevet 28
 Father of Michael Schwager 

Mathias Coburn-1/22-Sh’vat 2
 Father of Jennifer Coburn 

Baila Nisson-1/23-Sh’vat 3
 Aunt of Natalie Gorvine Natalie 

Helen Roben-1/26-Sh’vat 6
 Mother of Brock Roben 

Polly Brenman-1/27-Sh’vat 7
 Mother of Joe Brenman

Jean Kraemer-1/27-Sh’vat 7
 Mother of Elise Luce Kraemer 

Harold Goldberg-1/28-Sh’vat 8
 Uncle of Cindy Rosenthal 

Adele Weiss-1/29-Sh’vat 9
 Mother of Ariel Weiss 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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Please join us for Torah Study every Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.

Friday, January 2, 7:30 p.m. - Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

Saturday, January 3, 9:00 a.m. – Vayehi – 
Spiritual Direction Circle, with Rabbi Shawn, Andrea 
and Meredith; 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with 
Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, January 10, 9:00 a.m. – Shemot 
-Tot Shabbat; 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness 
Service, with Rabbi Yael

Friday, January 16, 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

T’filot

Saturday, January 17, 10:00 a.m. – Vaera – 
Shabbat Service with Vav Class, with Rabbi Shawn; 
Celebrations!; 5:00 p.m. – Savannah Lopez will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Wednesday, January 21, 7:00 p.m. – Rosh 
Hodesh Sh’vat Celebration

Saturday, January 24, 9:00 a.m. – Bo - Tot 
Shabbat; 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness 
Service, with Rabbi Yael

Saturday, January 31, 10:00 a.m. – Beshalah 
- Shoah Torah Service, with Rabbi Shawn, Carol and 
Ron; 5:00 p.m. – Emmett Gordon will be called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.

Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.


