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Our Holocaust Torah Will be Honored
At Shabbat Services, February 20

Mishkan Shalom will honor its Holocaust Torah and the Czech Republic 
Jewish community from which it was rescued in the congregation’s annual 
commemorative Shabbat Service on Saturday, February 20, 
at 10:00 a.m.

Rabbi Shawn will lead the service, with participation by Carol Towarnicky and 
Ron Goldwyn. Parshat Tetzaveh will be read from this 18th Century sacred scroll, 
Carol will deliver the d’var Torah, and Ron will provide background on our Torah, 
as well as the community of Uherske Hradiste.

As has been our tradition since originating this service more than a decade 
ago, those in attendance will observe a yahrzeit by reciting the names of more 
than 200 Jews of Uherske Hradiste who perished in the Shoah. The midwinter 
observance roughly coincides with the dates in late January/early February 1943 
when these Czech Jews were transported to Terezin and other Nazi death 
camps.

The Holocaust Torah was our congregation’s first Torah, arriving from the Czech 
Memorial Scrolls Trust at Westminster Synagogue of London in 1988, as Mishkan 
prepared for its first Rosh Hashanah. The Trust, in 1964, brought 1,564 rescued 
Torahs from Prague to London for repair and distribution on permanent loan to 
synagogues and other institutions worldwide.

The Torahs had been gathered in Prague during the Shoah by Jewish scholars and 
archivists from the doomed Jewish communities throughout what’s now 
the Czech Republic. Mishkan received Scroll Number 463 from Uherske

(Continued on page 3)

Ron Goldwyn carries Holocaust Torah 
scroll in the procession to the Mishkan 
Shalom building dedication on Jan. 6, 2002

Yahrzeit Memorial Tiles Dedication
Saturday, Feb. 20, 1:00 p.m.
By Lance Laver

Following the Uherske Hradiste 
Remembrance Shabbat Service on 
Saturday, February 20, we will meet at 
1:00 p.m. at the main stairwell for a 
dedication of new Yahrzeit Memorial 
tiles, including one for the lost souls 
of the Uherske Hradiste Community, 
and the following Mishkan Shalom 
family members: 

Alvin Meadows, Max August, Anne 
August, Robert Ackelsberg, Charles 
Solomon Berman, Henry Bernard 
Waskow, Hannah Leah Osnowitz 
Waskow, Beatrice Brown Berman, 
Sidney Shore, Marci Resnick, Nancy 
G. Branam, Judy Hiller Goldberg, Stan 
Hochman, Irene-Ruth Ravick Kreimer, 
Hillard Kreimer, Beverly Beck Fuchs, 
Harry London and Jean London.

The synagogue in Uherske Hra-
diste in Czechoslovakia (now the 
Czech Republic) in the 1930s. 



These months invite us to feel gratitude for shelter, 
warmth and connection. We may even pull back 
and look at what is essential to our daily routines, 
especially when winter challenges our mobility or 
regular, driven schedules. 

Since our powerful Yamim Noraim this past fall, I keep 
thinking of the VAV consciousness we explored as it 
relates to Shabbat and the rest of the week. Rabbi 
Yael and I have been looking at our own personal 
and communal Shabbat practices and are examining 
Mishkan’s minhagim (norms and policies) with the 
Spiritual Life Council, Mishkan Board, Education 
Committee and others. We have even begun a 
conversation about when we hold Hebrew school, 
which was originally offered on Shabbat for most of 
Mishkan’s history and is now held on Sundays. What 
is gained and what is lost when Shabbat and our own 
shared customs become fuzzy, unknown to most, are 
unobserved and is, at times, similar to all other days of 
the week?

The Talmud (Shabbat 10b) states that Shabbat was 
a precious treasure gifted to us. We know from 
Bereysheet/Genesis 2:1, the Day the “Generator of 
Creation” paused to re-ensoul and integrate all that 
had been created. Shabbat was dedicated to building a 
relationship with the Divine, and reconnecting with the 
spiritual after a week of laboring in the physical world. 
One of the greatest benefits of Shabbat has always 
been family and community. 

Two different words, Shamor V’Zachor (Keep and 
Remember), were used in relation to Shabbat the 
two times the Ten Commandments are written in 
the Torah. The Sages teach that this directs us in both 
commitment and spiritual discipline (Shamor) as 

well as staying connected to Shabbat as a universal 
dynamic for balance and well-being(Zachor). Younger 
generations of Jews have developed an annual 
unplugged Sabbath, which is a creative project designed 
to slow down lives in an increasingly hectic world. 
Others are advocating in a creative and egalitarian 
context for the deeper value of Shabbat
as it makes for a healthier and more connected life.

Rabbi Yael and I recentl met with our Spiritual Life 
Council, chaired by Steve Jones with support from 
Board Member Alan Tuttle, to review our Shabbat 
minhagim (customs around Shabbat practice and 
services), which have existed unpublicized for a 
number of years. Our intention is to re-engage our 
community in the ideas, practices, and customs of 
Shabbat in our communal setting.  These will be 
updated and posted on the third floor, website and 
other locations.

There are also a number of Shabbat policies we 
developed as a community over the years which are 
public on our website, and articulate the process and 
values-set behind our policies. Please take a look and 
familiarize yourself with them.

Here at Mishkan Shalom, all our services are 
participatory and egalitarian. We hold Shabbat and 
Holiday services year-round and Rosh Hodesh 
Celebrations September through June, with 
summer Shabbat-Under-the-Stars. We offer our soul-
centered, musical Kabbalat Shabbat, held every 
other Friday evening at 7:30 pm unless otherwise 
noted. Once-a-month Community Potluck 
Dinners begin at 5:45 p.m., preceding Kabbalat 
Shabbat services. 

Rabbi’s Letter
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“I invite you all to engage in the 

discussion of what Shabbat is 

for you in your life, your home, 

here at Mishkan Shalom...”

“More than Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.”
   — Ahad Ha’Am (Asher Ginsberg), poet, philosopher (1856-1927) 

https://mishkan.org/rabbishawn/blog/a-new-year-begins-reflection-return-and-ingathering
http://www.sabbathmanifesto.org/unplug/
http://tcjewfolk.com/reasons-observing-shabbat-improve-life/
http://tcjewfolk.com/reasons-observing-shabbat-improve-life/
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/spiritual-life-overview-of-offerings
https://mishkan.org/spiritual-life-overview-of-offerings
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by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Torah Study is held every Shabbat morning from 
9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m., led by clergy and members 
of the community, organized by Mishkan member 
Eugene Sotirescu. Seasoned Torah study facilitators 
and first-timers alike are all welcome to lead! For 
more information, or to sign-up, write Eugene 
at torahstudy@mishkan.org. 

Shabbat Morning Services begin at 10:00 a.m., 
led by myself and/or Rabbi Yael Levy, our rabbinic 
intern Julie Benioff and additional service leaders 
throughout the year. Dynamic, engaging services 
mix and alternate a grounding in Jewish liturgical 
tradition with music, meditation, chant, study, issue-
oriented guest speakers, b’nai mitzvah and special 
themes.  

 Tot Shabbat is a twice-monthly service for 
children under 5 and their grown-ups, offered by 
Rivka Jarosh. Tot Shabbat begins at 9:00 a.m or 
at other times on Shabbat. Shabbat Family 
Program, once-monthly, from 11:00 a.m. to noon, 
during the Torah Service or during Kabbalat Shabbat 
potluck or services on Friday evenings, actively 
explores relevant lessons of the week’s Torah 
portion and select Shabbat prayers with movement, 
imagination, discussion, art and music. For parents 
and adult caregivers along with their children, led by 
Rabbinic Intern Julie Benioff. Celebrations! offers 
family education workshops designed for children 
who have special needs, their parents and siblings, 

meeting on ten Shabbat mornings throughout the 
year with additional gatherings for holidays. 

Spiritual Direction Circles are offered monthly, 
promptly from 9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m., led by trained 
Spiritual Directors Andrea Madden and Meredith 
Barber. We have also added a monthly Shabbat 
afternoon study and ritual gathering “Pause and 
Refresh Your Soul” that Rabbi Simcha and I host 
in our home that has been received with energy 
and consistent participation. There are occasionally 
life-long learning opportunities on Shabbat, or a 
prayerful nature walk with Steve Jones, and additional 
ideas percolating for celebration, spiritual life, and 
connection. 

I invite you all to engage in the discussion of what 
Shabbat is for you in your life, your home, here at 
Mishkan Shalom and what Shabbat consciousness 
and practice might be for you. I would be happy 
to talk with you about what these thoughts and 
questions raise and support you in your personal 
and household journey toward a meaningful Shabbat 
experience. I experience the idea as well as the 
observance of Shabbat in any form, as one of the 
most powerful offerings we bring to the world 
as a Jewish community, especially in the times we 
live in. I leave you with a short video as a taste of 
Shabbat  for any day of the week! Hope to see you 
on Shabbat soon!

(Continued from Page 1)

Hradiste, a city of 
25,000 in Moravia, 
near the Slovak border. 
Our knowledge about 
this city and its Jewish 
community and about 
the Trust’s efforts, has 
grown steadily through 
the years.

All congregants, friends 
and guests are welcome 
to this moving service 

that honors our tangible 
link to the Shoah.

CLICK HERE to 
read more about our 
our Torah, the Czech 
community from 
which it comes, and 
the Memorial Scrolls 
Trust, or go to 
https://mishkan.org/
uherske-hradiste-we-
remember-them-we-
safeguard-their-torah 

The synagogue as it looks today. It 
is currently being used as a library.

Holocaust Torah To Be Honored At Shabbat Services, February 20

For more 

information 

and photos of 

the Uherske 

Hradiste 

synagogue, 

see page 12

https://mishkan.org/torah-study
mailto:torahstudy@mishkan.org
https://mishkan.org/calendar
https://mishkan.org/tot-shabbat
https://mishkan.org/shabbat-morning-family-program
https://mishkan.org/shabbat-morning-family-program
https://mishkan.org/celebrations
https://mishkan.org/spiritual-direction-groups-for-parents
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=466794798925&l=9195408871589870168
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=466794798925&l=9195408871589870168
https://mishkan.org/uherske-hradiste-we-remember-them-we-safeguard-their-torah
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Joy fills me when friends call
And when my son says I love you as he leaves the 
house.
Joy comes in a hot cup of tea in the morning 
And in a moment of rest at the end of a long day.
Joy appears when I let go of struggle
And rises when I fill myself with prayer.

Joy comes softly and simply 
Stays for a while and then fades to a whisper

I can encourage it with my awareness,
I can call to it with intention,

And some times it is nowhere to be found.

The plastic bag is gone now.  It left no trace in the 
woods.
I laughed heartily at myself for missing it
The first time I came around the corner and it 
wasn’t there.

But now I pause on the trail anyway.

I lift my eyes to the reaching branches
I let my gaze rest on the moving water.

Everything arises and passes away
And something new is always being born.

I give thanks for the small signs and surprising 
wonders
That teach me the beautiful and sacred practice of 
cultivating joy.

With love and blessing to all,

Shalom, 

    Rabbi Yael

A Way In
Dear Friends,

As February arrives, so does the Hebrew month of 
Adar.  

Adar is home to Purim and the rabbinic call to “Be 
Happy – It’s Adar.”  Since 5776 is a leap year, we are 
treated to two months of Adar.  With this in mind I 
share these reflections:

For the longest time a plastic bag was stuck in a tree.
It was worn thin
But its message was clear:  
Holiday Joy, it said
As it crackled and waved over a small stream.

I found the plastic bag intrusive,
Disturbing the scenery
And my idea of how the woods should look.
As I glanced in its direction 
I noticed myself getting angry at plastic in general
And how our throw away culture is harming the earth.
I got angry at consumerism and advertising 
And felt sad about false hopes and broken promises.

One day I explored taking the bag down
But it was too high to reach even with a long branch.

After a while I found myself looking for the plastic 
bag.
As I rounded the path I would stop for a moment
And let it call to me.

Holiday Joy, it sang as it waved over the moving water.
Holiday Joy, I replied as I watched the water go.

Waves of joy arrive 
As I attend to what I love,
As I respond with generosity and compassion to 
myself and others.

by Rabbi Yael Levy
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by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
Dear All,

It is cold outside in February, but in Mishkan 
Congregational School we try to keep the warmth 
going. On Sunday, February 7, we will gather to have 
a conversation about how prayer and services may 
be made more accessible to busy family lives. We, at 
the school, long to find ways to make what we teach 
real for our students and their families. Come join 
us at 10:30 a.m. on February 7 to discuss 
ways to make Shabbat part of our lives
.
February is Jewish Disability Month. We have signed 
on to be sponsors of a conference on this topic 
given by the Jewish Learning Venture. The 
Jewish Learning Venture teaches congregational 
school teachers how to help their students in 
a variety of ways.  The conference will be 
February 7 in the afternoon at Har Zion 
Temple in Gladwynne. Rabbi Charles Sherman 
wrote a book about caring for his disabled son. 
He will be featured at this conference. Please let 
me know if you are interested in attending the 
conference. The school will focus on this topic 
in classroom activities during some part of their 
learning time this month.   Caring for disabled 
people and the downtrodden among us is featured 
in our Torah. Our own Gabby Kaplan Mayer 
will lead a discussion for our families on 
February 21 on attitudes toward people 
who have physical and learning challenges 
during assembly time at 11:30 a.m.
 
Related to this topic is a new wonderful gift to us 
from our own Eliza Ruder. Eliza is now a Special 
Needs teacher. She has volunteered to advise 
Congregational School teachers on ways to better 
help children with learning challenges and disabilities. 
We look forward to her advice because the teachers 
at Mishkan strive to become the best teachers we 
can be for all students. She will begin her work with 
us this month. Tremendous thanks to Eliza for her 
help. What we learn from her will be useful with all 
students I am sure.

We constantly try to make real our Jewish learning 
in the rest of our lives.  We also try to show the 
students other aspects of Mishkan activities that they 
may not see if they only came to class on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. So the Vav class, who is learning 
about the Holocaust, will be invited to join the rest 
of the congregation on Saturday, February 20, as 
Carol Towarnicky and Ron Goldwyn bring to light 
the information about the Holocaust Torah we have. 
Our Vav students will lead prayers.  Learning from 
Ron and Carol will add to what they know about the 
Holocaust. 

I am also encouraging our parents within the school 
and synagogue community to think about taking 
Rabbi Meryl Crean’s course on reading Hebrew. This 
course will begin this month on Thursday evenings.  
Rabbi Meryl is an excellent teacher who can change 
the way many adults feel about coming to services as 
they feel more comfortable with the language of the 
prayer book.

A Special Invitation for our Youngest: 
Pajama Shabbat, Fri., Feb. 19.  I would also 
like to say that our youngest people, those six 
and under, are also going to have a special Pajama 
Shabbat experience on Friday, February 19, at 
5:45 p.m. I received a small grant.  I am using the 
money from the grant to sponsor programs for our 
youngest people. We already have short services 
twice a month on Saturday mornings for our little 
ones, but parents have said that Friday evening would 
be good for them to come to have the Shabbat 
experience together. Children are encouraged to 
wear their pajamas so that they could go home 
ready for bed after this nice dinner and singing time 
for Shabbat. Pajamas are suggestions for everyone 
to join in this relaxed, fun evening. If you know of a 
family with young children, we would welcome them. 
I do want to know if they are coming.

Have a great month,,
  
    Rivka Jarosh
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Communications Corner by Sharon Gornstein

Let me introduce you to our new, and fabulous, 
Mishkan Communications Team!

1. Gari Weilbacher, Communications 
Manager

2. Sharon Gornstein, Communications 
Team Chair 

3. Sharon Rhode, Webmaster
4. Gabby Kaplan-Mayer, Social Media 

Specialist 
5. Karen Meshkov and Matt Pillischer, 

Social Media Specialist II Team
6. Eileen Levinson, Kol Shalom Editor 
7. Maralin Blistein, Graphic Designer
8. Sharon Parker, Community Calendar 

Postings Director

We are all very excited to launch a new series of 
efforts to attract more prospective members to 
Mishkan and to bring all of you in closer connection 
to our incredible community. None of our efforts 
will be as successful, however, without the help of 
our entire membership. 

“What can you do?” you ask. I just happen to have 
some ideas:

If you’re on Facebook, go to Mishkan’s Facebook 
page and “like” us.  List Mishkan as one of 
your “favorites.” Join the Mishkan Shalom 
Reconstructionist group. Visit our Facebook page 
regularly and check out the new content we are 
regularly posting. You may see photos of your friends 
and family! If you see yourself there, tag it!

If you’re not on Facebook, WHY NOT?  It’s never 
too late to start a Facebook page. I’m one of those 
technophobes myself, but I finally took the plunge 

about three weeks ago, and I don’t regret it.  It has 
already enabled me to learn right away about one 
friend getting a new dog (“Like”), another friend 
injuring herself falling down the stairs (“Comment: 
Get well soon!”) and my niece successfully 
defending her dissertation (“Share”).  Facebook is a 
“happening” place. Take the plunge!

If you have a twitter account, “follow” us. Read our 
tweets. “Retweet” us. 

Check out our newly-redesigned website. Stories 
about upcoming events are being updated regularly.  
Check out the calendar to see how many exciting 
events are being planned. I defy you to read a 
month’s worth of events and not be able to find at 
least one that interests you.  If so, put it on your 
calendar, and attend! And invite some friends to join 
you!

Go to our new Mishkan youtube channel and check 
out the great videos being created by members 
Karen Meshkov and Matt Pillischer (yes, the famous 
film director! Aren’t we lucky!)  You can find a link to 
our youtube channel on our website.

If you attend a Mishkan event, pull out your cell 
phone and take some interesting photos. Then 
forward them to Gabby Kaplan-Mayer and she will 
get them posted on our website and our Facebook 
page. This is such an easy way to help us publicize 
our dynamic programming.

If you want to join our Communications team, there 
are lots of jobs to do.  Just contact me at sharon.
gornstein@gmail.com and I’ll get you hooked up.  ’ve 
got just the job for you!  

http://sharon.gornstein@gmail.com
http://sharon.gornstein@gmail.com
mailto:sharon.gornstein@gmail.com
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By Susan Richards

Hot off the press…or, at least, the copy machine! 
The print version of our January - June 2016 
catalogue of classes, workshops, and experiences is 
available at Mishkan, so be sure to pick up a copy 
next time you are there.  Meanwhile, you can see the 
whole array in detail, with additional info on costs, 
registration, and instructors, at https://mishkan.org/
committee/adult-education/. You can even download 
the whole brochure from that site!  

February begins with Beginning Hebrew: 
Unlock the Aleph Bet! taught by Rabbi Meryl 
Crean, for 10 Thursdays, beginning February 4, 7:00 
p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  All the information you need is in 
the red box to the right.               

Spiritual Direction:  A Monthly Open 
Circle continues Saturday, February 6, 9:00 a.m. - 
9:55 a.m. led by Andrea Madden, Meredith Barber, 
and Rabbi Shawn).  (Also will meet on March 5, April 
2, May 7 and June 11.)

Pause and Refresh Your Soul: An 
Exploration of Shabbat Unplugging 
continues on Saturday, February 6th, 4:30 - 6:00 
p.m. led by Rabbi Shawn and Rabbi Simcha at their 
home. This intimate and informal setting is conducive 
to reflection, study, and song that blends Shabbat 
practice with a new series of Talmud study looking 
at the foundation of prayer and individual/communal 
spiritual life.  (Also will meet on March 5, May 7 and 
June 18.)

Finding the Voice Within: Where 
Creativity and Spirituality Meet, led by 
Meredith Barber and Julie Lipson, continues its 
ongoing monthly meeting on Friday, February 19, 
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

On Sunday February 28, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m., Susan Richards will lead 
SoulCollage® with a Jewish Spin 
SoulCollage® is an intuitive, imaginative, creative 
process that’s also a lot of fun! If you can use 

scissors and a glue stick, you can do it! No art 
experience necessary. We will focus this time on the 
Dream Suit, making accessible messages from our 
deepest depths.  We will start with a brief discussion 
of Kabbalistic dream theory and then dive into 
cardmaking and sharing.

Torah Study is ongoing on Shabbat (Saturday) 
mornings, 9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m. in the Library, led 
by Mishkan rabbis, members, and friends of the 
community.

Looking ahead, save the date: Purim Torah Study 
will be on Saturday, March 19, 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 
a.m. in the Chapel, led by Rabbi Shawn Zevit: an 
opportunity to go behind the Megillah, the Book of 
Esther, to look at the roots, evolution and practices 
of this upside-down, post-biblical holiday!

By taking a class or a workshop you will be making 
friends and deepening your bonds with a community 
of learners, not mention having the joy of shared 
new experiences!

Lifelong Learning/Adult Education

Beginning Hebrew 

UNLOCK THE ALEPH-BET!
Taught by Rabbi Meryl Crean for 10 Thursdays, 
beginning February 4th,
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

JOIN Rabbi Meryl,a long-time member of 
Mishkan who has made Hebrew accessible 
to learners from age six to 80-something. 
Whether your Hebrew is merely rusty or 
completely non-existent, this is a great 
chance to start from aleph (the first letter), 
deepen your understanding of daily blessings 
and unlock the language of the prayer book 
and the Torah. CLICK HERE to register.

$180 members / $216 non-members

https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education/
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education/
https://mishkan.org/store/donations/beginning-hebrew-unlock-the-aleph-bet
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By Ron Goldwyn 

Mt. Airy-Germantown-Chestnut Hill congregants 
(and rabbis) take note: The Walnut Lane Bridge 
reconstruction project is underway, with the bridge 
scheduled for closure to vehicular traffic for six 
months beginning April 1.

That’s a closing new date, pushed back a month by 
the PennDOT’s contractor Buckley & Co., to assure 
the project will begin in better weather than the 
previous March closure.  

In any case, when the traffic detour begins, you’ll 
still be able to walk to Shabbat services! While the 
bridge is shut down, a pedestrian path will remain 
open. The path will accommodate walking with – but 
not riding – your bicycle. And there’s likely to be 
plenty of street parking available on nearby Mt. Airy-
Germantown streets. It’s about one mile from the 
bridge to the synagogue. 

The $14 million project is in preliminary stages. 
Lanes on the bridge are relocated and brief 
intermittent closures are possible for water and 
sewer installation along Walnut Lane and Park Lane 

near the Blue Bell Hill traffic circle for the next few 
months. 

The bridge is scheduled to reopen by October 1, 
although off-road work will continue into 2017. 
Park trails under the bridge now have protective 
scaffolding and one hillside trail appears to be closed.  

Kol Shalom and Ma Hadash will provide updates 
as the project proceeds. We’re following it closely in 
the Blue Bell Hill neighborhood east of the bridge. 
Email rongoldwyn@yahoo.com if you have questions.

Getting to Mishkan:  Walnut Lane Bridge Work Is Underway, 
Closure to Traffic Reset for April

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eileen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, Ron Goldwyn, Sharon Gornstein, Rivka Jarosh, 

Lance Laver, Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Sharon Rhode,
 Susan Richards, Stephanie Shell and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:rongoldwyn@yahoo.com
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Contributions – November 
16 to January 15

Library Fund
Adam and Maralin Blistein
Natalie & Harold Gorvine
Eileen Levinson
Lillian Sigal
Ros Spigel

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Myriam Klotz & Margo Stein

Repair The World
Doron Henkin & Victor Hall
 – IHO Abby and Ellen’s Wedding

School Donation
Joy Edelman & David Boonin

Thanksgiving & Gratitude
Ron Abrams
David Acker & Bob Prischak
Tsurah & Yosaif August
Meredith Barber & 
    Michael Schwager
Linda Beckman
Gene Bishop & Andy Stone
Adam and Maralin Blistein
Carol Boughter & Barry Dornfeld
Jean Brody
Ilene Burak & Alexis Lieberman
David Calloway &
    Sandy Sborofsky
Jennifer Coburn
Jessie & Scott Diamond
Jim Feldman & Sharon Sigal
Nancy Fuchs & Seth Kreimer
Jeff Gelles & Sharon Gornstein
Mark Heller
Elissa Goldberg & Anndee 
Hochman
Talia Hoke
Seth & Marie Horwitz
Ron Goldwyn & Carol Towarnicky
Marc Jacobs
Stephen Jones
Andrea Konow & Janet Garretson

Bill & Jude Lang
Mary & Lance Laver
Brenda Lazin
Margaret Lenzi & Stan Shapiro
Judy Lutz
Roder MacNeil & Bill Grey
Steve & Lisa Mervis
Steve & Keely Newman
Shelia Oliver
Cindy & Steve Perkiss
Abby Ruder & Ellen Tichenor
Susan Saxe & Moon Smith
Marjorie Scharf
Deborah & Mitch Schwartzman
Gilda Sedge
Lillian Sigal
Joel Silver & Rina Maschler
Andrew Soloway & 
    Erica Eisenberg
Gari & Mike Weilbacher
Jane Weiss
Lisagail Zeitlin
Shawn & Simcha Zevit

Yahrzeit Memorial
Myrian Klotz & Margot Stein

Y.A.L.E. School Gap Fund
Marcy Boroff & Maria Veneziano
Ilene Burak & Alexis Lieberman
Doron Henkin & Victor Hall
Marc Jacobs
David Piver
Abby Ruder & Ellen Tichenor
Ros Spigel
Alan & Lisa Tuttle

5776 B’nai Mitzvah Fund
Mindy Dorfman & Lisa Moss

2015 Year End Appeal
Marilyn Ackelsberg
David Acker & Bob Prischak
Jeff Bakely & Gail Bober
Marcy Boroff & Maria Veneziano
Margaret & David Bradley
Barbara Breitman
Ilene Burak & Alexis Lieberman

Jennifer Coburn
Jessie & Scott Diamond
Wendy Epstein & Jim Steiker
Jim Feldman & Sharon Sigal
Anna Forrester & Mitch Yong
Nancy Fuchs & Seth Kreimer
Jeff Gelles & Sharon Gornstein
Elizabeth & Eugene Gittelman
Elissa Goldberg &
     Anndee Hochman
Libby Harman
Jan Hamer
Doron Henkin & Victor Hall
Leslie Hurtig & Tom Ginsberg
Mary & Lance Laver
Eileen Levinson
Margaret Lenzi & Stan Shapiro
Bea Leopold
Billy & Rachel Linstead Goldsmith
Deenah Loeb & Walt Crimm
Rod MacNeil & Bill Grey
Stacey Meadows
Gary Miller
Steve & Keely Newman
Cindy & Steve Perkiss
David Piver
Ilana Reisner & Susan Stehman
Homer Robinson & Lisa Zahren
Lonny & Roberta Rossman
Abby Ruder & Ellen Tichenor
Susan Schewel & LIzzy Schmidt
Lillian Sigal
Andrew Soloway & 
    Erica Eisenberg
Ros Spigel
Ellen Steiker & Warren Selinger
Alan & Lisa Tuttle
Lisagail Zeitlin
Shawn & Simcha Zevit

Donations
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by Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
We extend a hearty mazel tov to new members 
Sara and Lima Fabian on the birth of daughter 
Danielle, who joins sisters Sofia and Hallie. 
Mazel tov to Adam Blistein, who was honored 
(in advance of his upcoming retirement as their 
executive director) by the Society for Classical 
Studies for bringing to the Society “a vision of 
what we might accomplish working together, of 
what we might do in addition to what we had to 
do.”  

Condolences
We extend condolences to Maria Paranzino on the 
death of her mother, Mary Chinnici. May Maria and 
her family be comforted among all mourners, and 
may Mary’s memory be for a blessing. 

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to Mishkan members: 

Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Wendy 
Horwitz, Bill Grey, Robin Berenholz, Bernice 
Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, 
Jay Kravitz, Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping in our prayers as well:  

Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana v’Ahron 
Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Sarah Bradley 
(mother of David Bradley), Debra Singer and 
Marcus Singer(sister and father of Karen Singer), 
Patrick Windle (brother of Susan Windle), Sal 
Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie 
Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & 
Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law 
of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie 
Post and Joseph Post (sister and father of Nancy 
Post), and Judy Jasper Leicht and Vera Good 
(friends of Eileen Levinson) 

May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing). 

HINENI--HERE I AM 

 If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org and 
we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete support to 
members in need of short term help, including meals, 
visits, transportation, etc.  Please don’t hesitate to ask.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring
via email? 

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan members. 
It is our communication central for sharing life cycle 
events and community needs for help.  If you are not 
receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam, 
or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts 
of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).  If 
you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or 
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts 
of Caring.  Please contact the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? 

Sharing your good news is a marvelous way to 
connect our community! Please don’t be shy - send 
all lifecycle events you would like to be posted to our 
email address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 

G’milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan 

Shalom community learn about significant 

events in the lives of our members. In this 

way, we can reach out to one another in 

times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 

simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits
Lillian Shapiro, 2/13-Adar-I 4
 Mother of Stan Shapiro

Minnie Diener, 2/14-Adar-l 5
 Grandmother of Ron Goldwyn 

Juan Lopez Garcia-2/15-Adar-I 6
 Father of Marcos  and DeeDee Lopez 

Patricia O’Donnell, 2/17-Adar-I 8
 Adam Dickstein 

Eliot Saxe, 2/20-Adar-I 11
 Father of Susan Saxe 

Paul Feldman, 2/21-Adar-I 12
 Uncle of Jim Feldman 

Laurie Berliner, 2/22-Adar-I 13
 Sister of Roberta Rossman

Esther Tarler, 2/23-Adar-I 14
 Mother of Jay Tarler

Barbara Lipshutz, 2/24-Adar-I 15
 Mother of Lois Debbie Lipshutz

William Ruder, 2/28-Adar-I 19
 Father of Abby Ruder 

Anna Kramer, 2/2-Sh’vat 23
   Mother of Marilyn Acklesberg

Ruth Sadoff, 2/3-Sh’vat 24
 Mother of Deborah Ahrens

Edward Saull, 2/6-Sh’vat 27
 Father of Jill Saull 

Harold Brooks, 2/7-Sh’vat 28
 Father of Dee Dee Lopez

Sam Bakely, 2/8-S’evat 29
 Father of Jeff Bakely 

Rosalene Crimm, 2/9-Sh’vat 30
 Aunt of Walt Crimm 

Gretl Dreikurs, 2/10-Adar-I 1
 Great Aunt of Wendy Galson 

Malka Dudek, 2/10-Adar-I 1
 Friend of Joyce Hanna & Arnie Kohen

Helen Gartman Brodie, 2/11-Adar-I 2
 Grandmother of Robin Berenholz 

Adolph H. Heller, 2/11-Adar-I 2
 Father of Mark Heller
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Friday, February 5 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat  Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, February 6 – Mishpatim – 9:00 
a.m. – Tot Shabbat, with Rivka – 10:00 a.m. – 
Shabbat  Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Monday, February 8 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh 
Hodesh Adar Celebration

Saturday, February 13 – Terumah – 9:00 
a.m. – Tot Shabbat, with Rivka – 10:00 a.m.  - A 
Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael
Friday, February 19 - 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, February 20 – Titzaveh – 10:00 
a.m. – Holocaust Torah Service, with Rabbi Shawn, 
Carol Towarnicky and Ron Goldwyn; Celebrations!

Saturday, February 27 – Ki-Tissa – 10:00 
a.m. A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

T’filot
Please join us for Torah Study 
each Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 
9:55 a.m.

More photos of the synagogue 
of Uherske Hradiste (see page 1)

First built in 1875, the Romanesque dome 
was added in the early 1900s. 

Rebuilt after its destruction in WWII, the 
building suffered a fire in the 1960s, and then  
major flooding in the area in the ‘90s. The 
flooding meant funds became available for a 
complete restoration.


