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Join us as we celebrate as an extended 
musical community with inspiring songs and 
stories of justice and peace. Singers from 
the Masjidullah Mosque of West Oak Lane join 
Rabbi Shawn, Rabbi Micah Becker-Klein, Hazzan 
Jack Kessler, the City Lights Church Band and 
Makalet Michael/Mishkan Choir and others. 

Music transforms, transports, and unites. Be 
part of a truly inspiring and joyful event.  Lend your 

voice, clap your hands, move and connect.

You are also invited to begin the evening 
with the musicians at a special reception 

preceding the concert and enjoy reserved 
seating for the concert.

To volunteer and be a part 
of it all, please contact Janelle 
McCoy at janelle.mccoy@gmail.com 

Pre-Concert Reception - 
Meet and greet the musicians, enjoy festive 

food and drink PLUS delight in reserved seating 
for concert - $72 per person          

Concert Tickets $36 per person

Our ticket prices reflect our commitment to 
making this fundraising event financially accessible. 
Therefore, additional donations are gratefully 
accepted. 

Mishkan Shalom’s Annual Fundraising Event
Saturday, February 28

 Pre-Concert - 6:00 p.m. / Concert - 7:30 p.m.

To purchase tickets on line 
CLICK HERE or visit us 

@ www.mishkan.org

To download an order form 
CLICK HERE or see pg. 3 of this issue  

“ We created this 
evening as another 

expression of our work 
across faith and cultural 

lines as we transform 
our city and our own 

communities. ”– Rabbi Shawn Zevit

mailto:janelle.mccoy%40gmail.com?subject=mailto%3Ajanelle.mccoy%40gmail.com
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Rabbi’s Letter

   

Sh’vat is a reminder to honor the cycles of nature 
and the living trees that we inter-breathe with, 
reconnect with the earth we are extensions of 
and have impact on, and look at the Tree of Life 
as a guiding metaphor for relationship. The overall 
health and well-being of our ecosystem is fragile 
and resilient. Paying attention to the nurturing of 
the parts, while attending to the whole is one of the 
ecological messages of this holiday, both in terms 
of trees themselves and the sustenance they offer 
and need, and also in the macro-spiritual template 
of the Kabbalistic Tree of Life. Here the sephirot (or 
spheres of Divine energy) are only compatible and 
ultimately sustainable if the web of connective tissue, 
the “partzufim” or face-to-face relational dynamics, 
connect the spheres.

It is also true that the observance of Tu B’Sh’vat 
reminds us that deep aquifers of life are flowing and 
taking shape beneath and beyond our view at times. 
It is commitment, acts of compassion and faith in 
the face of not knowing our outcomes, while making 
sure we are strategic in our actions and seed the 
ground for long-term change not only short-term 

The month of February in the Torah cycle this 
year, straddling the Hebrew months of Sh’vat and 
Adar, tracks our ancestors from Egypt through the 
initial stages of the desert journey in the book of 
Exodus. It has always amazed and inspired me, that 
out of a prolonged period of oppression and facing 
harsh and often untenable circumstances, we chose 
to immediately organize our material resources and 
establish a shared center for religious experience, 
governance, justice and social connection in the 
mishkan of the desert. We did not wait until 
our circumstances “settled down” or became 
completely clear to organize around core values 
and a sense of sacred direction and purpose. 

In writing about this aspect of our shared 
communal endeavor, I find guidance as well from 
this month’s celebration of Tu B’Sh’vat, the ancient 
Jewish New Year for the Trees (see https://mishkan.
org/mystical-tu-b-shvat-seder-journey-in-to-the-roots-
of-our-souls-branching-out-to-our-world-in-this-sh  for 
details of this year’s Tu B’Sh’vat Seder led by Rabbi 
Yael and me). One of four historical “new years” 
in the Jewish calendar- the 15th of the month of 

Marching in the Light of God
Sh’vat/Adar, 5775, February 2015

“We are marching in the light of God” (Zulu song)
“Or Hadash al Tzion Ta’Ir – Let a new Light shine on Zion” (Jewish Morning liturgy)

Photo: Some of the more than 40 members of Mishkan Shalom who, arm-in-arm with 7,000 other Philadelphians, 
spent an inspirational day marching as a member congregation of POWER and dozens of other coalition 
organizations who support the call for a $15/hour living wage, for full, fair State funding for our school systems, 
and for racial justice and an end to stop-and-frisk police policies.

https://mishkan.org/mystical-tu-b-shvat-seder-journey-in-to-the-roots-of-our-souls-branching-out-to-our-world-in-this-sh
https://mishkan.org/mystical-tu-b-shvat-seder-journey-in-to-the-roots-of-our-souls-branching-out-to-our-world-in-this-sh
https://mishkan.org/mystical-tu-b-shvat-seder-journey-in-to-the-roots-of-our-souls-branching-out-to-our-world-in-this-sh
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well as the parts, are sustained by our contributions 
on many levels in the months ahead. Without an 
interdependent web of connectivity, any 
communal, structure decays or withdraws 
and eventually ceases to grow. As for the 
single tree, so for the forest- as for the 
individual, so for the community. 

Looking beyond our walls, Mordecai Kaplan argued 
that Jewish life must provide us with recipes for 
justice in our actions in the world. As members 
of Jewish community, our challenge is to discern 
how to embody these values in our lives and in 
our communities. Kaplan also urged us to move 
beyond self-realization and the ongoing renewal of 
the Jewish People to see peaceful interdependence 
and Godly living as, what we would term today, our 
global responsibility. In this respect I suggest that 
the future of the Jewish people can only be found 
in a globally sustainable, evolving religious culture—
interdependent and interconnected with healthy and 
conscious global systems—environmental, religious, 
political, social, cultural, and economic. 

We call our Torah “Eytz Hayyim”, the life-giving tree. 
I look forward to celebrating Tu B’Sh’vat together 
with you at our Seder and in the Mishkan Shalom 
School in the month ahead, as well as continuing to 
plant and reap the bounty of what we are nurturing 
together. 

gain, that parallel the earth’s hidden cycle at this time 
of the year. We celebrate the Life Force of the world, 
even as our trees are barren and our days still short.

This year Tu B’Sh’vat also acts as a mid-season 
invitation to get involved, or deepen our efforts 
if we have already been committed in this year 
of SHMITA consciousness and action. Since 
biblical times, we as a people have taken every 
seventh year in the land of Israel as a “Sabbatical” 
for the land and for forgiving debts. Moving 
beyond the biblical constructs and embracing 
the contemporary progressive and ecologically-
focused Jewish approach with organizations and 
communities around the world, we still have the 
opportunity to explore this theme, and call-to-action, 
together and see how we can realize our collective 
communal potential. (See https://mishkan.org/story/
rabbi-shawn-leads-community-in-embracing-year-of-
shmita).

As this relates to our community and web of 
relationships- we need our board, committees, 
havurot, program areas, school, networks, staff, 
clergy, etc. to function well, with clarity and purpose, 
within their areas of responsibility, and be in 
communication, collaboration and visioning together 
informed by our shared mission. We also need to 
align our financial and volunteer resources with our 
values to ensure that our community as a whole, as 

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Saturday, Feb. 28
Pre-Concert Reception & Concert - 6:00 pm - $72 per person

Concert Tickets - 7:30 pm - $36 per person

Credit Card No. __________________________________________Exp.________
Name ____________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
Email ____________________________________
Phone _____________________________

Your email receipt will be your ticket to the reception and/or concert.

We are committed to making this fundraising event financially 
accessible. Therefore, additional donations are gratefully accepted.

_____  Reception Tickets @ $72/person
_____  Concert Tickets @ $36/person
_____   Additional Contribution ______

PAYMENT METHOD

Or,  send a check to: 
Mishkan Shalom 
4101 Freeland Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Tickets purchased with check or cash 
should be picked up at the event.

SOUNDS OF JUSTICE & PEACE - ORDER FORM - Story on Pg. 1

https://mishkan.org/story/rabbi-shawn-leads-community-in-embracing-year-of-shmita
https://mishkan.org/story/rabbi-shawn-leads-community-in-embracing-year-of-shmita
https://mishkan.org/story/rabbi-shawn-leads-community-in-embracing-year-of-shmita
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Care well for the trees and all that grows, Midrash 
teaches. For you need to leave them blossoming for 
those who come after you.

All trees converse with one another and with all liv-
ing creatures. Listen well, Midrash reminds us.

We hope you will join us for our Tu B’Shevat Seder 
this year on February 3.  We will travel through the 
four mystical worlds—the four revealed and hid-
den layers of reality as conceived by the Kabbalists.  
Music, meditation, fruits and wine will guide us in this 
journey as we celebrate creation and humbly, with 
grace and gratitude, join in nature’s song.

Every part of the vegetable world is singing a song 
and bringing forth a secret of the divine mystery of 
the creation.  -- Rav Kook 

Every blade of grass sings to the Holy One, whole-
heartedly without reservations, without anticipation 
of reward.  How wonderful it is when one hears 
their song, how very good to be among them serving 
the Infinite in awe.  -- Rebbe Nachman

May the New Year celebration of Tu B’Sh’vat inspire 
our love, awe, gratitude and actions.

I look forward to celebrating together. Much blessing 
to all. 

Shalom, 
   Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends,

What a gift, that in the midst of the winter, when 
the ground is frozen and the trees are bare, we are 
called to celebrate one of our four Jewish New Years. 
 
Tu B’Sh’vat, the 15th of the Hebrew month of Sh’vat, 
is the New Year dedicated to celebrating the bounty, 
beauty and the wisdom of the trees.

Reverence for trees is an ancient practice of our 
tradition.   For a time our ancestors worshipped 
the Divine through trees, calling her asherah or elat.  
A 7-branch menorah symbolizing a tree was built 
for the Temple to lift up the community’s relation-
ship with the Source of All.  Jewish mystics called 
the Divine life-force etz hayyim, Living Tree.  And the 
Hasidim gave us the practice of hitbodedut--in-depth 
meditation and prayer done while walking alone 
among the trees of the forests.
  
The New Year observance of Tu B’Sh’vat, calls us to 
recommit to our sacred relationship with the cre-
ated world.  Notice the bounty. Notice the blessings.  
Notice the absolute miracle of a tiny seed growing 
into a living being.  Taste, smell, delight in the fruits of 
the earth, in the abundance.  And let these experi-
ences renew with strength and joy our covenant to 
be responsible and diligent stewards of the earth.

The psalmist sings, The mystery belongs to God. The 
earth was given into human care. 115:16.  

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness
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more connected to the Torah portion of the week 
in a more active way. February 7 will be the Family 
Service Day for this month. Bring your children or 
your grandchildren to help them feel comfortable 
at Shabbat services. Of course, joining Rabbi Shawn 
for singing is also a great way to help children feel 
connected. 

The Education Committee is also cooking in this 
cold weather. Following Keely Newman’s lead, we 
formed a focus group that would explore ways 
for all students to learn the best even those with 
learning challenges. We came up with four goals for 
the next year that will include ways to integrate the 
synagogue with the theme of inclusivity. I will be 
writing more about this as the ideas develop. Stay 
tuned. 

Please keep March 1 open. We are having our 
Purim Carnival. This year we are combining with 
Or Hadash at their campus in Ft. Washington. We 
will have the same great games and fabulous plastic 
and cuddly prizes. Bring your neighbors and your 
friends to the Purim carnival. The money raised will 
be divided by how many come from each synagogue.  
Bring your neighbors and friends. It is a nice way to 
introduce new people to Mishkan Shalom.
 
Please stay warm and healthy. Spring is next month. 

B’shalom,
 Rivka

Dear All,

We are in the dead of winter and yet we are warm 
with good activities and interesting lessons.  Sunday, 
February 1, come see the Gan, Alef and Bet as they 
have their child friendly Tu B’shvat Seder. Yum to all 
the fruit to be served! Wednesday, February 4,, will 
be Tu B’shvat activities for much of the rest of the 
school.  Combining the idea of taking care of the 
Earth, which is part of our Shmita theme, and trying 
to appreciate the harvest that we get from it will be 
part of the themes of these programs. We will be 
doing many activities connected with these themes 
at our Tu B’shvat celebrations.

Of course, we are continuing with our electives on 
Wednesday night on the second half of the evening. 
For this cycle we have students learning calligraphy 
with Cantor David. We have a Torah Yoga and 
prayerdancing group with Rabbi Simcha, and I have 
a group of children putting on a Chelm story, The 
Barrel of Justice. Our students love these electives 
called hoogs. The hoogs change every six weeks 
so that students get to do active learning of many 
subjects.

Our learning is more coordinated with the 
synagogue. This year each class is leading prayers 
in services at least twice a year. On those days, 
we also add a Family Shabbat session during the 
Torah Service. At this time, our rabbinic intern, Julie 
Benioff, does some special activities with children 
who have come to services so that they will feel 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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So maybe your middle name is Wallflower. Maybe 
you faked the fox-step at your own wedding. Maybe 
you’ve secretly, silently longed to be one of those 
people who can jump into the latest line dance and 
boogie away.

Now’s your chance.

Join us for Rikud! Of Course You Can Dance!, 
three Sunday afternoon sessions of dance lessons 
and dance practice for all ages, just the ticket to 
release you from the winter doldrums.

yy Sunday, February 8, features Jewish and 
Middle Eastern folk dance led by our very own 
Anna Beresin. 

yy Sunday, March 15, brush up on the latest 
line dances (perfect for soon-to-be b’nai 
mitzvah kids and families!) with the dynamic 
Shira of RAK-DAN Entertainment.

yy Sunday, April 12, rounds off the series with 
a square…dance, that is! Professional caller 
Ginny Reaske will teach basic square dance 
steps to one and all.

Bring friends, cousins, co-workers, neighbors and 
prospective Mishkan members! All sessions are 
from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. and include light fare and 
beverages.

Come to just one, or enjoy a dance discount by 
signing up for all three. Details and registration at 
www.mishkan.org, on the Adult Ed page.

That’s not all Adult Ed is offering in February. 

Check out Walk the Talk: Knowing Nature 
through a Jewish Lens on Saturday, 
February 7, 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., one in 
a series of seasonal outdoor experiences in which 
you’ll learn to “read” the natural landscape as a 
text. See what’s rising in the seemingly sleeping 
Wissahickon forest. 

And stay tuned in March for Saturday Night at 
the Movies: Fill the Void, a One Book event on 
March 21, at 7:30 p.m. 

The next day, SoulCollage® with a Jewish 
Spin: Anticipating Pesach happens from 1:00 
p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.

 

by  Anndee Hochman

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.

Eileen Levinson, editor
Maralin Blistein, layout

Maria Paranzino, distribution

Contributors include:  Gene Bishop, Doron Henkin, 
Anndee Hochman, Lynne Iser, Rivka Jarosh, Eileen Levinson, Yael Levy, 

Maria Paranzino, Michael Ramberg, Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell, 
Ellen Tichenor, Gari Weilbacher and Shawn Zevit.

Mail articles by the 15th of each month to levinsone@yahoo.com

http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:levinsone%40yahoo.com?subject=
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When you see the snow this 
winter...just close your eyes and dream 
of summer’s lush green in the Pocono 
Mountains. When you’re 
treading through ice 
and sleet, with nothing 
but bare trees for miles 
around... Just daydream 
of meandering thru 
the woods, trees 
bursting with leaves and 
birdsong. Even gazing 
into a lovely winter 
fireplace... let visions 
of fireflies dance in 
your head.  And singing 
around the campfire…
complete with s’mores 
ready for all!

Ah, summer. How 
could we get through 
winter without it? At Mishkan Shalom, 
we get started on summer the first 
possible moment at our annual retreat, our 
Weekend in the Woods. Camp JRF hosts us, 

with comfy cabins, private rooms, plenty of 
hot water and yummy food! Our fabulous 
retreat committee plans a full weekend 

of activities…lovely 
Shabbat gatherings, 
sports, arts & crafts 
and more. Best of all, 
you get to do exactly 
as much or as little 
as you want…your 
choice!

So be sure to mark 
your calendars for 
the last weekend in 
May, the 29th-31st, and 
think who you’d love 
to come with you. No 
time like the present 
to start talking to 
your family and friends 
about it. Thinking 

about coming for the first time? That’s 
great! Ask around to find folks who’ve 
been, or send the committee questions at 
retreat@mishkan.org.

Weekend in the Woods
Dreams of Summertime to Keep Us Warm This Winter…

Start Thinking About Our Wonderful Weekend in the Woods!
May 29, 30 & 31

Kudos to Outgoing Retreat Committee Leader Meredith Barber and 
A Warm Welcome to Incoming Leader Lisagail Zeitlin

Mazal Tov to Meredith on an amazing job! As our fearless Retreat Committee leader 
rotates out after many wonderful years, long-time retreatnik Lisagail steps-up into that role. 
Grateful appreciation from all of us retreatniks to Meredith for her great work -- and a very 
warm welcome to Lisagail in her new post.

The Retreat Committee is a great team and welcomes anyone interested in joining the fun!
For more information, visit our Retreat page at www.mishkan.org and write to us at retreat@
mishkan.org.

Mishkan Shalom’s Annual Retreat

mailto:retreat@mishkan.org
http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:retreat@mishkan.org
mailto:retreat@mishkan.org
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Whites Confronting Racism
SAVE THE DATE –
March 1, 3:00 to 5:00 pm.

The MISHKAN NEW JIM CROW STUDY-
ACTION GROUP meets the first Sunday of 
every month, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Our intention 
is to learn together about mass incarceration and 
it’s impact on our local community; and to engage in 
actions to support a more just and thriving world.  
Everyone is welcome; and we invite members of the 
local community.

At the January 4 meeting we heard from Shandre 
Delaney and Derrick Stanley about the Dallas 6--
men who are facing charges of “rioting” for blowing 
the whistle on the abuse of prisoners in solitary 
confinement.  We encourage you all to learn more 
and to help support this Campaign if you are able.

1. Listen to the interview of Shandre & 
Derrick on Germantown Radio 
 http://www.mixcloud.com/MorningFeed/dallas-6-derrick-
stanleyhuman-rights-coalition-shandre-dleaney-talk-
abuses-in-solitary-confinement/
 
2. DONATIONS are needed for legal fees and 
expenses
 
3. Attend the trial in Wilkes Barre on 
February 17. Having supporters in the courtroom 
will help to insure a fair trial.
      
Interested in CARPOOLING? Contact Libby 
Harman -- libbyharman@verizon.net 

Next Meeting – Sunday, February 1, 
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 pm. 

Ali Michaels, Mishkan member and well-known local 
educator, will present a short workshop intended to 
support us in working for racial justice in our own 
lives.  Ali believes that the skills required for racial 
competence can be learned and practiced.   

Tikkun Olam
Immigration Update
By Michael Ramberg

It is my great pleasure to let you know that, after 58 
days living in sanctuary at West Kensington Ministry, 
Angela Navarro won her immigration case! By 
the time you read this she and her family will have 
left sanctuary and returned to their normal lives but 
with one major difference—they will no longer live 
in fear that Angela will be deported.

This is a tremendous victory for Angela and her 
family, and for the movement to end all deportations. 
It was made possible first and foremost by the 
courage of Angela and her family, who, by publicly 
defying an unjust immigration system, provided 
inspiration and a rallying point to thousands of 
people. 

Angela also led the team of organizers and 
volunteers from the New Sanctuary 
Movement (NSM) who coordinated the campaign 
to stand in solidarity with her and all immigrants 
suffering injustices. This campaign circulated a 
petition, which got more than 6,000 signatures, 
collected 200 letters from religious leaders and 
official statements of support from Congressman 
Brady and 11 Philadelphia City Council members. 
NSM’s next campaign is for immigrants to be able to 
get drivers’ licenses—stay tuned for information 
on how to be involved!

 

http://www.mixcloud.com/MorningFeed/dallas-6-derrick-stanleyhuman-rights-coalition-shandre-dleaney-talk-abuses-in-solitary-confinement/
http://www.mixcloud.com/MorningFeed/dallas-6-derrick-stanleyhuman-rights-coalition-shandre-dleaney-talk-abuses-in-solitary-confinement/
http://www.mixcloud.com/MorningFeed/dallas-6-derrick-stanleyhuman-rights-coalition-shandre-dleaney-talk-abuses-in-solitary-confinement/
mailto:libbyharman%40verizon.net?subject=
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Did You Know Our ‘One Book’ 
Has 4,000+ Friends? 
(And Growing?)

Learn More About Our Collection and 
Recent Acquisitions

Recent Acquisitions Webpage Now Available

Over the years, Mishkan Shalom’s Library has grown 
to include thousands of books, periodicals and multi-
media selections, spanning a full range of Jewish 
subject matter.  While the bulk of the collection 
came from carefully curated donations, each year 
our Acquisitions Committee, coordinated by Natalie 
Gorvine, considers and purchases a range of new 
works of interest to our community.

To acquaint the community with those new works, 
Harold Gorvine has written reviews of many of 
them, published in Kol Shalom. We’re pleased to 
announce these reviews are being collected and 
published on our website, on the Recent Acquisitions 
page linked from the Library page. We hope you’ll 
visit this webpage and explore these excellent 
works: https://mishkan.org/story/mishkan-library-recent-
acquisitions.

Cataloging Continues…
Ask Before Donating!

In addition, our multi-year project of cataloguing 
the collection continues. Eileen Levinson, longtime 
Library Committee stalwart and retired Lovett 
Memorial Library Librarian, has been cataloguing 
the collection, book-by-book. Truly a labor of love 
and devotion, the cataloging process helps us search 
the collection by various criteria, keep track of our 
holdings, etc.

While Eileen continues this important work, she also 
processes donations and returned books, along with 
other members of the Library Committee. Since our 
shelves are so full, it’s essential that anyone wishing 

Library by  Sharon Rhode

to make new donations confirm with Eileen that 
we can use their books (of Jewish content and in 
good condition, only), to avoid bringing unwanted 
or duplicate books. Disposing of unusable items is 
extremely time-consuming for committee members, 
so we really appreciate your cooperation in helping 
us avoid unnecessary work!

Check Your Shelves for 
Mishkan Library Books

Our self-circulating system relies on the honor 
system for check-outs and returns, and has worked 
well over the years. Help us keep the collection 
humming along: Check your shelves, return your 
borrowed books, or drop a note in the locked card 
box that you’re renewing it. Of course, then…time 
to check out some new titles!

One Book Mishkan Spring Program 
Series: Save the Dates!

Each month we’ll provide full details on upcoming 
One Book Mishkan programs. Be sure to mark your 
calendars and plan to join us:

Saturday Night at the Movies: 
Fill the Void: Saturday, March 21,  
7:30 p.m.

Panel Discussion: 
God in an Expanding Universe: 
Sunday, April 19, 7:00 p.m.

Arts Night: 
Saturday, May 16, 
7:30 p.m.


For more information, 

visit our Library page at www.mishkan.org 
or write to us at library@mishkan.org. 

See you in the Library…
or at the Library Cart!

https://mishkan.org/story/mishkan-library-recent-acquisitions
https://mishkan.org/story/mishkan-library-recent-acquisitions
http://www.mishkan.org
mailto:library%40mishkan.org?subject=
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B’nai Mitzvah by Anndee Hochman

Michaela Lieberman-Burak
February 28

The first time Michaela Lieberman-Burak read her 
Torah portion in English, she thought it sounded like 
instructions for an arts-and-craft project. “And then 
you shall weave threads of gold and place upon it 
settings of stone,” she paraphrases, putting on a lofty 
accent for effect. “Four rows of three, to represent 
the twelve tribes of Israel.”

And then Michaela decided to follow those 
directions. Using materials probably not available 
in ancient Israel (Sculpey, plastic gemstones, Crazy 
Glue), she crafted a square, gem-studded breastplate 
for a High Priest the size of a Barbie doll. If she glues 
on a pin backing, she reasons, someone could literally 
wear the breastplate over her heart, just as the text 
dictates.

Ask Michaela about the content of her parasha, 
or the meaning of her bat mitzvah, or her tikkun 
olam project, and she switchbacks briskly between 
the literal and the figurative, the deadpan and the 
philosophical.

Parasha Tetzaveh (Ex. 27:20-30:10) is about “priestly 
garments, jewelry and fashion…and the brutal 
murdering of innocent animals. I love fashion, I love 
to make jewelry and I love animals, so it gives me a 
very strong point of view. They burned the animals 
and spread [the sacrifice] on a kind of bread-toast 
for the priests to eat! That was certainly disturbing!” 

Michaela’s been a member of Mishkan forever—
which, in the life of an almost-13-year-old, translates 
to vivid memories of Tot Shabbat. “I remember 
sitting on the floor, playing with hand puppets and 
listening to the sounds of the music surrounding me. 
Back then, I didn’t know what it meant. But now I 
do.”

For years, she 
was fascinated 
and perplexed by 
other kids’ b’nai 
mitzvah: How did 
they manage to 
memorize all that 
Torah, all those 
prayers? Now, 
after more than 
a year of learning 
Hebrew and trop 
with the help of 

color-coded phrases and idiosyncratic doodles (a 
cow on a boat cues the word “musabot”; a sketch of 
a suitcase is mnemonic for “hatur”), she understands.

“It’s like going to a restaurant, always ordering the 
same dish and thinking it appears out of mid-air, then 
one day you go into the kitchen and see all the work 
that goes into it.”

For Mic, a lifelong animal lover whose first word was 
“cat” (though she was referring to a bunny at the 
time), that work has included walking dogs, cleaning 
kennels and volunteering at fundraisers for Street 
Tails Animal Rescue. “I love all the dogs so much,” 
she says. “Every minute you spend there makes 
you and the dogs better and makes them more 
adoptable.”

And every minute of bat mitzvah practice will add 
up to this: “I’m looking forward to holding the Torah; 
I’m looking forward to receiving a nametag; I’m 
looking forward to seeing all the people gathered in 
that room to celebrate me and welcome me as a full 
member of the community.”

Ask what she’s learned from the process, and she 
offers a gentle correction. “LearnING,” she says. 
“This is not the end. It’s a beginning. I will continue 
to learn—and teach—forever.”   
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Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Margaret & David Bradley - IHO Rabbi Shawn
Rod MacNeil/Bill Grey – IHO Steve Perkiss
Susan Richard/Sharon Parker – IHO Susan’s Birthday 
Aliyah

General Donations
Tsurah & Yosaif August – IHO Rabbi Simcha Zevit

Tzaddik Fund
Marc Jacobs – IMO Ron Fischman

B’nai Mitzvah Fund
Margaret & David Bradley
Andrea Konow/Janet Garretson

Mishkan-A-Thon
Martin & Ruth Barber
Meredith Barber/Michael Schwager

Contributions

Sanctifying The Sanctuary
Irv Ackelsberg
Marilyn Ackelsberg
Sharon Barr
Neil & Anna Beresin
Carole Boughter/Barry Dornfeld
Jean Brody
Ilene Burak/Alexis Lieberman
Harriet Dichter/John Schapiro
David Ferleger/Dayle Friedman
Anna Forrester/Mitch Young
Nancy Fuchs & Seth Kreimer - IHO Beu Trey and the 
Madrichim
Jeff Gelles/Sharon Gornstein
Elissa Goldberg/Anndee Hochman
Helene Halstuch
Doron Henkin/Victor Hall
Lynne Iser/Mordechai Liebling
Lance & Mary Laver – IHO Beu Trey and the 
Madrichim
Lance & Mary Laver
Bea Leopold – IHO Abby and Ellen
Janelle McCoy
Steve & Lisa Mervis - IHO Beu Trey and the 
Madrichim
Danielle Peereboom/Keith Martin
Nancy Post/Chris Jacobs - IHO Beu Trey and the 
Madrichim
Art Read/Cindy Rosenthal – IHO Sharon Gornstein
Abby Ruder/Ellen Tichenor
Lillian Sigal - IHO Beu Trey and the Madrichim
Lillian Sigal – IHO Abby and Ellen with prayers for 
Abby’s healing
Rosalind Spigel - IHO Beu Trey and the Madrichim
Alan & Lisa Tuttle – IHO Beu Trey and the Madrichim
Shawn & Simcha Zevit – IHO The Staff & Leadership
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Finance

Surprises and Fundraising
By Doron Henkin and Ellen Tichenor

Our fundraising budget for this year is especially 
important.   It has both a fairly standard  component, 
of 13% of expenditures, plus an additional goal to 
complete our Sanctifying the Sanctuary Campaign: to 
repair the Torah scrolls, air conditioning and energy 
mitigation for the third floor, school and tikkun olam 
support, and emergency cash reserves. 

With this in mind we put out an “ask” in December, 
seeking fundraising donations for the end of the 
year and for the Sanctifying the Sanctuary Campaign, 
including a personal letter from Abby Ruder and 
Ellen Tichenor.  It went out to our members, High 
Holiday attenders, and other supporters.

The responses were interesting surprises.  All-in-
all Mishkan Shalom raised $20,000 fundraising in 
December, which is good (though we were hoping 
for a bit more) and is several thousand better than 
last year and better still than the year before.  And 
more funds are still arriving here in January.

The surprise.   Many Mishkaners and supporters 
were creative in how they gave, and chose not to 
simply say “yes” to the appeal, but instead to send in 
money telling us the donations were, to give some 
examples:  donations in support of High Holiday 

Services, or in support of Rabbi Shawn’s Installation, 
or in recognition of our rabbis and staff, or in honor 
of particular members and programs, or for the 
Rabbi’s discretionary fund, or for additional dues.   

It took your co-authors a while to figure out we 
should read this not as a negative response to the 
appeal or to Sanctifying the Sanctuary, but as a 
positive and broader response to our community, 
rabbis, programs and services.   So thank you!   And 
it tells us where our “bread and butter” lies, and it’s 
in a good place.

Where does that leave us for the year?   We still 
need to raise a remaining $31,000 for the Sanctifying 
the Sanctuary Campaign.   [We raised $74,000, and 
our goal is now $104,000, having saved $6,000 on 
items covered by the Campaign].   To meet budget, 
we also need successful results from our two 
planned spring fundraisers – a music and justice 
evening on February 28 and a celebration of Rabbi 
Yael’s 20 years with Mishkan Shalom on May 2 – and 
from general giving and life-cycle donations and 
perhaps an end-of-fiscal-year appeal.   Raising this 
much is a significant challenge, but we are up to it. 

So please continue to respond, and that will all be 
good, whether you respond directly to appeal letters 
or creatively from your own hearts.
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HINENI--HERE I AM
 
If you have life circumstances that would be helped 
by short-term support and/or help with concrete 
tasks please contact Lisa Mervis and Sharon Sigal 
at actsofcaring@mishkan.org or please phone Sharon 
at 610.574.1705 or 610.649.0274.  We will reach out 
to the community and coordinate help with needs 
such as transportation to doctor appointments, 
meals, errands, as well as visits. 

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed by 
Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. Please notify us if you want a name 
added to, or removed from, our “Ongoing love, 
support, and prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazal Tov

We send a hearty mazal tov to Michaela Lieberman-
Burak and her family, as she celebrates becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah. 

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Robin 
Berenholz , Bernice Bricklin, Wendy Caplin, Mark 
Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Jay Kravitz , 
Denise Kulp, Robin Leidner,  Abby Ruder, and Aryeh 
Stein Azen.

We are keeping Alan Boroff (father of Marcy 
Boroff), Evelyn Bishop (mother of Gene Bishop), 
Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana v’Ahron 
Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit),  Arnold Schein 
(father of Susan Schein), Sarah Bradley (mother 
of David Bradley), Debra Singer (sister of Karen 
Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan Windle), 
Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie 
Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie & 
Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law 
of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), and 
Julie Post (sister of Nancy Post), in our prayers as 
well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

mailto:ActsofCaring%40Mishkan.org?subject=
http://actsofcaring@mishkan.org.
http://actsofcaring@mishkan.org.
mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
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Fannie Erlick-2/2-Sh’vat 13
 Grandmother of Anna Forrester & Mitchell Young

Elynore Windle-2/5-Sh’vat 16
 Mother of Susan Windle 

Ann Iser-2/9-Sh’vat 20
 Mother of Lynne Iser 

Anne Charnow-2/10-Sh’vat 21
 Mother of Susan Richards 

Ruth Sadoff-2/13-Sh’vat 24
 Mother of Deborah Ahrens 

Minnie Diener-2/14-Sh’vat 25
 Grandmother of Ron Goldwyn 

Harold Brooks-2/17-Sh’vat 28
 Father of Dee Dee Lopez

Sam Bakely-2/18-Sh’vat 29
 Father of Jeff Bakely 

Tess Abrams-2/19-Sh’vat 30
 Daughter of Ronald Abrams

Rosalene Crimm-2/19-Sh’vat 30
 Aunt of Walt Crimm 

Eunice Lazin-2/19-Sh’vat 30
 Mother of Brenda Lazin 

Gretl Dreikurs-2/20-Adar 1,
 Aunt of Wendy Galson 

Malka Dudek-2/20-Adar 1
 Friend of Joyce Hanna

Helen Gartman Brodie-2/21-Adar 2
 Grandmother of Robin Berenholz

Adolph H. Heller-2/21-Adar 2
 Father of Mark Heller 

Vicki Meadows-2/21-Adar 2
 Mother of Stacey Meadows

Lillian Shapiro-2/23-Adar 4
 Mother of Stan Shapiro 

Helen Feldman-2/24-Adar 5
 Grandmother of Jim Feldman 

Juan Lopez Garcia-2/25-Adar 6
    Father of Marcos Lopez

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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Tuesday, February 3 – 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 
p.m. -  Tu B’Sh’vat Seder

Friday, February 6 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, February 7 - Yitro – 9:00 a.m. 
– Spiritual Direction Circle, with Rabbi Shawn, 
Andrea Madden and Meredith Barber; 10:00 a.m. – 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, February 14 – Mishpatim – Shabbat 
Shekalim – 9:00 a.m. Tot Shabbat, with Rivka; 
10:00 a.m. – A Way In Service, with Rabbi Yael

T’filot

Thursday, February 19 - 7:00 p.m. – Rosh 
Hodesh Adar

Friday, February 20 – 7:30 p.m. - Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, February 21 - Terumah – 10:00 
a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, February 28  – Tetzaveh – Shabbat 
Zachor  – 9:00 a.m.  – Tot Shabbat, with 
Rivka; 10:00 a.m.  –  Shabbat Service. Michaela 
Lieberman will be called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah.

Please join us for Torah study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.


