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For members 
and friends of 

Mishkan Shalom

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

I pray you all had a connecting and gratitude-filled Thanksgiving 
week. I hope that around the table with your friends or family, 
or with whomever you spent some time, you took time 
to share your gratitude for life and each other, to focus on 
commonality even where there are differences, and on the 
enduring importance and nurturing of diverse relationships. 

Many of us continue to ride the somatic, psychological 
and spiritual tsunami of the recent election results and the 
numerous egregious acts by our co-citizens in its wake, as well 
as the mutual support, random and intended acts of compassion 
and kindness, and organizing and action underway. I have written 
an additional article for this month’s Kol Shalom addressing 
some of these issues. Please continue to reach out to Rabbi Yael, 
Julie Benioff or me and our board as you need support or an 
open-hearted space. Get involved in our work through POWER, 
New Sanctuary Movement, HIAS, Ending Mass Incarceration, 
Standing Rock activism, and the many other justice issue and 
working groups at Mishkan Shalom.

Later this month, coinciding this year with Christmas Eve and 
ending on New Year’s Eve, we will celebrate Hanukkah, our 
Festival of Lights and Rededication. It is a perfect opportunity 
to keep living into what we began in 5776 year- Elu V’Elu- “VAV 
Consciousness” and extended into this year, 5777, in strength 
through engagement. 

In more recent years, Hanukkah has taken on a life of its own, 
in terms of religious freedom, responding to the tensions of 
commercialization, and dedication of one’s values in personal 
and public life. We can do this through giving of tzedakah 
to a different cause by every day of Hanukkah. We can also 
rededicate ourselves to our relationships and strengthen our 
commitments to each other in our Mishkan community and 
beyond. We can explore and deepen our Jewish practices by 
joining in the city-wide Limmud study, Sunday December 4th, our 
annual Human Rights Shabbat/New members Shabbat/Shabbat 
School Pilot Program and new Village Havdallah, Saturday, 
December 10, the Hazon Philadelphia Jewish Food Festival, 
Sunday, December 11, a special home Shabbat, hosted by Rabbi 
Simcha and me the Saturday morning of December 31.
(Thank you, Steve and Keeley, for sponsoring Kiddush!), holiday 
and interfaith celebrations of various kinds. 

(continued on next page)
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Letter from the Rabbi

Marching for justice, praying for peace.
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Letter from the Rabbi
Interestingly the books of Maccabees (I and II, as 
well as the later III and IV) were only preserved in 
the Christian Bible and not in the Hebrew Bible. 
The story of the miracle of oil that last eight days is 
a later rabbinic layering on the Hanukkah event to 
distance from the initial political and spiritual revival 
in 167-8 B.C.E. that had descended into corruption 
by the time of the fall of the Second Temple in 70 
C.E. 

Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan, saw Hanukkah as a key 
festival in the ongoing reconstructing of Jewish 
life to remain relevant and compelling in our time. 
His words resonate even more deeply given some 
of the hateful rhetoric and lack of civility in the 
recent election cycle and the racism, homophobia, 
antisemitism, and xenophobia that have come into 
the open:

“If the observance of Hanukkah can awaken in 
us the determination to reconstruct Jewish life, by 
informing it with a religious spirit characterized by 
absolute intellectual integrity, unqualified ethical 
responsibility and the highest degree of aesthetic 
creativity, it will indeed be a Festival of Dedication.”   

  Book, The Meaning of God in 
Modern Jewish Religion

In explaining why the Hasmonean Jewish leaders 
constructed the blessing “to kindle Hanukkah 
light” and not “lights”, Rav Kook, the first chief 
rabbi of Israel writes, 

“A person drawn to one light believes if another 
person is predisposed to different lights the 
quality of light is diminished. However, as each 
person strives to strengthen the positive aspect 
toward which they are naturally inclined, the 
collective is built up and improvements multiply… 
Peace will prevail in the future when it is clearly 
recognized that all of the different, individual 
lights are in fact one single light.”             
          – Olat Re’iyah, p.43 

Our Jewish tradition, spiritual practices and core 
commitment to tikkun olam (repair and rebalancing 
of the world and our own souls) can and must guide 
us through the turbulent seas we now navigate. 
The possibilities and challenges of Hanukkah are 
imperatives for us today. 

(continued on page 16)
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Light One Candle in the Dark
Music and Words by Shawn I. Zevit, 1994)

A song for Hanukkah, for spiritual rededication,
for justice and for liberation of all peoples.

Huddled here the shadows dance against the wall,
The dark’s embrace has come to call;
We gather tightly in the inner space

The prayer is whispered face to face...
into the nightfall.

We will not stand for mindless tyranny
To no stone throne would we bend a knee
We take the sword into oppression’s heart

No callous threat can tear us apart
from our God.

Light one candle in the dark
for the miracles of old,

Light one candle in the dark
for the stories yet untold,

Light one candle in the dark
for the hope that will not die,

For freedom’s never-ending spark,
Light one candle in the dark.

Today we stand blessed by being free,
Protected by your wings of liberty;

And yet there’s places where blood and oil pours about;
Cannot hide while others’ lights go out… and still be free.

Ma-oz tzur yeh-shu-a-tee
L’cha na-eh li-sha-bey-ach.

Tee-kon beyt ti-fil-a-tee

Vi-sham to-dah ni-za-bey-ach.
Rock of Ages, let our song
Praise your saving power;

You amid the raging throng
Were our sheltering tower.

Light and Dark: A Hanukkah Song 
Copyright 2002 by Margot L. Stein

Bring some light into the darkness, 
bring some darkness to the light 
As we dance among the shadows 

flickering in black and white

All things dark are not just evil, 
all things light are not just fine 

Can we learn to bless our difference, 
God in your face, God in mine. 

http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/zevit5
http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/light-and-dark-hanukkah-song
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challenging questions, teach us anew that our goal of 
putting Jewish values into action does not end with 
us.

At CB School’s Open House, it was thrilling to feel 
the energy on the 2nd floor of our building.  Students 
ran the whole thing; they spoke so eloquently of 
their determination to overcome all obstacles to 
fulfilling successful lives, and of the school as their 
family.  During a tour led by one student, a funder 
asked how long CB would be allowed to stay here, 
and a Mishkan member who happened to be in the 
room spoke up, “You’re part of our family too. We 
hope you’ll stay for a very long time!”  

As we look for clear personal and communal paths 
forward, let’s not leave our joy behind.   We need 
to celebrate it, for what we pay attention to grows.   
Let’s look for opportunities to support and grow 
the goodnesses we find here in Mishkan.  Develop 
the habit of making small contributions whenever 
moments of goodness stand out in our lives and 
the lives of members, as a way of marking those 
moments and promoting more of them.  Some of 
you do this already.  Gifts of joy might be in honor 
of our rabbis, or for a teaching that moved us 
during a service or study or community gathering, 
or for Mishkan’s standing with others against an 
injustice, or for a kindness from another member.  
Lift up the good.  When children pass milestones 
and accomplish something of meaning to them, I 
hope you’ll think to share it with a contribution. In 
this way, we increase the humanity and energy so 
palpable in our Mishkan and strengthen ourselves 
and our community to keep on helping for the long 
haul. 

With you, 
Ellen

Dear Friends,

I’ve been trying to find the right tone for this 
December Kol Shalom message.  Many of us are 
preparing for our annual national harvest celebration, 
while America has reaped the sour fruit of alienation, 
division and fear. There are more words afloat than 
I can absorb or add to, analyzing what the election 
reveals and projecting the future.  We know that we 
have much to discern about where best to place our 
energies.  But we also know that Mishkan is where 
we can bring our grief and bewilderment to find new 
strength, hope and direction.  

You shall help.   Each one you meet 
needs help, each needs your help.  That 
is the thousand-fold happening of each 
moment, that the need of help and 
the capacity to help make way for one 
another…   Even when you yourself are in 
need – and you are – you can help others, 
and in so doing, help yourself.
     
These words of Martin Buber offer hope to me 
and are visible throughout the Mishkan community.  
We are hurting, and we are helping.  Our get-out-
the-vote efforts with POWER did turn out more of 
the city’s Northwest neighbors.  More importantly, 
it deepened our solidarity with people across the 
region, who from their own churches, synagogues 
and ethical centers are called to act from love and 
work for justice.  Soon after the elections, Mishkan 
teenagers in Food for Thought made beautiful 
rainbow challot to share with family and non-Jewish 
friends.  We have signed on to co-sponsor an event 
supporting the Standing Rock Sioux in protecting 
their water and sacred sites.  In our Saturday 
morning services, B’nai Mitzvah celebrants, with 
exciting tikkun olam projects and thoughtful, often 

by Ellen TichenorPresident’s Letter
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Dear Friends,

In the wake of the election and its unfolding aftermath, I am seeking ways to stay strong, courageous, open and 
loving.  I know I need to return to my practices again and again to help me not get caught in the fear, hatred and 
anger that has been unleashed in our country and I can feel growing in my heart.  

The road ahead will be long and I know it will be filled with experiences of disappointment, accomplishment, 
despair and joy.  We need to sustain our selves and each other for the work that is required of us.  Our 
community is already embarking on important actions in connection with many others and these actions too, 
help ease fear and anger and strengthen my heart.

What follows is adapted from a teaching I wrote a few years ago.  I hope it can be helpful as we travel this 
journey together:

God said to Avram, “Don’t be afraid, I am a shield for you.” (Genesis 15:1)
To Isaac God called, “Don’t be afraid, with you, I am.” (Genesis 26:24)
And to Jacob, God cried,  “Don’t be afraid to go down to Mitzriam, I will go there with you and I 
will bring you back up, and you will certainly come back up.” (Genesis 46:3-4)

What does God say to me when fear becomes lodged in my stomach, when it tightens my chest 
and clogs my throat?  What does the One say to me when I tremble at what I have seen, at what I 
can imagine?  When I fear for my community, my country and the very earth itself?

Hiney el yeshu’ati, evtach velo efchad… “Awake, I am all possibilities, I am the expanse. Trust and do 
not be afraid.”  (opening to havdalah )

“But what if…,” the fear responds.  The images project themselves with stunning intensity.   Feeding 
on each other they create a horror show. The thoughts are seductive and I am tricked into thinking 
they are all that is.

I breathe into my body.  Into my chest, my stomach.  Just this breath. Just this breath.  Sometimes 
a tiny opening occurs, only a pinpoint of light, but wide enough for me to glimpse the tentacles 
created by thoughts clothing themselves in such a way I have forgotten they are just thoughts.  I 
come back to my breath.

Fear says, “grasp, hold on, make sure.”  Breath says, “let go, release, be.”

Fear cries, “do something, hurry, don’t be fooled.” The breath says, “What is the wise response to 
this moment?”  And I feel a release, a loosening, a momentary calm. 

Then a new thought arises and fear returns, filling the body.
The Mystery calls.  “I am your shield, place me upon your heart.  Feel my presence.  I am here.  Take 
a moment for discernment.” 

The fear taunts, “It has happened before it can happen again.”  The One counters, “With you I am.”  
“Wherever you are, whatever happens I am with you. I will be with you in the unfolding.  You are 
not alone.”

In my stomach the fear paralyzes.  It becomes impossible to move.  
“Go”, the One whispers, “I know you are afraid, but the only way out is through.  And these 
feelings, like everything, will pass.”

(continued on page 16)

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness



Dear All,

The school is having a great year despite all the 
changes with the new tenant. We meet every session 
In the Social Hall. I think students have bonded more 
this year as a result. We have also banned the use of 
cell phones during the school day, so students have 
to talk to each other.

We just completed our Tikkun Olam fundraiser of 
the Mishkanathon. The youngest students worked 
with our Site Committee to weed and plant on our 
own campus. The older students worked with the 
Wissahickon Resto ration Volunteers to plant and 
weed in the Wissahickon off Hermit Street. We had 
the fundraising goal of $2000 and we exceded it. If 
you want to make a contribution to this work, you 
can go to our website, Mishkan.org to make the 
contribution.

I have a great Education Committee led by Keely 
Newman that has decided to plan some social events 
to bond the community together. Please join us 
in these fun activities. We are planning to go 
bowling on December 11 from 1:00 to 3:00 
pm. We will meet at the Bowling Alley on Pechin St. 
It is a great way to meet families in our school. 

On February 5, we are going skating 
together at the Penn Skating Rink. It will 
be $15 for the day and that will include pizza and a 
drink for lunch, skating shoes and admission to the 
rink.  Even if you are not a school family, join us. It is 
a lot of fun to go skating and to meet some of our 
wonderful young families. Let me know if you want 
to go.

This month, we will have our first 
Shabbat school day. We will meet on 
Saturday, December 10. Rabbi Michael 
Ramberg and Blanca Pacheco will be leading an 
activity about the treatment of immigrants in this 
country at our 9:30 a.m. assembly time.  Then all the 
students will join the congregation for services. We 
will return to our classes about 10:30 a.m. to do our 
own theme based activities on Human Rights. We 
will rejoin the congregation for our last prayers and 
Kiddush. It should be a lovely day for the students 
and for their parents who hang around. We try to 

integrate, the holy, the social justice theme and fun 
for our Shabbat experience.

Finally, I wanted to let everyone know that we 
have an active Tot Shabbat group started 
this year. We meet on the same Friday 
erev-Shabbat as the regular potluck dinner 
group does. After dinner, t we pull away to do 
some activities geared to the little children. It was 
lovely when we could connect the two groups of 
people at our last Potluck/Tot Shabbat on November 
4. People found things in common even if not all the 
people had children there. Join us on December 2. 
The dinners are great and the energy is joyous.

We will be selling candles for Hanukkah 
both plain and fancy starting in December. 
Come and buy from us on Sundays and Wednesdays

Everyone have a great Hanukkah and Happy New 
Years. As we end the secular year, we wish you good 
holidays, fun with family and good health for the 
coming year.

    –  Rivka

          

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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The Kauffmans



by Sharon RhodeLibrary
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One Book Mishkan Author Mel Scult Speaks:

“The Radical American Judaism of 
Mordecai Kaplan and its Meaning for Today”

Sunday, December 11, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Suggested Donation $10.00; Reception to Follow

Please plan to be with us as Dr. Mel Scult, noted historian of Reconstructionist Judaism and 
leading biographer of Rabbi Kaplan, speaks in the opening program of our 12th annual One Book Mishkan series. 
Professor Scult will provide us with background on Rabbi Kaplan and share his thoughts on how Kaplan’s 
thought is as meaningful today as ever.

Mordecai Kaplan, the founder of Reconstructionism, was one of the most 
provocative and original thinkers on the Jewish scene. For the first time, 
Kaplan’s thought is presented in its entirety in The Radical American Judaism of 
Mordecai M. Kaplan, our 5777 One Book Mishkan selection.

Dr. Scult comments: “This work goes far beyond 
the concept of ‘Judaism as a Civilization.’ Kaplan, 
the prophet of Jewish peoplehood, was also the 
prophet of Jewish personhood. He sought to 
democratize, Americanize and individualize the 
Jewish tradition and through these efforts to 
strengthen the Jewish people.”

Mel Scult is Professor Emeritus at Brooklyn College of the City University of New 
York. He published a biography of Mordecai Kaplan, Judaism Faces the Twentieth 
Century: A Biography of Mordecai M. Kaplan, as well as an analysis of his thought, The 

Radical American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan, among other works. He edited two volumes of selections from 
Kaplan’s Journal: Communings of the Spirit: The Journals of Mordecai M. Kaplan, Volume 1: 1913-1934 and Volume 2: 1934-
1941, just recently published. He is a co-founder of the Mordecai M. Kaplan Center for Jewish Peoplehood and 
serves as its vice president.

Come, bring your questions and join us following the program for a reception with the author. Copies of 
Professor Scult’s books will be for sale.

Our One Book Mishkan series continues with our ever-popular “Saturday Night at the Movies” in late winter. In 
a departure from our usual format, we’ve decided to hold our Book Discussion in the spring, in order to allow 
maximum reading time. Visit our Library page for dates and details at www.mishkan.org.

(continued on next page)

http://www.mishkan.org
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One Book, One Jewish Community’s 
10th Annual Kick-off Event:

Zahav: A World of Israeli Cooking by
 Michael Solomonov and Steven Cook

 Wednesday, December 14,  7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
   Congregation Beth Or, Ambler 

 Learn more:  http://jewishlearningventure.org/
buildingcommunity/onebook/ 

Browse, Study, Work, Reflect: Our Library Awaits You!

If the building is open, so is our Library. We invite you to come, explore and take advantage of our excellent 
collection and place for quiet contemplation. These few reminders should help ease your way:

• Please confirm Library availability with Maria, maria@mishkan.org or (215) 508-0226, in case a meeting or
      class is scheduled at that time.
• Enter the building via the lower parking lot entrance, where the office is located.
• Use the elevator, not the stairs, per agreements with our school tenants.
• Use the bathrooms on the ground floor, during weekday daytime hours.
• Guidelines for using our self-circulating system are posted on the bulletin board as you enter.
• Return books to the “Return Book Bin” under the Circulation Table just as you enter the Library.

Learn more about the Library Committee and upcoming One Book Mishkan programs by visiting our Library 
page at: www.mishkan.org or write library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library!  

(Continued from previous page)Library
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We Were Made for Times Like These
In Commemoration of Human Rights Shabbat:  Saturday, December 10

Compiled by Rabbi Shawn Zevit 2016/5777

Eternal One, 
who can be trusted with power, and who may act in your place? 
Those with a passion for justice, who speak the truth from their hearts; 
who have let go of selfish interests and grown beyond their own lives; 
who see the suffering as their family and the poor as their flesh and blood. 
They alone are impartial and worthy of the people’s trust. 
Their compassion lights up the whole earth, 
and their kindness endures forever. 
   – Psalm 77 (The Psalms, trans. Stephen Mitchell)

“This is no time for neutrality.” – Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel“In the shadow of the Holocaust we need 
to add three commandments to the existing ten. We, our children, our children’s children, should never be 
a perpetrator.  We, our children and our children’s children never be an innocent bystander, and we, our 
children and our children’s children should never, ever experience anything like the Holocaust again.”  – 
Noted Holocaust scholar Yehuda Bauer

“The ultimate measure of a person is not where s/he stands in time of comfort and convenience, but 
where s/he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” – Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

This is no time to stand idly by.

Further Reading:

“We Were Made for Times Like These,” by Clarissa Pinkola Estes, PhD.  commonground.ca

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/what-should-we-tell-the children_s_5822aa90e4b0334571e0a30b

http://www.niahouse.org/blog-fulton/2016/11/3/40-childrens-books-about-human-rights-social-justice

http://truah.org/images/stories/hrs13-09-prayer-our-country.pdf

http://www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-opinion/opinion/now-time-eternal-vigilance

https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/09/22/jews-in-america-struggled-
for-generations-to-become-white-now-we-must-give-up-that-privilege-to-fight-racism/?utm_
term=.462f0d6bc5c9
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Especially in a time when some in our own 
country are calling for a shutting of doors to those 
seeking refuge, to those who have contributed to 
our thriving democracy, to the first nations who 
preceded the rest of us, and to acts against Muslims, 
Jews, women, minority groups, the impoverished, 
members of the LGBTQ community, in an erosion 
of nuance and complexity or reality - keeping 
our focus on our ability to stay in relationship to 
our shared values and humanity while allowing 

for divergence is more of an imperative than a 
privileged option. I pray these words inspire, agitate 
and support all of us as we stand together in love, 
compassion and determination to preserve and 
deepen our common bonds and values.

We come together for our annual Human 
Rights Shabbat, Dec. 10, as well as honoring our 
new members and experiencing our first of three 
Shabbat school pilot programs of the year.

http://commonground.ca/OLD/iss//0412161/cg161_MadeForTimes.shtml
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/what-should-we-tell-the-children_us_5822aa90e4b0334571e0a30b
http://www.niahouse.org/blog-fulton/2016/11/3/40-childrens-books-about-human-rights-social-justice
http://truah.org/images/stories/hrs13-09-prayer-our-country.pdf
http://www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-opinion/opinion/now-time-eternal-vigilance
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/09/22/jews-in-america-struggled-for-generations-to-become-white-now-we-must-give-up-that-privilege-to-fight-racism/?utm_term=.462f0d6bc5c9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/09/22/jews-in-america-struggled-for-generations-to-become-white-now-we-must-give-up-that-privilege-to-fight-racism/?utm_term=.462f0d6bc5c9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/09/22/jews-in-america-struggled-for-generations-to-become-white-now-we-must-give-up-that-privilege-to-fight-racism/?utm_term=.462f0d6bc5c9
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Ruthie Pines
December 3

She wasn’t planning to celebrate a Bat Mitzvah until 
she found the video.

It was the tape from her mother’s Bat Mitzvah, and 
Ruthie watched it, riveted: the jubilant dancing, the 
looks of pride on the faces of relatives and friends. 
“I said, ‘I want to do that. I want to have a Jewish 
community. That looks like lots of fun.’”

About a year ago, Ruthie’s family found Mishkan, and 
she found the tribe she’d been craving. “I visited and 
enjoyed the community. I could tell I was going to 
have fun here, and that I chose the right place.”

True, there was some catching up to do, but since 
she’d attended a Jewish school in the past, Ruthie 
found herself resurrecting her Hebrew skills rather 
than starting from scratch. A sharp memory served 
her well as she began to learn her Torah portion, 
Toldot (Gen. 25:19-28:9). “At first, chanting was pretty 
hard, but when I got the hang of it, it was easy.”

In Toldot, Isaac, now married to Rebecca, farms the 
land in Gerar, home of the Philistines, and reopens 
the wells dug by his father, Abraham. He also digs 
his own wells. Because the Philistines object to his 
project, “he gives the wells names that mean ‘arguing’ 
and ‘bickering,’” Ruthie says. “At first I thought: This is 
a little weird; he’s just digging for wells. But I felt like 
it had a deeper meaning.

“I don’t think the people of Gerar knew what he 
was trying to do. He dug the wells, and it was for the 
benefit not just of himself, but for the people around 
him. I feel like, in today’s world, a lot of ideas get shut 
down. Today’s world can be pretty pessimistic. People 
should be more open-minded about things that 
could actually help them.”

That Torah portion pointed Ruthie toward her tikkun 
olam project; she wants to work with an organization 
that helps people around the world gain access to 
clean water. “People take water for granted. They 
shower as long as they want. But lots of people in 

Africa don’t have clean water. It’s such an important 
natural resource.” 
 
At Bala Cynwyd Middle School, Ruthie loves social 
studies; at Mishkan, she gravitates toward friends 
and holiday celebrations. “I love being with groups 
of people. People make me happy and give me 
energy,” she says. “I love the community [at Mishkan]. 
I love doing something that not everyone does, and 
having a routine. It’s fun, but it’s also teaching me 
something.”

And when the day of her Bat Mitzvah arrives, she 
looks forward to a reprise of the joy and connection 
she saw in that decades-old video. “You can get 
married more than once, I guess, but you can never 
have a bat mitzvah more than once. Not everyone 
has this, not everyone gets to do this. I’m looking 
forward to seeing my parents really proud of 
me, reading the Torah, doing something I’ve been 
working on so hard, and being able to remember this 
moment for the rest of my life.”



What’s In a Name? 

by Libby Harmon

They’re one-size-fits-all and they never go out of 
style. Yet it seems that nametag-wearing has fallen 
out of vogue at Mishkan. For years, folks routinely 
stopped at the nametag tree on their way into 
services; lately, the tags too often remain dangling 
from the branches while congregants stream into 
the sanctuary or to meetings.

All new members receive nametags; we give them 
to B’nai Mitzvah as a symbol of their entrance into 
the community as adults.  And periodically, the 
office refreshes tags that have grown bedraggled 
over the years.

So why aren’t they swinging from 
members’ necks, where they belong? 
We (on the membership committee) figure you 
have your reasons:

 y    You’re running late and don’t have time to 
grab the tag!

 y    Finding your tag feels like a hassle, especial-
ly if it’s not on the right alphabetical hook!

 y    You figure everyone knows who you are…
and anyway, other people aren’t wearing their 
tags, so why should you?

Point; counterpoint....

These are the top four reasons to 
loop that tag over your head:

 y    Actually, not everyone does know you. 
Without a nametag, you might send the mes-
sage that you’re only interested in relating to 
the folks you’ve known for years. Mishkan is 
proud to have many new members who’ve 
joined in the last several years; wearing your 
nametag is one way to welcome and connect 
with them.

 y    Wearing your nametag helps foster rela-
tionships; someone may recognize your name 
because you’ve written an article, organized 
a meeting or event or taken leadership in a 
Mishkan activity. Seeing those names is one 
way to link up over common interests.

 y    We often have guests at services and other 
events; some are prospective members. 
Wearing your nametag helps signal to new-
comers that Mishkan is a welcoming place 
where people want to know each other; it’s 
an invitation to approach and connect. 

 y    And even those of us who’ve been here 
“forever” experience periodic brain-lapses in 
which someone’s name entirely escapes you. 
Wear your tag, and you can spare yourself 
(and everyone else) those awkward moment.

So let’s reverse the trend. It only takes a few 
seconds. Stop at the nametag tree on your way 
into any Mishkan activity, meeting or event. Loop 
that chain (personalized with beads, if you like) 
over your head. Your bell-bottoms may be oh so 
retro, your tie-dye a ‘70s relic. But your nametag 
will remain a classic for years to come.

If you have thoughts or ideas to boost nametag-
wearing at Mishkan, or if your nametag is missing 
or damaged, contact Libby Harman (libbyharman@
verizon.net)
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How We Can Support Philadelphia Immigrants’ 
Bold Response to Election Results?

by Michael Ramberg

Just like Abraham, who fought for 
justice in the face of God’s plan 
to destroy Sodom and Gomor-
rah (Genesis 18), Philadelphia 
immigrants are standing up to 
resist president-elect Donald 
Trump, who since his election has 
threatened to escalate President 
Obama’s disastrous deportation 
policy which shattered countless 
families and pressure “sanctuary 
cities” like Philadelphia to start 
cooperating with federal immigra-
tion authorities.

The day after the election The 
New Sanctuary Movement of Phila-
delphia contacted it supporters to 
unveil the bold plan detailed below. 
At a charged meeting the next 
day we shared stories of times 
we have decided to act for justice 
and committed to be a source of 
light in this dark time. Immigrant 
members of NSM were defiant 
and even found reasons to laugh, 
while also imploring citizen 
allies to continue to stand 
in solidarity with them. Here 
is how we can answer their call.

1. Sign up to join the Sanc-
tuary in the Streets im-
migration raid rapid 
response—a faith presence 
which will show up while an 
immigration raid is in progress 
to peacefully resist. To sign up 
email maria@sanctuaryphiladel-
phia.org.

2. Sign the petition call-
ing for Mayor Kenney 
to reinterpret the Live-
Stop policy, which results in 
immigrants, other people of 
color and the poor losing their 
cars after routine traffic stops. 
Email Michael Ramberg mvram-

berg@yahoo.com to sign.

3. Donate to help NSM 
hire two new organizers, 
who will enable us to engage 
twice as many congregations 
as we do now. To donate, click 
here.

4. Stay tuned for action alerts 
to defend Philadelphia’s 
sanctuary city policy, 
which prevents city policy 
from working with federal im-
migration authorities.

NSM Assistant Director Blanca 
Pacheco will visit Mishkan Shalom 
again on Shabbat morning, Decem-
ber 10, to participate in Human 
Rights Shabbat programs. She is an 
inspiring leader and I hope you’ll 
come to meet her!

As always, please be in touch with 
any questions—Michael Ramberg  
mvramberg@yahoo.com

New Sanctuary Movement Assistant Director Blanca Pacheco speaking to 
Mishkan school assembly, October 16, 2016

file:///Users/maralin/Desktop/MISHKAN%20My%20Jobs%202014-2015/KS12.16/sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
file:///Users/maralin/Desktop/MISHKAN%20My%20Jobs%202014-2015/KS12.16/sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/1962-2/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/1962-2/
mailto:maria@sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
mailto:maria@sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/campaigns/live-stop-discriminatory-car-towing/
http://sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/campaigns/live-stop-discriminatory-car-towing/
mailto:mvramberg@yahoo.com
mailto:mvramberg@yahoo.com
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E145086&id=2
mailto:mvramberg@yahoo.com
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Men of Mishkan Attend the 25th Year Anniversary Gathering
of the Jewish Men’s Retreat! 

by David Piver

 The Jewish Men’s Retreat, sponsored by the non-
profit organization Menschworks (www.menschwork.
org), is an annual gathering of Jewish men exploring 
and celebrating a living, vibrant, recreation of Jewish 
life in modern America. Founded 25 years ago by 
Mishkan’s Rabbi Shawn, Mishkan member Yosaif 
August and a few others, the retreat has grown into 
an annual celebration and transformational journey of 
Jewish brotherhood. and exploration of the journey 
through manhood. What are the possibilities of being 
a man in this day and age? What are the possibilities 
of being a Jewish man in this day in age? The 
weekend retreat is a masterfully safe, supportive and 
celebratory setting in which to explore these issues 
and ultimately deepen one’s life experiences as a man 
and a Jew on the road to becoming a true Mensch! 

I had the honor to co-chair this year’s JMR 
Retreat and found it a profoundly transformational 
experience working with a team of about 15 men to 
explore, co-create and produce this amazing uplifting 
event. It was in fact a peak life experience for me to 
be with so many Jewish men who deeply love and 
celebrate being Jewish! Of the 96 men attending, 
nearly 20 were from the Philadelphia area, including 
Mishkan members Marc Jacobs, Ed Jonas, Lior 
Liebling, Steve Masters, Ron Abrams, Arnie Kohen, 
Yosaif August, Eugene Sotirescu, Steve Weinberg and 
Rabbi Shawn. Many of us have regularly met bi-weekly 
as part of Men of Mishkan back at Mishkan Shalom, 
on Mondays from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. for many years 
now. We are always  open to new members as well. 
I hope next year more Mishkan men will attend. In a 
sharing by Marc Jacobs after the retreat, Marc writes, 

“I have been describing it to my family and 
friends as truly TRANSCENDENT. I felt the love, 
acceptance, support and honor of other men in 
a way I have never experienced in my entire life, 
which includes 25 years of men’s work.  As I have 
turned 70 on Monday and now am in my 8th 
decade of life, I have seen my self-doubt reduced, 
my anxiety dissipated, a sense of inner peace 
established and the drive to continue to use my life 
to touch others. I know I will be better at that job, 
because of the love and support that is JMR.”

Menschwork is a remarkable for several reasons. It 
is a non-hierarchical and non-dogmatic organization 
run by its members. The annual retreat is held in 
the beautiful rural setting of the Isabella Freedman 
Jewish Retreat Center in Northwest Connecticut.  
The retreat reawakens experiences of the essence 
of Jewish wisdom, Jewish teachings, and Jewish 
observances from which many of us have been 
alienated.
 
I believe that many men in largely secular Jewish 
communities feel both a sense of duty, pride and 
obligation as Jews, and yet struggle to find a positive 
relationship to Torah, to Jewish practices and rituals, 
to Jewish God language, and other aspects of Jewish 
identity; of being a Jew in a secular world. There are 
many sources of this alienation from the riches of 
our Jewish spiritual treasures.  These include the 
trauma of the Shoah, the fear of being “otherized” 
and thus ostracized, the difficulties of struggling 
with rationality versus faith, the Judaism we were 
born into that left us feeling awkward or unsatisfied. 
Regardless of the reasons, the result was some 
version of alienation or sanitization from a living, 
vibrant, celebratory experience of what is possible 
in being a Jewish man, being connected to the Jewish 
Diaspora, being connected to the Jewish spiritual 
evolutionary journey.
 
The Jewish Men’s Retreat brilliantly creates an 
invitation, a “container” in which to explore these 
issues--inviting men, either Jewish by birth or Jewish 
by interest or choice, into a community of men also 
seeking greater meaning and sustenance from life 
through Jewish teachings, observances and practices.
 
The weekend retreat is structured on the Parasha of 
the weekend of the retreat. The planning team reads 
and studies the Parasha and extracts a theme or 
themes from it that relate to issues of “men’s work” 
- the process and prospects of becoming better 
men- better partners, better fathers, better friends in 
brotherhood, and more enriched and satisfied men in 
our lives; in a word, mensches.

(continued on page 16)
 

http://www.menschwork.org/
http://www.menschwork.org/
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Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.

HINENI--HERE I AM
 If you could use a little help because of illness, or 
joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member 
too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.
org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete 
support to members in need of short term help, 
including meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask.
If you would like some help, but do not wish a 
public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.  

Are you receiving 
Acts of Caring via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? 
Sharing your good news is a marvelous way to 
connect our community! Please don’t be shy - send 
all lifecycle events you would like to be posted to 
our email address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 

By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
We offer a hearty mazel tov to Ruth Pines and her 
family as they celebrate her becoming Bat Mitzvah.  
Another mazel tov to Sarah Katz, David Love and big 
brother Micah on the birth of Eliana Nia Katz Love, 
whom they welcomed into the world on October 24.

Condolences
We extend condolences to Susanna Kramer on the 
death of her father, Neil Kramer. May Susanna be 
comforted among all who mourn, and may Neil’s 
memory be for a blessing.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Rivka 
Jarosh, David Schwager, Erica Eisenberg, Jane Lipton, 
Adam Tuttle, Claire Needleman, Robin Berenholz, 
Bernice Bricklin, Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue 
Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and Robin Leidner.

We are keeping Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben 
Shoshana v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit), Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), 
Debra Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick 
Windle (brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz 
(father of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), 
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), 
Eva Galson (mother of Wendy Galson and mother-
in-law of Susan Windle), and Julie Post and Joseph 
Post (sister and father of Nancy Post) and Loretta 
Solomon, Vera Good and Judith Jasper Leicht (friends 
of Eilen Levinson) in our prayers as well. May they all 
experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

G’milut Hasadim / Acts of Caring

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Yahrzeits
Roslyn Hofer Lieberman-12/18-Kislev 18
 Mother of Dee Dee Lopez 

Eugene Bereston-12/19-Kislev 19
 Maternal Grandfather of Sarah Rebecca Katz and
   David Love 

Miriam Lieberman-12/19-Kislev 19
  Mother of Natalie Gorvine 

Irene Wagner-12/19-Kislev 19
 Mother of Harry Mock 

Edith Kelvin-12/20-Kislev 20
 Mother of Lisa Tuttle 

Harvey Bakely-12/22-Kislev 22
 Brother of Jeff Bakely 

Melvin Barbarash-12/22-Kislev 22
 Father of Ellie Barbarash 

Hannah Carner-12/24-Kislev 24
 Grandmother of Hannah Ashley

Edna Goldfisher-12/24-Kislev 24
 Aunt of Ellie Barbarash

Peter Leonard-12/24-Kislev 24
 Step Father of Helene Halstuch

Madeline Einhorn-12/28-Kislev 28
 Grandmother of Jack Reuben 

Louisa Garretson-12/31-Tevet 2
 Mother of Janet Garretson

Arthur Lang-12/31-Tevet 2
 Father of Bill Lang 

Maurice Acker-12/1-Kislev 1
 Father of David Acker 

Ann Silvi-12/3-Kislev 3
 Wife of Jack Reuben 

Walter Weiss-12/3-Kislev 3
 Father of Ariel Weiss 

Rebecca (Rae) Bernstein-12/4-Kislev 4
 Mother of Judith Bernstein-Baker 

Marguerite Morris-12/5-Kislev 5
 Mother of Richard M Heiberger 

Allen Stein-12/6-Kislev 6
 Father of Margot Stein 

Sidney Gornstein-12/7-Kislev 7
 Father of Sharon Gornstein

Minnie Elwell-12/8-Kislev 8
 Mother of Stephen Elwell 

Dora Maligson-12/9-Kislev 9
 Great Grandmother of Wendy Galson 

Murray Young-12/9-Kislev 9
 Father of Mitchell Young 

Bernard Silver-12/11-Kislev 11
 Father of Joel Silver 

Arthur Caplin-12/13-Kislev 13
 Father of Wendy Caplin 

Florence Jacobs-12/17-Kislev 17
 Mother of Christopher Jacobs 

Michael Litan-12/17-Kislev 17
 Husband of Ellen Steiker 
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah Study every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.

Thursday, December 1 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh 
Hodesh Celebration

Friday, December 2 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and special 
musical guest Rabbi Micah Becker-Klein 

Saturday, December 3 – 10:00 a.m. – Toldot 
– Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Yael; Ruth Pines will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Saturday, December 10 – 10:00 a.m. – 
Vayetze – New Member and Human Rights Shabbat 
Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Julie Benioff

Friday, December 16 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

Saturday, December 17 – 10:00 a.m. – 
Vayishlah – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and 
Rabbi Yael

Saturday, December 24 – 10:00 a.m. – 
Vayeshev – Shabbat Service

Saturday, December 31 – 10:00 a.m. – 
Miketz – Shabbat Service

Fall 2016 End-ofYear Appeal
Jean Brody

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
David Piver – IHO Amazing High Holiday Leadership
    and IMO Zea Piver
Lillian Sigal – IMO Mother, Pauline
Rosalind Spigel – IMO Alan Boroff

General Donations
Laura Adelman – IMO Alan Boroff
Ilene Burak and Alexis Lieberman – IMO Alan Boroff
Abby Ruder and Ellen Tichenor 
    – IHO Sofia Erdakos Roizman

Yahrzeit Memorial Tile
Jean Brody
Susan Schewel and Lizzy Schmidt

Contributions -  October 16  to November 20
Site Development Fund
Anna Forrester and Mitch Young – IMO Bill Grey
Steve Goldstein and Marlene Noveck
    – IMO Bill Grey
Charles Kaplan and Kevin Vaughan – IMO Bill Grey
Barry and Suzanne MacNeil – IMO Bill Grey
Helene Stilman and Jan Middeldorf – IMO Bill Grey
William Thar and Yukiko Shuya – IMO Bill Grey

B’nai Mitzvah 
Leslie Hurtig and Tom Ginsberg

Repair the World
Claire Finkelstein – IHO Abby and Ellen
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Men of Mishkan
(continued from page 12)

“Men’s work” is the process of consciously 
exploring, questioning and experiencing the journey 
through manhood--and all of the issues each man 
must grapple with and celebrate all along the way. 
The JMR retreat offers men the chance to safely 
and skillfully experience and explore what deeper 
meaning and experiences may be possible as a 
Jewish man in Jewish community with other men 
deepening relationships with life and our loved ones, 
for care of the earth and callings of the work of 
Tikkun Olam, through Jewish teachings, practices and 
observances.

I am already looking forward to next years JMR 
retreat on November 10 -12, 2017. The year ahead 
will involve helping to plan the retreat, engaging in 
Torah study to draw out teachings to help me on my 
journey as a man and as a Jew. I hope that we get an 
even larger group of men from Mishkan next year 
attending, strengthening our community at Mishkan.

From Rabbi Yael
(continued from page 4)

It is a continual struggle.  Fear of what might 
happen, fear I won’t make the wise choice 
or take the right action.  Fear fueled by 
information overload.  Fear strengthened by 
disparaging others.  

At the end of Genesis Joseph twice said to 
his brothers, “Don’t be afraid.”  
“Don’t be afraid, I am not all powerful.”
“Don’t be afraid, our actions produce results 
that vary greatly from what we had intended. 
Life will unfold as it will.” 

Joseph spoke these words with kindness 
right to their hearts.  (Genesis 50:19-21)

I pray to return to trust when I feel paralyzed by fear.

I pray for the discernment to make wise decisions 
and take mindful actions.

And I pray for the willingness to know that life will 
unfold as it will.

Even writing this I can feel my hands grasp, my chest 
tighten, fearing what will be.

I will do my best to be loving and act with clear, strong, 
mindful intent -- knowing life will unfold as it will.  I place 
these words with kindness, right on my heart.

May we share our strength, joys, clarity and vision, 
and guide and support each other on these paths 
ahead.

Much love and blessing,
      – Rabbi Yael 

From Rabbi Shawn
(continued from page 2)

I wish all of you a hag sameah as we explore the 
season of light in the darkness and darkness in 
the light- with all of us realizing we are in fact part 
ofone precious planet, and one radiant light- AND 
this light will not self-regulate. We will need to 
re-dedicate, “Hanukka-ize” ourselves if you will, 
through radical love and determined activism 
over-and-over again to nurture and be shomrim/
protectors of the principles, values and Godly 
behavior we hold dear. 

https://mishkan.org/principles

