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MISHKAN SHALOM invites you to celebrate the power of music to create 
social change at our annual Sounds of Peace and Justice Fundraising Concert featuring:

THE   HEARTBEAT ENSEMBLE
with israeli and palestinian musicians

Manal Malshi ~ Aaron Shneyer ~ Dana Herz 
& guest Ami Yares

Mishkan Shalom, a progressive Reconstructionist congregation in Manayunk, 
Philadelphia, applauds HEARTBEAT’s work to unite Israeli and Palestinian youth 
musicians to build mutual understanding, develop creative nonviolent tools for 
social change, and amplify their voices to influence the world around them.   

MISHKAN SHALOM, 4101 FREELAND AVE., PHILA., 19128

Join Us for Dessert and Drinks with the Musicians 
After the Concert

SATURDAY APRIL 29 7:00 pm

This article originally appeared in The 
Chestnut Hill Local.

Giving peace a chance
By Stacia Friedman

Bringing peace to the Middle East seems 
to slip through the hands of every 
Administration. But later this month, 
when the Heartbeat Ensemble performs 
at Mishkan Shalom, Sharon Sigal, co-chair 
of the event, will feel she’s given the peace 
process a strong nudge.

A professional vocalist and voice teacher 
in Ardmore, Sigal first discovered 
Heartbeat four years ago when the 
group performed at Beth Am in Penn 
Valley.  Comprised of teenage Israeli and 
Palestinian singer-songwriters, Heartbeat’s 
mission is to encourage mutual respect and 
understanding through music. Previously, 
these young ambassadors of peace 
performed for the US State Department, 
the US Congress, and at over 30 American 
universities, including Harvard, Yale and 
Georgetown.

“I was mesmerized by their uniquely musical 
approach to conflict resolution which 
was expressed in a wide array of genres 
from rap to classical music,” said Sigal. “It’s 
been my dream to bring Heartbeat to my 
congregation.”  That dream, four years in the 
making, will come true on Saturday, April 29 
when The Heartbeat Ensemble performs at 
Mishkan Shalom’s annual Songs of Peace and 
Justice Concert, a multi-cultural, interfaith, 
musical event. (If the name Mishkan Shalom 
rings a bell, the congregation formerly 
met at the United Methodist Church in 
Chestnut Hill.)

The timing is significant. Sigal could not   
 (continued on page 7)
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Wednesday,  April 5, 
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see  www.mishkan.org
  for detailed agenda

https://mishkan.org/events/2017-04-05/community-meeting
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by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Nisan —
A Month of Struggle
and Liberation
By Rabbi Shawn Zevit

As we enter fully into this month of Nisan and 
beyond, we will have opportunities to dialogue, 
organize, learn and pray. We will celebrate and 
wrestle with what the ideas of oppression and 
liberation in our personal lives, and in our nation. As 
Moshe, Aaron, Miriam and our ancestors did in their 
time, we can take on poverty, inequity, leadership 
that oppresses those with less advantage, means 
or treats any of us as “other.” At the same time, we 
will not divert energy from our own individual and 
collective spiritual journey and longing to live a life 
of meaning and purpose, serving Truth-Values-Spirit-
God. 

We, not only have an historic narrative of moving 
from slavery to becoming a liberated people for 
whom an “erev rav” or “mixed multitude of all who 
wished to leave” were welcome to join us, we 
also have modern “Mitzrayim/Egypt”, which means 
“narrow place” in Hebrew, and modern Pharaohs. 
The power of Passover, the most celebrated Jewish 
festival within and increasingly beyond the Jewish 
world, is our connection to the transformative 
power that calls us towards freedom, to celebrate 
our simultaneously ancient and ever-relevant Seder 
rituals and to link arms with all who desire to break 
the shackles of any internally or externally limiting 
oppression.

In concrete action terms through our work in 
POWER, New Sanctuary Movement, and HIAS, there 
are a number of actions and activities coming up this 
month as part of the one hundred days of training 
for action launched right after the inauguration. In 
particular, on Tuesday, April 4, the 49th anniversary of 
the assasination of Reverend Dr. King, there will be 
an action at city hall. I want to also give a shout out 
to Lisa Zahren, Judith Bernstein-Baker and others of 
our members who have formed a refugee response 
team at Mishkan Shalom last month (check Ma 
Hadash for details).
Our spring community meeting on Wednesday, 
April 5, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. gives us a pre-Pesah 
opportunity to gather and reflect on how our 
5777 year of engagement through strength is 

going, We officially stop eating leavened bread 
products the morning before the first Seder of 
Pesach, Monday night, April 10, with the first Seder 
(and your Reconstructionist Haggadah) later that 
night. We celebrate the Shabbat of Passover, April 
15 with added psalms of joy and that afternoon 
Pause and Refresh Your Soul at our home, where 
we will dip into some additional seasonal gems of 
learning and spiritual practice. 

For the first time since 2014, I will be leading a 
special 7th night Seder, (please eat before) on 
Sunday, April 16, 7:00 p.m., beginning with a short 
evening service and Yizkor at Mishkan Shalom. In 
Jewish mystical tradition it became customary to 
commemorate the miracle of the splitting of the sea, 
which occurred according to the Sages on the 7th 
day of Passover. We will use the 7th night Haggadah 
of Rabbi Rayzel and Dr. Simcha Raphael for this 
additional and wonderful chapter in the Exodus 
experience. Pesah continues through the end of 
April 17 or 18 (depending on whether you celebrate 
seven days of Passover as in Israel, the Reform, and 
much of the Reconstructionist Movements, or eight 
days as in traditional Judaism outside of Judaism). 
Quite wonderfully- our month ends Saturday 
morning, April 29, with the baby naming of the Katz-
Love and Mann newborns and that night with our 
annual Sounds of Peace and Justice Concert featuring 
Heartbeat and the annual Inter-faith Peace Walk the 
next day. This is a perfect bookend to the message of 
freedom and spring’s rebirth that Pesah offers us.

I look forward to seeing you at Mishkan Shalom for 
(continued on page 11)
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by Ellen TichenorPresident’s Letter
This is the time of year when everything transforms. 
From winter to Spring.  From Purim to Pesah, 
oppression to liberation.  Our people travel from 
pain, fear and scarcity to sacredness and infinite love, 
and to the infinite obligation to love our neighbors 
as ourselves.  Purim marks a break, a kind of turning 
inside out, before we start our journey from Pesah 
to Shavuot, and count the days.  It seems a simple 
walk from here to there.  Simple perhaps, but not 
easy.  Each of us has our path, never linear, never flat 
or straight or without great obstacles.  All the more 
reason to be grateful for the community that holds 
us in our wandering.

And wasn’t Purim outstanding?  From our youngest 
to our oldest, we dressed up, applauded the skits and 
songs of the children, and reveled in the “Mishkan 
Live!” parody, complete with hairy, shirtless leaders 
(who shall not be named), wigged and wigged out 
hosts and hilarious news casters, with occasional 
noises (do I hear a Tweet?) and fantastic lyrics from 
the bima and backa the ark.  If you didn’t get to be 
there, be sure to come next year when Purim will be 
even bigger and better, and catch it as well on our 
Facebook page. 

Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat services have a new 
and welcome addition, percussionist Stuart Goldman, 
whose sensitive, quiet (Yes! Quiet!) rhythms add 
depth and texture to the music and prayers that ease 
us out of the week and into sacred Shabbat time. 
Our troubadour rabbi provides both inspiration 
and partnership for Stuart’s soft prayer-beats.  The 
thought that comes to me as I search for a word to 
describe Friday night services in our chapel is that 
they glow.  

I’m delighted to report that Mishkan’s Night of Many 
Dinners attained its financial goal.  The significance 
of this goes beyond the money, though it most 
definitely includes money.  Really noteworthy is 
that we loved raising it!  Hosts enjoyed cooking 
for members who enjoyed their cooking. We loved 
contributing funds to something that fed our spirits 
and our bodies and brought us together with new 
and old friends.  Kudos to the hosts and cooks, 

to everyone on the fundraising committee, who 
thought to do this and pulled it off so beautifully, 
and to the staff that supported it all.  And especially, 
thanks to our whole community for making it work 
through your enthusiastic participation.

Attending Heartbeat, on April 29, is also an 
essential way to support the Mishkan that holds 
us: by lifting up what we stand for and sharing it 
throughout the communities we are connected to. 
Our annual concert, “Sounds of Peace and Justice,” 
will be especially exciting this year.  The feature 
performers will be Heartbeat, the dynamic Israeli/
Palestinian youth ensemble that has been raising 
the roof and spreading the peace around the world. 
Heartbeat is making bridges across widening 
divides in the Middle East, promoting non-violence 
and reconciliation.  This is the new generation with 
a message for all of us.  Their mission is to amplify 
their voices to reach more people with their 
music of hope and urgency.  Let’s help them do it.  
Buy tickets.  Tell your friends, bring them.  Put up 
flyers.  Find sponsors for this event or be a sponsor 
yourselves.  Donate drinks and desserts.  Above all, 
participate.  This will be Mishkan’s second and final 
fundraising event for the year.  It’s up to us.  

Just as Mishkan holds us as we journey toward 
liberation, and we hold one another in community, 
we each lead our own lives, literally, along the paths 
we travel.  Beginning on Wednesday, April 26, and 
running for four Wednesdays through May 31, Rabbi 
Shawn and Barry Dornfeld, with guests, will be 
teaching a course they designed called “Leadership 
for Living.”  The course is intended to help us 
explore leadership from Jewish and other faith 
perspectives, and offer tools for strengthening our 
capacity to lead our own lives as well as for taking 
leadership in institutions and organizations we want 
to serve.  If not now, when? You are needed!  And 
you need yourselves in these trying times. 

Mishkan is here for us.  I am grateful to be able show 
up with you.

With you,
Ellen



of others, we resist oppression.  Every time we 
are able to act with compassion rather than anger 
we step out of the flow of violence.  Any time we 
find the strength and courage to stay open to the 
anguished cry we move out of enslavement.  

Pesah offers great opportunity.  Search out what is 
keeping you enslaved, it calls.  

• Who and what do you serve?  
• What are you afraid of and how are you shaped 

by these fears?  
• Where in your life have you hardened your 

heart and where are the challenges and the 
opportunities for openings?  

 
As we prepare for Pesah, may we clear out what 
ever it is that makes it difficult for us to respond to 
ourselves and each other with compassion, patience 
and love.  May this Festival of Liberation bring 
inspiration and courage and help shine a light on the 
actions we can take together to advocate for justice, 
healing and peace.

A sweet and liberating Pesah to all,

Shalom,
   Rabbi Yael

Dear Friends,

Our tradition urges that we make preparing for 
Pesah an awesome task:  Rid yourself of all hamatz, 
it teaches.  Empty your house of all leavened 
products.  Search everywhere, make sure not a 
bread crumb remains.  I have had seasons in which 
I have literally going over my house with a fine 
toothcomb until I was certain I had removed any 
trace of hamatz.

While I still engage in Pesah cleaning, the process 
of preparing for the holiday has changed.  I find 
myself moving towards this time thinking a 
lot about the call to leave Egypt, Mitzraim, the 
narrow place, as a call to break through the 
habits, routines, and ways of thinking that keep 
me constricted in my own life and that also make 
it impossible for me to discern how best to 
confront the injustice, inequality, oppression and 
despair in our country and throughout the world. 
 
In the Pesah story we are taught that oppression 
results from fear and from the unwillingness to 
open one’s heart to the pain and experience 
of others.  It is fear that brings about the 
enslavement of the Israelites, and it is a hardening 
of the heart that keeps them and the Pharaoh in 
bondage.  What rises out of fear and a hardened 
heart is violence and pain.
 
A challenge of Pesah, the Festival of Liberation, 
is to notice how we react to the narrowness in 
our own lives and how we respond to the pain 
and fear in ourselves and the world.  The call in 
this season is to practice softening our hearts and 
cultivating the ability to respond to ourselves and 
each other with greater compassion, interest and 
empathy. 

Each time we are able to resist the temptation to 
harden our hearts to our own pain and to the pain 

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In: Jewish Mindfulness



to say that our students felt so strongly about the 
issues; they got up to talk at the rally.

That theme of acceptance is also relevant to us in 
terms of accepting people that have learning and 
behavioral challenges. This year we hired our own 
Eliza Ruder to help orient teachers and students to 
this acceptance. Our teachers picked up on it easily 
and many of our children with learning challenges 
feel comfortable and happy in the regular school 
setting. Our own Gabby Kaplan Mayer also talked 
to the students about this acceptance. Gabby led 
an assembly last month about this topic. We are so 
lucky to have experts in this field that are part of 
our congregation.

I want to close with a personal note to thank all 
the people who have stepped up to help me in my 
time of need. Teaching about compassion and G’milut 
Hasadim is one thing. Watching people spring into 
action and support when one of our members needs 
them is wonderful to see. This year I have needed 
people to support me, and they have. Thank you for 
being the loving community that you are.

B’shalom,
     Rivka

Dear All,

The school year has flown by fast. The school 
sponsored a wonderful Purim Carnival with Or 
Hadash at Or Hadash. Cantor David Acker and his 
class performed a Purim Shpiel that was relevant to 
the story of Purim and to the modern day political 
situation. This is no surprise given the students are 
from Mishkan Shalom! Now that Purim is done, we 
are on to Passover.

This year we are taking a break from our Passover 
Model Seder and doing relevant Passover stations 
that the students will travel through. Topics as 
modern day slavery, the significance of four at the 
Passover Seder, the Modern day plagues and nature 
and hope will be areas that will provide activities 
and learning for our students. The Zayin students 
will manage the stations and be the teachers and 
leaders for this activity. Each year we try to approach 
the holidays with some continuity and some change. 
Hopefully the stations will give students a fresh look 
at Passover. 

The other theme that has been important through 
much of our learning is accepting people that are 
different from us. We have had students talk about 
that in class, make pictures about it and develop 
debates and plays about the topic. Many of our 3rd 
and 4th graders went to a rally for young people 
down town that was meant to show solidarity 
among Jewish and Muslim youth. We were proud 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School
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There will be a short service and Yiskor before the seder.

On the seventh night of Passover, Jewish mystical tradition 
holds that the Israelites passed through the parted Red Sea, 
marking the conclusion of Egyptian bondage.

This seder does not center around a meal, but rather traces 
the journey out of oppression into liberation and gives us an 
opportunity to discuss and integrate what Passover insights 
we have gained this year.           

Click here for more information.

Come and join us for this inspiring and enlightening journey!

Seventh Night Seder - Sunday, April 16 - 7:00 pm

https://mishkan.org/events/2017-04-16/seventh-night-seder
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New Sanctuary Movement

By Michael Ramberg

I’m excited that a number of Mishkan members 
have taken part in NSM’s Sanctuary in the Streets 
trainings. If you see Bob Prischak, Lance Laver, Abby 
Ruder, Steve Perkiss or Terri Laufer, ask them how it 
went. (And if you attended one of these trainings but 
I didn’t mention your name, please let me know!)

To fully realize Mishkan’s potential (and, I think, 
desired) contribution to NSM, though, we still 
need Mishkan representatives at NSM 
general assembly meetings, as these are 
where congregations consisting mostly of citizens 
learn about the range of ways they can stand in 
solidarity with immigrants and where relationships 
are built between NSM’s diverse members.  (Also, 
these meetings are highly inspiring and fun—food 
and childcare are provided.)

NSM general assemblies take place on the first 
Sunday of the month, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. The 
next assembly is Sunday, April 2.

Please let me know if you’ll help me connect 
Mishkan with NSM by attending an NSM general 
assembly. mvramberg@yahoo.com 215.432.4667

And here’s a beautiful excerpt from a recent NSM 
email on the deep meaning of Sanctuary:
We believe Sanctuary is a vision continuously 
created through decades of struggle, evolving out of 
a deep tradition of faith that goes back thousands 
of years. We are working, organizing, reaching and 

yearning towards that vision - a vision of collective 
and personal transformation. We strive with fierce 
faith to build sanctuaries in ourselves as people and 
in our communities.  All our work, campaigns and 
community building are part of a larger vision to 
build Sanctuaries within ourselves, our cities, and our 
world.

We see this disastrous political moment as the 
birth of something big and beautiful and powerful.  
It is the birth of an expanded Sanctuary for all.  We 
have seen more people come forward than ever 
before, and the vision of Sanctuary can hold these 
newly activated people. This is a vision defined and 
organized by undocumented people who have lived 
in the urgency all along. It is the birth of holistic 
organizing that invites the complete person into the 
movement for Sanctuary. This is the moment to build 
bridges with different communities and join forces.

	 A kid’s plea to end all cooperation between local 
police and ICE

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

 Contributors include:
 Gene Bishop, Stacia Friedman, Rivka Jarosh, Eilen Levinson, 
Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino, Michael Ramberg, Sharon Rhode, 

Stephanie Shell, Ellen Tichenor, and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:mvramberg@yahoo.com
mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Giving Peace a Chance
(continued from page 1)

have known when she first set the wheels in motion 
that Heartbeat’s performance would coincide with 
dramatic political polarization in the nation and a 
proposed Presidential ban on travel from Muslim 
nations. What better time for us to learn from 
young Israelis and Palestinians how to find unity and 
common purpose?

The musicians performing at the concert are 
graduates of the Heartbeat program which has 
touched the lives of over 100 Israeli and Palestinian 
youth. They include: Manal Malashi, a Muslim 
singer-songwriter from Haifa who joined Heartbeat 
at 16; Dana Herz, one of Israel’s leading jazz singers 
who is currently studying at the New School in 

NYC; Ami Yares, a folk musician and current Penn 
grad student; and Aaron Shneyer, Founder and 
Executive Director of Heartbeat.

When he launched Heartbeat in 2007, singer-
songwriter Shneyer was a Georgetown University 
grad and Fullbright Fellow. “This is a viable alternative 
to the narrative of polarization, hatred and 
divisiveness. We need to reframe that conversation,” 
said Shneyer. “Most Arabs and Jews live in separate 
neighborhoods and attend separate schools. We 
urgently need to provide safe, engaging spaces for 
youth from both sides to build critical awareness and 
to respect each other as equals.”

Heartbeat achieves these goals via weekly sessions 
and overnight retreats in which 14-24 year-old 
Palestinian and Israeli musicians explore each 
other’s cultures and narratives in safe, politically 
neutral settings. Besides developing skills in song-
writing, performance technique and music theory, 
they engage in dialogue about their lives and the 
stigma they face as a result of their participation in 
the program.  Occasionally, to advance the group’s 
dialogue and provide safe, meaningful opportunities 
for participants to deepen their understanding, 

Heartbeat staff organize and lead field trips to 
places such as Hebron, Jaffa, the Old City and the 
Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum to experience 
present and past realities firsthand from multiple 
perspectives.

Using music to form cross-cultural and interfaith 
bonds is integral to Rabbi Shawn Zevit of Mishkan 
Shalom who established the annual Songs of Peace 
and Justice Concert three years ago. “I created 
the concert series to promote social justice 
and interfaith understanding among Philadelphia 
mosques, churches and synagogues,” said Zevit. 
“We support those working for non-violent change, 
freedom and justice in the Middle East and welcome 
this group of Israeli and Palestinian musicians who 
embody this quest with their voices and souls.” 

 “Heartbeat has created a space in which to hear 
one another which is something we all need to work 
on,” said Sigal.  “Everyone is welcome to attend.” 
Expect to hear jazz, reggae, folk and middle-eastern 
music sung in Hebrew, Arabic and English.  Between 
songs, performers will share personal stories 
reflecting the harsh realities of life in Israel, as well 
as their aspirations for peaceful co-existence. And 
couldn’t we all use a little more of that?

“Just come and experience it without any 
preconceived notions,” Sigal said. “It will give you 
hope, not just for the Middle East, but for all of us.”

Heartbeat musician and founder, Aaron Shneyer
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Standing on Holy Ground:
Reflections and Responses to the Mt. Carmel Cemetery Desecration

By Rabbi Shawn Zevit

I had the heartbreak and opportunity to go to the Mt. 
Carmel Cemetery the day the February desecration 
came to light, with rabbinic colleagues Myriam Klotz, 
Yosef Goldman and Ari Lev Fornari. I also met up with 
Mishkan Shalom members Nic Boonin and Moti Attai 
who had come on their own hearing the news. Many 
of you signed up for work-shifts the following week to 
help repair the damage and even more of you were at 
the city-wide rally that the Mayor’s office and Jewish 
Federation put together that week. Bless you all for 
stepping up not only now, also in an ongoing way 
around a variety of issues we are facing.   

We were joined by Quakers, Jews, Muslims resetting 
some stones, chanting and honoring the dead and 
pledging our commitment to each other. Tariq, the co-
organizer of the national Muslim campaign that raised 
over $130,000 for the St. Louis cemetery desecration 
and this too, cancelled his flight from Philadelphia and 
arrived at the cemetery in solidarity.

Below you will find some links from the day and also 
selections from the e-mails and cards I received from 
known and unknown people who reached out to us 
at Mishkan Shalom in solidarity.  These are in addition 
to the many public statements issued by Mayor 
Kenney, Reverend Holston and POWER, the Jewish 
federation and so on you can find elsewhere. When I 
shared these with staff, our board and listserv, I was 
encouraged to do so also in Kol Shalom. Our Torah 
Passover story includes a mixed multitude leaving 
oppression with us for liberation for all- it is so again 
in our time.   My Facebook live video from the ground 
can be found here:   https://www.facebook.com/shawn.zevit/
videos/vb.548093925/10155008422663926/?type=2&theater&no
tif_t=video_comment&notif_id=1488142178620333
 

� From The Reverend Kirk T. Berlenbach, Pastor 
of our neighbor church St. Timothy’s:

Indifference… the word sounds so insignificant. Yet, 
as Pope Francis points out, our indifference does more to 
separate us from our fellow human beings and causes 
more suffering and death than the more aggressive sins of 
anger, prejudice and hatred. It is indifference that allows us 
to look on as people suffer and die but still somehow go 
on with our daily lives as if those horrors didn’t matter. 

This past week I had another one of those veil-lifting 
moments. On Tuesday I woke up to a message from a 
friend of mine who happens to be a rabbi. In the wake 
of the recent desecration of a local Jewish cemetery on 
Sunday and the bomb threats called into three local JCC’s 
on Monday, their synagogue was creating a disaster-
preparedness plan. My friend wanted to know if they 
faced a threat, could they evacuate to my church. I didn’t 
even have to think about the answer, of course they could 
shelter here. 

Once my coffee had kicked in, the horrible reality of their 
need started to sink in. I started to think about what that 
they must be feeling…Suddenly the whole issue, which 
before just made me upset and angry, took on a whole 
new, terrifying and urgent life.

Right now tens of millions of Jews, Muslims and 
immigrants live under threat. The only way to change 
this reality is to consciously and consistently attack the 
indifference that enables us to keep those people and 
their pain at a safe distance. Those of us who aren’t under 
direct threat must start to take the threats to others 
personally. Their fear needs to become our fear. Their pain 
must become our pain. We must start to take responsibility 
for their safety as if it were our own. We must prayerfully 
strive to open our hearts so that their fear becomes more 
than just a distressing news story but instead becomes 
a one of those dreadful thoughts that makes your heart 
beat a little faster or wakes us up in the middle of the 
night….Only then can we truly begin to love our neighbor 
as we love ourselves. 

� Seeing Rabbi Shawn on TV denouncing the vandalism 
and destruction at a local Jewish cemetery, I thought 
about seeing him at some peace event last fall, playing 
his guitar and singing songs and charming us all with 

Selections from e-mails and cards 
Rabbi Shawn received ...

“from people known and unknown 
who reached out to us at  

Mishkan Shalom in solidarity”

https://www.facebook.com/shawn.zevit/videos/10155008422663926/
https://www.facebook.com/shawn.zevit/videos/10155008422663926/
https://www.facebook.com/shawn.zevit/videos/10155008422663926/
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his wit and wisdom and talent. Though last night, he had 
a different look. Etched on face was the weariness and 
pain of living in a world where hate and violence and 
anti-Semitism, still exist. But this thoughtful man and head 
rabbi at Mishkan Shalom in Roxborough, spoke words 
were peace and unity and not violence or vengeance. 
It is amazing how many prayer vigils and outpourings 
of support have come out of this. In my being on the 
committee for the Interfaith Peace Walk we have had 
for each of the last 13 years, I’ve also witnessed some 
blessed unity among Jews, Christians, Muslims and so 
on and so on. This year we’ll be walking in the West Oak 
Lane neighborhood on April 30…I’m betting Rabbi Shawn 
will be with us...Jim McGovern

� Dear Rabbi Shawn, Today, I turned on the radio 
so I could “pray the news,” and learned of the horrible 
desecration in my beloved home city. I was deeply 
stricken.  The violation strikes at all of us, who believe in 
our sacred belonging to one another.  I wanted to let you 
know that I believe goodness and healing will triumph out 
of this defilement, and I give my heart to that hope. As a 
Sister of Mercy, I am named for the quality of heart that 
pours balm on brokenness., standing with those wounded 
by the blindness of our time. Please find me standing 
with you in resistance to hate and nourishment of true 
encounter.  Many blessings to you and yours. 
Sincerely, Maria

� Rabbi Zevit,  I read with great alarm this morning 
the story about the horrible vandalism at you area Jewish 
cemetery.  As a devout Christian who lives in Tennessee, 
I would like to express my 100 percent, total, and 
complete condemnation of this horrible and unholy act 
of unkindness, disrespect, and hatred.  I suspect this act 
was inspired by the Trump administration and perpetrated 

by white supremacist and radical right supporters of 
President Donald J. Trump.  This is not Berlin 1937.  This 
is the United States of America in 2017, and if I have 
anything to do with it, such acts of hatred are not going 
to stand in this free country where I was born and raised.  
My family here in Tennessee goes back all the way to 
1740, before the United States was even a free and 
independent nation.  I just wanted to let you and the 
members of your congregation know that I stand with you 
against this hatred and this hateful act.  There will be no 
anti-Jewish pogroms while I am still alive in this country.  
There will be no concentrations camps.  There will be no 
kristallnachts.  Not in my country, and if someone or some 
organization pushes for such travesty, it will happen over 
my dead body!!!  I plan to stand in the gap with you. I 
stand with you and your congregation---no matter what.  
God love and bless you. Tracy, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Let me end with these thoughts: We will not give 
in to fear or division- our love and bond is strong- 
stronger than fires of hate- and the Philly civic and 
faith communities have come together in powerful 
ways- as we will continue to do for each other. 
Hazak hazak v’nithazek- we are strong, strong, and we 
strengthen each other when we engage in loving and 
powerful responses to actions that attempt to divide 
us or instill fear!
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Library

One Book Mishkan: Join Us for our Book Discussion:

The Radical American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan, by Mel Scult
Sunday, May 7, 2:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Facilitated by Dr. Lillian Sigal

Please note earlier start time! Plan to stay for Makhelat Micha’el:
Mishkan Community Choir Concert at 4:00 p.m.!       

Our 12th annual One Book Mishkan series 
concludes as Library Committee Chair and scholar 
of Bible and Literature, Dr. Lillian Sigal, leads our 
discussion of this powerful work on the founder of 
the Jewish Reconstructionist movement.

Dr. Lillian Sigal writes: “We will explore the radical 
roots of our movement in the twentieth century 
and seek answers to the challenges of the twentieth-
first century, by weighing the balance between 
particularism and universalism and rationalism and 
mysticism, and by addressing our own spiritual 
yearnings and those of many unaffiliated young 
Jews, who, according to recent Pew studies, are 
increasingly rejecting organized religion.”

One reader writes:

“Scult’s book is a rarity among works tracing the 
history of religious thought: Thorough and scholarly 
for those who are more knowledgeable about 
Kaplan, and yet deeply personal and completely 
accessible to the novice. For anyone looking to 
combine intellectual rigor with serious spiritual 
seeking…this book opens doors and hearts much 
as Kaplan’s work did for previous generations.”

Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan, one of the most 
provocative and original thinkers on the Jewish 
scene, founded the Jewish Reconstructionist 
movement. He rejected fundamental Jewish beliefs 
such as the concept of the ‘chosen people,’ and 
was the only rabbi to be excommunicated by the 
Orthodox rabbinical establishment. Deeply valuing 
Jewish community and remaining a committed 
Zionist, the Judaism of disconnection he saw led his 
primary concern to become the spiritual fulfillment 
of the individual.

Author Mel Scult, Professor Emeritus of Judaic 
Studies at Brooklyn College, historian of 
Reconstructionist Judaism and Kaplan’s biographer, 
knew him for forty years. Studying Kaplan’s 
27-volume diary, he describes the development 
of Kaplan’s thought in conversation with great 
thinkers: “This work goes far beyond the concept 
of ‘Judaism as a Civilization.’ Kaplan, the prophet of 
Jewish peoplehood, was also the prophet of Jewish 
personhood. He sought to democratize, Americanize 
and individualize the Jewish tradition and through 
these efforts to strengthen the Jewish people.”

Scult also wrote Judaism Faces the Twentieth 
Century: A Biography of Mordecai M. Kaplan and 
edited Communings of the Spirit: The Journals 
of Mordecai M. Kaplan, Volume 1: 1913-1934 and 
Volume 2: 1934-1941. His is co-founder and vice-
president of the Mordecai M. Kaplan Center for 
Jewish Peoplehood.

There’s still time to read the book, and we have two 
copies! Join us for a lively and insightful discussion.

Videos Online and On-the-Shelf: 
Enhance Your Reading
Author Mel Scult speaks, plus Q&A: The Radical 
American Judaism of Mordecai Kaplan and It’s Meaning 
for Today, introduced by Rabbi Shawn 
Zevit and colleague Dr. Harold Gorvine: 
https://vimeo.com/195406527

God on Trial dramatizes a trial by inmates, in 
Auschwitz, in which God is accused of breaking 
his covenant with the Jewish people. It examines 
a number of traditional Jewish views of God that 
Kaplan also interrogates.

(continued next page)

by Sharon Rhode
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One Book Mishkan: 
What Shall We Read Together?
The coming of spring means it’s time to consider our 
next selection. We heartily welcome suggestions of 
specific titles, general themes or new genres. What 
would YOU love to read as a community next year?

Spring Cleaning Means 
Returning Library Books!
Time to find and return those borrowed items to 
the blue return bin, under the table, just inside the 
Library door. Then, check out some other fine works 
from our collection!

No Book Donations, Please, 
Until Further Notice
Our stacks overfloweth! Sadly, no general book 
donations at this time, please. For a very special or 
current work, contact Eilen Levinson to see if we can 
squeeze it in!


Learn more at: 
https://mishkan.org/committee/library-committee. 
Send One Book suggestions or contact Eilen via 
library@mishkan.org. See you in the Library!

in the month ahead. With a renewed spirit of 
opening our tables, homes and hearts to all this 
Passover, I offer you an alternative take to the 
moment in our Passover Seder, where we historically 
called out of a place of persecution for God’s Power 
to intervene. It is timely to replace the part of the 
Haggadah where, in our time or persecution, we 
asked for our persecutors to be undermined, with 
another take on how to come from love and hope 
to build the society and world we strive for: 

The remarkable passage (in the box below) which is 
quoted in the Haggadah entitled A Different Night, 
by Noam Zion and David Dishon, is said to have first 
appeared in a medieval (1521) Ashkenazi Haggadah 
from Worms. This inclusion may have occurred due 
to the fact that there is known to have been close 
contact at that time between Jewish and Christian 
mystics and a sharing of mystical traditions.

Pour out Your love on the nations that know You 
And on the kingdoms that call upon Your Name 
For the loving-kindness that they perform with Jacob  
And their defense of the People of Israel  
In the face of those that would devour them.  
May they be privileged to see The Sukkah of peace 
spread for Your chosen ones  
And rejoice in the joy of Your nations.

(continued from page 2)Rabbi’s Letter

Library (continued from previous page)

I pray each of you finds new meaning, joy and 
deepened connections with those who gather with 
you for our annual pilgrimage out of the narrow 
places, even as we rekindle our commitment to the 
liberation of all people and the planet.

mailto:library@mishkan.org
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Kick-off Summer with Mishkan Shalom’s AWESOME Annual Retreat: 
Mishkan’s Weekend in the Woods - June 9, 10 & 11

Have you been daydreaming of leaving it 
all behind? Do you find your mind wandering to 
thoughts of the lush summer quiet of the Poconos, 
birds in flight and twinkling fireflies? Walks in the 
woods, singing ‘round the campfire, laughing heartily 
and resting soundly?

Well, it’s all only a couple of months and an 
easy car-ride away to Camp JRF in the cool, 
green Pocono Mountains. We’ll convene with 
nature, and each other, for a lovely summer week-
end with delightful company. Come for a joyful Shab-
bat and wonderful activities; renew old friendships 
and begin new ones. Come and savor the stillness of 
being in nature and other delights of early summer!

Choose a comfy group cabin (sharing 
requests welcome) or a private room 
upstairs in the main lodge, all with plenty of 

hot water. We gather for meals where the food’s 
delish and the company’s welcoming. New this year, 
some meat meals added to the yummy vegetarian 
menu (with a vegetarian option always offered). 
Fruit, healthy snacks, water and drinks are always 
on-hand.

You get to choose exactly how much – or 
how little – you want to do. We’re hoping for 
sunny, warm, weather since the retreat is a week 
later than usual. That means lots of time in the 
open air and on the covered porch, pavilion and 
theatre: Lovely Shabbat gatherings, led by Rabbi 
Shawn; sports, crafts, and walks, featuring the return 
of tie-dying (!) and last year’s amazing Night Hike; 
expanded swimming and boating time in the new, 

heated, pool and the lake, with canoes, kayaks and 
paddle boats.

And, don’t forget Happy Hour and Saturday 
night’s “Best (no) Talent Show in the whole 
Poconos” topped-off with a glowing Havdalah 
ceremony. Indoors, there are evening activities for 
all, including some just for the grown-ups, plus the 
takes-everyone-and-all-weekend-to-finish-puzzle 
that feels amazing to complete! 

“The retreat is a 
highlight of the year at Mishkan” 

is a comment we’ve heard many times. Here’s what 
some other Retreatniks had to say: “I loved the time 
to talk to people; I loved the choice of things to do.” 
“Fresh air, safe space to run and explore.” “My kid 
did things and stretched himself in ways in which I 
was awed!” “So well organized — everything went 
without a hitch.” “Having a schedule of activities and 
no obligation to follow it.” “An easy relaxed way of 
being together in community.”

See more comments, a past brochure & 
schedule and watch for Registration at: 
/mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods.

All Welcome: Make Plans to Come for All 
or Part of our Really Remarkable Week-
end in the Woods
Be sure the dates are on your calendar, and talk 
to fellow Mishkaners, as well as Mishkan-curious 
friends, and make plans to come together! Registra-
tion opens in late April or early May and prices are 
quite reasonable and family-friendly. However, if cost 
is an issue, please contact Karen Singer – we want 
everyone to be able to participate.

All members are welcome to join the 
Retreat Committee for just a few meetings this 
spring. It’s a great way to get to know folks. Co-
Chairs Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss would love to 
answer any questions, so don’t hesitate to contact 
them at mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com.

Summer’s coming and so is our amazing Weekend in 
the Woods! Can’t wait to see you there! 

https://mishkan.org/committee/weekend-in-the-woods
mailto:mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com
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Join 
Us

in the

 POCONOS!
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Acts of Caring /G’milut Hasadim
By Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov

We offer a hearty mazel tov to Meredith and Jordan 
Mann as they welcome Benjamin, born March 11, into 
our community.

Condolences

We send condolences to Judy Goldschmidt and 
her sister Marcia on the death of their father Kurt 
Goldschmidt.  May Judy, Marcia and their family be 
comforted among all who mourn, and may Kurt’s 
memory be for a blessing.

Love and Support

This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members:

Chris Jacobs. Rivka Jarosh, Judi Bernstein-Baker, 
Erica Eisenberg, Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, Claire 
Needleman, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, Mark 
Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Sue Jacobs, Denise Kulp, and 
Robin Leidner.

We are keeping in our prayers as well these 
relatives and friends of our community:

Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana v’Ahron 
Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Sarah Bradley 
(mother of David Bradley), Debra Singer(sister of 
Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie 
& Harold Gorvine), Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-
law of Joe Brenman), Eva Galson (mother of Wendy 
Galson and mother-in-law of Susan Windle), Julie 
Post and Joseph Post (sister and father of Nancy 
Post), Sheila Hyatt (sister of Maralin Blistein) and 
Judy Jasper Leicht (friend of Eilen Levinson.

May they all experience a refuah sheleimah 
(full healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom 
community learn about significant events 
in the lives of our members. In this way, 
we can reach out to one another in 
times of grief, illness, and joy.  To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org

HINENI--HERE I AM

 If you could use a little help because of illness, or joy 
(new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan member too 
shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@mishkan.org 
and we will reach out.  Hineni offers concrete 
support to members in need of short term help, 
including meals, visits, transportation, etc.  Please 
don’t hesitate to ask.

If you would like some help, but do not wish a 
public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.

Are you receiving Acts of Caring 
via email?

Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Got Nachas? 

Sharing your good news is a marvelous way to 
connect our community! Please don’t be shy - send 
all lifecycle events you would like to be posted to 
our email address:  actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Stan Hochman-4/16-Nisan 20
 Father of Anndee Hochman 

Mary Towarnicky-4/16-Nisan 20
 Mother of Carol Towarnicky 

Virginia Wilkinson-4/16-Nisan 20
 Mother of Beth Wilkinson 

Florence Saul-4/20-Nisan 24
 Grandmother of Roberta Rossman 

Sidney Meyers-4/22-Nisan 26
 Father of Phyllis Myers 

Ray Bradley-4/24-Nisan 28
 Father of David Bradley
 
Jean Jacobson-4/26-Nisan 30
 Grandmother of Steve Newman 

Nat Nisson-4/26-Nisan 30
 Uncle of Natalie Gorvine 

Dennis Berliner-4/30-Iyar 4
   Lonny & Roberta Rossman 

Bradd Levine-4/30-Iyar 4
 Former Partner of Bob Prischak 

Harriette Saull-4/1-Nisan 5
 Mother of Jill Saull 

Rose Saxe-4/2-Nisan 6
 Mother of Susan Saxe 

Daniel Zwie Henkin-4/4-Nisan 8
 Father of Doron Henkin 

Phyllis Ginsberg-4/9-Nisan 13
 Mother of Thomas Ginsberg 

Ellis S. Liebman-4/9-Nisan 13
 Husband of Sue Ellen Liebman 

Chana Ronen Henkin-4/12-Nisan 16
 Mother of Doron Henkin 

Ethel Pohl Wertheim-4/12-Nisan 16
 Mother of Ellen Tichenor

Sylvia Goldstein-4/13-Nisan 17
 Mother of Bea Leopold

Edith Levin-4/14-Nisan 18
 Grandmother of Barrie Levin

Hannah Osnowitz Waskow-4/14-Nisan 18
 Mother of Arthur Waskow

Regina Solomon-4/15-Nisan 19
 Grandmother of Jim Feldman 

Yahrzeits
We lovingly remember those who have passed, Zichronam L’vracha.
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T’filot
Please join us for Torah Study from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. in the Library.

Saturday, April 1 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Julie Benioff

Friday, April 7 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Yael

Saturday, April 8 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Saturday, April 15 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Pesach Services with Hallel, led by Rabbi Shawn and Julie Benioff

Saturday, April 22 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Friday, April 28 – 7:30 p.m. – Musical Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, April 29 – 10:00 a.m.  – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn; Baby-Namings for the Katz/Love 
and Manning Families

  ww
Heartbeat Concert
Elissa Goldberg & Anndee Hockman 
Libby Harman
Eilen Levinson
Alan and Lisa Tuttle
Ellen Weaver
Shawn & Simcha Zevit

Yahrzeit Memorial Tile
Sharon Barr

Night of Many Dinners
Carole Boughter & Barry Dornfeld
David Kaufman and Nicole Kahn
Joni Magee
PK Shropshire

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Helene & Joel Blum

Contributions


