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“More than Jews have kept Shabbat, 
Shabbat has kept the Jews.”                        

                                                             – Ahad Ha’am 
                   (Asher Ginsberg, poet, philosopher, 1856-1927)

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit

These winter months invite us to feel gratitude for shelter, warmth and 
connection. We may even pull back and look at what is essential to our 
daily routines, especially 
when winter challenges 
our mobility or regular, 
driven schedules. Of course, 
“pulling-back” in our times, 
is a luxury, a privilege and 
simply not an option for 
many of us given the issues 
we face locally, nationally 
and globally. 

More than ever before the 
weekly touchstone of Shabbat has become an oasis in our 24/7 culture, 
with its non-stop inundation of disconcerting tweets and social media 
buzz. What is gained and what is lost when Shabbat and our own shared 
customs become fuzzy, unknown to most, are unobserved and is, at 
times, like all other days of the week?

The Talmud (Shabbat 10b) states that Shabbat was a precious gift to 
us. We know from B’reshit/Genesis 2:1, that Shabbat is the Day the 
“Generator of Creation” paused to re-ensoul and integrate all that had 
been created. Shabbat was dedicated to building a relationship with 
the Divine, and reconnecting and renewing our deepest selves after a 
week of laboring in the physical world. One of the greatest benefits of 
Shabbat has always been family and community. At Mishkan Shalom, this 
also includes engaging with meaningful and activist topics as well, such as 
on Human Rights Shabbat, MLK Weekend Shabbat and other special themed-
Shabbat services in the year.

Two different words, Shamor V’Zachor (Keep and Remember), were 
used in relation to Shabbat the two times the Ten Commandments 
are written in the Torah. The Sages teach that this directs us in both 
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OUR  WINTER & SPRING

LIFE- LONG 

LEARNING 

CLASSES 

ARE ONLINE NOW!

CLICK HERE!

February -28-March 1
PURIM

Friday night, 2/23: 
Sensory-friendly 

CELEBRATIONS! Purim Carnival

Sunday, 2/25:  
Kids' Purim Carnival  with Or Hadash

Wednesday, 2/28:  
Shpiel & Megilah Reading For All!

http://www.truah.org/program/bring-human-rights-shabbat-to-your-community/
https://mishkan.org/rabbishawn/blog/roots-and-branches-mlk-jr-weekend-and-tu-b-shevat-the-new-year-of-the-trees
https://mishkan.org/uherske-hradiste-we-remember-them-we-safeguard-their-torah
https://mishkan.org/uherske-hradiste-we-remember-them-we-safeguard-their-torah
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education-committee


Letter from the Rabbi
commitment and spiritual discipline (Shamor) as 
well as staying connected to Shabbat as a universal 
dynamic for balance and well-being (Zachor). 
Younger generations of Jews have developed an 
annual unplugged Sabbath, which is a creative project 
designed to slow down lives in an increasingly hectic 
world. Others are advocating in a creative and 
egalitarian context for the deeper value of Shabbat as it 
makes for a healthier and more connected life.

There are also a number of Shabbat policies we developed 
as a community over the years which are public on our 
website, and articulate the process and values-set behind 
our policies. Please take a look and familiarize yourself 
with them. Our practices, and customs of Shabbat in 
our communal setting, revised by our Spiritual Life 
Council this past year are posted on the third floor 
outside the chapel and sanctuary.

Here at Mishkan Shalom, all our services are 
participatory and egalitarian. We hold Shabbat and 
Holiday services year-round at 10:00 a.m. (10:30 
a.m. in the summers) and Rosh Hodesh (New Month) 
Celebrations, as well as the High Holidays and Festivals. 
We offer our soul-centered, musical 
Kabbalat Shabbat, held every other Friday 
evening at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted (with 
Friday night summer Shabbat-Under-the-Stars). 
Twice monthly A Way In at Mishkan Shalom Shabbat 
morning services are led by Rabbi Yael Levy.  Once-
a-month Community Veggie-Fish-Dairy 
Potluck Dinners begin at 5:45 p.m., preceding 
Kabbalat Shabbat services. 

Our new and very successful monthly Shabbat 
school happens during the winter months, and 
weekly Torah study and monthly Spiritual 
Direction Circles take place at 9:00 a.m. on 
Shabbat mornings. We have a monthly Shabbat 
afternoon study and ritual gathering “Pause and 
Refresh Your Soul” that Rabbi Simcha and I host in our 
home and occasionally life-long learning opportunities 
on Shabbat, or a prayerful nature walk with Steve 
Jones, or ritual moments for celebration, loss, 
education, justice, spiritual life, and connection. 

by Joanie Rothenberg

I invite you all to engage with Rabbi Yael, Rivka, me 
and each other in exploring what Shabbat is for you 
in your life, your home, here at Mishkan Shalom and 
what Shabbat consciousness and contemporary Shabbat 
practice might be for you. Here’s a short video as a 
taste of Shabbat  for any day of the week! 

Our congregation begins the Purim holiday on Friday 
night, February 23 with Celebrations! Sensory 
Friendly Purim Carnival. We continue on Sunday 
morning, February 25, with our annual Purim carnival 
and on Wednesday, February 28, 6:30 p.m., our 
Purim evening of joyful service, megillah reading, 
Hebrew school skits and adult Purim shpiels. Thanks 
to modern Jewish feminist thought, and especially 
resonant with this time of unmasking the level of 
inequity and harassment women continue to face 
in their personal and professional lives, Vashti, King 
Ahashverous’ wife has been claimed as one of the 
champions of the story (along with Esther and 
Mordechai), as she risked and lost her own standing 
by saying “no to the King” (as our own Rabbi Margot 
Stein sings in her co-written Purim song!)

Chag Purim sameah! Looking forward to seeing 
you on Shabbat soon and celebrating with all of you at 
our multiple events this month!
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http://www.sabbathmanifesto.org/unplug/
http://tcjewfolk.com/reasons-observing-shabbat-improve-life/
http://tcjewfolk.com/reasons-observing-shabbat-improve-life/
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/building-policies
https://mishkan.org/spiritual-life-overview-of-offerings
https://mishkan.org/spiritual-life-overview-of-offerings
https://mishkan.org/story/shabbat
https://mishkan.org/story/holidays-at-mishkan
https://mishkan.org/committee/rosh-chodesh-monthly-service
https://mishkan.org/committee/rosh-chodesh-monthly-service
https://mishkan.org/yamim-noraim-all-are-welcome-at-high-holiday-services
https://mishkan.org/story/holidays-at-mishkan
https://www.awayin.org/calendar/?view=calendar&month=January-2018
https://mishkan.org/torah-study
https://mishkan.org/spiritual-direction-groups-for-parents
https://mishkan.org/spiritual-direction-groups-for-parents
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://mishkan.org/committee/adult-education
https://books.google.com/books?id=Eb7rtz7pUdcC&pg=PA20&lpg=PA20&dq=Shabbat+Consciousness&source=bl&ots=AOko_hxZI4&sig=Fl_YHLyTQ5cbvmUVgpl99nZapEM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjI7dbYsefYAhWCT98KHWHSCfY4ChDoAQgoMAA#v=onepage&q=Shabbat Consciousness&f=false
https://ritualwell.org/contemporary-shabbat-practice?type=All&page=4
https://ritualwell.org/contemporary-shabbat-practice?type=All&page=4
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=466794798925&l=9195408871589870168
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=466794798925&l=9195408871589870168
https://mishkan.org/events/2018-02-25/hebrew-school-tot-group-and-teens-purim-carnival
https://ritualwell.org/search-results?Q=Purim
http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/she-said-no
http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/she-said-no
https://mishkan.org/calendar
https://mishkan.org/calendar
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Dear Friends,

A poem in honor of the winter, in honor of the 
wisdom of the earth and in honor of 5778, whose 
numbers, when turned into Hebrew letters bring 
forth the letters ayin, chet—which can stand for-- 
aytz chayim, the Tree of Life.

A Minyan of Trees
He cried out to the One
 And the One showed him a tree.
He sent the tree into the waters
And the waters became sweet.   (Shemot 15:25)

The woods are white.  
Layers of hills and paths frozen with snow.

Rising from the hard ground the trees stand
 Strong, gallant, certain. 
Deep brown bark meets the eye.
 Branches reach and dance above.
It is winter.  The woods are bare.  
So much is revealed.

I count ten trees.  
And place myself among them.
 They stand with me as I call out.  
They are my minyan.  
I rely on their strength, their faith, their beauty.

Between their sure branches I can see the river is 
frozen in places.
Walking closer I notice the ice covering the current
 Is thin and unreliable.  
Nothing to stand on.

Fear, mistrust and regret 
 Taste bitter in my mouth.
These feelings fill me and I begin to drown in their 
wake. 

I reach for the trees.
 Breathing into their strength, presence and 
trust.
I find refuge in their clarity,
I am embraced by their love.

And for a moment I remember the One.
I remember the One within me, 
 The One within all this bare, frozen, 
exposed, vulnerable life,
I remember the One made manifest in the trees.

I remember the One that fills us and calls us 
forward.

And for a moment the bitter waters become sweet.

Before leaving the woods I make sure to bow to the   
trees 
Giving thanks
And praying to remember their blessings live inside 
of me. 

And their offerings are eternal.

Aytz Chayim He

Blessings to all,
  Rabbi Yael

by Rabbi Yael LevyA Way In

Join A Way In in Welcoming
GABETOUR, A Reading and Musical Performance by Gabriel Adels
Saturday, March 10, 7:30 p.m., Mishkan Shalom

In GABETOUR, author/musician Gabriel Adels carries his readers with him as he bicycles across the United 
States--one year after a car accident that broke his femur and killed his beloved brother, Jonah. In a rare 
combination of narrative and music, Adels tells his energetic story of healing through adventure and 
songwriting. 

The evening also will feature a performance of songs from the book/album, with a band that includes the 
author on guitar, Nina Ryser on bass, Clay Kaledin on drums, and Colin Manjoney on clarinet and saxophone. 

The music will be followed by a reading and book signing. 
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working with our disabled Jewish members. We are 
lucky to have as a member an expert on this subject, 
Gabrielle Kaplan Mayer. She will be leading activities 
in our preservice workshop with the students and 
then lead discussion at services that day. It has been 
a wonderful experience for our school families and 
non-school families to be together for Shabbat. Many 
of the members have enjoyed the children as they 
lead prayers and take part in discussions.

We are off for President’s Weekend, but 
then it is Purim. We will begin the weekend before 
Purim with a Sensory Friendly Purim carnival on 
Friday night, February 23. There will be a bouncing 
room and some quiet carnival activities. On Sunday, 
February 25, we will have our regular loud Purim 
carnival with Or Hadash providing some fun 
games too. This year we are celebrating Purim on 
Wednesday, February 28,  In true Mishkan style, 
several of our young people are preparing a spoof on 
the Purim story that promises to be somewhat of a 
political satire. Everyone is invited to join the crowd 
as we listen to the English version of the Megillah 
and sing Purim songs. Hamentaschen are a promised 
treat. 

Join us for any of these activities. Our children add 
so much wonderful energy to Jewish experiences.
      
B’shalom,
   Rivka

Dear All,

We have many activities in February. On February 
4, our Vav class (6th grade) families will have a 
workshop to prepare for B’nai Mitzvah. The theme 
will be talking about what “spiritual” means in our 
unique Mishkan way. On February 4, we are also 
meeting the second candidate for principal at 11:00 
a.m. Please join us if you would like to meet this 
candidate.

On Friday, February 9, we will have a 
Purim-themed Tot Shabbat program. There 
will be lots to do - dancing, singing and stories. If you 
know anyone with a child under 5 who would like a 
simple and fun way of being Jewish, tell them to join 
us at 5:45 p.m. for a potluck dinner and at 6:30 p.m. 
for our Tot program.

At the Shabbat service February 9, 
the Gimel class will be honored in their 
consecration program. They have been studying 
about their immigrant ancestors. They have created a 
skit that tells their stories. The parents will also talk 
about their Jewish journey to get to Mishkan. In the 
third grade year when our students attend school 
for two days, it is a special time to notice them. They 
will receive their own copy of our prayer book as 
part of the evening events.

Our third Shabbat school is on Saturday, 
February 10. Our theme for the day is about 

by Rivka JaroshCongregational School

For Teens: Tri-Shul Youth Event
Escape the Room: The Great Heist!
Saturday Evening, February 10

* New Location:  Project Escape Room, 1495 Alan Wood Rd., Conshohocken

* Car pool available from Mishkan Shalom

* Drop off at Mishkan at 6:00 p.m. (Julia Weekes and Claire Brunhild will be offering rides   
     to any teens who need transportation assistance.)

* Pick up at Mishkan at 9:45 p.m.

* Cost: $25 per teen, including mystery dinner!

* RSVP link: https://tinyurl.com/yd8gnpe4
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Holocaust Torah Shabbat Service on March 3
Mishkan Shalom’s annual Holocaust Torah Shabbat Service on March 3 at 10:00 a.m. will honor our sacred scroll 
that was rescued from the Shoah. 

This is the service at which we remember the Jews of the small Moravian 
provincial city of Uherske Hradiste in what is now the Czech Republic, a middle 
class community that included about 300 Jews. They worshiped at the city’s only 
synagogue, from which this Torah was rescued and ultimately reached Mishkan 
following a dramatic international journey that led from Prague to London to 
Philadelphia. 

The service on March 3, led by Rabbi Shawn with Carol Towarnicky and Ron 
Goldwyn, will include the reading of the parasha, Ki Tisa chanted from this 
venerable scroll. Carol will deliver the dvar Torah on the still-relevant lessons of 
Shoah. Ron will describe how this Torah reached Mishkan, and what we know 
about the people of Uherske Hradiste and the rescue project.

Our service concludes with worshipers joining in the recitation of the names of 
more than 250 Jews from this community who perished in the Holocaust.

The Torah is on permanent loan from the Memorial Scrolls Trust 
(memorialscrollstrust.org), based at London’s Westminster Synagogue, which in 
1964 received 1,564 of these Torahs from the Czech provinces of Moravia and 
Bohemia. 

Our Torah, with a small brass plaque identifying it as Scroll 463, arrived in 1988, just in time for our first Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and served as Mishkan’s first Torah. This fragile, much-traveled scroll remains in 
occasional use. 

We at Mishkan are proud members of a worldwide list of synagogues (at 
least nine in the Philadelphia area), Hillel chapters and other institutions that 
have received and honor these special scrolls.

In the past year, we received a certificate from the Memorial Scrolls Trust 
attesting to our possession of Scroll 463, a framed certificate that now 
hangs in the Sanctuary. 

Whether you have heard the story of our Holocaust Torah or are new to 
this story, please join us on March 3. 

The synagogue in Uherske Hradiste in Czechoslovakia 
(now the Czech Republic) in the 1930s.

Ron Goldwyn carries Ho-
locaust Torah scroll in the 
procession to the Mishkan 
Shalom building dedica-
tion on Jan. 6, 2002



Samantha Merritt
February 17

The first time Samantha read her parasha, an 
exhaustive description of how to build the Israelites’ 
portable mishkan (sanctuary), she had a one-word 
reaction. 

“Bor-ing,” she says. “There are about three lines that 
are interesting; the rest of it is basically telling them 
how to build this tent.”

“Tent” is a bit of an understatement; parasha Terumah 
(Ex. 25:1-27:19) details the thirteen materials—
including gold, silver, goat hair, animal skins, olive 
oil, spices and gems—that the Israelites should 
contribute to their sanctuary.

The verses outline exactly how to dismantle, 
transport and reassemble the mishkan—no easy task, 
with 48 upright wooden boards, each held up by 
silver foundation sockets, and a copper-plated altar.

But amidst the minutiae were the words that caught 
Sam’s attention: “There’s a line when God says to 
Moses, ‘Have everyone whose heart makes them 
willing to give these materials.’ Usually, it’s God 
commanding people to give materials. Another one 
is: ‘the tent is so that God may dwell among the 
Israelites.’ The idea that God lives with us, among 
us.”

Sam contrasts the opulence of the biblical mishkan 
with Mishkan itself: our sanctuary’s simple design and 
the building’s rustic feel. It’s smaller than the Reform 
synagogue her family attended in Seattle; when Sam 
moved here in 5th grade, Mishkan’s coziness felt like 
an asset.

I got to know everyone a lot better than in my old 
Hebrew School.” Hoogim (electives) like gaga—an 
Israeli dodgeball-like game students played in the 
social hall—also helped break the ice. 

Sam began preparing for her Bat Mitzvah last 
March, working with Cantor David Acker to learn 

prayers, master 
trop patterns 
and apply those 
melodies to 
the lines of her 
parasha. “Reading 
Hebrew wasn’t 
that hard. Trop 
was harder,” she 
says. “I had to 
listen to it a lot.”

The more she 
thought about 
her parasha, the 
more she found 
contemporary connections. For instance, the verses 
could be read as a manual for mindful construction. 
“There were all these earthquakes going on 
everywhere. If we paid more attention to what we 
were building, maybe not so many casualties would 
occur,” she says.

The words were also a springboard to her tikkun 
olam project; Sam hopes to volunteer with Habitat 
for Humanity or a similar organization. “I’m 
interested in creating buildings for homeless people. 
I’d like to do hands-on work, not just send money.”

Bat Mitzvah preparation, she says, has taught her 
“perseverance. Sometimes it’s hard to learn Hebrew, 
to find the time to practice and study. I had to plan 
my time a lot more carefully.”

Sam, a 7th-grader at Bala Cynwyd Middle School, 
plays a different sport each season—field hockey in 
fall, basketball in winter, softball in the spring—and 
has studied the trombone since 5th grade. As an 
athlete, “I do better when I’m confident,” she says, 
and hopes to bring that same confidence to the 
moment when the Torah is unrolled.  “That’s the 
most important part [of the service], and the aliyot 
before that. That’s what comes to mind when I think 
of a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.” 

 

by Anndee HochmanB'nai Mitzvah
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 April 14:  Save the Date! 
The Fundraising Committee invites you to join us in honoring Rivka Jarosh, who is 
stepping down at the end of this year as Principal of our Religious School after 28 
years of service.

We will be honoring Rivka on April 14 in a family-friendly 
event and hope you will join us.  Anyone who would 
like to be part of the tribute should contact 
John Schapiro at jschapiro@kleinbard.com.  
We are particularly looking for graduates of our school 
who would like to say something about the values and 
principles they learned from Rivka and from religious 
school that they still carry with them as older teens and 
adults.  We are also looking for adults, whether graduates 
of the school or not, who would like to volunteer to help 
with this event.  

Night of Many Dinners

Come on in and warm up your winter with 
A Night of Many Dinners and A Day of Many Brunches.  Our hosts are planning 

delicious dinners and brunches throughout the area on the evening of 

February 10 and the morning of February 11. 

REGISTER HERE NOW!
Sign up for everyone’s favorite fundraiser!  Questions?  

Contact Jean Brody at jeanbrody@comcast.net.”

mailto:jschapiro@kleinbard.com
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eext5jzab85687ba&oseq=&c=&ch=
mailto:jeanbrody@comcast.net
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November 15, 2017 – January 14, 2018

2017 Year End Appeal
Lois Bartolomei
Elizabeth and Eugene Gittelman
Gary Miller
Mitchell and Deborah Schwartzman
Lillian Sigal
Lisagail Zeitlin

5778 B’Nai Mitzvah Fund
Steve and Keely Newman
Daniel and Leslie Rogers

General Donations
Ilene Burak and Alexis Lieberman – 
   IHO Maria Paranzino
Jeanna Cooper – IHO Marcy Boroff
Howard Denbin
Jim Feldman and Sharon Sigal
Shayna Gross and Alfonso Castro
Lynne Iser and Mordechai Liebling  – 
   IHO Rabbi Shawn’s Birthday
Graciela Slesaransky Poe and Philip Poe – 
   IHO Doron Henkin

Holocaust Memorial 
Jeffrey Dekro

Library Fund
Dan Danson and Julie Luks –
   IMO Eugene Sotirescu’s Mother

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Marilyn Ackelsberg
Gena and Robert Lopata
Lillian Sigal
Alan and Lisa Tuttle
Larry Weisberg –
   IHO Pat Quigley, Rabbi Yael, Gene Bishop
   and Deenah Loeb

School Donations
Katy and Jason Friedland
Rebecca Kochman – IHO Rivka Jarosh
Andrea Konow and Janet Garretson
Mitch Weiss and Kim Nichols

Yahrzeit Memorial Tile
Marc Jacobs

Contributions

Kol Shalom is published monthly, September through June.
Editor: Eilen Levinson
Layout: Maralin Blistein

Distribution: Maria Paranzino

Contributors include:
Gene Bishop, Jean Brody, Ron Goldwyn, Anndee Hochman, 

Rivka Jarosh, Eilen Levinson, Yael Levy, Maria Paranzino,
Sharon Rhode, Stephanie Shell and Shawn Zevit.

Email articles by the 15th of each month
to levinsone@yahoo.com

mailto:levinsone@yahoo.com
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Weekend in the Woods

Save the Dates!
Mishkan Shalom’s Annual Start-of-Summer Getaway

June 8, 9, 10, 2018

Long-time Mishkan Retreatniks Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss co-chair the Retreat Committee, a 
great team that welcomes newcomers as well as old-timers to plan yet another fabulous weekend, an 
unparalleled Mishkan experience they want everyone to enjoy.

Why is that?  Well, anticipating last summer’s Weekend in the Woods, Lisa wrote:

The Weekend in the Woods is a unique Mishkan Shalom event. I pull into the camp, and turn off the car for a 
few days.  Ahh. Green grass, birds singing, no roads, no commute, quiet atmosphere, cabins waiting, clean air to 
breathe in deeply. I’m so glad I chose to do this!

As others arrive, I recognize some members, but in a new context: smiling in anticipation of relaxation. Some 
old friends, most I wouldn’t know if it weren’t for this annual Weekend in the Woods. I introduce myself to 
some newer retreatniks, hoping they find what I’ve loved about this break: Time to get to know Mishkan folks 
in a new way. 

I look at the schedule: My Judaism in a new place: Kabbalat Shabbat, Torah study, Havdalah. Traditional camp 
activities: A campfire with songs and s’mores, boating, nature walks, softball. Down time for crafts, sun, food, 
sleep. Unpack the car;  let’s go!

And, after last summer’s event, Lisagail wrote in her post-retreat note:

It seems like everyone found something there to enjoy. Whether it was swimming or boating, Torah study or the 
accompanying nature walk, singing, s’mores, jewelry-making, our very, very Happy Hour, or time to just hang 
out and chat, there’s no doubt that time away, together, moves at a different pace. There were so many things 
we could do in just a weekend -- or how little we could do, just relaxing and breathing -- Ahhh!

Did you notice that both descriptions – one in anticipation, one relishing the 
memory – contained a deeply relaxing “Ahhh!?” Well, that pretty much says it all!

For those just learning about “Mishkan’s Best-Kept Secret,” you can read comments from past ‘retreatniks,’ 
see a past brochure & schedule and watch for updates on our webpage at https://mishkan.org/committee/
weekend-in-the-woods.

Looking for a way to get to know fellow members? Even if you’ve never been to the retreat, you’re 
welcome to join the Committee – just a handful of fun, lively, gatherings (a.k.a. “meetings”) and a great 
way to get to know folks!

Co-chairs Lisagail Zeitlin and Lisa Moss would love to hear from you and are happy to answer any questions at: 
mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com.

Watch this space each month for details, descriptions, registration, photos, etc. Meanwhile, mark these 
dates in your calendars today: June 8, 9 and 10.  And get ready to say, “See you in the Poconos!”

          —  Sharon Rhode

https://mishkan.org/events/2018-06-08/5778-weekend-in-the-woods-retreat
https://mishkan.org/events/2018-06-08/5778-weekend-in-the-woods-retreat
mailto:mishkanweekendinthewoods@gmail.com
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Are you receiving Acts of Caring
via email?
Acts of Caring now goes out to all Mishkan 
members. It is our communication central for 
sharing life cycle events and community needs 
for help.  If you are not receiving Acts of Caring, 
please check your spam, or if you have gmail, your 
solicitations folder (Acts of Caring is distributed 
by Constant Contact).  If you unsubscribe from Ma 
Hadash, intentionally or accidentally, you will also be 
unsubscribed from Acts of Caring.  Please contact 
the office for clarification. 

Acts of Caring
Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email : actsofcaring@mishkan.org.  

HINENI--HERE I AM
If you could use a little help because of illness, 
or joy (new baby!) or you know of a Mishkan 
member too shy to ask, please email actsofcaring@
mishkan.org and we will reach out.  Hineni offers 
concrete support to members in need of short 
term help, including meals, visits, transportation, 
etc.  If you would like some help, but do not wish 
a public solicitation, please contact the rabbis, or 
actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will speak with 
you privately and seek to arrange help.  Our Hineni 
coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.  

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

by Gene Bishop and Stephanie Shell

Mazel Tov
We offer a hearty mazel tov to Samantha Merritt and 
her family as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah. 

Condolences
We send condolences to Larry Weisberg on the 
death of his mother Irene Grossman Weisberg. May 
Larry and his family be comforted among all who 
mourn, and may Irene’s memories be for a blessing.

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Ellen 
Tichenor, Erica Eisenberg, Jane Lipton, Adam Tuttle, 
Claire Needleman, Robin Berenholz, Bernice Bricklin, 
Mark Goodman, Jane Hinkle, Denise Kulp, Robin 
Leidner, Nathan Horwitz, and Natalie Gorvine.

We also send ongoing love, support, and 
prayers for healing to all those Mishkan 
members in need of healing but who seek to 
remain private. 

We are keeping Carol Dombroski (mother of Brian 
Dombroski),  Natalie Caplin (mother of Wendy 
Caplin),  Eleazar Shimon Hakohen ben Shoshana 
v’Ahron Yosaif (father of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), Sarah 
Rivka bat Elizabeth (mother of Rabbi Shawn Zevit), 
Sarah Bradley (mother of David Bradley), Debra 
Singer(sister of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle 
(brother of Susan Windle), Sal Berenholz (father 
of Robin Berenholz), Jackie Berman-Gorvine 
(daughter-in-law of Natalie & Harold Gorvine), 
Lorna Michaelson (mother-in-law of Joe Brenman), 
Edgar and Eva Galson (father and mother of Wendy 
Galson and father-in-law and mother-in-law of Susan 
Windle),  Julie Post and Joseph Post (sister and 
father of Nancy Post), and Hans Jack Apfelbaum, 
(father of Claudia Apfelbaum) in our prayers as 
well. May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, 
and prayers of healing” list.  

G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Esther Muhlstock-1/14-Tevet 27
 Mother of Susan Kershman 

Mae Hausman-1/15-Tevet 28
 Grandmother of Deenah Loeb 

Emanuel Schwager-1/15-Tevet 28
 Father of Michael Schwager 

Polly Brenman-1/17-Sh’vat 1
 Mother of Joe Brenman

Mathias Coburn-1/18-Shv’at 2
 Father of Jennifer Coburn 

Abraham Jacob Fisher-1/18-Sh’vat 2
 Father of Lillian Sigal 

Boris (Barry) Reisner-1/18-Sh’vat 2
 Brother of Ilana Reisner 

Baila Nisson-1/19-Sh’vat 3
 Aunt of Natalie Gorvine 

Gertrude Colcher-1/21-Sh’vat 5
 Grandmother of Amy Colcher 

Heinz Marx-1/21-Sh’vat 5
 Grandfather of Jessica Menken 

Helen Roben-1/22-Sh’vat 6
 Mother of Brock Roben 

Jean Kraemer-1/23-Sh’vat 7
 Mother of Elise Luce Kraemer

Harold Goldberg-1/24-Sh’vat 8
 Uncle of Cindy Rosenthal 

Lillian Shapiro-1/25-Sh’vat 9
 Mother of Stan Shapiro 

Adele Weiss-1/25-Sh’vat 9
 Mother of Ariel Weiss 

Robert Colcher-1/29-Sh’vat 13
 Father of Amy Colcher 

Fannie Erlick-1/29-Sh’vat 13
  Grandmother of Anna Forrester & Mitchell Young 

Benjamin Munk-1/31-Sh’vat 15
 Grandfather of Jessica Menken 

Sylvia Ackelsberg Heller-1/2-Tevet 15
 Mother In Law of Marilyn Ackelsberg 

Phyllis Hausman Loeb-1/2-Tevet 15
 Mother of Deenah Loeb

Herman Louis Weisberg-1/2-Tevet 15
 Father of Lawrence Weisberg 

Mortimer Abeles-1/4-Tevet 17
 Father of Judy Mock 

Jesse Kohen-1/5-Tevet 18
 Father of Arnie Kohen

Frank Mintzer-1/5-Tevet 18
 Father of Deborah Schwartzman 

Clare Feldman-1/6-Tevet 19
 Mother of Jim Feldman 

Goldie Goodman-1/6-Tevet 19
 Mother of Mark Goodman 

David Attia-1/8-Tevet 21
 Father of Mordechai Attia 

Hyman Kraff-1/8-Tevet 21
 Father of Sue Ellen Liebman 

Albert Schurr-1/9-Tevet 22
 Father of Cindy Perkiss 

Bernard Kleppel-1/10-Tevet 23
 Father of Judy Kleppel

Charles Trey-1/11-Tevet 24
 Father of Beu Trey 

Gloria Heuckeroth-1/13-Tevet 26
 Mother of Deborah Heuckeroth 

Eve Konow-1/13-Tevet 26
 Mother of Andrea Konow 

Alvin Meadows-1/13-Tevet 26
 Father of Stacey Meadows 

Franklin G. (Jerry) Bishop-1/14-Tevet 27
 Father of Gene Bishop 

William Iser-1/14-Tevet 27
 Father of Lynne Iser 

Yahrzeits
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T’filot

Please join us every Saturday morning for Torah Study from 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.

Saturday, February 3 – 10:00 a.m. – A Way In Mindfulness Service, with Rabbi Yael

Friday, February 9 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire

Saturday, February 10 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire

Thursday, February 15 – 7:00 p.m. – Rosh Hodesh Adar Celebration

Saturday, February 17 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Yael. Samantha Merritt will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.

Friday, February 23 – 7:30 p.m. – Kabbalat Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn

Saturday, February 24 – 10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Service, with Rabbi Shawn and Claire


